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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism 
Nigel Dodds [226209] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
recent assessment she has made of the effect of anti-Semitism on freedom of expression 
and association within the UK. 

Lynne Featherstone: We have a long-standing tradition of freedom of expression 
and association in this country – and the Coalition Government is clear that 
people are free to gather to protest and express their views in public. However, 
protesters should be clear, that like all members of the public, that they are 
subject to the law and the right to peaceful protest does not extend to threats or 
other criminal behaviour. Where criminal offences are committed and individuals 
have demonstrated antisemitic hostility, they will face the full force of the law. 
We deplore all religious and racially motivated attacks. It is unacceptable for  
anyone to harass, intimidate, or threaten anyone in an illegal manner. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226209/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religion: Equality 
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass [HL5444] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, in 
the light of public sensitivity caused by Marks and Spencer's refusal to acknowledge and 
use the words "Jesus Christ" in a greeting attached to a gift purchased within its 
premises, they have issued guidance on the application of equality legislation to policies 
to be adopted by companies in respect of words and phrases they are prepared to 
reproduce when offering such a service; and if so, in what terms. 

Baroness Garden of Frognal: Statutory guidance about compliance with equality 
legislation is issued by the Equality and Human Rights Commission and is 
intended to give businesses and service providers the information they need to 
understand the Act and meet their responsibilities. 
A copy of the guidance can be found at: 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/services-public-functions-and-
associations-statutory-code-practice 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226209/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226209/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/services-public-functions-and-associations-statutory-code-practice
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/services-public-functions-and-associations-statutory-code-practice
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The Government has no current plans to supplement this guidance. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5444/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Barry Sheerman [225977] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has received on restricting the supply of arms to 
the Israeli government from UK weapons manufacturers; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office receives regular 
representations on the Government’s policy on UK arms exports to Israel. These 
representations include Parliamentary questions, Ministerial and public 
correspondence and engagement with NGOs. This Government supports a 
responsible defence and security industry that helps meet the legitimate defence 
needs of other states, and contributes to their security and law and order. We take 
our arms export responsibilities very seriously and operate one of the most 
rigorous and transparent arms export control regimes in the world. All defence 
and dual-use exports are required to meet the UK’s strict export control legislation 
and adhere to the UK international commitments including international treaties 
and obligations. Each application for an export licence is subject to rigorous case-
by-case assessment against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export 
Licensing Criteria. The licences issued for items for Israel are no different. The 
United Kingdom does not believe that imposing an arms embargo on Israel would 
promote progress in the Middle East Peace Process. We continue to monitor 
closely the situation in Israel and Gaza and take into account the latest 
circumstances when assessing licence applications. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/225977/  
 

Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [226204] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Swedish counterpart on that 
country's decision to recognise Palestine as a state. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Runnymead and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) 
discussed Sweden's decision to recognise Palestine as a state with his Swedish 
counterpart, Margot Wallström, during his visit to Sweden on 20 November 2014. 
Officials from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office have also discussed this 
issue with various levels of the Swedish government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226204/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL5115] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress has been 
made  in   Gaza  with  regard  to  (1)  rehousing  displaced  families,   (2)  bringing  water,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5444/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-03-04/HL5444/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/225977/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/225977/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226204/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226204/
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sanitation and food assistance to the inhabitants, and (3) applying international law to 
end the blockade. 

Baroness Northover: More than 100,000 people were left homeless by the 
conflict, and around 10,000 of those are still sheltering in UN schools. The Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism, which the UK is supporting, has so far enabled over 
52,000 people to buy materials to repair their homes. As part of our long term 
assistance for Gaza, the UK supports partners like the World Food Programme, 
the UN Works and Relief Agency and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross who help deal with food shortages, provide basic services and repair water 
infrastructure in Gaza. UK aid is saving lives, but it is clear the need for a political 
solution for Gaza is more urgent than ever. The UK, along with EU partners, 
continues to call on Israel to improve movement and access into and out of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5115/  
 

Sierra Leone 
Lord Turnberg [HL5110] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Northover on 11 February (HL4569), about medical relief 
operations in Sierra Leone, what efforts they are making to co-ordinate their activities 
with those of the government of Israel which is providing mobile clinics and medical 
expertise to help combat ebola infections. 

Baroness Northover: The UK is leading the international response to the Ebola 
crisis in Sierra Leone. We have built 6 Emergency Treatment Centres staffed by 
British and international healthcare workers, are supporting more than half of all 
the treatment and isolation beds available for Ebola patients, trained 4000 
frontline health care staff, and provided three new laboratories to test one third of 
all samples collected nationally. 
Israel has donated $8.75 million to the UN’s Ebola Response Multi Partner Trust 
Fund. The UK is also represented here and coordinates closely with other donors 
on priorities for the Fund. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5110/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Blackman (855) Involvement of Hamas in a future Palestinian State – That this 
House believes that Hamas must not be permitted any involvement in the government or 
administration of a future Palestinian state; and recognises that as a proscribed terrorist 
organisation with an overtly anti-Semitic ideology Hamas is incompatible with furthering 
the principles set out by the motion that this House supported regarding the recognition 
of a Palestinian state alongside Israel as part of a negotiated solution. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/855  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban urges restraint after Palestinian leadership suspends security cooperation 
with Israel 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed concern regarding the 5 
March decision by the Palestine Liberation Organization’s (PLO) Central Council to 
suspend all forms of security coordination with Israel. 
The PLO Executive Committee will report on implementation of this decision to the PLO 
Central Council in three months  which still  provides  a  “window of opportunity”  for  both  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5115/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5115/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5110/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-02-23/HL5110/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/855
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sides to take necessary actions to honour their obligations, said a statement released by 
Mr. Ban’s spokesperson this afternoon. 
The Secretary-General urged both parties to exercise utmost restraint and “reverse 
unhelpful cycle of actions and counter-actions” and repeated his call on Israel to resume 
the transfer of tax revenues legally due to the Palestinian Authority as per the Paris 
Protocol. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50258#.VPyKpoF7j3o  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Syria 
Matthew Offord [226212] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on whether Iranian forces have established a 
military presence in the Golan Heights region of Syria. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have seen no reports on this issue other than those in the 
media. We have seen numerous media reports that a senior Iranian military 
commander was killed in the Syrian Golan Heights area and that there have been 
recent Syrian army regime offensives in the area, that, according to media 
reports, are backed by Hizballah and Iran. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226212/  

 
Middle East 

Matthew Offord [226214] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of Iran's compliance with UN Security 
Council Resolution 1701. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
the military wing of Hizbollah, including the provision of significant financial 
resources, training and weapons. The UK believes that this Iranian activity is in 
contravention of UNSCR 1747, which prohibits the export of weapons by Iran, and 
inconsistent with the objectives and purpose of UNSC 1701. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226214/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

It is too simple to reduce religious motives to mere pretexts for violence – New 
report 
Violence committed in the name of religion does not simply ‘erupt’, but is typically caused 
by contemporary factors and actors that provide the fertile ground for the seeds of 
hatred, United Nations human rights expert Heiner Bielefeldt said today during the 
presentation of his latest report* to the UN Human Rights Council. 
“That  kind of  violence  typically  originates  from  geographic,  historical,  political, social,  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8437
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50258#.VPyKpoF7j3o
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226212/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226212/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226214/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-03-03/226214/
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economic circumstances as well as communal, local, regional and international ones,” 
Mr. Bielefeldt noted. 
In his study on preventing violence committed in the name of religion, the human rights 
expert warns that “while it would be wrong to focus on religion in isolation when analysing 
the problem, it would be equally simplistic to reduce religious motives to mere ‘excuses’ 
for violent crimes perpetrated in their name.” 
In his view, an all-inclusive understanding of the various factors involved in violence 
committed in the name of religion is needed. “Above all, it is important to overcome 
fatalistic attitude,” he stressed. 
Typical factors, Mr. Bielefeldt notes in his report, are the lack of trust in the rule of law 
and fair functioning of public institutions; narrow-minded and polarizing interpretations of 
religious traditions that may bring about societal fragmentation processes with far-
reaching negative repercussions on social relations. 
He also draws attention to “policies of deliberate exclusion, often in conjunction with 
narrowly defined national identity politics and other factors; denial and impunity for 
serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law.” 
“Violence committed in the name of religion disproportionately targets religious 
dissidents, members of religious minorities or converts,” the expert highlighted. “People 
suspected of undermining national cohesion are also frequent targets of intolerant 
violence.” 
“Attacks will also likely increase where there is a recognized ‘official’ or State religion or 
when a religion is used as a medium to define national identity,” the Special Rapporteur 
warned. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15676&LangID
=E  
 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Heiner Bielefeldt 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HR
C_28_66_ENG.doc  
 
 

European Union 

The spirit of dialogue: effectively addressing acts of intolerance, discrimination 
and incitement to hatred 
… "The EU attaches great importance to the fact that the Council remains seized with the 
protection and promotion of the right to freedom of religion or belief, which remains a 
very high priority under the EU's human rights policy," emphasized Ambassador Peter 
Sørensen, Head of the EU Delegation to the UN in Geneva. "We defend and promote the 
principled position that freedom of religion or belief is a fundamental right to which 
everyone is entitled, outside and within the EU. Individuals discriminated because of their 
religion or belief are at the core of our attention. We also do everything we can to ensure 
that protection and promotion of this human right is not to the detriment of other human 
rights, such as freedom of expression," …  

EU Guidelines on freedom of religion or belief were adopted by the Foreign Affairs 
Council in June 2013 following broad consultations with specialised civil society 
organisations, as well as churches, religious associations or communities, and 
philosophical and non-confessional organisations. …  
The Guidelines build on the universal definition of freedom of religion or belief and focus 
on eight priority areas for action, which are of equal importance: violence, freedom of 
expression, promotion of respect for diversity and tolerance, discrimination, changing or 
leaving one's religion or belief, manifestation of religion or belief, support and protection 
for human rights defenders and support  for and engagement with civil society.  Freedom  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15676&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15676&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HRC_28_66_ENG.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HRC_28_66_ENG.doc
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137585.pdf
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of expression and freedom of religion or belief are interdependent, interrelated and 
mutually reinforcing as they protect individual persons' right to express opinions on any 
religion or belief as opposed to religions or beliefs in themselves. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un_geneva/press_corner/focus/events/2015/20150310
_forb_en.htm  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Equality and Human Rights Law during an Election Period: Guidance for local 
authorities, candidates and political parties 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/publication_pdf/Equality%20and%
20Human%20Rights%20Law%20during%20an%20Election%20Period.pdf  
 
 

Quilliam 

#OPENYOUREYES film-making competition for young people (closing date for 
entries 22 May 2015) 
… Make a short original film that is five minutes or under in length exploring one or more 
of the topics listed below. … 
1. Why religion mustn’t be abused to promote violence 
2. Talk someone out of expressing themselves through violence against themselves or others 
3. Why a multi-faith environment is positive 
4. Can the internet take over your life? 
It could be a monologue or a song, a cartoon, a mime, a comedy sketch or anything else 
that you feel captures the imagination. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/openyoureyes/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
 
Draft Charity Test Guidance Consultation (Scotland) (closing date 26 May 2015) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/about/our-work/consultations/draft-charity-test-guidance-consultation 
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