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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Social Media 
David Jones: What steps [is the Attorney General] taking to develop a greater level of 
public understanding of the legal framework applicable to social media. [906834] 

The Attorney-General (Jeremy Wright): Where appropriate, I publish online 
warnings about potential prejudicial reporting that had previously only been given 
to the mainstream media. We also send tweets warning social media users of the 
risks of being in contempt of court. I intend to look again at whether there is 
anything more that can be done to raise awareness in this area. In addition, the 
Crown Prosecution Service publishes online its guidelines on prosecuting cases 
involving communications sent via social media. These set out the approach that 
prosecutors should take when deciding whether to prosecute. 

Mr Jones: The inappropriate use of social media can cause immense harm to innocent 
people; there was a case just before Christmas of a young man who was driven to 
suicide by the actions of online bullies. What actions can my right hon. and learned 
Friend take to ensure that people understand that their unlawful conduct online is subject 
to precisely the same sanctions as such conduct offline? 

The Attorney-General: I agree entirely with my right hon. Friend’s point. It is 
important for everyone to understand that if they engage in behaviour online and 
on social media that would be punished under criminal law in other 
circumstances, it will be punished under criminal law. As I said, the CPS is making 
an effort to publish its guidelines on a number of matters. This is one of them and 
there was a public consultation prior to it. We all need to play our part to ensure 
that people understand the law in this area. 

Keith Vaz: Does the Attorney-General share my concern about the increase in 
Islamophobia and racism on sites such as Facebook and Twitter, and the inability of site 
owners to take the postings down? Will he have a meeting with the companies 
concerned to urge them to take down these postings, rather than face prosecution? 

The Attorney-General: I do share that concern, and I am very happy to meet 
social media providers and others to discuss what more we can do. As the right 
hon. Gentleman says—I am sure the House generally agrees—it is important that 
everyone understands that social media is not a space where one can act with 
impunity. Social media providers, and all those who use social media, need to 
understand clearly that criminal law applies. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/debtext/15010
6-0001.htm#15010634000020 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/debtext/150106-0001.htm#15010634000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/debtext/150106-0001.htm#15010634000020


 2 

 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement: Communities and Local 
Government 

Departmental Work (Christmas Recess) 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Eric Pickles): … 
We published a new Government report highlighting the significant progress this 
Government have made in partnership with the community in tackling antisemitism. 
The report outlines the actions undertaken across a number of areas: improving the 
collection of antisemitic hate crime data; fighting cyberhate crime; extending Holocaust 
education and remembrance; and addressing antisemitism internationally. 
It also acts as our final report on the original 35 recommendations made by the all-party 
parliamentary inquiry into antisemitism. We consider we have addressed all the 
recommendations to Government. 
This underlines how the Government have done much to establish Britain as a safer 
place for Jewish people. Levels of antisemitism in the UK are significantly lower than in 
other Western European countries. 
However, this summer’s sharp increase in the number of antisemitic incidents reinforced 
both the need for increased vigilance and also the need to reassure the public that those 
who commit hate crimes will be punished with the full force of the law. 
This commitment must be replicated wholeheartedly by councils who should use their 
position of authority to actively reduce tensions, not stir them up. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/wmstext/15010
6m0001.htm#15010635000003  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Andrew Smith [219248] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the causes and consequences of 
recent unrest in East Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: The recent unrest in East Jerusalem is a consequence of the 
absence of an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal. We are concerned about the 
possibility of further escalation in violence. It is therefore vital that all those with 
influence now work together to restore calm. Every Israeli and Palestinian has a 
right to live in peace and security. We urge the parties to focus efforts on 
resuming serious and comprehensive negotiations towards resolving the conflict 
once and for all. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219248/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Smith [219249] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what contribution the Government is making to international efforts to ensure that 
people involved in the olive harvest in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are protected 
from violence and harassment by illegal settlers. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have had regular 
engagement with settler, political and religious leaders and Israeli Police and 
government authorities  (National Security Council, Ministry of Justice, and others)  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/wmstext/150106m0001.htm#15010635000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/wmstext/150106m0001.htm#15010635000003
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219248/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219248/
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on settler violence. They have specifically raised the issue of the olive harvest with 
several settler leaders asking them to urge restraint within their communities and 
help bring those responsible to justice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219249/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [219250] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the implications for its policies of 
the reasons advanced by the Swedish government for recognising Palestinian statehood. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Swedish position to recognise a Palestinian State has not 
changed UK policy. It continues to be our policy that we will also recognise a 
Palestinian State at a time when it will best serves the objective of peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219250/  
 

Middle East 
Richard Burden [219463] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what progress his Department has made on agreeing the language to be used in 
the draft UN Security Council resolution outlining the principles for a peace settlement 
between Israel and Palestine. 

Tobias Ellwood: The draft UN Security Council Resolution was not adopted as it 
failed to reach the necessary number of favourable votes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-18/219463/  
 

UNRWA 
Gareth Thomas [218915] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what plans she has to continue to fund UNRWA when the current funding programme 
ends in 2015; and if she will make a statement. 

Desmond Swayne: UNRWA has a unique mandate to provide essential support 
for some five million registered Palestinian refugees. Until a lasting political 
settlement has been reached, UNRWA’s role will remain central to ensuring that 
Palestinian refugees can access basic services. The UK is the third largest donor 
to UNRWA, providing long term, predictable support to deliver essential services 
and supporting UNRWA to make necessary reforms to get the Agency on to a 
more sustainable financial footing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-16/218915/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

UN Security Council: Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to 
support a two-state solution for Israel and Palestine, following the rejection of the 
Jordanian resolution at the United Nations Security Council on 30 December. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): My Lords, we remain convinced that the best way to secure a two-
state solution is through negotiations underpinned by clear international 
parameters. Events of recent days have only made that goal more difficult. We 
are therefore urging the parties to avoid steps which damage the prospects for 
resuming meaningful talks. In the coming weeks, we will continue to work closely 
with international partners to promote an environment conducive to peace. 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219250/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-17/219250/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-18/219463/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-18/219463/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-16/218915/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-16/218915/
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Baroness Tonge: I am grateful to the Minister for that reply—no surprises there, then. I 
hope that the Minister agrees that we have a historic responsibility for Palestine. Is she 
aware that a growing number of prominent Israeli academics and politicians support the 
Israeli peace initiative, which is based on the Arab peace initiative of 2002? Does she 
agree that we should now take the lead with our European partners in imposing a time 
limit for the creation of the two states based on that plan, with sanctions applied to both 
parties if they fail to achieve a solution? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, my noble friend points to her request 
that deadlines should be imposed. In the past, deadlines have never proved to be 
the opening of a door to a lasting peace. Clearly, she is right to draw attention to 
the fact that there are many, both in Israel and in the Arab states, who are working 
hard to achieve a peaceful outcome. The Arab League and the Arab states have a 
key role in the peace process, and the Arab peace initiative, through its offer of a 
normalisation of relations between Arab states and Israel in the event of a 
comprehensive peace agreement, is an important signal of the benefits that peace 
would bring to the entire region. It needs to be a comprehensive peace 
agreement. The advantage of a resolution in the United Nations Security Council, 
if we are able to achieve it, is that one could achieve a peace that is not only 
signed but delivered and endures. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, apart from continued drift and deterioration, 
does the noble Baroness agree that the only real alternative to a two-state solution is a 
one-state solution which would, for demographic reasons, mean the end of democratic 
Israel? In the light of the fact that Secretary Kerry has tried very hard but failed, does she 
see any prospect of any initiative from the United States over the next few years? 
Otherwise, the prospects appear very bleak indeed. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I hesitate to disagree with the noble 
Lord’s tenet that Mr Kerry has now failed, but I do disagree with that reading of 
recent events. I believe that Mr Kerry is determined to continue to take the peace 
process further. It was regrettable that the United Nations Security Council was 
unable to achieve a resolution. We continue to believe that negotiations for a two-
state solution are the only way forward. We are aware that both Netanyahu and 
Abbas are ready to continue negotiations. It is important that that process is 
allowed to continue and that we now have a period where people take stock of 
what has happened over the past few days and quietly consider how we may 
constructively move that peace process further. 

Baroness Morris of Bolton: My Lords, the Israeli President has said that he believes 
that it is completely wrong for the Israeli Government to withhold taxes which are due to 
the Palestinian Authority. Can my noble friend tell us what pressure the United Kingdom 
Government are putting on the Israeli Government to pay that money, which is due to the 
Palestinians? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, we are indeed deeply concerned by 
the decision made by Israel to freeze the transfer of $130 million of tax revenue. It 
is against international law and it certainly contravenes the 1994 Paris protocol 
signed between Israel and the PLO. I can tell my noble friend that we press Israel 
to reverse that decision. 

Baroness Morgan of Ely: My Lords, can the Minister outline whether any aspect of the 
UN Security Council resolution which was rejected last week was inconsistent with UK 
policy, international law or previous UN resolutions? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I am sure that the noble Baroness will 
have read the full document, which I would hesitate to do here because it is three 
pages long. The document is three pages long because it is a complex matter and 
the United Nations Security Council should be asked to look at these matters in 
detail over a sensible time period. Regretfully, the United Nations Security Council 
members were not given the opportunity to have the normal discussion and come 
to conclusions,  so  there  was  not a full  discussion  on  each  of the  propositions  
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within it. The imposition of a deadline for Israeli withdrawal from the Occupied 
Territories at the end of 2017 stood there without any of the other issues which 
need to be resolved. Because it was not possible to have a full discussion about 
all the issues in it we were, regretfully, not able to support that resolution. What 
we support is the fact that we should now go forward with the United Nations 
Security Council, have a full and meaningful discussion about it and secure a 
resolution to which all members can not only sign up but then keep. 

Lord Gold: My Lords, does my noble friend the Minister agree that progress towards a 
two-state solution has been set back by those who have been seeking immediate 
recognition of Palestine as a state while it is controlled by a terrorist organisation with 
links to ISIL, and whose aim is the total destruction of Israel, and that progress can only 
really be achieved through negotiation with those genuinely wanting a peaceful solution, 
supported by the international community? 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: My Lords, I am of course aware that there are 
those on both sides of the argument who find it very difficult indeed to move this 
matter forward but I am advised, and have every belief it is right, that President 
Abbas is a man of peace and wishes to continue negotiations. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has made it clear that he wishes to continue in those negotiations. It is 
clearly going to take still more work at the United Nations before we can reach a 
resolution to which all can subscribe, but against the bleak background that my 
noble friend paints I would paint the background of key players who want to 
achieve the right result—peace for that region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150106-
0001.htm#15010644000363  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini on the 
situation in Israel and Palestine 
Recent steps taken by Palestinians and Israelis could aggravate the already tense 
situation on the ground and bring them further away from a negotiated solution. Both 
sides should refrain from taking actions which could raise obstacles to the rapid return to 
the negotiations. 
The decision of the Israeli government to halt the transfer of tax revenues to the 
Palestinian Authority runs counter to Israel's obligations under the Paris Protocol. An 
effective Palestinian Authority, committed to non-violence and a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict, is a key element for a two-State solution. 
In this regard, the EU is providing considerable support, including financial assistance, to 
ensure the building of the institutions and infrastructure of a future Palestinian State. 
These achievements should not be put at risk by not meeting obligations regarding the 
timely and transparent transfer of tax and custom revenues. 
The European Union will promote and support now more than ever efforts to achieve a 
lasting peace based on a two-state solution, including through the Middle East Quartet. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/141206_02_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150106-0001.htm#15010644000363
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150106-0001.htm#15010644000363
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/141206_02_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150106/debtext/150106-
0001.htm#15010636000002  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0142/pro1420601p.393-
399.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-
2015/0142/amend/pbc1420701m.1341-1347.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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