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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Annual Report on Equality 2013-2014 
15.33  Mohammad Asghar: … We must do all we can to combat radicalisation, which is 
the cause of much of the suspicion of Muslims and can lead to incidents of hate crime. 
However, we must not forget that hate crime affects other minority communities as well. 
According to the Community Security Trust, anti-Semitic incidents reached a record level 
in the UK last year. These range from desecration of synagogues and Jewish cemeteries 
to verbal and physical attacks on individual members of the Jewish community. I would 
like to ask the Minister to confirm that she will work with leaders of the Jewish 
communities in Wales to support measures to tackle anti-Semitism. …  

 

15.51  Lesley Griffiths: … during last year’s Hate Crime Awareness Week I spoke with 
Members of the Jewish Reform Synagogue in Cardiff, who shared with me very much 
their increased concerns around their safety. … no-one should live in fear, and any hate 
crime or incident will not be tolerated. I absolutely encourage anybody to report it. Again, 
we work very closely with the Jewish community; within the faith forum that the First 
Minister chairs, we have representatives from the Jewish community. …  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3159&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
212605  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech delivered by British Ambassador to Israel at Queen's Birthday Party 
… Our time in Israel has been a privilege. It has been a huge honour to be the first 
Jewish Ambassador from Britain, the country that gave my grandfather refuge, to Israel, 
the homeland of the Jewish people. … 
One of the many things we have in common is robust democracy. A few weeks ago Israel 
went to the polls. In a week’s time, Britain is going to the polls. These are important 
moments for both countries, setting the direction which our countries will take in the 
coming years. … 
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3159&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#212605
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I have been struck that on a number of issues to do with our relationship with Israel, there 
is a clear consensus. 
First, that Britain is a friend of Israel. In particular, that we oppose attempts to 
delegitimize Israel. We reject those who seek to call Israel’s very existence into question, 
or to deny Israel its right to defend itself. And we reject clearly and unequivocally calls to 
boycott Israel. The work that we do - to build the partnership between us – gives 
expression to that clear stance. 
Second, that we will continue to build the security partnership. We face common threats, 
from terrorism to proliferation. We will continue to work together to tackle them, even as 
in some cases like Iran’s nuclear programme we disagree on the best way to handle 
them. 
Third, that we will continue to grow the economic partnership. In the past few years trade 
has grown sharply. More and more Israeli companies have invested in Britain. More and 
more British companies have invested in Israel. Dozens of scientific partnerships have 
been established. Scholarships and fellowships have been established for Israelis to 
study and research in the UK. 
Fourth, that we will in particular continue to build the UK/Israel partnership in technology. 
In recent years numerous British companies have been forging alliances with Israeli 
innovation in a partnership that is hugely to the benefit of both sides … 
We know that the road to peace is not easy, that the answers are not straightforward, 
and that it takes two sides to make peace. But we also know that in the absence of 
progress towards peace, Israel loses support, and peace becomes even harder to 
achieve. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-delivered-by-british-ambassador-to-
israel-at-queens-birthday-party  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian Rights Committee Hears Call for Israel to Be Held to Account for 
Violations against Children during Gaza Conflict 
The top Palestinian diplomat at the United Nations this afternoon called on the 
Organization to include Israel’s army among the parties that committed grave violations 
against children during armed conflict, and to hold it accountable for attacks last year on 
United Nations-run schools sheltering civilians in Gaza. … 
Israel, Mr. Mansour said, qualified to be on the list as deliberate attacks on more than 
270 schools and 75 health centres in Gaza last July and August had left at least 
540 Palestinian children dead and 3,000 injured.  Adding that more than 
400,000 Palestinian children still suffered from the traumatic effects of the war, he called 
it a clear example of the occupying Power’s collective punishment against Gaza’s 
1.8 million residents — of which half were children. … 
He also voiced dismay over the Council’s failure to adopt a resolution setting a timeframe 
to end the occupation and create a Palestinian State within pre-1967 borders.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1332.doc.htm  
 
Arriving for talks in Gaza, new UN envoy urges Palestinian unity, end to Israeli 
blockade 
On his first visit to Gaza, the new United Nations envoy on the Middle East peace 
process pledged today the Organization’s ongoing support for efforts to reconstruct the 
war-ravaged enclave, lift Israel’s years-long blockade there and help strengthen 
Palestinian unity. 
UN  Special   Coordinator   for  the  Middle  East   Peace   Process   Nickolay  Mladenov,  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-delivered-by-british-ambassador-to-israel-at-queens-birthday-party
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-delivered-by-british-ambassador-to-israel-at-queens-birthday-party
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapal1332.doc.htm


 3 

  
appointed in February, said he met with the various political entities, government 
representatives, civil society and the business community, “to identify how best the 
United Nations can contribute both to the reconstruction effort, but also to the effort to 
strengthen the unity of Palestine.” 
“Let me say…that we, in the United Nations mission, believe that there is one Palestinian 
entity; there is one Palestinian state; there is one Palestinian Government; one authority 
that speaks on behalf of all the people of Palestine,” he said. … 
“No human being who visits can remain untouched by the terrible devastation that one 
sees here in Gaza,” he said, and as shocking as the devastation of the buildings might 
be “the devastation of peoples’ livelihoods is 10 times more shocking." 
“And we, the United Nations and our partners in the international community, have a 
responsibility to ensure that Gaza is not just reconstructed, that the buildings are not just 
being rebuilt, but that the blockade, which stops access to construction materials, to 
movement of people and goods, is lifted,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50738#.VUY019Oqqko  
 
Gaza: Security Council receives report of inquiry into incidents during 2014 
conflict 
In a letter transmitting to the Security Council the public summary of a report of the Board 
of Inquiry regarding incidents in Gaza during the recent conflict, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed his "profound and continuing 
concern” for civilian populations of the Gaza Strip and Israel. 
“The agony of Palestinian civilians in Gaza, and the tragic, decades-long predicament 
they endure there, is reflected in the report of the Board of Inquiry,” said Mr. Ban in the 
letter. “We should also bear in mind that Israeli civilians in southern Israel continue to 
face the threat of rocket and terrorist attacks by Hamas and other militant groups.” 
According to the UN spokesperson, Farhan Haq, the Board of Inquiry reviewed and 
investigated seven incidents, which involved the loss of 44 Palestinian lives, together 
with at least 227 injured, and damage at UN facilities. 
The Board also reviewed three incidents involving weapons found in UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East schools, including instances in 
which Palestinian armed groups may have used UNRWA school premises to launch 
attacks. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50705#.VUY09NOqqko  
 
Full Text: UN Board of Inquiry on Gaza 
http://blog.unwatch.org/index.php/2015/04/27/full-text-un-board-of-inquiry-on-gaza/  
 
 

Defence for Children International Palestine 

Operation Protective Edge: A war waged on Gaza’s children 
http://www.dci-
palestine.org/sites/default/files/operationprotectiveedge.awarwagedonchildren.160415.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 Report, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_HealthandSportCommittee/Reports/her15-06w.pdf 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Welsh Government Draft Equality Objectives for 2016-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/draft-equality-objectives-2016-2020-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Future arrangements for the Welsh Government’s Equality and Inclusion Programme 
for 2017-2020 (closing date 10 July 2015) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/people-and-communities/equality-inclusion-programme-
consultation/?lang=en  
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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