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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Schools: Faith Schools and Free Schools 
Baroness Massey of Darwen: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are the 
conditions which must be met before a new state-funded faith school or free school is 
allowed to be established; who sets and agrees the conditions; and how the conditions 
must guarantee a broad and balanced curriculum for pupils. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash): My 
Lords, the department sets out clear conditions in guidance and application 
guides for the establishment of all schools. All state-funded schools, whether faith-
designated or not, must deliver a broad and balanced curriculum. This is a 
requirement of education legislation or of their academy funding agreement. 
Ofsted inspections place a clear emphasis on assessing whether schools are 
providing a broad and balanced education. … 

Lord Storey: … Does he agree that respecting and understanding other religions might 
find a route in ensuring that faith schools had a percentage of pupils from other faiths? 

Lord Nash: All free schools have oversubscription criteria of 50%. All schools 
must be inclusive and respect the rights and needs of other faiths or people with 
no faith. … 

Lord Harrison: Is the Minister aware that much of the recurring criticism of these schools 
is about the failure to deliver education on religion which encompasses all religions and 
those people who have none at all? 

Lord Nash: I entirely agree that all schools should prepare their pupils for modern 
life by teaching them about the basics of all the main religions practised in this 
country. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, given the concerns recently raised by some free faith 
schools which have cropped up in recent years, is it not time to have a bit of an 
evaluation of faith schools and their place in our society rather than rolling out even 
more? 

Lord Nash: Faith schools and church schools are an essential part of our school 
landscape. Church schools represent 34% of all schools and 25% of all pupils are 
educated in them. Church schools consistently outperform other schools and have 
a superb record of community cohesion. We want to provide parents with diversity 
and choice. 

The Lord Bishop of Leicester: My Lords, does the Minister agree that “faith school” 
covers a variety of different kinds of institution?  Church of  England schools are not faith  
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schools in the narrow sense of providing an education for people of just one faith. In 
places such as Leicester they provide a rounded education for the whole community, 
including many of other faiths who value highly what they have to offer. 

Lord Nash: I agree entirely with the right reverend Prelate. Many church schools 
are highly inclusive. A study by the University of York undertaken in 2009 praised 
the record of church schools on community cohesion. 

Baroness King of Bow: My Lords, will the Minister confirm that the only way to establish 
a faith school—like any new school—is via the free schools programme? Some of the 
problems that we have seen with faith schools are therefore evident more widely—
namely, lack of oversight and lack of qualified teachers. As with the Al-Madinah free 
school and others, that lack of oversight and the presence of unqualified teachers have 
damaged the education of children in communities in Derby, Durham and Crawley, 
where free schools have had to close. I know that the Minister will say that many free 
schools are excellent, and he is right: free schools, like state schools, can be outstanding 
or inadequate. However, I hope he will agree that that is not the point. The point is that, 
unlike state schools, free schools can employ unqualified teachers and avoid robust 
scrutiny. When will the Government better protect and scrutinise the education of 
children in free schools? 

Lord Nash: I point out to the noble Baroness that a faith school can be set up 
through the VA route, although very few are established in this way. I think I have 
already pointed out that our record of failure in establishing new schools is rather 
better than that of the previous Government. I am delighted that we are back on 
unqualified teachers because, if that is all we have to argue about, it clearly shows 
cross-party support for our education reforms. In fact, there are fewer unqualified 
teachers under this Government—only around 3% are unqualified. I am surprised 
that the Labour Party wants to restrict people from RADA or the Royal College of 
Music who may be able to teach for only a few hours a week in a primary school. I 
find it particularly surprising that the shadow Secretary of State for Education—it 
should be borne in mind that he is himself an unqualified teacher, went to a school 
which has many unqualified teachers, and failed to answer Jeremy’s Paxman’s 
question nine times—is quite prepared to send his own children to a school with 
unqualified teachers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150128-
0001.htm#15012854000377  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 849  Bob Blackman: Yesterday marked the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. I welcome my right hon. Friend’s acceptance of all the 
recommendations from the Holocaust Commission, which was set up by this Government. 
Will he in particular make sure that the lasting monument to that terrible tragedy is 
accessible throughout the United Kingdom and will he safeguard the funding for the 
Lessons from Auschwitz project, so ably put together by the Holocaust Education Trust? 

The Prime Minister: I am sure that my hon. Friend speaks on behalf of the whole 
House and indeed the whole country in wanting to commemorate properly the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, and to ensure that here in Britain we 
properly commemorate the horrors of Auschwitz for years to come. The Leader of 
the Opposition,  the Deputy  Prime  Minister and I were privileged to meet so many  
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survivors yesterday with the extraordinary stories that they have to tell, but they 
cannot go on telling those stories for ever, so it is vital that we record their 
testimony; that we make sure that education about the holocaust is maintained; 
that we establish this national monument, for which three places have been 
identified; and that this work goes head, starting now with all-party support. 

Edward Miliband: Let me first associate myself with the remarks of the hon. Member for 
Harrow East (Bob Blackman) and the Prime Minister. Yesterday was an incredibly moving 
and emotional day for anyone who was part of the commemoration. I thank the Prime 
Minister for the work that has been done as part of the Holocaust Commission and I can 
confirm absolutely that it will be taken forward on a cross-party basis so we do indeed 
keep the memory alive. … 

 

David Tredinnick: Does my right hon. Friend recall that, not long after the liberation of 
Auschwitz, the British Army liberated another camp, Bergen-Belsen, freeing 60,000 
starving inmates, many of whom were saved by British medical services? Does he also 
recall that our allies at the time, the Russians and the countries of the former Soviet 
Union, in their struggle to defeat Nazi Germany, lost 40 million civilians and soldiers? 
Should we not pay them some tribute too? 

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend is absolutely right. We should pay tribute to all 
those who helped to defeat the evil of Nazi Germany. It is a good day to pay tribute 
to the British soldiers who liberated Bergen-Belsen. At the Holocaust memorial 
event yesterday, a tape of Richard Dimbleby’s incredibly moving testimony of what 
he and those soldiers found at Belsen was played for everyone to hear, and we 
should be very proud of the role that British soldiers played in liberating these 
appalling death camps. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150128/debtext/150128-
0001.htm#15012836000020  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"Mine is the last generation who will have the opportunity to speak to survivors of 
the Holocaust" 
Statement by Charlotte Cohen, Youth Advisor to the UK Prime Minister’s Holocaust 
Commission, to the UN Holocaust Memorial Ceremony 
… ‘Why should we remember the Holocaust?’ It is a good question, and one that we must 
discuss openly if we are to engage all people of all ages with Holocaust commemoration. 
The Holocaust was the murder of 6 million individual Jewish men, women and children. It 
was therefore an intensely human tragedy. 
We must not forget that the attempted destruction of Europe’s Jews caused incalculable 
damage and grief which is still felt today. I recently discovered, completely by chance on 
holiday in Berlin, that I too had lost a family member in the Holocaust. There is a part of 
my history, of my ancestry, that until then I was totally disassociated from and unaware of. 
This led me to realise how voids caused by the eradication of whole communities and 
families has ramifications worldwide. In remembering the Holocaust, we acknowledge and 
contemplate this huge loss. 
Mine is the last generation who will have the opportunity to speak to survivors of the 
Holocaust. My contemporaries and I will therefore be instrumental in passing on their 
memories, and have a special responsibility to ensure that the legacy of the survivors 
endures. 
Recognition of the contemporary relevance of the Holocaust is extremely important to me. 
When I hear my friends using pejorative terms, referencing someone’s ethnicity or 
sexuality, I wonder if they comprehend the true implications of their words. Would they 
use these phrases if they knew exactly where discrimination and racism had led to in their 
grandparent’s  lifetimes?  That it had created an atmosphere in which the mass  murder of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150128/debtext/150128-0001.htm#15012836000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150128/debtext/150128-0001.htm#15012836000020
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millions of people had become possible? My friends are not bad people. Nor are they 
unintelligent, or irrational. So for me, the answer has to be “no”- they wouldn’t. 
Understanding how the Holocaust started, and how prejudice and intolerance became the 
norm before the mass-murder began, highlights to young people the gravity of their 
words. It might help them make better choices, and it is a further reason why Holocaust 
education is so imperative. … 
Today, as we remember the millions of victims of the Holocaust, we must also reflect on 
the actions taken- and not taken- by the rest of the world. I hope that in the future 
Holocaust commemoration and education will continue to act as a unifying force, bringing 
people from all walks of life together to challenge hatred wherever we find it. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/mine-is-the-last-generation-who-will-have-the-
opportunity-to-speak-to-survivors-of-the-holocaust  
 
 

United Nations 

Remembering Holocaust victims, Ban urges unity to eradicate anti-Semitism, all 
forms of hatred 
… “As we remember what was lost in the past, and as we recognize the perils of the 
present, we know what we must do – and we know we must do it together,” said Mr. Ban 
in opening remarks to the UN General Assembly’s annual commemoration of the Day. … 
Recalling his visit to the Auschwitz Birkenau camp in November 2013, Mr. Ban said: “I 
saw the full machinery of murder: the railway platform where the infamous selections were 
made; the barracks that held Jews, Roma, Sinti, non-Jewish Poles, Soviet prisoners of 
war, dissidents, disabled persons and homosexuals; and finally the ovens where human 
beings were turned to ashes.” … 
“Anti-Semitism remains a violent reality; Jews continue to be killed solely because they 
are Jews. Extremism and dehumanization are present across the world, exploited through 
social media and abetted by sensationalist press coverage. The targets are as diverse as 
humankind itself,” the Secretary-General said. 
In Europe and elsewhere, Muslims are under attack, the victims of bigotry at the hands of 
political opportunists and ultra-nationalists. Vulnerable populations everywhere bury their 
dead and live in fear of further violence. … 
In his address, Reuven Rivlin, President of Israel, recalled the “brutal”, “perverted” 
extermination of Jews during the Holocaust “in the most horrifying crime ever committed 
in the history of the human race.” …  
“We must ask ourselves honestly: is our struggle – the struggle of the General Assembly 
against genocide – effective enough?” he said. “Are we shedding too many tears and 
taking too little action?” … 
“Nations cannot be saved and must not be saved as an afterthought or from 
considerations of cost-benefit,” Mr. Rivlin said. “Unless the moral fire burns within us, the 
lessons of the Holocaust will never be learned.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49928#.VMpbCF6Ucp0  
 
UN Assembly hears Holocaust survivor’s plea to never forget ‘all human life is 
sacred’ 
…  Holocaust survivor Jona Laks …recalled that in Auschwitz she had been “just number 
A27725,” a tattoo that is still emblazoned on her arm. 
“Seventy years since the liberation, I stand before you to bear witness of a world that once 
and a people disseminated because they were born Jewish. I stand before you to bear 
witness what befell my family, my twin sister and me,” … 
“Not only people died in Auschwitz, the idea of humanity perished as well. The message is  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/mine-is-the-last-generation-who-will-have-the-opportunity-to-speak-to-survivors-of-the-holocaust
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/mine-is-the-last-generation-who-will-have-the-opportunity-to-speak-to-survivors-of-the-holocaust
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49928
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49928#.VMpbCF6Ucp0


 5 

 

not to forget and that human life is sacred,” she said. … 
Avner Shalev, Chairman of Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial, delivering today’s 
keynote address, asked why the Shoah refuses to become history and remains relevant 
to so many people. Genocides and other human atrocities occurred before the Holocaust 
but this event in history stands out. The Holocaust is so powerful, he said, because of the 
ease and speed with which the perpetrators’ ideology succeeded. 
How could hundreds of years of human progress yield such massive atrocities? Modern 
society deludes itself that technological advances go hand-in-hand with moral progress. 
“This is not true. The Shoah was conceived by highly educated people,” Mr. Shalev said, 
emphasizing that if it happened before, it can happen again. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49938#.VMpac16Ucp0  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb [221867] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority about the steps it can 
take to ensure the unhindered operation of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Consulate-General in Jerusalem have had 
regular discussions with the Palestinian Authority (PA), in particular Prime Minister 
Hamdallah, about the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). As a donor 
contributing to the establishment of the mechanism, we have been urging the PA 
to ensure the mechanism works effectively, in order to expedite reconstruction in 
Gaza. Our embassy in Tel Aviv also discusses the operation of the GRM regularly 
with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-23/221867/  
 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb [221868] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the stability of the Fatah-Hamas Unity 
government in the Palestinian Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood: Since its formation, the Palestinian interim technocratic 
government has faced considerable challenges threatening its stability – including 
the conflict in Gaza over the summer, ongoing internal Palestinian political 
tensions, the challenge of extending Palestinian Authority (PA) control over Gaza, 
and reconstructing Gaza. The government remains fragile and has a huge task in 
front of it in reuniting Gaza and the West Bank. 
The UK welcomed the formation of the interim technocratic government in June, 
and has strongly supported government efforts to reconstruct Gaza and re-
establish PA authority there. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-23/221868/  
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL4262] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 13 January (HL3931), what assessment they 
have made of progress in the Israeli investigation of the death of Palestinian Cabinet 
Minister Ziad Abu Ein. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Israeli investigation into the allegations of 
wrong-doings by Israeli Defence Force soldiers that led to Palestinian Minister 
Ziad Abu Ein's death is still pending.   
A team comprised of Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian forensic scientists 
investigated the death of Minister Abu Ein. They differed on the causes of his 
death, although they agreed that he died from a blockage of the coronary artery. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-19/HL4262/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3931/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary concerned by clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli 
Defence Forces 
The Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: “I am concerned about reports of clashes 
between Hezbollah and the Israeli Defence Force this morning, which have resulted in 
serious casualties. I offer my condolences on the deaths of a number of Israeli soldiers 
and a Spanish UN peacekeeper from the UN Interim Force in Lebanon. We urge all sides 
to exercise maximum restraint and prevent further escalation.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-concerned-by-clashes-between-
hezbollah-and-the-israeli-defence-forces  
 
 

United Nations 

UN ‘blue helmet’ killed near site of Lebanon-Israel cross-fire; investigation under 
way 
… In a statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, the Secretary-General deeply 
regretted the death of the UNIFIL peacekeeper and condemned all violence. He called 
for maximum calm and restraint, the preservation of stability of the area and said all 
parties should act responsibly to prevent any escalation in an already tense regional 
environment. That statement also said that a rocket attack on an IDF patrol killed two IDF 
soldiers and injured others; the attack was claimed by Hizbollah. The Israel Defense 
Forces retaliated.   
“The Secretary-General is also concerned about violations of the 1974 Disengagement 
Agreement between Israel and Syria,” the statement said. “Rockets were fired yesterday, 
27 January 2015, from the area of limitation on the Bravo side across the ceasefire line 
and the Israel Defense Forces responded with artillery fire and later an airstrike.” 
The UN Special Coordinator for Lebanon, Sigrid Kaag, echoed the Secretary-General’s 
deep concern over the serious deterioration of the security situation in South Lebanon 
following the exchange of fire. She urgently called on all parties to refrain from any 
actions that could destabilize the situation further. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49929#.VMpa716Ucp0  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150128-
0001.htm#15012854000382  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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