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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Crime 
Rehman Chishti [220512] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many 
convictions for racially or religiously aggravated offences there were in each of the last 
10 years. 

Mike Penning: These are despicable crimes that devastate lives and 
communities. Hate crimes are not acceptable and the courts hand out tougher 
punishments where race or religion are found to be aggravating factors. 
The number of offenders found guilty at all courts for racially and religiously 
aggravated offences, in England and Wales, from 2004 to 2013 (the latest 
available) can be viewed in the attached table. 

Offenders found guilty at all courts for racially or religiously aggravated offences, England 
and Wales, 2004-2013(1)(2)(3)(4) 

Offence Outcome 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Racially or 
religiously 
aggravated 
offences(5) 

Proceeded 
against  

6,379 7,065 8,315 8,966 8,991 9,776 10,628 9,586 8,881 8,576 

Found 
Guilty 

3,512 4,160 5,166 5,949 6,165 6,662 7,246 6,736 6,450 6,229 

(1) The figures given in the table on court proceedings relate to persons for whom these offences 
were the principal offences for which they were dealt with. When a defendant has been found guilty 
of two or more offences it is the offence for which the heaviest penalty is imposed. Where the same 
disposal is imposed for two or more offences, the offence selected is the offence for which the 
statutory maximum penalty is the most severe. 

(2) Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, 
it is important to note that these data have been extracted from large administrative data systems 
generated by the courts and police forces. As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data 
collection processes and their inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are 
used. 

(4) Defendants proceeded against in one year may not have their final “case outcome” (i.e. found 
guilty or acquitted) in the same year (e.g. case may be committed for trial at the Crown Court ). 

(4) Offences used 

29(1)(a)  &  (2) Racially aggravated wounding or grievous bodily harm - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

29(1)(b)  &  (2) Racially aggravated assault or assault occasioning actual bodily harm - Crime & 
Disorder Act 1998 

29(1)(c)  &  (3) Racially aggravated common assault - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 
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29(1)(c)  &  (3) Racially aggravated assault by beating - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

31(1)(b)  &  (4 )Racially aggravated intentional harassment - writing - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

31(1)(c)  &  (5) Racially aggravated harassment - writing - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

32(1)(a)  &  (3) Racially aggravated harassment (non-violence) - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

32(1)(b)  &  (4) Racially aggravated harassment/putting another in fear of violence - Crime & 
Disorder Act 1998 

30(1)  &  (2) Other criminal damage (racially aggravated) - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

S.4 Racially aggravated fear or provocation of violence - Public Order Act 1986 as amended by 
Crime & Disorder Act 1998  

S.20 Religiously aggravated malicious wounding or GBH - Offences Against the Person Act 1861 

S.47 Religiously aggravated ABH - Offences Against the Person Act 1861 

Religiously aggravated common assault -  Common law  

S.4A Religiously aggravated causing intentional harassment alarm or distress - Public Order Act 
1986   

S.2  Religiously aggravated offence of harassment - Protection from Harassment Act 1997 

S.1(1) Religiously aggravated other criminal damage - Criminal Damage Act 1971 

S.5 Religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress - Public Order Act 1986 as amended by 
Crime & Disorder Act 1998  

S.4 Religiously aggravated fear or provocation of violence - Public Order Act 1986 as amended by 
Crime & Disorder Act 1998  

S.31(1)(b) & (4) Racially or religiously aggravated intentional harassment or alarm or distress – 
words or writing - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

S.32(1)(a) & (4) Racially or religiously aggravated  stalking without violence - Crime & Disorder Act 
1998 

S.29(1)(c) & (3) Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating  - Crime & Disorder 
Act 1998 

S.32(1)(b) & (4) Racially or religiously aggravated  stalking with fear of violence - Crime & Disorder 
Act 1998 

S.29(1)(a) & (2) Racially or religiously aggravated wounding or grievous bodily harm - Crime & 
Disorder Act 1998 

S.29(1)(b) & (2) Racially or religiously aggravated assault occasioning actual bodily harm - Crime & 
Disorder Act 1998 

S.30(1) & (2) Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

S.31(1)(a) & (4) Racially or religiously aggravated fear or provocation of violence – words or writing 
- Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

S.31(1)(c) & (4) Racially or religiously aggravated  harassment or alarm or distress – words or 
writing - Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

S.20 Racially or religiously aggravated malicious wounding or GBH - Offences Against the Person 
Act 1861 

S.47 Racially or religiously aggravated ABH - Offences Against the Person Act 1861 

Racially or religiously aggravated common assault - Common Law 

S.4A Racially or religiously aggravated intentional harassment, alarm or distress - Public Order Act 
1986 

S.2 Racially or religiously aggravated offence of harassment - Protection from Harassment Act 
1997 

S.4 Racially or religiously aggravated putting people in fear of violence - Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997 

S.1(1) Racially or religiously aggravated other criminal damage - Criminal Damage Act 1971  

S.5 Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress - Public Order Act 1986 as 
amended by Crime & Disorder Act 1998  

S.4 Racially or religiously aggravated putting people in fear of violence - Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997 

S.4  Racially or religiously aggravated fear or provocation of violence -  Public Order Act 1986 as 
amended by Crime & Disorder Act 1998  

Source: Justice Statistics Analytical Services - Ministry of Justice.    PQ 220512 Table 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220512/ 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220512/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-13/220512/
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Department for Communities and Local Government 

"We shall tackle anti-Semitism" 
The Secretary of State speaks against anti-Semitism at the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews plenary session. 
After the atrocities and the obscenity of what happened in Paris last week, I can’t think of 
anywhere else I would rather be. 
Shoulder to shoulder with the Jewish community of the United Kingdom; shoulder to 
shoulder with fellow British citizens. Because modern Britain without a thriving Jewish 
community would not be Britain. 
You are a crucial part of what makes Britain tick. Whether it’s leadership in business and 
commerce, in the arts, in theatre, in dance, in literature, or whether it’s something more 
humble, like members of the Jewish lads and girls brigade who give so much not only to 
the Jewish community, but also to others. … 
A pensioner, just going to get some bread; a rabbi’s son, a teacher, a young lad saving 
up to get married. These apparently are legitimate targets, for mad men, for extremists, 
for people of blood, and they want to see us tear each other apart. They want to see us 
put Jews against Muslims, they want to have the Christian community against Muslims. 
But we won’t let them do that. … 
… occasionally we are in remission from that cancer of anti-Semitism, but without 
constant vigilance, without constant health checks, it comes back. 
The road to the gas chamber is taken by small, almost stuttering steps. 
It’s the casual anti-Semitism that I find most offensive. I saw the various opinion polls …  
the number of anti-Semitic incidents are on the increase. … That’s shameful. … 
… being anti-Israeli is just another form of anti-Semitism. It was outrageous, and I know 
Sainsburys don’t like me saying this – but I’ll say it anyway - it was outrageous at Holborn 
that a manager should take kosher food off the shelves because of protesters outside. 
And to make it worse they later apologised for the inconvenience. Well anti-Semitism is 
more than an inconvenience, it’s a direct threat to everyone who lives in this country. … 
Those of us engaging in public life, I think we have an obligation to lead from the front. 
Leicester City Council didn’t. They chose to behave like a bunch of student politicians by 
banning Israeli goods. Tower Hamlets decided to have its own foreign policy and fly a 
Palestinian flag. 
If you’re in a position of power, you have an obligation to bring things together, to make a 
difference, and we are utterly determined to make a difference, because as I said, a 
Jewish community that is not fully a part of the United Kingdom makes the United 
Kingdom less. … 
… it is not just an attack on the Jewish community, it is an attack on us all. So whether 
today or whenever, I am proud to hold this sign. [Je suis Juif] 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-shall-tackle-anti-semitism  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Meeting with Interfaith Scotland 
New Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice Alex Neil … said: The Scottish Government 
values all of Scotland’s diverse faith and belief communities and the vital role they play in 
supporting and developing cohesion among and between communities. … 
I have watched with horror the events in Europe and I am clear that there is no place in 
Scotland for any form of anti-Semitism or religious hatred. We will not tolerate any threat 
to any of our citizens going about their daily lives and are committed to tackling all 
incidents of hate crime to ensure the safety of all our communities.  
Scotland’s  diversity  is  a  strength  and  we  have  always  been  highly  regarded  in the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-shall-tackle-anti-semitism
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international interfaith community. It is my sincere hope that all communities in Scotland 
will continue to be part of our work to ensure a future built on mutual trust, respect 
and understanding. 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Meeting-with-Interfaith-Scotland-14c7.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
col 1WH   James Clappison: … I pay tribute to the work of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust … and I pay tribute to all that it does to keep alive the memory of the Holocaust to 
ensure that its lessons are never forgotten, and that we also keep in mind other 
holocausts that have taken place since 1945. … 
I want to draw particular attention to the living evidence of the Holocaust in the form of 
testimony of survivors of the camps, many of whom were young children at the time, but 
who now spend their time telling groups of young people of their experiences. I pay a 
special heartfelt tribute to them for the work that they do. … It is important to keep their 
testimony alive for future generations to listen to and to understand what took place. … 
Recently, we have seen evidence of hatred and extremism closer at hand in Europe—as 
well as anti-Semitism—and extremism has entered the body politic in several places. It is 
not on the same scale as genocide, but we know from history that hatred and extremism 
were the precursors to what took place in 1939 to 1945. … it is unacceptable that we 
have seen evidence of anti-Semitism here, including boycotts and attacks on Jewish 
charity shops and the disturbing survey of attitudes published by the Campaign Against 
Antisemitism recently. … 

 

col 3WH  Louise Ellman: … it is important not only to remember what the Holocaust was 
and what happened during it, but to relate it to the ills of today in this country and 
elsewhere. … 
The strength of the commemoration of Holocaust memorial day is that it is not an isolated 
event. It brings people together and provides a focus for commemorating the Holocaust 
and learning the lessons of it, but is not something that takes place once a year; it is part 
of a series of events taking place throughout the year. … 
The anti-Semitic murders of French Jews did not take place in isolation—it was not one 
isolated event, but one of a series of anti-Semitic murders and attacks on Jews that have 
taken place in France in recent times … 
At the meeting on Sunday, I heard excellent addresses from the Home Secretary and 
from the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. They both pledged 
their support for British Jews and promised to increase security for British Jews in view of 
what was happening. … 
I am shocked and outraged that we still have to concentrate on and be concerned about 
anti-Semitism in Europe. … The Community Security Trust has monitored the numbers 
of anti-Semitic incidents, which are up sharply, as well as the increasing intensity of anti-
Semitic discourse. Anti-Semitic comments that at one time would have been seen as 
unacceptable now seem to be accepted almost as the norm. … 
British Jews do not feel that they are in the same position as French Jews, and they are 
not. British Jews feel very firmly part of British society and themselves to be strong 
members of the British as well as Jewish communities. Nevertheless, a sense of unease 
is growing among the Jewish community here in the United Kingdom.  
That should be registered, not only by other Jews but by the community as a whole. … 
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Meeting-with-Interfaith-Scotland-14c7.aspx
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The Holocaust was a horrendous event. The fact that anti-Semitism remains, that the 
virus of anti-Semitism has not gone, is something that should concern us all and give us 
all reason to reflect not only on Jews and other minorities, but on the nature of our 
society. An attack on minorities in the United Kingdom, whether on the Jewish 
community or other communities, is an attack on all of us. … 

 

col 5WH  David Amess: … It is pitiful to see that the world has not learnt enough from 
the Holocaust. As the hon. Member for Liverpool, Riverside (Mrs Ellman) just said, we 
once again find ourselves watching such events without making a sufficiently decisive 
response. …  
The Holocaust was more than a war crime or a genocide. It undermined the foundation of 
our civilisation, as it was carefully planned and executed by the authorities of Nazi 
Germany. That is why it is so important for us today to understand the mechanisms 
leading up to genocide—to ensure that we are ready to prevent it in the future by 
promptly punishing any hate crimes or atrocities. … 

 

col 7WH  Anne McGuire: … My first visit to Auschwitz … was an emotional experience 
for myself and the other Scottish MPs and Scottish schoolchildren on the trip. One thing 
from that trip that has stayed with me is that at the end of our visit, a young woman said, 
“I don’t believe this happened.” Once I had got over the initial shock, I realised that 
perhaps she could not understand what had happened because it was beyond her 
experience as a modern young person who uses electronic equipment and sees lives in 
colour. It was inexplicable to her. Despite seeing the evidence that the hon. Member for 
Hertsmere mentioned—the clothes, shoes, glasses and cases—she still could not get 
her mind around the Holocaust and what had happened in Auschwitz. If ever we needed 
evidence why the Holocaust Educational Trust needs to continue, she gave it to me that 
day—it came as such a shock. …  

 

Matthew Offord: … Is [Anne McGuire] concerned that the Campaign Against 
Antisemitism has found that one in eight people believe that Jewish people talk about the 
Holocaust to get sympathy? 

 

col 8WH  Anne McGuire: Everyone will find that shocking. … 
As the chair of Labour Friends of Israel, I like to think that, although we are not there to 
be apologists for any Israeli Government or any politician in Israel, the existence of the 
state of Israel is an important element not only in post-Holocaust history, because of the 
Holocaust, but in the future of the Jewish people. …  

 

col 9WH  Eric Ollerenshaw: … These debates are almost becoming a ritual, and I say 
that as someone who comes from a faith where ritual counts. … When we woke up this 
morning—in England, in 2015—we heard accounts on the radio of children at a Jewish 
school lying on the floor practising for a possible terrorist attack, so there is no question 
but that we should be doing what we are doing today. … 
When I was a teacher, I avoided going to Auschwitz-Birkenau; I had mixed feelings about 
whether it would be just a museum, and how I would deal with it, having taught it over 
and over. In fact, it was because of Karen nagging me that I finally went a few years ago. 
The emotional experience is difficult for me to articulate, as it is for everyone else. It is 
powerful in many ways that we might not consider. … 
As I have said, waking up in the morning and hearing what now has to happen in Jewish 
schools in England gives us clarity about why we feel we must continue with Holocaust 
memorial day. … There is worry among my Jewish friends, but I hope that small things 
such as today’s debate will reassure the Jewish population of this country … and that 
they will still feel part of this country. … 

 

col 11WH  Mark Durkan: … We began our trip [to Auschwitz] with a visit to a Jewish 
cemetery, and many of the children thought that we were going to see the graves of 
victims of the Holocaust. The children from Northern Ireland were particularly struck by 
the explanation that they were being brought there so they could understand that there 
were real, full, thriving Jewish communities living even in a town such as Auschwitz, 
which  were  wiped  out — and  that  there  were  attempts  to  destroy and desecrate the  
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cemetery and use its very head stones as paving stones around the town. They were 
struck more by the sense of Jewish communities and families being systematically 
destroyed—with little trace left, to this day, other than a small synagogue—than they 
were by the big statistics and the figure of the slaughter of 6 million. …  

 

col 14WH  Lee Scott: … Over the years, I have received death threats and anti-Semitic 
abuse. Most recently, just before the end of last year, I was called a “dirty Jew” and told I 
should die. …  
I saw something on TV this weekend that saddened me greatly; … A French lady said on 
one of the news channels that she told her young child that if a man or a woman came to 
school with a weapon, they should not say they were Jewish. It saddened me greatly and 
made me reflect on some of the things I saw when I visited Auschwitz and Terezin. … 
Whenever things are tough, everyone needs someone to blame—so, “Let’s blame the 
people who are the easiest to blame.” That is the importance of Holocaust remembrance 
day and of the work done by the Holocaust Educational Trust: to remind people and keep 
reminding them. When, sadly, no survivors are still alive, we have to keep on reminding 
people, because if we do not, I fear history will repeat itself. The onus is on us to stop 
that from happening. … 

 

col 16WH  Edward Leigh: … After the war, a German officer, who had had a normal war 
and done nothing very remarkable, was being interrogated. He was in the pen with 
thousands of other people. He had not been the commandant of a camp or anything like 
that—he had fought in Germany and Russia and all the rest of it; there was nothing 
remarkable about him. However, when he was being interviewed, there was a gap in his 
war, so the American officer interviewing him asked, “What were you doing in that gap?” 
The German officer could have given any answer; he was being interviewed with 
thousands of other people. He said, “I was just working for the Einsatzgruppen.” The 
interviewing officer knew what they were doing. He said, “What were you doing for those 
nine months working for the Einsatzgruppen in Poland?”, and he replied, “I was killing 
Jews.” The officer said, “Well, how many did you kill?” He said, “Oh, about 90,000.” 
This was just a normal person, a German officer, and somehow he had been infected 
with this appalling evil. It is there. Germany was the most advanced nation in Europe, 
with an extraordinarily successful economy, and we still do not understand why Jewish 
people—who were largely integrated, were a tiny proportion of the population, were 
making a wonderful contribution to Germany and had fought patriotically in exactly the 
same proportion as everybody else in Germany for their nation in the first world war—
were treated like that. It is something in human nature, and it is here now. …  
We should proclaim loudly in this Parliament, on the day of our 750th anniversary, how 
much we value the contribution of Jewish people to our nation. This is a people who 
came here and sought shelter, often from pogroms at the end of the 19th century —
although, as my hon. Friend said, some have been here for centuries—and they have 
given so much to our country. They have integrated so well, and they are an object 
lesson to all immigrant communities. …  

 

col 19WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Stephen Williams): … It is our duty to recall the horrors and lessons of 
the Holocaust and to keep the stories of the survivors alive. It should not, and will not, fall 
to the survivors and their relatives to keep the memory and lessons of the Holocaust 
alive, especially as the voices that offer such significant witness to the Holocaust’s 
atrocities are gradually fading. If we do not encourage everyone to remember, it will be 
no wonder if many start to forget. …  
“Never again” is a phrase often uttered in such debates, but night after night our 
television screens are filled with images that show man’s inhumanity to man. The hon. 
Member for Liverpool, Riverside (Mrs Ellman) mentioned the terrible events that have 
occurred in Paris during the past month. Just as it was appropriate for people to say, and 
to hold up signs that read, “Je suis Charlie”, it is appropriate for those of all 
denominations and none to hold up signs that read, “Je suis Juif”. …  
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I join many colleagues in paying tribute to the Holocaust Educational Trust, and in 
particular their chief executive, Karen Pollock, who has been key in ensuring that 
holocaust education has been at the forefront of our efforts to ensure that we reflect on 
and, we hope, learn the lessons from the past. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/halltext/150120
h0001.htm#15012033000001  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Dan Jarvis [220059] To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, if he will introduce a 
commemorative coin for Holocaust Memorial Day 2015. 

Andrea Leadsom: On 13 January, the Chancellor of the Exchequer hosted a 
reception for the Holocaust Educational Trust event at Number 11, marking the 
start of the year that represents 70 years since the end of the Holocaust. 
To commemorate Britain’s role in the liberation of Bergen-Belsen Concentration 
Camp, as well as the courage of Holocaust victims and survivors, the Chancellor 
and Communities Secretary Eric Pickles commissioned The Royal Mint to design 
a special issue medal. 
A small number of these were donated to Holocaust survivors living in the UK and 
to Holocaust Educational Trust supporters at the event, before The Royal Mint 
began selling to the wider public on 14 January. 
These medals were designed in consultation with Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, 
and the Holocaust Educational Trust. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220059/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

Ann Jones: OPIN-2015-0324 Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 – This Assembly: 
Commends the events taking place across Wales to commemorate Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2015 (27/01/15); Welcomes the opportunity for people to learn lessons from the 
Holocaust, Nazi persecution and subsequent genocides and apply them to the present 
day to create a safer, better future; and Supports the work of the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust which seeks to create a future free from the dangers of hatred, division and 
persecution. 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=716&ass
embly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Hamas (Turkish Support) 
Philip Hollobone: What assessment [the Foreign Secretary] has made of the extent to 
which the Turkish Government provide support to Hamas in its conflict with Israel. 
[907100] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and  Commonwealth  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/halltext/150120h0001.htm#15012033000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/halltext/150120h0001.htm#15012033000001
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220059/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-01-07/220059/
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=716&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=716&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=statements%20of%20opinion&itemid=716&assembly=4&c=Statements%20of%20Opinion
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Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): We are aware of reports that Turkey maintains a 
dialogue with Hamas. We call on those in the region with influence over Hamas to 
press them to end the armed violence and to support reconciliation and peace 
talks with Israel. 

Mr Hollobone: With Khaled Meshal, the exiled Hamas leader, reportedly expelled from 
Qatar to safe haven in Turkey, will the Minister insist that the Turkish Government, as a 
NATO ally, renounce any affiliation to, and support for, this internationally recognised 
terrorist organisation? 

Mr Ellwood: I had an opportunity to meet President Erdogan just before 
Christmas. We raised the issue of what more Turkey could do to assist the peace 
process, and it is very much on board. I am not aware of information that Khaled 
Meshal has left Qatar, although I have seen the media reports as well, but 
wherever he is, it needs to be understood that Hamas must play a role in working 
with the Palestinian authorities to move the peace process forward. 

Louise Ellman: Turkey supports Hamas, at a time when it is being reported that Hamas 
is building more rockets that will be able to go further into Israel, and is starting to rebuild 
the terror tunnels. What action is being taken to stop Hamas’s preparations for a new war 
of aggression against Israel? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Lady is right to speak of concern about what is being done 
by the military wing of Hamas, because it is undermining what we want to do in 
moving the peace process forward. We need countries such as Turkey and Qatar 
to join in, to influence Hamas, and to say that it needs to participate with the 
Palestinian authorities in order to allow Gaza itself to move forward. They could 
start by undoing the 1988 charter which states that that they want to destroy 
Israel. 

Crispin Blunt: Will the Minister continue to address—by himself, and with his officials—
the whole nature of the wider political Islamic movement of which Hamas is part, so that 
we can begin to disinter part of the Palestinian national struggle from Hamas’s role as 
part of the Muslim Brotherhood? 

Mr Ellwood: My hon. Friend speaks very wisely on these matters, and I have 
travelled to the region with him. We are working extremely hard, not only with the 
Palestinian authorities but throughout the region, to bring the parties together, 
although the process is currently on hold because of the Israeli elections. 

Ian Austin: My hon. Friend the Member for Liverpool, Riverside (Mrs Ellman) was right to 
mention reports that Hamas is developing new rockets instead of contributing to a peace 
process, and building more tunnels instead of building the homes and businesses that 
people in Gaza need. What more can our Government do to contribute to the 
reconstruction and demilitarisation of Gaza? 

Mr Ellwood: The Department for International Development is contributing an 
awful lot of funds, and we participated in—indeed, I attended—the donors’ 
conference in Cairo. However, the hon. Gentleman is right to point out that Hamas 
is having a disruptive effect on the process. I have visited Shujaiyya in Gaza, and 
I have seen the destruction that has resulted not just from the conflict in the 
summer, but from previous conflicts as well. The cement is starting to move in 
following the conference, and we do not want it to be used to build more tunnels. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/15012
0-0001.htm#15012040000019  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
Rosie Cooper: What recent discussions has the Minister had with the Palestinian 
leadership to ensure that Christian communities living under Palestinian Authority 
jurisdiction in the west bank and under Hamas rule in Gaza are allowed to practise their 
religion without fear or intimidation? 

Mr Ellwood: We are deeply concerned by the difficulties facing many Christians 
and, indeed, other  religious  minorities  in  the  middle  east,  and  we  deplore  all  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/150120-0001.htm#15012040000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/150120-0001.htm#15012040000019
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discrimination and constraints on religious freedom.  
We will certainly raise those issues. I raised the issue in question when I met the 
President during my visit last autumn, and I will raise it again when I visit the 
region in the next month. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/15012
0-0001.htm#15012040000027  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3933] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
speed up payment of the sums pledged in Cairo for the reconstruction of Gaza; and 
whether they will ask Israel to contribute. 

Baroness Northover: At the Gaza Reconstruction Conference, the UK pledged 
£20 million for early recovery assistance. DFID has already disbursed £5 million 
and will provide the remainder in 2015/16. We urge other donors to deliver their 
pledges. The UK continues to press the Government of Israel to meet its 
obligations as an occupying power under International Humanitarian Law, 
including by facilitating the entry of reconstruction materials into Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3933/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-
0001.htm#15012050000506  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-
0003.htm#15012072000265  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/ml075-I(Rev).htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/su075-I-rev-a.htm  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/150120-0001.htm#15012040000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150120/debtext/150120-0001.htm#15012040000027
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3933/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2015-01-06/HL3933/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-0001.htm#15012050000506
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-0001.htm#15012050000506
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-0003.htm#15012072000265
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150120-0003.htm#15012072000265
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/ml075-I(Rev).htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0075/amend/su075-I-rev-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

** Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
 

Health and Sport Committee, Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9736&i=89211  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9736&i=89211
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version

