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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

UNRWA 
Baroness Tonge [HL412] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with donor partners about the level of funding needed for UNRWA. 

Baroness Verma: The UK engages in regular discussion with other donors about 
the UN Relief and Works Agency’s (UNRWA) financial situation through the 
UNRWA Advisory Commission and Sub-Committee. The UK uses its influence as 
a predictable, multi-year donor to UNRWA to encourage other donor contributions 
and incentivise reforms which would get the Agency on a more sustainable 
financial footing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL412/  
 

Palestinians: Refugees 
Baroness Tonge [HL413] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the potential for violence and fighting in countries surrounding Syria if 
UNRWA have to stop cash payments to Palestinian refugees from Syria, because of a 
lack of funds. 

Baroness Verma: The UK is concerned that cuts to UNRWA assistance may 
exacerbate existing tensions amongst Palestinian refugees who have fled to 
Syria’s neighbouring countries. That is why the UK has been in close contact with 
UNRWA, other donors, and host governments on how best to manage and 
mitigate the impact of funding shortfalls. The UK is the third largest donor to 
UNRWA’s General Fund, and the fourth largest donor to UNRWA’s operations 
overall. This includes over £28 million provided to date to support Palestinian 
refugees in Syria and the region affected by the Syria crisis. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL413/ 
 

UN Agencies 
Baroness Tonge [HL416] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with the governments of the Gulf States concerning the funding of UNRWA and 
UNHCR. 

Baroness Verma: The UK continues to play a prominent role in encouraging the 
international  community,  including  the  Gulf  states,  to  support  UN  agencies in  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL413/


 2 

 

meeting urgent humanitarian and human development needs. The UK regularly 
raises the issue of UNRWA funding in discussions with Gulf States at both 
ministerial and official level. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-06-10/HL416/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Tell Mama / Teeside University 

New report reveals a rise in anti-Muslim hostility in Britain following acts of 
terrorism around the world 
Following atrocities in Sydney, Paris and Copenhagen, there was a noticeable rise in 
anti-Muslim incidents in Britain in the immediate aftermath, the report has found. 
It provides evidence that extremists here are reacting to terror attacks taking place in 
other countries and subjecting British Muslims to retaliatory abuse. … 
The third in a series of empirical studies, the report covers a year-long reporting period, 
from the beginning of March last year to the end of February 2015. 
During that time there were 548 anti-Muslim incidents reported to TELL MAMA. This 
ranged from online abuse and threats, to street based assaults and extreme violence. 
Significantly there were noticeable spikes following high profile terrorist attacks around 
the world, with the report comparing the number of anti-Muslim incidents in the seven 
days before and the seven days after each attack. 
In the seven days prior to the Charlie Hebdo massacre in Paris, where 12 people were 
killed, there were 12 reported incidents to TELL MAMA, but in the seven days following 
there were 45. 
This pattern was similar in relation to the terror attacks in Sydney, in December and 
Copenhagen, in February. Seven days before Sydney there were 10 reported incidents, 
with 12 being reported in the seven days after. And in the seven days before 
Copenhagen, 18 incidents were recorded, with a rise to 30 in the following seven days. In 
the former, the report suggests that the more restrained media coverage of the Sydney 
attack may have played a role in minimising backlash against the Muslim community in 
the UK. 
The Chair of TELL MAMA, former Government Minister, Shahid Malik, said: 'The media 
has to work harder to break the link between Muslims and extremism which seems to be 
the over-riding narrative. By ensuring that we can tackle anti-Muslim hate, we can also 
reduce the alienation of some young Muslims and reduce the chances of them being 
preyed upon by extremists. 
'These are challenges for Government, for communities and for civil society 
organisations. It is also a sad fact that when extremism takes place, Muslim communities 
are sometimes the victims and then suffer forms of anti-Muslim behaviour as the TELL 
MAMA data shows and which took place after Charlie Hebdo.' … 
Professor Feldman said: 'The analysis offers broad support for the theory of cumulative 
extremism, with the ratcheting up of violent activity between opposing groups, with an act 
of violence triggering a response that itself sparks further attacks.' … 
The 548 anti-Muslim incidents reported over 2014/15 represents a reduction on the 734 
cases reported during 2013/2014 – which is most likely accounted for by the enormous 
spike in anti-Muslim attacks in the weeks following the savage murder of Drummer Lee 
Rigby on 22 May 2013. The overall number of reports is consistent with the picture 
presented in 2012/2013, when 584 cases were recorded. 
This  latest study  has found  that children  as young as ten  were carrying out  hate crime  
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incidents, although the main perpetrators were identified as being over 40-years-old. 
402 total cases were recoded as taking place online, with less than half of all recorded 
incidents, offline and online, being reported to police by victims. In the offline incidents, 
the majority were perpetrated against women and, in a significant number of cases, the 
victim was wearing religiously distinctive clothing. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.tees.ac.uk/sections/news/pressreleases_story.cfm?story_id=4967&this_issue
_title=June%202015&this_issue=265  
 
Tell MAMA Reporting 2014/2015: Annual Monitoring, Cumulative Extremism, and 
Policy Implications 
http://www.tees.ac.uk/docs/DocRepo/Research/Tell_Mama3.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

 
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Legislative Consent Memorandum 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/LegislativeConsentMemoranda/ScotlandBillLCM1.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for a Lobbying Transparency Bill (closing date 24 July 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477580.pdf 
 
The 2021 Census - Initial view on content for England and Wales  
(closing date 27 August 2015) 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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