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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Radicalism 
Greg Mulholland [221195] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
recent assessment she has made of the threat of far right radicalisation. 

James Brokenshire: The threat of a terrorist attack in the UK from groups 
motivated by Far Right extremist ideologies is currently assessed as being LOW 
(i.e. that an attack is unlikely). The threat from Lone Actors motivated by any 
ideology is harder to assess. 
The threat posed by Far Right extremists is assessed by the Police and Security 
Service as part of the same process as that from all other forms of extremism 
(including Islamism) and is managed according to the threat that it is deemed  
to pose. 
The National Domestic Extremism and Disorder Intelligence Unit (NDEDIU), 
managed by the Metropolitan Police on behalf of all forces, lead on the 
development of the national intelligence picture on all forms of domestic  
extremism including the Far Right and works closely with the national Police 
Counter-Terrorism Network. 
The Government’s Prevent strategy to stop people becoming terrorists or 
supporting terrorism, addresses all form of extremism, including far right 
extremism. The Channel programme, a key part of the Prevent strategy, provides  
support to those identified at risk of being drawn into terrorism. Since national 
rollout in April 2012, there have been over 2000 referrals to Channel; hundreds of 
individuals have been offered support. A proportion of those offered support were 
referred for far right concerns. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221195/  

 
Community Relations 

Dan Jarvis [221194] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what steps his Department is taking to promote religious and ethnic 
tolerance and understanding. 

Stephen Williams: Our approach to promoting religious and ethnic tolerance and 
understanding, is through supporting integration in communities. I refer the hon. 
Member   to  the  Written  Ministerial  Statement  of  18  December  2014,  Official  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221195/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221195/
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Report, Columns 110-118WS, which details my Department's integration 
approach, as well as current integration projects and activities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221194/ 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/14121
8m0001.htm#14121843000004 (second item) 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Treasury 
col 723  Ed Balls: First, on a note of consensus, today is Holocaust memorial day. 
Following our conversation last night concerning today’s report by the cross-party 
Holocaust commission, on which I am proud to serve, will the Chancellor confirm the 
cross-party agreement to fund the commission’s recommendations, alongside ongoing 
funding, for the rest of the decade, for the vital work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, 
to ensure we have a new and permanent memorial and that future generations never 
forget that terrible atrocity? … 

Mr Osborne: First, this being the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, 
we should remember the inhumanity and the suffering of those who died and 
those who live with the memories of the holocaust, and we should vow as a nation 
to keep their memory alive. The right hon. Gentleman and Members from other 
political parties served on the Holocaust commission, the chairman of which, Mick 
Davis, briefed the Cabinet today on its proposals for a permanent memorial and 
an education learning centre. I made it clear in the Cabinet meeting that the 
Government would provide £50 million to support this brilliant plan, and of course 
we will continue to fund the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, which takes 
Members and many school children to Auschwitz to see for themselves the horror 
that happened there. Across the House, we can come together to commemorate 
this day and ensure that the holocaust is never forgotten and that we never repeat 
its mistakes. … 

Ed Balls: It is good we have cross-party agreement fully to fund the Holocaust 
commission’s report. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/15012
7-0001.htm#15012737000021 
 
 

Prime Minister’s Statement 

Holocaust Commission 
The Prime Minister (David Cameron): … On this poignant Holocaust memorial day, 70 
years on from the liberation of Auschwitz, “Britain’s Promise to Remember” sets out the 
steps this country will take to ensure that the memory of the Holocaust is preserved and 
its lessons are never forgotten. 
The Commission’s work was informed by a call for evidence which received nearly 2,500 
responses. This included one of the largest ever gatherings of British Holocaust survivors 
at Wembley stadium; a youth essay competition with more than 700 entries; and a wide 
range of consultation events and meetings, including at the White House and United 
Nations. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221194/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-19/221194/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141218/wmstext/141218m0001.htm#14121843000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/150127-0001.htm#15012737000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/150127-0001.htm#15012737000021
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The Commission found widespread dissatisfaction with the existing Holocaust memorial 
in Hyde park, which was felt to be hidden out of sight and offer no context, information or 
opportunity to learn more. The strength of feeling on this was very clear, particularly from 
many of Britain’s Holocaust survivors. 
The Commission drew on emerging findings from the world’s largest study of young 
people’s knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust—conducted by UCL’s Institute 
of Education. This found that the majority of our young people do not know some of the 
most fundamental facts that explain how and why the Holocaust happened, even after 
studying it at school. The Commission also reported inadequate support for regional 
projects, compounded by a lack of long-term funding for Holocaust education. And it 
identified the urgent need for the recording and appropriate preservation of the testimony 
of survivors and liberators. 
So the Commission made four main recommendations. First, Britain should have a 
striking and prominent new national memorial in central London … 
Second, there should be a world-class learning centre to accompany the national 
memorial. … 
Third, there should be an endowment fund to secure the long-term future of Holocaust 
education for ever. … 
Fourth, the Commission recommends an urgent programme to complete the task of 
recording and preserving the first-hand testimony of British Holocaust survivors and 
liberators. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/wmstext/15012
7m0001.htm#15012754000006  
 
 

Downing Street 

Britain’s Promise to Remember The Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission Report 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398645/Ho
locaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf  
 
National Holocaust Commemoration event 2015: Prime Minister's speech 
… It is time for Britain as a nation to stand together and say “we will remember.” To say: 
“we will not allow any excuses for anti-Semitism in our country.” We not let any form of 
prejudice destroy the multi-faith, multi-ethnic democracy we are so proud to call our 
home. We will teach every generation the British values of respect and tolerance that we 
hold dear. And we will ensure that they can learn from the stories of our Holocaust 
survivors long after we are all gone. 
That is why today – with the full support of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Leader of 
the Opposition – I am accepting the recommendations of the Holocaust Commission. 
And I thank Mick Davis and all the Commissioners – including Ed Balls, Michael Gove 
and Simon Hughes – who have given this work the cross-party status it so profoundly 
deserves. 
Britain will have a proper National Memorial to the Holocaust in Central London. We will 
have a world-class Learning Centre that teaches every generation to fight hatred, 
prejudice and intolerance in all its forms. We will have an endowment fund – so that 
Holocaust education is secured for ever. We will have an immediate project to finish the 
urgent task of auditing, recording and future-proofing testimony. So the memory of 
Holocaust survivors and liberators is faithfully preserved for generations to come. And we 
will get on and do all this straightaway. 
With cross-party support I am today setting up the United Kingdom Holocaust Memorial 
Foundation. And I am delighted that Sir Peter Bazalgette has agreed to be its first chair. 
The government will  kick-start a  society-wide  fundraising  effort to deliver  the  National  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/wmstext/150127m0001.htm#15012754000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/wmstext/150127m0001.htm#15012754000006
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398645/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398645/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
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Memorial, Learning Centre and endowment fund by committing £50 million. 
Today we stand together – whatever our faith, whatever our creed, whatever our politics. 
We stand in remembrance of those who were murdered in the darkest hour of human 
history. We stand in admiration of what our Holocaust survivors have given to our 
country. And we stand united in our resolve to fight prejudice and discrimination in all its 
forms. We will keep Britain’s Promise to Remember. Today, tomorrow and for every 
generation to come. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/national-holocaust-commemoration-event-
2015-prime-ministers-speech  
 

Prime Minister pledges prominent Holocaust Memorial for Britain 
… The Commission … has today recommended: 
 a striking and prominent new National Memorial should be built in central London to 

make a bold statement about the importance Britain places on preserving the memory 
of the Holocaust and stand as a permanent affirmation of the values of British society 

 a world-class Learning Centre should sit alongside the memorial. This should be a 
must-see destination using the latest technology to engage and inspire vast numbers 
of visitors. It would also be responsible for developing a physical campus and online 
hub bringing together a network of the existing Holocaust organisations across the UK 
and supporting them in driving a renewed national effort to advance Holocaust 
education across the country 

 an endowment fund to secure the long-term future of Holocaust education – including 
the new Learning Centre and projects across the country 

 an urgent programme to record and preserve the testimony of British Holocaust 
survivors and liberators 

All 3 parties have agreed that government will commit £50 million to the creation of the 
National Memorial, Learning Centre and endowment fund. …  
Leader of the Opposition, Ed Miliband said: In the 1940s both my parents fled the Nazis 
and several of my relatives – including my grandfather – were killed in the Holocaust. My 
family’s story is just one of millions of stories of men, women and children who were 
tragically murdered in the Holocaust because they were Jewish or a member of other 
persecuted groups. 
I’m pleased to support the Holocaust Commission’s recommendations because they will 
help ensure that the memories of those killed in the Holocaust live on, both through a 
powerful memorial as well as long-term education and research programmes. 
At a time of rising anti-Semitic attacks in Britain and across Europe, it is imperative that 
we remember what religious prejudice can lead to. … 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg said: … sadly there will be a time when there are no 
eyewitnesses left. It is therefore even more important that we build the best possible 
facilities to educate future generations about the Holocaust and continue to tell their 
stories long after they are gone. 
We also remember the millions who lost their lives. Learning about the Holocaust is not 
just a history lesson. It is one of the greatest antidotes we have to anti-Semitism and 
extremism of all kinds. We simply cannot remember and re-remember these horrors 
enough. Silence and forgetfulness allows prejudice and hatred to rise again, as we can 
see from the violence still perpetrated today. … 
There were nearly 2,500 responses to a national call for evidence by the 
Commission which included one of Britain’s largest ever gatherings of Holocaust 
survivors at Wembley Stadium in May. As well as revealing widespread dissatisfaction 
with the current memorial in Hyde Park, the consultation found that, although there are 
pockets of excellence in Holocaust education, there are worrying gaps in young people’s 
knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust. … 
 the majority of those surveyed did not know some of the most fundamental facts that 

explain  why  and  how  the   Holocaust   happened,   even  after   having  studied  the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/national-holocaust-commemoration-event-2015-prime-ministers-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/national-holocaust-commemoration-event-2015-prime-ministers-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
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Holocaust at school 
 when asked who was responsible for the Holocaust, the vast majority think only of 

Hitler and the Nazis – more than 3 quarters didn’t recognise that hundreds of 
thousands of ordinary citizens were also complicit in the Holocaust 

 more than half thought the killing sites were in Germany rather than in Poland 
 less than a third knew what ‘anti-Semitism’ meant – compared to more than half who 

knew what ‘Islamophobia’ meant and 90% who knew what ‘homophobia’ meant … 
The new Learning Centre and its partners will be tasked with transforming the way 
Holocaust education is delivered. The latest technology will be used to develop 
innovative ways to educate and will be made available around the UK. The Commission 
has been working to develop some initial concepts with pro bono support from Oscar-
winning British company Framestore. These include, for example, using virtual reality 
technology to recreate the streets of 1930s Germany, and smart tickets which would 
allow visitors to interact with digital installations. … 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis said: … Building on the great work already being done, the 
recommendations of the Commission will have a profound impact on the future of 
Holocaust education and its centrality in the UK. … It has never been more important 
than it is today for humanity to learn the lessons of the Holocaust. Only through learning 
about the darkest period in human history can we ensure it will not be repeated. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-prominent-holocaust-
memorial-for-britain  
 
 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2015: Nick Clegg message 
… Learning about the Holocaust is not just a history lesson. It is one of the most powerful 
antidotes we have to anti-Semitism and extremism whenever and wherever it may occur. 
And, we all have a responsibility to ensure that the testimonies of Zigi and other survivors 
of the Holocaust continue to be told for generations to come. 
This year’s Holocaust Memorial Day marks the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and 20 years since the genocide in Sbreneicia in Bosnia. 
So, on this day and in the weeks, months and years that follow, please take a moment to 
remember the victims of the Holocaust and all subsequent genocides. Together, we can 
honour their memory in the best way possible – fighting hatred and ensuring their voices 
live on. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-memorial-day-2015-nick-clegg-message 
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Communities ministers pay tribute to the survivors of the Holocaust 
… Communities Secretary Eric Pickles who is attending the commemoration ceremony at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland said: Today 70 years ago, the world awoke to the horrors of 
what man is truly capable of. The scale of the tragedy does not fade with time, but the 
personal memories grow fainter with each passing milestone. 
Among the millions who died we remember the individuals, the men, women and children 
with hopes and aspirations extinguished and the families who suffered. But we must also 
celebrate the remarkable resilience of those who went on to rebuild their lives, the many 
who settled here in Britain, called this country their home and made us richer for their 
contribution. 
We owe it to the survivors that their legacy never fades. … 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-prominent-holocaust-memorial-for-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-prominent-holocaust-memorial-for-britain
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holocaust-memorial-day-2015-nick-clegg-message
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Communities Minister Stephen Williams said: … Today we remember all of the victims 
persecuted by the Nazis. This year we also mark the 20th anniversary of the genocide at 
Srebrenica. To imagine that such evil could take place in modern Europe during our 
lifetime, half a century after the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau reminds us that the 
lessons of history can be tragically short. 
Holocaust Memorial Day reminds us of the vital importance of confronting the dangers of 
antisemitism, racism and discrimination in all its forms and the importance of never 
standing aside when we encounter prejudice and hatred. 
Lord Tariq Ahmad of Wimbledon said: A few weeks ago I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau for 
the first time. I saw the wrought iron work, the guard’s towers and the railway tracks. 
Auschwitz-Birkenau is more than bricks and mortar, it stands as a blight on the history of 
mankind in a dark chapter in human history. Yet today it also serves as a centre of 
education, it ensures that the lessons of the Holocaust are not forgotten and indeed 
become part of the learning of our future generations. 
It is education that is crucial to fighting discrimination and through projects such as the 
Anne Frank Trust we are ensuring that young people challenge prejudice of all kinds and 
embrace positive attitudes, personal responsibility and respect for others and their 
beliefs. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-pay-tribute-to-the-survivors-
of-the-holocaust  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary visits Auschwitz 
The Foreign Secretary, Philip Hammond, said: I am humbled to be at Auschwitz-Birkenau 
today, 70 years since its liberation. Standing in these chilling surroundings and imagining 
what happened here, I have seen for myself how the unprecedented horror of the 
Holocaust continues to hold universal meaning. It is also close enough in time that 
survivors can still bear witness to the horrors that engulfed the Jewish people and to the 
terrible suffering of the many millions of other victims of the Nazis. 
We remember the victims who perished; and I pay tribute to the survivors still with us, 
many of whom work tirelessly to share their stories and memories with the next 
generation. We continue to stand up against those who distort or deny the Holocaust and 
to confront anti-Semitism wherever it is found. 
With our international partners, we will continue to support Holocaust education, 
remembrance and research - as of fundamental importance in themselves, and for 
prevention of future genocides. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-visits-auschwitz  
 
Baroness Anelay marks Holocaust Memorial Day 
Baroness Anelay said: … On this day we remember the horrors that engulfed the Jewish 
people and the terrible suffering of the many millions of other victims. We remember 
those who perished, honour the survivors still with us, some of whom I will have the 
tremendous honour of meeting later today, and reaffirm humanity’s common aspiration 
for mutual understanding and justice. 
The international community shares a solemn responsibility to fight against the evils of 
genocide, ethnic cleansing, racism, antisemitism and xenophobia. As Chair of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) we stand today, 70 years after 
the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, with the IHRA’s 31 member and eight observer 
countries, together with our seven Permanent International Partners, to reaffirm our 
strong and unqualified support for our founding document, the Stockholm Declaration of 
the year 2000, and the solemn commitments which we then undertook. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-pay-tribute-to-the-survivors-of-the-holocaust
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-pay-tribute-to-the-survivors-of-the-holocaust
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-visits-auschwitz
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The unprecedented character of the Holocaust will always hold universal meaning for us. 
We are committed to remembering and honouring its victims, to upholding the terrible 
truth of the Holocaust, to standing up against those who distort or deny it and to 
combatting anti-Semitism, racism and prejudice against the Roma and Sinti. 
We are determined to continue to develop our international cooperation on Holocaust 
education, remembrance and research and the prevention of future genocides, as we 
plant the seeds of a better future amidst the soil of a bitter past. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/baroness-anelay-marks-holocaust-memorial-day  
 
 

Wales Office 

Wales Office Ministers mark Holocaust Memorial Day 
… Welsh Secretary Stephen Crabb said: … As recent events have shown anti-Semitism 
and other forms of bigotry have sadly not yet been relegated to the history books and I 
would urge people across Wales to mark the day and to join in the fight against 
prejudice, intolerance and extremism. We all have a responsibility to speak out and 
challenge discrimination and persecution whenever we see it. … 
Wales Office Minister Jenny Randerson said: … We need to preserve the memory of 
these dreadful events to better understand what can happen when hatred and prejudice 
are left unchecked and intolerance and hatred are allowed to flourish. 
Wales Office Minister Alun Cairns said: As we commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day 
and the victims and survivors of genocide around the world, it’s important that we keep 
their stories alive and continue working for a more just society. 
Many people fleeing persecution have made Wales their home and so it’s up to all of us 
to recognise that we have a role to play in building tolerance and understanding across 
our communities. 
It’s vital that the lessons from the Holocaust are taught today and to future generations to 
make sure it never happens again. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wales-office-ministers-mark-holocaust-memorial-
day 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 
Stewart Maxwell: … The theme of this year’s Holocaust memorial day is “keep the 
memory alive”.  … In a few years, the generation that suffered under the Nazi regime will 
have passed into history and there will be no one alive to say, “I saw this. I was there. 
This really happened.” It will be much easier to deny the Holocaust when there are no 
eye-witnesses left. … 
I fear that we are in grave danger of forgetting the past. In Europe, I am sorry to say, anti-
Semitism is on the rise again. We are all only too well aware of the horrific events in 
Paris earlier this month, in which 17 people were murdered—11 journalists, two police 
officers and four people shopping in a kosher supermarket. 
In July 2014, eight synagogues in France were attacked. Indeed, one in Sarcelles was 
firebombed by a mob said to be 400 strong. In Germany, Molotov cocktails were thrown 
into the Bergische synagogue in Wuppertal, which had previously been destroyed during 
Kristallnacht. In May 2014, in Brussels, four people were murdered at the Jewish 
museum. In Toulouse, in 2012, three children and a teacher were murdered at a Jewish 
school, a few days after the same gunman had murdered three French soldiers. … 
Here in Scotland, thankfully, there have been no such terrible incidents as those that I 
have listed from the continent, but there is no room for complacency. In August 2013, the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/baroness-anelay-marks-holocaust-memorial-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wales-office-ministers-mark-holocaust-memorial-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wales-office-ministers-mark-holocaust-memorial-day
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Scottish Council of Jewish Communities issued a report, “Being Jewish in Scotland”, 
which was produced with Scottish Government funding. The report found that the 
experience of Jewish people living in Scotland is largely positive, which is good news. It 
also found, however, that there is some anti-Semitism that continues to create a sense of 
insecurity. 
In answers to written questions that I lodged, the Scottish Government has indicated that, 
in 2011-12, recorded religious hate crimes against Judaism were running at 2.2 charges 
per 1,000 members of the Jewish community, and that, in 2012-13, recorded religious 
hate crimes against Judaism were … running at 4.19 charges per 1,000 members of the 
Jewish community. … 
In the three months between August 2014 and the start of November, more than 50 anti-
Semitic incidents were reported to the Scottish police, which exceeded the total for the 
previous three years. The Scottish Government has responded to the sudden rise in anti-
Semitic incidents in a most positive manner, by funding a short-term survey, to be 
entitled “How being Jewish in Scotland has changed”, which will report at the end of 
March. … 
It is vital that we in Scotland stand together, that we do not isolate any member of our 
Scottish community and that we value the contribution that all of us make to Scotland, 
because for hatred to succeed, it must isolate the people who are the object of hatred 
and separate them from the rest of the community. We must always remember, but not 
quietly. We must state loudly and clearly that the Holocaust happened, so that we stop 
those who would attempt to wipe all record of it from the history books. … 

 

17.41  Ken Macintosh: … At a time when our communities are under strain from 
growing inequality and continuing injustice, which are often expressed in terms of 
prejudice and hate, and when we face yet another rise in anti-Semitism … it has never 
been more important to continue to learn the lessons of the Holocaust. … 

 

17.49 Jackson Carlaw: … The Jewish community in East Renfrewshire, where I live and 
grew up, is of long standing. … I learned very little from them about the horrors that had 
been endured, although many of them had survived or had lost family as the European 
genocide unfolded. What I did not know was that they kept silent about that not just with 
neighbours and friends but within their own families. They did so in many cases because 
the horror of what they had ensured had been so great but—horribly—they also did so 
out of shame that they had survived, and because they were unable to come to terms 
with that fact or discuss it. …  
It is an uncomfortable truth that is simply not admitted enough that much of occupied 
Europe was complicit in sending the Jews to their deaths. Any cursory study 
demonstrates that the defence of ignorance is shallow, but it suits precious sensibilities 
that that fiction be maintained. Far too many people in occupied or Axis Europe knew 
exactly what was going on and far too few raised a hand to stop it. …  
… two Britons, from the occupied Channel Islands, were shipped under cover of 
darkness and transported by sea and train across a continent to Auschwitz, to be 
murdered at their journey’s end. What madness was that? Yet 70 years later, as was 
evidenced horribly in Paris a fortnight ago, anti-Semitism is finding a voice again. It must 
be confronted, challenged and defeated. … 

 

17.54  Graeme Dey: … Although the atrocities perpetrated on the Jews were 
acknowledged quite quickly at the end of world war two, it took until the 1970s for the 
West German Parliament to acknowledge that that persecution had been racially 
motivated. …  
It is important here that we focus on the Holocaust and the persecution of Jewish people, 
especially in light of recent events in France. …  

 

17.58  Liam McArthur: … Recent events in Paris highlight the tensions that exist. Many 
Muslims who utterly condemn the brutal killings at Charlie Hebdo nevertheless feel 
aggrieved at what they regard as the freedom to lampoon the Prophet Mohammed when 
there are strict laws on anti-Semitism  and  denying the  Holocaust.  That  presents a real  
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challenge to those of us who passionately defend the right of free speech. … 
 

18.03  Anne McTaggart: … We need to recognise that genocide does not just take 
place on its own; it is a steady process that can begin if discrimination, racism and hatred 
are not checked, tackled and prevented. …  

 

18.16  The Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages (Dr Alasdair 
Allan): … As we speak, from Shetland to the Borders, schools, colleges, universities, 
faith groups and communities are remembering this particularly significant Holocaust 
memorial day with candle-lighting ceremonies, memorial events, music, drama and 
poetry. I thank the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and Interfaith Scotland for their 
partnership in organising the commemorative programme of events this week. I also 
thank the Holocaust Educational Trust for placing the book of commitment in the 
Parliament this week and for the outstanding work that I know that it does. …  
Keeping the memory alive means not only learning about the Holocaust but learning from 
the Holocaust. It means learning the lessons of our past, and to do that we need to fully 
understand where intolerance and prejudice take us. We must never be complacent 
about intolerance and hatred. We must challenge and eradicate all forms of 
discrimination and prejudice wherever we can. As many have observed tonight, the 
recent tragic events in Paris should remind us all of the need for vigilance. … 
there will come a time when there are no living witnesses to testify to these crimes, so we 
all have a responsibility to keep the memory alive and to continue to support the 
important, heartfelt, meaningful activities that we have seen throughout our country 
today. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9747&i=89311 
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister’s speech: Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 
… The purpose of Holocaust Memorial Day – and the reason it’s essential to keep the 
memory alive - is that if we understand the very worst consequences of intolerance and 
prejudice, we are less likely to accept them in today’s society. 
Remembering the holocaust, and subsequent genocides, is an honour we owe to the 
victims – and it’s also a duty we owe to ourselves. Thinking about specific individuals – 
the lives they led, the choices they made, the fates they endured – is one way in which 
we can start to comprehend the horror of what happened. 
The importance of learning and remembering is also at the heart of the “Lessons from 
Auschwitz” project, which the Scottish Government supports. Over the last 6 years, more 
than 2,000 Scottish school students have visited Auschwitz, and shared their 
experiences with their schools and with the wider community. … 
We all know that Scotland’s diversity is one of our greatest strengths. We are proud to be 
a home to people of all faiths and none. The tartan of our national identity has many 
colours and many strands. … 
But we can never be complacent. The events in Paris three weeks ago are an awful 
reminder of the importance of tackling anti-semitism and all other forms of discrimination 
and prejudice. 
And here is still more to do in Scotland, for as long as anyone has to suffer abuse or 
even assault because of their race, their religion, their sexuality or any other part of their 
identity. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-Briefings/Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2015-
1522.aspx 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9747&i=89311
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-Briefings/Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2015-1522.aspx
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/Speeches-Briefings/Holocaust-Memorial-Day-2015-1522.aspx
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Welsh Assembly Oral Answer  

14.29  Nick Ramsay: Minister, today is Holocaust Memorial Day: 70 years since the 
liberation of Auschwitz and the close of a war that saw the genocide of 6 million 
European Jews. Some people, Minister, doubt that we should remember horrors like 
these in this way, but will you join with me in agreeing that remembrance and 
commemoration of days such as Holocaust Memorial Day are a vital part of making sure 
that these types of atrocities never happen again? 
I wonder whether, on that basis, we could have an update from the Welsh Government 
on how schools are being supported in educating young people about some of the worst 
horrors of human history. How can they be supported to make sure that that act of 
remembrance isn’t just important today, but continues to be important in the future, to 
avoid these horrors of human history happening again? 

Jane Hutt: Well, I thank Nick Ramsay very much for, again, making sure that we 
can acknowledge in this Chamber today the importance of Holocaust Memorial 
Day, particularly in terms of the fact that it is 70 years. And looking at the fact that, 
all across Wales, I believe, not only civic services—an exhibition in my 
constituency, involving local schools, which is very important—there are so many 
ways in which Wales is rising up in support of Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Of course, this is something that our Minister for Education and Skills has taken a 
key role in, in supporting schools, and also, of course, our Minister for 
Communities and Tackling Poverty, who joined the First Minister, and, indeed, I 
think, leaders form across the Chamber, at the national service of remembrance, 
with the Presiding Officer, today. I shall be wearing my badge, not just today in 
memory, but also knowing that this is something that can ensure that we spread 
that message, and educate our young people—as they are willing to respond to, I 
was very clear, from the responses across Wales over the last few days. 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3103&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
195804  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Presiding Officers to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 
The National Assembly for Wales' Presiding Officer, Dame Rosemary Butler AM, and her 
Deputy, David Melding AM, will mark Holocaust Memorial Day … 
"It is essential that we should take time to remember the dreadful events that took place 
during the middle part of the last century," said Dame Rosemary. "The atrocities 
committed by the Nazis remind us all of humanity's capacity to heap unspeakable pain 
and suffering upon our fellow human beings. In order to stop future genocides we must 
ensure that we remember those who perished in the camps of Germany and Eastern 
Europe." 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/newhome/pages/newsitem.aspx?itemid=1386&assembly=4  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Ministers to mark Holocaust Memorial Day on 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 
… First Minister Carwyn Jones said: "We must never forget those who died as a result of 
Nazi persecution and other genocides across the world. 
Holocaust Memorial Day gives us the opportunity to remember those who faced the most 
horrendous persecution. Wales is proud to continue to offer a home to many people  who  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3103&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#195804
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3103&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#195804
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3103&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#195804
http://www.assembly.wales/en/newhome/pages/newsitem.aspx?itemid=1386&assembly=4
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have escaped atrocities. It is our duty to keep the memory of their courageous stories 
alive so we can ensure that abhorrent acts are never repeated." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2015/150127-holocaust-memorial-
day/?lang=en  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Junior Ministers Jennifer McCann and Jonathan Bell today commemorated 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 
… Speaking following the commemoration in Belfast Synagogue, Junior Minister McCann 
said: “The extremism of the Nazi regime and the ethnic cleansing of subsequent conflicts 
around the world show us what can happen when hatred is allowed to gain the upper 
hand. 
Holocaust Memorial Day gives us an important opportunity to reflect on the 
consequences of discrimination and persecution and learn from lessons of the past. Its 
message is still relevant today as we have seen from the recent terrible events in Paris. 
Today we remember the past and think of those who were lost, passing on their stories 
and keeping their memories alive. By doing so, we ensure future generations can truly 
understand these past events and be resolute in their determination to challenge all 
forms of discrimination and hatred.” … 
… Junior Minister Bell said: “Today’s commemoration of the Holocaust not only lets us 
remember those who suffered and those who died, it also reminds us of the dangers of 
resentment, hatred and exclusion. We must ensure that the actions that led to the 
Holocaust are eradicated from society. 
“The Nazi ideals dismissed anyone who did not fit with their strict criteria. They wanted 
everyone to be the same. They failed to see the richness that comes with diversity. 
“We must challenge sectarianism, racism and homophobia. The best memorial we can 
leave is a society where lessons are learnt and everyone is treated equally.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-270115-mccann-and-bell  
 
 

European Parliament 

Auschwitz anniversary: MEPs mark International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
… Parliament's president Martin Schulz said: "Too many allowed hatred to grow, too 
many turned a blind eye, too many stood silent. We must never allow this to happen 
again." Meanwhile in Brussels MEPs and members of the Belgian Jewish community 
gathered to observe a minute's silence in memory of the millions of victims of the 
Holocaust. … 
Addressing a Holocaust remembrance event at the Parliament in Brussels vice-
president Antonio Tajani said that "No Jewish person should be obliged to leave Europe, 
their Europe, as a result of terrorism. Without the European Jews, Europe would no 
longer be Europe." Attacks against Europe's Jewish community are "threats to our own 
values and identity," … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20150127STO16101/html/Auschwitz-anniversary-MEPs-mark-
International-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day  
 
 
 
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2015/150127-holocaust-memorial-day/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2015/150127-holocaust-memorial-day/?lang=en
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-270115-mccann-and-bell
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150127STO16101/html/Auschwitz-anniversary-MEPs-mark-International-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150127STO16101/html/Auschwitz-anniversary-MEPs-mark-International-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150127STO16101/html/Auschwitz-anniversary-MEPs-mark-International-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day
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Council of Europe 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
… The holocaust came on the back of a total breakdown of human rights. In the face of 
growing anti-Semitism, xenophobia and hate-speech political leaders must recommit 
themselves unequivocally and unanimously to the respect for human rights. The 
message of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is clear: ‘every human being is 
equal in dignity and rights’. We will never forget. And we say: never again”, he said 
ahead of the event. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/international-holocaust-remembrance-d-1  
 

 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Efforts to counter anti-Semitism and all forms of intolerance crucial as ever, says 
OSCE on 70th anniversary of Auschwitz liberation 
… "This anniversary is a unique opportunity for societies across the OSCE region to 
commemorate the victims of the Holocaust and pay tribute to survivors and rescuers," 
said the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Serbian Foreign Minister Ivica Dačić. …  
“We call on OSCE participating States to support the valuable work done by educators 
and civil society to make sure that young people have the opportunity to learn about this 
atrocity," Dačić added. “Lessons learnt from the past must help us overcome prejudice 
and avoid such catastrophes in the future, as well as to enhance stability, security and 
social well-being, both within individual societies and in relations among states,” … 
"Sadly, even while elderly survivors and eyewitnesses will take note of this 70th 
anniversary commemoration, we see growing numbers of European Jews feeling 
anxious and uncertain about their future,” said Rabbi Andrew Baker, the Personal 
Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on Combating  Anti-Semitism. “Our 
remembrance must also be accompanied by action to combat the resurgence of anti-
Semitism.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/cio/136661  
 

 
United Nations 

'We are being tested again,' Ban warns as UN marks 70 years since Auschwitz 
liberation 
Seventy years ago today, allied forces liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau, the German Nazi 
concentration and extermination camp, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
said, urging renewed vigilance to eradicate the deep roots of hatred as anti-Semitic 
attacks continue and vulnerable communities around the world bury their dead while 
living in fear of further violence. 
“More than a million inmates, primarily Jews, were brutally and systematically killed in the 
place where the Nazis introduced the monstrous concept of 'industrialized murder.' 
Among the other victims were non-Jewish Poles, political prisoners, Soviet prisoners of 
war, Sinti and Roma, homosexuals, disabled persons and Jehovah's witnesses,” Mr. 
Ban said in his remarks on the day. 
“Unprecedented in human history, this mass killing was motivated by the perverse, race-
based ideology of the Nazis, who sought to track down and kill every last Jew and any 
others they considered to be inferior,” added the Secretary-General. … 
Today,  we are being  tested again.  Minorities  everywhere  often  face bigotry. Sectarian  
 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/international-holocaust-remembrance-d-1
http://www.osce.org/cio/136661
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2015/sg.html
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tensions and other forms of intolerance are on the rise,” Mr. Ban emphasized … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49912#.VMfxP3CUcp0  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein statement ahead 
of the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the 
Holocaust 
… We continue to be haunted by the fate of the millions of Jewish men, women and 
children, as well as Roma, Poles, Soviet prisoners of war and other prisoners and 
deportees from all over Europe, people with disabilities, homosexuals, and dissidents, 
who suffered and were killed by this ghastly extermination machine. The memory of well 
over a million Jewish children, and thousands of other children, who were put to death is 
particularly unbearable. Both personally and as a representative of the United Nations, I 
bow to every woman, man and child who was forced to endure such terrible suffering. … 
And yet the toxic influences of discrimination and racial and ethnic hatred can still be felt 
among us, and the catalogue of atrocities runs on and on. 
Discrimination and hatred kill and wound thousands of people. They also harm each one 
of us. … 
We must resist discrimination of every kind so that all may live in liberty, with respect, 
equality and justice. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15509&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hamas 
Matthew Offord [221360] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what steps his Department has taken in response to the decision of the General 
Court of the European Union on Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: The EU General Court judgment is procedural and does not 
mean the EU and UK have changed their position on Hamas. The effects of the 
EU Hamas listing, including asset freezes, remain in place. We are studying the 
detail of the judgment carefully, and will work with partners to ensure that the 
Hamas listing at the EU is maintained. Hamas’ military wing has been proscribed 
in the UK since 2001 under separate UK legislation. This is not affected by the EU 
General Court judgment. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221360/  
 

Palestinians 
Nigel Dodds [221518] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of the accession of the Palestinian 
Authority to the International Criminal Court on the prospects for further negotiations 
between Israel and that Authority. 

Tobias Ellwood:  The Foreign and  Commonwealth Office judged that Palestinian  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49912#.VMfxP3CUcp0
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15509&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15509&LangID=E
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221360/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-20/221360/


 14 

 

attempts to seek International Criminal Court jurisdiction over the Occupied 
Territories would make a resumption of negotiations more difficult. It is now for the 
Court to make its own decisions relating to its jurisdiction, in accordance with the 
Rome Statute. Our priority remains achievement of a two-state solution. We 
continue to believe that the best way to achieve this, in reality and on the ground, 
is through negotiations, and encourage both parties to focus on steps that are 
conducive to peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-21/221518/  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East envoy Serry 'outraged' by attack on UN Gaza compound 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Process, Robert Serry, has 
expressed outrage by the assault on the UN premises in Gaza this morning. 
“During a pre-announced demonstration, of which Hamas was well aware, a number of 
protestors climbed the perimeter wall and entered the compound causing damage to 
United Nations premises and property,” … 
The Special Coordinator noted with “deep concern” that, despite repeated assurances, 
the security forces in Gaza did not take the necessary and timely measures to protect 
UNSCO's compound. 
“Pending a full transfer of security responsibilities to the legitimate Palestinian Authority, 
we continue to hold Hamas fully responsible for the security and safety of all United 
Nations personnel and operations in Gaza,” Mr. Serry said. 
As this serious incident took place in the context of increasing incitement against the 
United Nations in Gaza, the Special Coordinator is conducting an urgent review of 
operations in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49924#.VMkIXV6Ucp0  
 
Lack of funds forces UN agency to halt Gaza programme for repairs to destroyed 
homes 
The United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees across the Middle 
East announced today that a major funding shortfall has forced the suspension of its 
cash assistance programme that would have helped families in Gaza repair their homes 
and provide rental subsidies to people left homeless after last year's conflict in the 
enclave. 
Announcing the suspension, the UN Relief and Works Agency said in a press 
release “virtually none” of the funds pledged by donors at an international conference in 
Cairo last year has reached Gaza, and that it will need some $100 million in the first 
quarter of 2015. … 
“People are desperate and the international community cannot even provide the bare 
minimum – for example a repaired home in winter – let alone a lifting of the blockade, 
access to markets or freedom of movement. We've said before that quiet will not last, 
and now the quiet is at risk,” said Robert Turner, the agency's Director in Gaza. … 
Of the $5.4 billion pledged at the Cairo conference last October to help Palestinians 
rebuild from last summer's war, "virtually none of it has reached Gaza," … “It is unclear 
why this funding has not been forthcoming,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49916#.VMgR03CUcp0  

TOP 
 

 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-21/221518/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-21/221518/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49924#.VMkIXV6Ucp0
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/lack-funds-forces-unrwa-suspend-cash-assistance-repairs-damaged-and
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/lack-funds-forces-unrwa-suspend-cash-assistance-repairs-damaged-and
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49916#.VMgR03CUcp0
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150126-
0001.htm#15012613000508  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150126-
0002.htm#1501272000025 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/ml075-III-
rev.htm  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
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