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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Islam; Animal welfare; Livestock; Slaughterhouses 
Robin Swann [AQW 43536/11-15] To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development what steps her Department takes to ensure that all animals slaughtered 
using halal methods are stunned prior to slaughter. 

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development: The welfare of animals at the 
time of slaughter is regulated here by the Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing 
Regulations (NI) 2014 which gives effect to Council Regulation (EC) No 
1099/2009 on the protection of animals at the time of killing. 
All Business Operators here comply with the stunning requirements of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 and no animal is slaughtered here without pre-
stunning. Only one abattoir here currently slaughters sheep for the Halal market 
but all animals processed for this market are stunned prior to slaughter. 
Business Operator compliance with the regulatory requirements is verified by an 
Official Veterinarian, assisted by Official Auxiliaries. Officials are present on site in 
each establishment throughout slaughter operating hours. The Officials conduct 
checks on Business Operator compliance throughout the day and periodically 
audit the Business Operator’s compliance with the Regulations. The frequency of 
the checks and audits is dependent on the professional judgment of the Official 
Veterinarian who is guided by his or her findings on a daily basis, on his or her 
own reports or those of colleagues, and on the Business Operator’s historic 
compliance. 
The slaughter industry here has tailored itself to supply the major food retailers in 
Britain and here. A pre-requisite of supplying these companies is that the highest 
animal welfare standards are adhered to. Practising non-stun slaughter is 
therefore not an option for these companies. 
My officials continue to monitor developments in the regulation of animal welfare 
at the time of slaughter throughout Britain and the EU and I will consider all 
developments to ensure the highest standards of animal welfare are maintained.  

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=227710  
 

Islam; Slaughterhouses; Animal welfare; Monitoring 
Robin Swann [AQW 43044/11-15] To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development what oversight her Department has during the slaughter of animals under 
halal conditions. 

 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=227710
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Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development: Regulations governing animal 
welfare at slaughter provide that the Business operator is responsible for 
protecting animal welfare and must have appropriate procedures to monitor and 
record welfare at slaughter. Where monitoring reveals any problem, measures 
must be implemented by the Business Operator to correct the deficiency. 
Business Operator compliance with regulatory requirements is verified by 
an Official Veterinarian, assisted by Official Auxiliaries. Officials are present on 
site in each establishment throughout slaughter operating hours. The Officials 
conduct checks on Food Business Operator compliance throughout the day and 
periodically audit the Food Business Operator’s compliance with the 
Regulations. The frequency of the checks and audits is dependent on the 
professional judgement of the Official Veterinarian who is guided by his or her 
findings on a daily basis, on his or her own reports or those of colleagues, and on 
the Food Business Operator’s historic compliance. 
All animals processed for the halal market here are pre-stunned before slaughter. 
The checks my officials carry out for these animals are, therefore, the same as 
those carried out for other animals. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=226496  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Bell and McCann call for applications to £1.1million Minority Ethnic Development 
Fund  
… The Fund aims to support voluntary and community groups to promote good relations 
between people of different ethnic backgrounds and foster social cohesion.  
The Junior Ministers commented: “… The Fund provides a practical response to enable 
members of minority ethnic communities to become active citizens, using their skills, 
talent and knowledge to the benefit of us all. We encourage groups working in this sector 
to consider applying to the Fund.”   
… the range of funding available includes core funding and project specific funding. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-270315-bell-and-mccann  
 

Closing date for applications 27/4/2015 
Application forms and guidance 
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality/race/minorityethnicfunding.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

The Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Occupied Palestinian 
Territory 

Fragmented lives Humanitarian Overview 2014 
https://www.ochaopt.org/documents/annual_humanitarian_overview_2014_english_final.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
 
Charity search tool (no closing date given) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-search-tool-your-views-wanted 
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