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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Prejudice towards People with Faith 
Dave Thompson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers that enough is 
being done to tackle prejudice towards people with faith. (S4O-04529) 

The Minister for Local Government and Community Empowerment (Marco 
Biagi): The Scottish Government is clear that there is no place in Scotland for any 
form of religious prejudice. Statistics that were published in June 2015 showed 
that the number of religiously aggravated crimes is at its lowest level since 2004-
05, but we are not complacent. Even one incident is too many. 
The First Minister is hosting an interfaith summit this month, which will raise the 
profile of interfaith activity and recognise the importance of dialogue and building 
relationships between communities. The Scottish Government has provided 
funding of more than £3.1 million to organisations working towards race and 
religious equality for 2015-16. That includes £145,000 to Interfaith Scotland, which 
works across Scotland to develop and support interfaith relations and assist faith 
communities in engaging with civic Scotland. 

Dave Thompson: I am very pleased to hear that the interfaith summit is going to take 
place this month. That is a very positive development. Can the minister tell me whether 
the summit will deal with religious freedom in its broadest sense and whether he is 
supportive of my proposal for a cross-party group in the Parliament on religious freedom 
or faith? 

Marco Biagi: The agenda for the interfaith summit has been set in partnership 
with the participants. Religious freedom is not on the agenda per se, but it is 
certainly implicit in the subject matter that the summit will be dealing with. 
The Presiding Officer will want me to be clear that cross-party groups are 
creatures of Parliament, not Government. However, ministers are always keen to 
work constructively with CPGs and we are always supportive of any efforts to 
highlight the important positive role that faith and belief can play in public life. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10057&i=92869#
ScotParlOR  
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10057&i=92869#ScotParlOR
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10057&i=92869#ScotParlOR
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Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Rev Stuart MacQuarrie: … For the first time, the Commonwealth games had a secular 
humanist chaplain, alongside Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh and Hindu 
chaplains. … 
Our Muslim chaplain, Shoket Aksi, brought a recitation from the holy Qur’an, which he 
chanted in that wonderful way that I find evocative of Highland churches when people 
sing the Psalms in Gaelic. Shoket, was followed by Rabbi Rubin, an orthodox Jewish 
rabbi. As they passed each other, they paused and shook hands. That was at a time 
when the conflict in Gaza had escalated, and in many ways that handshake represented 
a key moment in the friendliness and warmth of Glasgow’s Commonwealth games. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10054 
 
 

Scottish Government 

A stronger Scotland 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has placed education at the heart of her Programme for 
Government, outlining how her vision of a fairer and more prosperous society can be 
achieved through helping Scotland’s young people. … 
A wide-ranging legislative programme will see eight new bills introduced, with measures 
included to strengthen the law on harassment and sexual offending; increase security for 
private tenants, protecting against excessive rents; and implement the recommendations 
made by the Infant Cremation Commission. … 
Ms Sturgeon proposed that the next Scottish election to follow the 2016 poll will be held 
in 2021, as she confirmed that the Scottish Elections (Dates) Bill would be brought 
forward in the forthcoming session. 
And she confirmed that the Scottish Government would begin to implement the additional 
powers to be devolved following the Smith Commission process, with a planned cut in air 
passenger duty to be brought in from 2018, and a Scottish rate of income tax to be set 
for 2016/17 in the forthcoming budget. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/A-stronger-Scotland-1c7c.aspx  
 
Programme for Government 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00484439.pdf 
 
 

Northern Ireland Public Health Agency 

Evaluation of a Public Information Campaign on Organ Donation 
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/SMR%20PHA%20ORGAN%20DONA
TION%20REPORT%20%2002%2015.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-14128 Sandra White: As Gaza Withers, its People Perish—That the Parliament 
notes the findings  of  the  UN  report  that  suggest  that  the  Gaza  strip  could  become  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10054
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/A-stronger-Scotland-1c7c.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00484439.pdf
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/SMR%20PHA%20ORGAN%20DONATION%20REPORT%20%2002%2015.pdf
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/SMR%20PHA%20ORGAN%20DONATION%20REPORT%20%2002%2015.pdf
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uninhabitable by 2020 due to what it terms de-development, the process whereby 
development is not only hindered but reversed, stating that “Three Israeli military 
operations in the past six years, in addition to eight years of economic blockade, have 
ravaged the already debilitated infrastructure of Gaza, shattered its productive base, left 
no time for meaningful reconstruction or economic recovery and impoverished the 
Palestinian population in Gaza, rendering their economic wellbeing worse than the level 
of two decades previous”; can understand the feelings of many that the Israeli 
Government’s action and inaction with regards to Gaza are deliberate and leading to the 
genocide of those living there; supports those Israelis, Palestinians, Jews and non-
Jews alike from Glasgow, Scotland and around the world who believe in mutual respect 
and understanding as cornerstones to a just solution in Palestine and Israel while 
condemning violence and extremism in any form; further believes that this groundswell of 
support for justice will only grow should the current situation not change, and hopes that, 
mindful of such, wise counsel will prevail. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-14128&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza could become uninhabitable in less than five years due to ongoing ‘de-
development’– UN report 
A new report published by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development on 
assistance to the Palestinian people warns that the Gaza Strip could become 
“uninhabitable” by 2020 if current economic trends persist. … 
According to UNCTAD, conflict has accelerated the “de-development” of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, a process by which development is not merely hindered but 
reversed. … 
The UN estimates that in 2014, unemployment in Gaza reached 44 per cent, the highest 
level on record. UNCTAD describes the economic well-being of Palestinians living in 
Gaza as being worse today than two decades ago. 
In fact, the report shows that with negative economic growth of minus 0.4 per cent last 
year, the economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory witnessed its first recession 
since 2006 and a fall in income per capita for the second year in a row. The deteriorating 
situation is reportedly due almost entirely to a range of “discriminatory” economic policies 
imposed on it. 
These include Israel withholding almost $700 million of Palestinian clearance revenue, 
which comes from taxes on imports into the Occupied Palestinian Territory, compounding 
a fiscal crisis for the Palestinian National Authority, on whose behalf Israel collects the 
revenues. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51770 
 
Report on UNCTAD assistance to the Palestinian people: Developments in the 
economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tdb62d3_en.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Counter radicalisation collection of practices 
Fighting terrorism and violent extremism is not only a question of security measures. The 
best prevention is to stop people from getting involved in violent extremist or terrorist 
activities in the first place, or to convince them to turn away from such ideas and 
methods. 
In a new section of the EU Home Affairs website, the Radicalisation Awareness Network 
(RAN) presents a collection of approaches and practices in training support, exit 
strategies, communities, education, family support, alternative narratives and 
infrastructure to counter violent extremism. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20150901_1_en.htm 
 
RAN Collection of Approaches and Practices 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-practices/index_en.htm  
 
Preventing Radicalisation to Terrorism and Violent Extremism 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-best-practices/docs/ran_collection-
approaches_and_practices_en.pdf  
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Former SNP leader Alex Salmond "prefers people of faith" 
Former First Minister Alex Salmond has revealed that he prefers people of faith over 
those who have lost it or have none. Mr Salmond was speaking in a short video about his 
own faith as an adherent of the Church of Scotland, something he shares with 1.5 million 
other Scots according to the latest statistics. He also stated his belief that religious 
groups play a "key role" in society. … 
Asked about the Kirk's role in society, the former SNP leader said: "I am biased of course 
because I am a Church of Scotland adherent and I prefer people of faith to people of no 
faith or people who have lost their faith. 
"All denominations have a key role to play in society and we are very fortunate in 
Scotland because we have a tremendous ability, among religions and denominations, to 
come together and support good causes." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/recent/former_snp_leader_a
lex_salmond_prefers_people_of_faith 
 
 

Muslim Council of Britain 

British Muslims in Numbers: A significant proportion of Muslims in Britain are 
educationally well-qualified 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/muslimstatistics/briefings/briefing4/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Assisted Dying Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddying.html 

 
Assisted Dying (No. 2) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/assisteddyingno2.html 

 
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/charitiesprotectionandsocialinvestment.html  

 
Education and Adoption Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/educationandadoption.html  

  
Polling Day (Saturday) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/pollingdaysaturday.html  

 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/scotland.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Transplantation (Authorisation of Removal of Organs etc.) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/89893.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Prescription and Title to Moveable Property (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 
September 2015) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480843.pdf 
 
Countering Extremism (closing date 8 October 2015) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/150827-new-inquiry-countering-extremism/ 
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities Consultation on draft Charities (Accounts 
and Reports) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (closing date 30 October 2015) 
http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/accounting-reporting-by-charities-consultation.pdf  
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