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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Prime Minister’s Statement and Q&A 

Syria: Refugees and Counterterrorism  
col 27  Harriet Harman: … We should not be talking about refugees as being “a burden” 
on us. Among the Syrian children we take in now will be the future consultants at our 
hospital bedsides, the entrepreneurs who will build our economy, the professors in our 
universities and those who will be among the strongest upholders of British values, 
because that has been the story of refugees to this country—whether it be the Jewish 
children of the Kindertransport, the Asian families driven out of east Africa 20 years later 
or the Sierra Leoneans fleeing a brutal civil war. The Prime Minister said last week that it 
will not help to take more refugees because it will not solve the problem in Syria, but that 
was a false choice. Helping those Jewish children was not part of our efforts to end the 
second world war; helping the east African families did not bring down the brutal 
dictatorships in east Africa, but it was the right thing to do. … 

 

col 33  Gerald Kaufman: In the summer of 1939, my parents took into our home a young 
Jewish girl, Johanna, who had arrived in Leeds on the Kindertransport. Her sister and 
others had arrived on the same Kindertransport, and Neville Chamberlain facilitated the 
arrival of these young children more than this Government are facilitating such things 
now. It is sad that this Government are doing less than Neville Chamberlain did. … 

 

col 34  The Prime Minister: I believe that the 20,000 Syrian refugees—many of whom 
will be children—that we will take directly from the Syrian refugee camps are the modern 
equivalent of the Kindertransport, and this country should be proud of that. … 

 

col 39  Jeremy Corbyn: …  Can the Prime Minister say anything about the welcome 
remarks made by the Foreign Secretary during his visit to Tehran, when he indicated that 
the new relationship with Iran meant that there was a possibility of wider political 
involvement in bringing about some degree of progress in and possibly even a solution to 
the desperate crisis facing Syria … 

 

The Prime Minister: … there is an opportunity for greater dialogue with Iran now that 
this nuclear deal, which I think is a good deal, has been done, but Britain should enter 
into that in a cautious and sceptical way. We ought to remember that Iran is still a 
supporter of terrorist organisations like Hamas and Hezbollah, which I know he describes 
as friends but which I see very much as enemies. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/15090
7-0001.htm#1509074000002  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/150907-0001.htm#1509074000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/150907-0001.htm#1509074000002
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col 46  Stewart Jackson: … May I take [the Prime Minister] back to the tragedy within 
this humanitarian disaster that is the systematic persecution of Christians over many 
years? Notwithstanding his earlier answers, in designing the mechanics of the refugee 
settlement regime, will he take into account the systematic persecution of Christians that 
has existed for many years? 

 

The Prime Minister: We will certainly look at that. As I have said, we should look at 
vulnerable groups. That can include Yazidis, Christians and others who are vulnerable 
not just in Syria right now but, potentially, in the situations in which they find themselves 
outside Syria. 

 

col 48  Yasmin Qureshi: The Prime Minister must be aware that there has been a sharp 
rise in crimes against Muslims and in anti-Muslim sentiment in the UK and Europe. Will 
he, as Prime Minister of this country, assure me that religion will not be a criterion to 
grant humanitarian relief? Will he resist the temptation to use the term “Islamic 
terrorism”? It is not Islamic. It is just pure terrorism. 

 

The Prime Minister: The hon. Lady is absolutely right that we should not take people on 
the basis of their faith, but on the basis of whether they are being persecuted. I describe 
it as “extremist Islamist terrorism” because I think simply to say that what we are facing 
from ISIL and others is terrorism is not a proper description of what we are facing. The 
religion of Islam is a religion of peace. The overwhelming majority of Muslims want to 
condemn—and do daily condemn—these fanatics, but the fact is that the fanatics 
themselves self-identify as Muslims. That is why it is so important that British Muslim 
communities—as they do—stand up and condemn them and say, “You are not acting in 
the name of our great religion. You are perverting it.” But simply pretending the problem 
does not exist by just calling it terrorism will not work. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/15090
7-0002.htm  
 

The above comment by Harriet Harman was also made in the House of Lords by 
Baroness Smith of Basildon 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150907-
0001.htm#15090716000026  
 
 

Department for Business, Innovation, and Skills 

It can happen again: the danger of rising anti-Semitism 
Business Secretary Sajid Javid talks to the Holocaust Educational Trust annual dinner 
about the dangers of letting intolerance go unchecked. 
“It happened, therefore it can happen again.” 
Primo Levi’s words capture with an almost beautiful simplicity the central lesson of the 
Shoah … so much so that they are carved into the subterranean walls of Berlin’s 
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. 
Yet today, more than 70 years since the liberation of the death camps, both the 
Holocaust and Levi’s warning are slipping to the fringes of living memory. 
Now more than ever we cannot allow that to happen. 
Because in 2015 history is beginning to repeat itself.  
Across Europe, anti-Semitism is on the rise. 
It’s easy to dismiss. 
To see ‘liars’ painted across an advert for a Holocaust Memorial event, and say it’s just 
petty vandalism. Or to hear Dutch football fans chanting “Hamas, Hamas, Jews to the 
gas” and say it’s just a few bad apples. Or to see a Rabbi being chased through 
Gateshead by a gang and say it’s an isolated incident. 
To do so ignores the grim reality. 
In the past 3 years Jewish schools, shops, museums and  places  of  worship  have been  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/150907-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmhansrd/cm150907/debtext/150907-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150907-0001.htm#15090716000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150907-0001.htm#15090716000026
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attacked by gunmen in Toulouse … in Paris … in Brussels … and in Copenhagen. 
In civilised Western Europe, in the 21st century, Jews are once again being murdered 
simply for being Jews. 
But mass murder is not the beginning of the process. It never is. 
The Holocaust did not begin in the gas chambers of Auschwitz and Treblinka. 
Indiscriminate killing is simply where hatred, left unchecked, reaches its tragic conclusion. 
The Holocaust began with nothing more than words. Then came the insults, boycotts, 
discrimination. The noxious weed of anti-Semitism crept insidiously into everyday life  
degrading, denouncing and dehumanising its victims … until the stage was set for 
violence, oppression and finally murder on a scale unprecedented before or since. … 
Anyone who fled murderous extremism 75 years ago will find the refugee crisis we face 
today depressingly familiar. 
Despite what some say, ISIL are not the Nazis. What we’re seeing in Syria is not 
genocide or a Holocaust. But when we see armed police herd refugees onto a train, 
telling them they’re heading for a new life when in fact they’re on their way to a detention 
camp … When we see the shutters come down and the ‘we’re full’ signs go up … It’s a 
chilling reminder of what happens when we forget the recent past. … 
And it is incumbent upon those of us who are more fortunate to offer such men, women 
and children the safe haven they desperately need and they truly deserve. 
If we look the other way, if we say it’s nothing to do with us, if we say a refugee’s not 
welcome here because of his or her religion … Well, then we are no better than those 
who tried to bar the door against Jewish refugees two generations ago … 
There’s plenty of intolerance … that is disproportionately directed at the Jewish 
community. Some is explicit. … Some is more oblique. 
A search on Google produces more than half a million hits for ‘Holocaust Hoax’. 
Thousands more pages will tell you that a greedy Otto Frank forged his daughter’s diary 
in a cunning scheme to make money. 
Then there are the ‘dinner party anti-Semites’. Respectable, middle-class people who 
would recoil in horror if you accused them of racism … but are quite happy to repeat 
modern takes on age-old myths and slanders about Jews. Who can’t condemn the 
murder of Jewish children in France without a caveat criticising the Israeli government. … 
Who demand that a Jewish American artist sign a declaration of support for Palestine if 
he wants to perform at a festival in Spain. … 
Together, these attitudes create a climate in which anti-Semitism is seen as ‘less bad’ 
than other forms of discrimination. And in that climate, the most violent extremism can 
take root and it can thrive. … 
But there is hope in the darkness. Those ideas can be challenged. Those minds can be 
changed. The climate of intolerance can be turned on its head. And for 27 years that is 
exactly what the Holocaust Educational Trust has been doing. In schools, in the media, in 
the streets, HET helps us not just to remember the past but, just as importantly, to learn 
from it. … 
Lessons from Auschwitz is a powerful and necessary programme. It was rightly 
supported by the Labour government, and by the Coalition government. And I’m proud to 
say that it will continue to be supported by the Conservative government. … 
So tonight I call on every decent Briton, whether you’re of any faith or none, to join us all 
in the fight against extremism and anti-Semitism. And I call on everyone here today to 
support the Holocaust Educational Trust, and to give the memory of the Holocaust a 
place within your walls. Because it happened. And it falls to us to see that it never 
happens again. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/it-can-happen-again-the-danger-of-rising-anti-
semitism  

TOP 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/it-can-happen-again-the-danger-of-rising-anti-semitism
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/it-can-happen-again-the-danger-of-rising-anti-semitism
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Demolition 
Richard Burden [8009] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the demolition of the 
village of Susiya in the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government is a strong supporter of the community in 
Susiya and officials have visited regularly to see the situation on the ground. Our 
Consul-General in Jerusalem visited Susiya, alongside the other EU Heads of 
Missions, most recently on 22 July, to make clear our serious concerns about the 
proposed demolition. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), urged Israel 
to refrain from taking steps which worsened prospects for a two state solution 
during his visit on 16 July. On 21 June, our Ambassador in Tel Aviv raised 
planning issues in Area C and the Bedouin community in E1 with the Israeli 
National Security Advisor. The Ambassador also raised the issue with the Head of 
the Israeli Office for the Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories, 
Gen. Mordechai; Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director, Ushpiz; Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Hotovely; Cabinet Secretary, Mandelblit; and Zionist Union leaders, 
Isaac Herzog and Tzipi Livni, stressing that there would be very sharp 
international reactions against a demolition. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8009/  
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Richard Burden [8010] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received from (a) the Israeli government, (b) the Palestinian 
government and (c) non-governmental bodies on the demolition of Susiya. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office receives reports from 
our posts in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem following meetings that have been held with 
Israeli and Palestinian officials, respectively, where issues concerning the village 
of Susiya have been discussed. Our posts also receive updates from Non-
Governmental Organisations on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8010/  
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Richard Burden [8174] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the prospects of implementing a two state 
solution in Israel and Palestine arising from the demolition of the Palestinian village of 
Susiya. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK's priority remains the achievement of a two-state 
solution. We continue to believe that the best way to achieve this is through 
negotiations. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), 
raised our concerns over steps that take us away from a two state solution with 
the Israeli government on 16 July, during his visit to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8174/  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8009/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8009/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8010/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-20/8010/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8174/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8174/
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West Bank: Demolition 
Richard Burden [8175] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the implications for (a) his policies and (b) 
Israel's compliance with the Fourth Geneva Convention of the demolition of the 
Palestinian village of Susiya. 

Tobias Ellwood: Demolitions cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; are harmful to the peace process; and are, in all but the most 
exceptional of cases, contrary to international humanitarian law. The Fourth 
Geneva Convention is clear that the destruction of any real or personal property in 
Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is rendered absolutely necessary by 
military operations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8175/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Michelle Donelan [8210] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
how much of the £32 million of aid pledged by the UK at the Cairo Donor Conference in 
2014 to cover disposal of unexploded ordnance, rubble clearing and reconstructive 
surgery has been disbursed to date; and how much more such aid is planned to be sent 
in future. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK pledged £20 million in early recovery assistance at 
the Gaza reconstruction conference in Cairo last year. We have disbursed all of 
this pledge and will disburse further funds for Gaza throughout the financial year. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8210/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-14169 Jackson Carlaw: The Centre for Scotland and Israel Relations – That the 
Parliament acknowledges the work being done by the Centre for Scotland and Israel 
Relations to promote strategic positive relations between Scotland and Israel across all 
aspects of society; notes that, since the centre was opened by the Israeli Embassy to the 
United Kingdom on 1 February 2015, it has held various events across the country to 
provide networking opportunities for politicians, policy makers and local community 
groups; welcomes the recent visit of Eitan Na’eh, Deputy Head of Mission to the Israeli 
Embassy, who met political and Jewish community groups to discuss the worrying 
increase in ant-Semitic and anti-Israel discourse in Scotland, and understands that the 
Jewish community in Scotland, who have experienced a rise in ant-Semitic attacks in 
recent years, will work with other religious communities through the centre to promote 
integration for people of all faiths, or none, across Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14169&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

Welsh Government 

Israeli investment creating up to 100 jobs in South Wales 
Israeli companies have announced substantial investment in South Wales and growth 
plans that could lead to up to 100 jobs being created and £13million being spent with 
local suppliers. … 
Secretary of State for Wales Stephen Crabb said: "… Through the UK Government's 
global trade network, international investors can see that Wales is an outward-looking 
nation and an attractive destination for business. Israel is a close friend of the UK and we  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8175/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8175/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8210/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8210/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14169&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14169&ResultsPerPage=10
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enjoy an excellent trade relationship, built on decades of co-operation. … 
Welsh Government Economy Minister Edwina Hart said: “I am delighted that Wales is 
proving to be such an attractive location for advanced technology companies from Israel 
and that we are seeing new investment as well as significant on-going reinvestment. 
“It is a strong endorsement that Wales provides the optimum environment for businesses 
to flourish and grow which is reinforced by the record number of inward investment 
projects from overseas companies that are choosing Wales above any other country as 
their location of choice. 
“The visit by senior executives from leading Israeli companies is most welcome as they 
explore new business opportunities in Wales and build on the growing links between our 
two countries.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/businessandeconomy/2015/150907-israeli-
investment/?lang=en  
 
 

United Nations 

As third victim of West Bank arson attack dies, UN envoy urges end to extremist 
violence 'on all sides' 
The United Nations special envoy on the Middle East today expressed deep sadness that 
Reham Dawabsha has succumb[ed] to the wounds she received in a terrorist attack in a 
West Bank village in late July that also killed her husband and infant son, calling the 
tragedy “a shocking example of the destructive nature of extremism.” … 
He said that despite the excellent medical care at Sheba Medical Center, Tel Hashomer, 
Ms. Dawabsha sadly succumbed to her wounds. “Reham is the third victim of the 31 July 
terrorist attack in Douma village which killed her husband and infant son, and wounded 
her four-year old son Ahmed,” underscored Mr. Mladenov, adding that his Office's 
thoughts and prayers are with the family and especially with little Ahmed, “now orphaned 
due to this heinous act.” 
The young Palestinian woman was severely injured in an arson attack in the West Bank 
which was strongly condemned by Mr. Mladenov, the UN Security Council 
and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who said at the time: “Continued failures to 
effectively address impunity for repeated acts of settler violence have led to another 
horrific incident involving the death of an innocent life. This must end.” 
In his statement today, Mr. Mladenov reiterated and strengthened his earlier call for 
justice, and noted that while acknowledging the wide condemnations issued at the time 
of the incident by Israeli and Palestinian leaders, “I am nevertheless concerned by the 
lack of progress in identifying and prosecuting the perpetrators of this outrage.” 
“The tragedy of the Dawabsha family serves as a shocking example of the destructive 
nature of extremism. It is incumbent upon political, religious and community leaders to 
speak out and to act decisively against those who incite and perpetrate hatred on all 
sides,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51816#.Ve7qU52qqko  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/businessandeconomy/2015/150907-israeli-investment/?lang=en
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http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51541&Kw1=Mladenov&Kw2=&Kw3=#.Ve3IkBFViko
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51816#.Ve7qU52qqko
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Iran: Arms Trade 
John Howell [8183] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of lifting the UN arms embargo on 
Iranian access to conventional arms and how it will impact the security of that region. 

Tobias Ellwood: Under United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolution 2231, 
a UN arms embargo on Iran will remain in force for five years after the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) Adoption Day, or until the International 
Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) Broader Conclusion. Arms transfers will be 
permitted only if explicitly approved by the Security Council. Other UN measures 
will continue to restrict arms transfers from Iran to specific parts of the region, 
including UNSC resolution 1701, which prevents the supply of weapons to non-
governmental forces in Lebanon, including Hezbollah. Under the nuclear deal, the 
EU arms embargo on Iran will continue after the UN arms embargo is lifted. Iran's 
role in fostering instability in the Middle East, including its ongoing support for the 
Assad regime, continues to be a source of serious concern. The nuclear deal has 
not changed our view on this. But we believe there is a possibility that if Iran takes 
the right paths, the deal could bring about a step-change in Iran's relations with its 
neighbours, and with the international community. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8183/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8183/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-07-21/8183/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html
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** Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2015-
2016/0048/amend/pbc0480709a.1-6.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf  

TOP 
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