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House of Lords Hall Debate 

Palestine: Recognition 
col 407  Lord Steel of Aikwood: That this House takes note of the Resolution of the 
House of Commons of 13 October 2014 that “this House believes that the Government 
should recognise the state of Palestine alongside the state of Israel, as a contribution to 
securing a negotiated two-state solution”, and that this recommendation has also been 
adopted by the European Parliament, and the Parliaments of Sweden, France, Ireland, 
Portugal and Luxembourg. … 
I have visited the border towns in Israel of Sederot and Ashkelon. I therefore fully 
understand the sense of fear and terror under which they have to live, with the quite 
unacceptable raining down of rockets from Gaza on to these communities. These are not 
only disastrous but positively counterproductive for the peace process. The rockets of 
course inflict casualties on the citizens of Israel, but none of these casualties justifies the 
reaction of the Government of Israel in their two invasions of the Gaza Strip: in 2009, 
Operation Cast Lead, and, in 2014, Operation Protective Edge. … 
In 2002, the Arab Heads of State launched the Arab peace initiative, which promised to 
fly the Israeli flag in embassies in every Arab capital. It was an amazing breakthrough, 
repeated in 2007. … 
Unfortunately, the present Government of Israel under Mr Netanyahu have consistently 
rejected those initiatives and continue to build settlements on the West Bank, now 
occupied by half a million citizens of Israel. They are, of course, totally illegal, as defined 
by the international court. Mr Netanyahu rejects that court: he even rejects the Israeli 
Supreme Court when it criticises the route of the security wall. Israel does not like the 
reference to apartheid, but the separate roads on the West Bank that can be travelled on 
only by Israeli citizens, and which I saw on recent visits, are strongly reminiscent of what 
I used to find in South Africa, as is the expulsion of Palestinians from Israel itself. … 

 

col 410  Lord Cope of Berkeley: … I believe it is time—indeed it is overdue—that the 
UK recognises Palestine as a country. We all know that the 1967 borders need land 
swaps by agreement, but that is still the internationally agreed border. Some countries 
with disputed borders have long been recognised as states, including Israel itself. … 
… recognition would mean that at last we had tried to redeem our historic pledges, in so 
far as we still can, to respect the interests of the pre-existing inhabitants in creating what 
was called the national home for the Jewish people. … 

 

col 411  Baroness Blackstone: … I also want to refute the view that the Israeli 
Government have a right of veto over the future of Palestine as a state. In exercising 
such a veto, they are denying the Palestinian people the dignity associated with self-
determination  that they so  deeply crave and  which the  Israelis also  wanted after 1947.  
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No wonder the Palestinians are now seeking a unilateral route rather than relying only on 
the increasingly futile bilateral negotiations. … 
… think about what it is like to be a young person in Palestine. They have grown up 
experiencing oppression and misery, their older relatives being stripped of their land and 
a blighted economy. Their hopes of self-determination are dashed with every failure of 
the peace process. If we want them to reject violence, as surely we should, we must give 
them hope. … 

 

col 412  Baroness Williams of Crosby: … many of us deeply want to see the survival of 
Israel. We want to see it as a Jewish state; we want to see it as a guarantor that there is 
no future in anti-Semitism. However, we cannot hope to achieve these things if the state 
of Palestine continues to be unrecognised, dishonoured, abused, and relegated to a 
lesser marginal role. … 

 

col 413  Lord Pannick: … instead of the distraction of grandstanding international 
gestures, Palestinians need unequivocally to accept that the State of Israel is here to 
stay. They must give up the notion of a right to live in Haifa or Be’er Sheva. They need to 
throw away the schoolbooks that demonise Jews and deny that the Holocaust occurred, 
and unequivocally to condemn the attacks from Gaza and the suicide bombers, who are 
responsible for the blighting of the lives of other Palestinians, which we have heard about 
today. …  

 

col 414  Baroness Warsi: … I visited Israel and Palestine in December with Medical Aid 
for Palestinians and the Council for Arab-British Understanding … the most moving 
meeting was with a group called Breaking the Silence. They are former Israel Defense 
Forces soldiers, now speaking out against Israeli government policy in the Occupied 
Territories. They wanted neither praise for their bravery, nor sympathy for the abuse they 
receive in Israel for speaking out. They simply wanted us to be informed about the reality 
of the occupation …  
Desperate times make people take desperate actions. In the past the desperate actions 
were violent, and we were right to urge the Palestinians to forgo violence for diplomatic 
means. Yet when they did, we continually rebuffed them for it. When Palestinians see all 
around them the reality of a two-state solution diminishing, if not already over, they start 
to fight for the Palestine that they want to exist, even if it exists simply on paper, out there 
in the abstract. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150129-
0002.htm#15012961000874  
 

col 416  Lord Mendelsohn: … On occasion, I hear it said that an individual is a candid 
friend of Israel. This acts as a means to preface something which clearly indicates that 
they are not. However, Israel needs candid friends who have little fear of raising 
uncomfortable truths and are prepared to place interesting and challenging ideas before 
it. However, far fewer people are prepared to say that they are candid friends of the 
Palestinians and tell them some hard truths. …  
Candid friends need to say that fundamental questions regarding normative character, 
institutional capacity and sustainability of the Palestinian polity cannot be ignored as an 
inconvenient truth or kicked down the road as a post-independence issue. Candid friends 
need to tell the leaders that they need to make peace for what happens the day after an 
agreement is made and that the international community is a tool to support the 
settlement, not a substitute for it. A candid friend has to tell them that they should not 
take every opportunity to miss an opportunity. …  

 

col 417  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … The noble Lord, Lord Sacks, who cannot be 
present today, said on “Thought for the Day”: “Peace is a duet scored for two voices; and 
someone who thinks that one voice can win by drowning out the other just hasn’t 
understood what a duet is”. …  
Forty years ago, few would have believed that Israel would enjoy peaceful relations with 
Egypt and Jordan.  That  peace was  achieved  not by  unilateral  gestures  by one of the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150129-0002.htm#15012961000874
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150129-0002.htm#15012961000874
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parties but by both sides reaching out to the other in a genuine spirit of compromise. … 
… how does Israel negotiate peace with a so-called unity Government including Hamas, 
whose declared aim is the annihilation of the State of Israel and which, since Israel 
withdrew from Gaza in 2005, has launched more than 11,000 rockets at Israeli towns and 
villages? 

 

col 419  The Lord Bishop of Southwark: … Emigration affects in particular the rapidly 
diminishing ancient Christian communities of the region. They are a vital building block 
for a long-term, sustainable peace. Continual marginalisation makes the prevailing 
political situation more difficult, especially in Jerusalem. …  
… the concerns of Arab Israelis and non-Muslim Palestinians are often unheard in these 
discussions. I ask the Minister what Her Majesty’s Government’s assessment is of the 
dangers minorities face as a result of the emergence of two states, and what work is 
being done to bolster and support the fragile ancient Christian communities that are, in 
my view, so vital for peace. …  

 

col 420  Lord Leigh of Hurley: … unilateral recognition of statehood would reward the 
PA, at a time of heightened terrorism and official PA incitement against Israel, for 
choosing Hamas as its partner—as has been mentioned, the recent attack in Jerusalem 
was supported by Hamas. Unilateral recognition would fail to dissuade Hamas and other 
Palestinian factions from using violence and terrorism to advance their agenda. …  
Regrettably, it seems there is an obsession by some to return constantly to Israel and 
Israel alone—0.01% of the world’s land. Israel is perceived as the purveyor of bad deeds, 
while the evil perpetrated by others in so many states is ignored. The French Prime 
Minister was recently moved to point out that such anti-Zionism was a thin veneer for 
anti-Semitism. The tweets of certain MPs have unhelpfully stoked the flames. 
Conversely, Israel is the only democracy and meritocracy in the region. It does not allow 
its citizens to be lashed every week for expressing democratic views on a website, does 
not throw political opponents from the rooftops of tall buildings and does not deny the 
equal rights of all its citizens, including gays, Christians and Muslims. It is safe to say that 
these are not principles universally upheld by Israel’s neighbours and, sadly, in particular 
by the Palestinians. …  
How quick people are to forget that Hamas recently expressed remorse for the tragic 
killing in Paris of French journalists and policemen, but not for the deaths of the Jews 
who were slaughtered. Hamas makes no secret of its desire to destroy Israel and the 
Jewish people. …  

 

col 422  Lord Judd: … The dog that has not barked so far in this debate is the 
Holocaust. We have been commemorating the Holocaust acutely in recent weeks. I was 
10 when those camps were liberated and I was left with an indelible impression. I 
remember the utter distress of my parents at what was being revealed. It was a terrible, 
terrible thing that happened, and it could happen again so easily, because it took place in 
a supposedly previously civilised European country. The point is not that these people 
were Jewish but that they were people with the rights and dignity of all other people. I 
simply say that if we are not prepared to stand up and put muscle into our stance on the 
question of the people of Palestine, where on earth will we be the next time the Jewish 
people come under attack? …  

 

col 423  Baroness Hussein-Ece:  … The inconsistency that we sometimes see has 
swung public opinion here in the United Kingdom and across Europe towards the 
recognition of a Palestinian state and against the appalling injustices and humiliation 
inflicted upon the Palestinian people indiscriminately—Christian and Muslim alike … 
Anyone with an ounce of human sympathy was absolutely sickened by what we saw in 
the war last summer, when thousands of innocent people, including 500 children, were 
killed and schools and hospitals were blown up. … 

 

col 425  Lord Mitchell: … Israel has initiated its fair share of unilateral withdrawals, all of 
which have come back to bite it hard. In 2000, it unilaterally withdrew from all of south 
Lebanon. Today, this land is run by  Hezbollah,  which is sworn to Israel’s destruction.  In  
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2005, Israel unilaterally withdrew from all of Gaza. In less than a year, Fatah was 
overthrown and Hamas took over. … 
Were Israel to unilaterally withdraw from the West Bank, the results are entirely 
predictable. In just a heartbeat, Hamas would overthrow the PA, just like it did in Gaza, 
and just as its charter commands. Even more rockets would be targeted at Israel and 
even more tunnels would be built. This time they would be just a few miles from Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem. For Israel, this would be suicide and it is simply not going to happen. …  

 

col 431  Lord Williams of Baglan: … I will end by referring to a recent film, “The 
Gatekeepers”, which some noble Lords will be familiar with. It is an extraordinary 
testimony to the strength of Israeli democracy. I do not think we could see a film like it in 
this country, at least not yet. The film’s producer was able to interview six former heads 
of either Shin Bet, the internal intelligence service, or Mossad, the external service. …  

 

col 432  Lord Winston: … I was very surprised to hear the right reverend Prelate talk 
about the status of Christians in Israel; after all, in Israel Christians are protected in a way 
that they are not in any other part of the Middle East …  
Safed is six miles from the Syrian border—a walk—and we know what is happening on 
the other side of that border. About 10 miles to the north is Lebanon, where we know that 
there are child soldiers, of whom we have seen photographs only this week in the British 
press, carrying automatic weapons and machine guns. One absolutely understands the 
horrible situation of the Palestinian people; no one could possibly tolerate what has 
happened to them, and no one can do anything other than despair at their plight and their 
despair and the shock that they suffer. … 
 A state has a duty to protect its citizens. Seeing people being beheaded on the border 
across the way, seeing absolute anarchy in all the states surrounding them and hearing 
the kind of language that the noble Lord, Lord Mitchell, referred to from the people who 
are currently in charge in Gaza—which of course Israel evacuated—the Israeli 
Government, wrong though I think they are, continue to dig their heels in. …  
… there are few people in this Chamber who read Arabic … Anyone who does will know 
that since 1948, six and seven year-olds have been subjected to the worst kind of anti-
Semitism in the writings they are given in their schools—far worse than anything that the 
Nazis put out at the time of Auschwitz. … 
There is hope. A few months ago, I went to a wedding in an Arab village in Israel and 
there an Arab man was hosting a strictly Jewish, kosher wedding. He had a partnership 
with a kosher caterer to make certain that his guests loved what they saw. It was a 
terrible tragedy for him because, as noble Lords might remember, in the Middle East last 
January there was a massive snowstorm. The reason why the bride had chosen that 
Arab village was that it was a totally safe, wonderful place where one felt completely at 
ease looking over the hills—but at one moment, all his vines were destroyed in the snow. 
He then went out and replanted them, because he wanted to try to satisfy that Jewish 
bride. …  

 

col 433  Baroness Tonge: …  It is an irony to me that our Ministers and most of the 
media call the bunch of murderous criminals waging war in the Middle East at present 
Islamic State, when they are neither a state nor Islamic. Why do we inflate their 
importance in this way? I find it insulting to the Palestinians that, after 48 years of 
occupation and 68 years since the Nakba, they cannot also be called a state—the state 
of Palestine. 
The Palestinians have tried—oh, they have tried—non-violent demonstrations, violent 
intifada and talks upon talks upon talks, with the goalposts always being moved by Israel, 
the USA or the quartet. They have held well monitored and fair elections, with the result 
not acknowledged by the Government of Israel or the West because the wrong side won. 
They have shown that they can run their own affairs. They have even recognised the 
State of Israel, as has Hamas, within the 1967 borders. …  

 

col 434  Lord Farmer: … How can Israel be safe and secure when Palestine is 
committed to its destruction?  Further,  I have  grave concerns that  this  would be a state  
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that violated the human rights of minorities living within its borders to practise their 
religion freely. The recognition of Palestine, without a negotiated settlement with security 
for adherents of all faiths at its foundation, would exacerbate the already precarious 
situation for Christians in the Palestinian territories, and especially in Gaza. …  
Without wishing to idealise Israel, in terms of tolerating other religions it stands in stark 
contrast particularly to Gaza. At a recent lunch I attended, the Prime Minister remarked 
that Israel is a vulnerable country and yet, against all the odds, it has become an oasis of 
freedom where the call to prayer mingles with church bells—where Hebrew, Arabic and 
Aramaic echo down narrow souks. …  
I am deeply concerned about what Christians’ fate would be in a Palestinian state, given 
that Hamas is grounded in radical Islam. This, alongside the deeply troubling 
commitment to the destruction of Israel, which would of course sweep away Christians 
and other non-Jews, raises questions that have to be considered head on, and can by no 
means be made the subject of wishful thinking. … 

 

col 437  Lord Dykes: … When Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, he was rightly expelled 
after a year by the international community. Everybody approved of that. Israel’s invasion 
of the West Bank took place in 1967. “Invasion” was the right word used by the general 
who was mentioned by a previous speaker. Israel is still there now after nearly 50 years. 
This is a grotesque injustice. … 

 

col 438  Baroness Uddin: … There have been more than two dozen Israeli deaths over 
the past decade. As a mother and someone who has experienced war, I believe that any 
one death is tragic and causes untold sadness. Unacceptably dreadful though this figure 
is, it has neither moral nor political equivalence with the 1,600 civilians killed by the might 
of the Israeli military in Gaza last summer and the 1,400 killed in 2009. …  
Let us recognise the historic initiative of the unity Government formed last summer in 
Palestine, which finally brought together the divided factions of Hamas and Fatah. Now is 
the time to take the initiative to put an end to decades of human suffering and apartheid. 
Let us not find that, through our inaction, we have contributed to a process of ethnic 
cleansing, continued deprivation and inhumanity in the Middle East. … 

 

col 440  Lord Gold: … Acknowledging that Israel exists and is entitled to exist has been 
the major stumbling block previously when the Palestinians have been offered a peaceful 
way to achieve their own state. They were offered and rejected statehood three times. …  

 

col 442  Baroness Deech: … with unfortunate timing, this debate is taking place two 
days after International Holocaust Remembrance Day. In the 70 years since the 
liberation of Auschwitz, despite the millions spent on Holocaust education and 
remembrance, the museums and memorials and the school visits to concentration 
camps, there is a gap in memory and education that needs to be bridged. The desire and 
opportunity to murder 6 million people of a different religion whose presence on his 
territory the murderer resents must not arise again. The message Jews took from the 
Holocaust was that their nationalism was necessary. It has been a success. Israel is not 
Saudi Arabia; it is not North Korea, Iran or Pakistan. It is a flourishing and democratic 
outpost in the desert with an astonishing record. It is a safe haven, an imperative for 
existence that can be applied to no other country in the world. …  
The problem with Israel is not that it has displaced anyone; according to its neighbours, 
the problem is that its population is largely Jewish. …  
Israel’s antagonists often accuse her of apartheid. In the worst times of genuine 
apartheid in South Africa, Mandela was planning his future independent country’s 
constitution, educating its leaders, preaching peace, not vengeance, and acting as a 
statesman. In the early days of Zionism, before statehood, the Jewish residents of what 
was to be Israel prepared their governance structure, set up the organs of a state, 
created universities, made the desert bloom, prepared a legal system and a free press, 
trade unions, hospitals and charities. None of this is present in the Palestinian 
leadership; nothing is readied. …  

 

col 446  Lord  Wallace  of  Saltaire: …  The  Palestinian Authority, in contradistinction to  
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what the noble Baroness, Lady Deech, said, has made important progress on state 
building, which has been recognised by the World Bank and the IMF. As my right 
honourable friend the Secretary of State for International Development said in 
September, the British Government also believe that the Palestinian Authority has the 
capability to run an effective, inclusive, accountable state. …  
 Of course, we wish to maintain a democratic Israel within secure and recognised 
boundaries. …  
We all recognise that there are implications for communities within the United Kingdom. 
The spillover of the Israel-Palestine conflict into the domestic politics of other countries is 
one of the real dangers that we all face. The Government are absolutely clear that we 
wish to maintain the security of the Jewish community in this country. We value 
immensely the contribution that the Jewish community in this country has provided over 
many years and we wish to ensure that it remains secure and fully integrated into the 
United Kingdom community. We have recently provided £2 million to support Jewish 
state schools to ensure the security and safety of British children. 
We also have a substantial Muslim community in this country. Some of them have been 
here for well over 150 years; others have come a great deal more recently. We also wish 
to maintain the security and stability and to promote the integration of the Muslim 
community in this country. I look round the Chamber and I know many of us are also 
working actively towards that. On Sunday my wife and I will be attending a service in 
Westminster Abbey—a Christian church—to commemorate the Holocaust, and there will 
be active Jewish participation in that Christian service. …  

 

col 450  Lord Steel of Aikwood: … I will end by quoting something that was said by 
Abba Eban, who was Israel’s first representative at the UN and its Foreign Minister. He 
said this about the 1967 aftermath: “The Jewish people fail to understand that there was 
something contractual in our entry into the world. We promised to share the territory. The 
present position (that is occupation of the Palestinian territories) is a deviation from our 
birth. I never knew of a country that could successfully throw its birth certificate away”. 
I just hope that in the coming elections in Israel, we will find other statesmen of that 
calibre to replace the present promoters of government in that country. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150129-0003.htm  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Iran 
Matthew Offord [221809] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has made of Iran's financial and material 
support for Hezbollah. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
the military wing of Hizballah. This support includes the provision of significant 
financial resources, military equipment and training, in contravention of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1747, which prohibits the export of weapons by Iran. 
We call on Iran to implement its obligations under this resolution and end its 
military support which undermines regional security. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-23/221809/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Gerald Kaufman (746) The Big Ride for Palestinian children – That this House 
salutes Red Spokes for organising the Big Ride, a sponsored bicycle ride by some 1,000 
cyclists from Edinburgh  to  London to be held from  1 to 9 August to raise money  for the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150129-0003.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-23/221809/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-23/221809/
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Middle East Children's Alliance, a non-profit organisation which is dedicated to helping 
deprived children who are war victims in Gaza; and hopes that not only will this venture 
be financially successful but will draw increased attention to the plight of Palestinian 
children in Gaza and the West Bank. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/746 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns Israeli settlement announcement 
Foreign Office Minister Tobias Ellwood said: The UK condemns the Government of 
Israel’s decision of 30 January to publish new tenders for 450 settlement units in the 
West Bank of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The UK’s position on Israeli 
settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law. We urge the Government of 
Israel to reverse this decision. It is important to focus on steps that are conducive to 
peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-israeli-
settlement-announcement--3  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on Israel's new announcement of settlement 
tenders 
Today's announcements of settlement tenders, if implemented, will further undermine the 
viability of the two-State solution; they are illegal in international law and constitute an 
obstacle to peace. Israel should reverse these decisions, thereby putting an end to 
settlement expansion. The decisions risk inflaming the very tense situation on the 
ground. All sides need to exercise maximum restraint and avoid taking any decision that 
could exacerbate tensions. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150130_04_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0092/15092.pdf  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0092/amend/ml092-I-rev.htm  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0092/15092.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0092/amend/ml092-I-rev.htm
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Stage 1 evidence, Health and Sport Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9750&i=89313  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version  
 

TOP 
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