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Home Affairs 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator 

Decision: Beit Shvidler Primary School 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425955/AD
A2820_Beit_Shvidler_Primary_School_Barnet.pdf  
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Holocaust 

European Parliament 

Schulz in Auschwitz: "We have come together here to keep the memory alive" 
Martin Schulz paid tribute to young people during a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau: "You 
have brought hope into this dark place that together we can and will fight the return of 
anti-Semitism and racism, intolerance, and ultra-nationalism every step of the way." The 
Parliament President was talking to them as part of the ”Train 1,000 to Auschwitz” 
commemorative event on 8 May, bringing together 1,000 young people from all over 
Europe who took a train journey from Brussels to Krakow. 
Schulz added: "We have come together here in Auschwitz today to keep the memory 
alive.  Remembering is painful. But we must teach every generation how these barbaric 
acts of evil could happen in one of the most modernised societies of that time.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150507STO53210/html/Schulz-
in-Auschwitz-We-have-come-together-here-to-keep-the-memory-alive  
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Israel 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the latest announcement on settlement 
expansion in Ramat Shlomo 
The Israeli District Planning and Building Committee this week took a decision allowing 
for further settlement expansion in Ramat Shlomo. Already in November 2014, the EU's 
Foreign Ministers unanimously expressed their concerns at the announcement of new 
housing units and called on Israel to reverse that decision. 
Israel's determination to continue its settlement policy despite the urging of the 
international community, not only threatens the viability of the two state solution but also 
seriously calls into question its commitment to a negotiated agreement with the 
Palestinians. 
Settlements are illegal under international law. The EU and its Member States are 
committed to ensure continued, full and effective implementation of existing EU 
legislation and bilateral arrangements applicable to settlements. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150508_02_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

Unemployment rate for Palestine refugees reaches 44 per cent in Gaza Strip, UN 
agency says 
More than 27,000 applicants applied for some 200 teaching jobs for the coming 
academic year in the Gaza Strip, where unemployment has now reached nearly 44 per 
cent, making it one of the world’s most unstable economies … 
“The resilience of Palestine refugees is legendary, but not inexhaustible,” said Chris 
Gunness, spokesman for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees … 
“The high number of qualified applicants, … for a small number of job opportunities, 
reflects the ongoing unemployment crisis prevailing in Gaza.” 
“A large portion of the society is highly educated but is limited to finding employment 
opportunities in the Strip, due to the blockade, which severely restricts the movement of 
people and goods,” … 
“The blockade has crushed the Strip’s once dynamic and trade-oriented economy and its 
capacity to create jobs, and pushed the majority of the population into aid-dependency.” 
According to the UNRWA spokesman, in 2014, the average unemployment rate for 
registered Palestine refugees was 44.1 per cent and for the general population it stood at 
43.9 per cent. This is the highest rate ever recorded in Gaza and one of the highest 
worldwide,” … 
To read the full press relase see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50806#.VU-Q8tOqqko  
 
UN chief appoints new Deputy Special Coordinator for Middle East peace 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed Robert Piper of Australia as his new 
Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, a United Nations 
spokesperson confirmed today. Mr. Piper will also serve as the Organization’s Resident 
Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
His appointment comes amid ongoing UN-backed reconstruction efforts in Gaza where 
thousands of people are seeking access to building materials for urgent repairs to their 
homes following last summer’s conflict in the war-ravaged enclave. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50764#.VU-RDtOqqko  

TOP 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150508_02_en.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50806#.VU-Q8tOqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50764#.VU-RDtOqqko


 3 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism 

Racist crime in the EU: increasing, under-reported, destroying lives. Until when? 
A total of 47,210 racist crimes were officially recorded, but this is only the tip of the 
iceberg, as many EU Member States do not properly record and report racially motivated 
crimes. 
There was an increase in anti-Semitic (Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, the 
Netherlands and Sweden) and Islamophobic (France, England and Wales) crimes in 
some countries, and these crimes increasingly take the form of online incitement to 
hatred and/or violence. … 
Only one third of EU countries have recorded and published information on racist crimes 
for 2013. In addition, because many feel ashamed, do not trust the police or think their 
testimony will not change anything, victims often do not come forward to report racist 
crimes. 
The investigation and prosecution of racist crimes is also problematic. Although most EU 
Member States recognise racially motived crimes in their legislation, narrow definitions of 
what constitutes racially motivated crime can result in incidents not being recorded, 
investigated or prosecuted properly. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Racist-crime-in-the-EU-increasing  
 
Racist crime in Europe ENAR Shadow Report 2013 - 2014 
http://enar-eu.org/IMG/pdf/shadowreport_2013-14_en_final_lowres-2.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
 

http://www.enar-eu.org/Racist-crime-in-the-EU-increasing
http://enar-eu.org/IMG/pdf/shadowreport_2013-14_en_final_lowres-2.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-consultation/?lang=en


 4 

 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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