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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Secretary of State for Education 
Mike Freer: The Secretary of State has been very supportive of the protection of schools 
against terrorism attacks, and my constituents and I are very grateful for that. Will she 
update the House on progress in the funding of counter-terrorism measures at 
independent Jewish schools? 

Nicky Morgan: My hon. Friend has raised an extremely important point. I do not 
want any young people to feel frightened of attending school or of their journey to 
and from school, and, sadly, that applies particularly to members of the Jewish 
community at present. I have had discussions with a number of Jewish 
organisations about the funds that are required and the estimates that they have 
provided. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150302/debtext/15030
2-0001.htm#1503023000025  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Coroners 
Frank Dobson [225340] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what progress he has 
made on implementation of a 24 hour coroners system. 

Simon Hughes: We want to make sure that grieving families receive the highest 
level of service when they are most in need, which is why we are determined that 
inquests are conducted quickly and consistently right across the country. 
It is important that coroners are flexible and accessible in the service they provide. 
The Government will do everything it can to encourage all coroners to make an 
out of hours service available and also to direct a less-invasive post-mortem 
where this is suitable and desired by the family. 
The Chief Coroner and I recently met senior figures from London local authorities 
and from the Metropolitan and City of London Police. We have secured their 
agreement to developing a pan-London out of hours coroner service which will 
share workloads and services and be in place as soon as possible after 31st 
March 2015.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225340/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150302/debtext/150302-0001.htm#1503023000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150302/debtext/150302-0001.htm#1503023000025
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225340/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225340/
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Charity Commission 

New phase of double defaulters class inquiry launched 
The Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in England and Wales, 
has today named further charities which are part of its class inquiry into double defaulting 
charities. …  
Those added in to the inquiry in November 2014 are announced today: 

 1001828 – Friends of Horim Establishments Tel Aviv and Arad see endnote 1 

 222814 – Morris Feinmann Homes Trust … 

 1133262 – Marbitzei Torah … 
12 charities were added to the inquiry between 26 January and 29 January 2015: …  

 1086363 – Ezras Yisroel Trust … 

 802730 – Shalom Employment Action Centre … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-phase-of-double-defaulters-class-inquiry-
launched  
 
 

HM Passport Office 

Guidebook for secretaries (for marriages) of synagogues (updated) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408331/Gu
idebooksfmFeb2015.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Faith Communities: Protections 
T2. Mr D McIlveen asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister whether they 
believe that improvements could be made in the Executive in affording more protections 
to faith communities in Northern Ireland. (AQT 2182/11-15) 

Mr M McGuinness: I think that there are tremendous protections for faith 
communities in the North of Ireland, and I have a tremendous respect for all of the 
Churches and the contributions that they have made through what has been a 
very challenging time for us in terms of the political process, and also the 
tremendous work that the Churches do in bringing people together. … 
As we go forward, we have to ensure that we have a very fine balance between 
the rights of faith communities and minorities in our society, because a chief 
responsibility of the Assembly and the Executive is to ensure that we protect the 
rights of everyone and that there is equality for everyone whilst, at the same time, 
not denying anyone the right to practise their faith. 

Mr D McIlveen: … Will the deputy First Minister give us some indication, bearing in mind 
that he made the point that faith is not just reserved for the Christian community but is 
broader, of whether he has any objections to the issue of the protection and the rights of 
people of faith being included in the commission that was recommended by the Stormont 
House Agreement? Has he any objections to that being part of it? 

Mr M McGuinness: … I think that we all have to respect each other. We have to 
recognise that the whole issue of religion can be very divisive and very damaging 
to our society. … 

There is no direct weblink to the question which was the second answered after 2.30 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2015/03/02&docID=2
26152  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Philip Hollobone [225494] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the extent to which Hamas is attempting to 
rebuild its terrorist infrastructure in the Gaza Strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: We hold regular discussions with Palestinian, Israeli and 
international contacts on the issue of Hamas’ capability. We have assessed that 
Hamas are seeking to rebuild infrastructure, including the tunnel network, in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225494/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mark Durkan (827) Humanitarian situation in Gaza – That this House agrees with the 
United Nations Secretary-General that there is a dire humanitarian situation in Gaza; 
fears the outbreak of further hostilities unless the situation improves dramatically; notes 
the considerable amount of British and other international aid required to keep Gaza from 
deteriorating further and to assist in the reconstruction of infrastructure and homes; 
regrets that the Israeli authorities continue to refuse access to British elected 
representatives to visit Gaza via Erez checkpoint; further notes that, given the dangerous 
security situation in the Sinai, the Israeli-controlled Erez crossing is the only viable entry 
point; and asks the Government to do everything in its power to persuade the Israeli 
authorities to permit parliamentary access into Gaza to assess the situation, the needs of 
the population and how British funds are being spent. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/827  
 
 

European Parliament 

UNRWA chief on Gaza: "We're essentially talking about a time bomb" 
… What is the situation in Gaza currently like following last summer's conflict? 
You have a population that has endured years of Israeli-imposed blockade, which has led 
to massive unemployment and no freedom of movement. Over 45% of Gazans are 
unemployed, including 65% of young people. We're essentially talking about a time 
bomb. 
When people have no prospect for a future and have gone through a conflict last summer 
with 1,500 people killed and 3,000 children injured, you have a set of consequences 
which are devastating for people. …  
The donors must live up to the pledges made at the Cairo Conference on Palestine 
[which took place last October], but we also need political action to address the conflict's 
underlying causes, in particular the occupation and the blockade itself. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20150303STO28917/html/UNRWA-chief-on-Gaza-We're-essentially-
talking-about-a-time-bomb  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225494/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-02-25/225494/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/827
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150303STO28917/html/UNRWA-chief-on-Gaza-We're-essentially-talking-about-a-time-bomb
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150303STO28917/html/UNRWA-chief-on-Gaza-We're-essentially-talking-about-a-time-bomb
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150303STO28917/html/UNRWA-chief-on-Gaza-We're-essentially-talking-about-a-time-bomb
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United Nations 

Middle East: UN envoy says resolution of Gaza crisis key to achieving regional 
peace 
Peace in the Middle East hinges on resolving the ongoing crisis in Gaza, where 
reconstruction efforts are faltering and the blockade continues, the United Nations 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Process, Robert Serry, said today during his final 
visit to the war-ravaged enclave. … 
“I fully understand the frustration of people in Gaza,” the Special Coordinator declared. 
“Many of those who now have access to building materials lack the money to buy them 
or to carry out the works.” 
He noted that the UN had been forced to suspend cash payments to refugee families due 
to a lack of donor support, observing that only a small percentage of the $5.4 billion 
pledged at the Cairo Reconstruction Conference last October had been disbursed. 
“This is, frankly, unacceptable,” he added. 
Moreover, Mr. Serry continued, the ongoing blockade of the Gaza Strip had rendered the 
area “more isolated than ever” due to the many restrictions still in place at Israeli 
crossings and with the Rafah crossing “practically closed.” 
“We, in the UN, have always been in the forefront in calling for an end to the blockade as 
a prerequisite for a stable, functioning economy in Gaza. You also cannot have a stable, 
functioning economy without a more durable ceasefire and a recognized, legitimate and 
inclusive Government leading Gaza’s recovery.” … 
Mr. Serry’s statement concluded. “I am convinced that there can be no peace without 
addressing Gaza’s needs first.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50216#.VPX9ZFN7j3o  
 
 

Human Rights Council, 28
th

 Session (2-27 March 2015) 

Note that several papers relating to Israel, Palestine, and Gaza have not yet been 
published online. 
 
Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the 
independent international fact-finding mission on the implications of Israeli 
settlements on the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the 
Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem (A/HRC/22/63) 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HR
C_28_43_ENG.doc  
 
Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HRC_
28_46_ENG.doc  
 
Addendum: Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on 
the implementation of Human Rights Council resolutions S-9/1 and S-12/1 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HR
C_28_80_Add_1_ENG.doc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150227-
0002.htm#15022739000459  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0084/amend/am084-a.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Interim Report of the Review of the Implementation of the Welfare of Animals Act 
(NI) 2011 (closing date 23 April 2015) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/interim-report-of-
the-review-of-the-implementation-of-the-welfare-of-animals-act-ni-2011.htm  
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance  
(closing date 28 April 2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/ 
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