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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

David Winnick (786) Action by Bishop of Guildford on vicar’s remarks – That this 
House is pleased at the action taken by the Bishop of Guildford regarding a vicar’s 
absurd and conspiratorial theories about the 9/11 attacks; and moreover considers that 
such a senseless outburst in no way assists the plight of Palestinians in the Occupied 
Territories. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/786  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL4418] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to 
encourage Jewish faith leaders in the United Kingdom publicly to condemn settlement 
building by Israel and to make clear their support for universal human rights. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government does not ask faith leaders to 
comment on the actions of foreign governments. Moreover our support for 
universal human rights is clear. The UK's position on settlements is they are 
illegal, present an obstacle to peace, and take us further away from a two state 
solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4418/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

See “Home Affairs” section for an EDM relating to 9/11 accusations against Israel. 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/786
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4418/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-26/HL4418/
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United Nations 

Deputy Secretary-General's remarks, on behalf of the Secretary-General, at the 
opening of the 2015 Session of the Committee on the exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People 
… The General Assembly designated 2014 the International Year of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People.  The aim was to catalyse global action on the Question of Palestine 
in the then promising context of direct peace negotiations brokered by the United 
States.  Instead, the year was a grim one for Palestinians and Israelis, and all those who 
seek peace.  Talks broke down and violence escalated.  Last summer, hostilities 
between Israel and Palestinian armed groups in Gaza claimed the lives of nearly 2,200 
Palestinians and 72 Israelis.  Today, Gaza remains a desolate place under blockade and 
with much human suffering.  I urge donors to fulfil pledges made at last October’s Cairo 
conference for the reconstruction of Gaza. 
In 2014 violence also engulfed the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Israel.  The 
levels of incitement and hostility  in and around Haram al Sharif/ Temple Mount rose to 
alarming levels, threatening to inflame religious tensions in the region and beyond. 
I regret that the parties have since taken unilateral steps that have deepened mutual 
distrust and distanced them from a prospect of negotiated settlement. I urge both parties 
to refrain from any action that could further exacerbate the situation and to demonstrate 
the necessary leadership for reaching and implementing the difficult decisions that lie 
ahead. 
Together with the Israelis and the Palestinians, the international community holds the 
responsibility for what has been a collective failure to advance a political solution. … 
As we celebrate the 70th anniversary of our Organization, I call on this Committee to 
exert all efforts to enable the Palestinian people to exercise their inalienable rights. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/sg/dsg/statements/index.asp?nid=596 
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Reactions to the Paris attacks in the EU: fundamental rights considerations 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-paper-01-2015-post-paris-attacks-
fundamental-rights-considerations_en.pdf  
 
Embedding fundamental rights in the security agenda 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-focus-01-2015-internal-security-1_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/dsg/statements/index.asp?nid=596
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-paper-01-2015-post-paris-attacks-fundamental-rights-considerations_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-paper-01-2015-post-paris-attacks-fundamental-rights-considerations_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2015-focus-01-2015-internal-security-1_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150210/debtext/150210-
0004.htm#15021066000001  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland: draft Equality Guidance (closing date 28 April 
2015) 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/regulator-calls-for-feedback-on-draft-equality-
guidance/  
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