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Home Affairs 

Supreme Court 

Greater Glasgow Health Board (Appellant) v Doogan and another (Respondents) 
(Scotland) [2014] UKSC 68 
… The respondents are two experienced midwives employed at the Southern General 
Hospital in Glasgow as Labour Ward Co-ordinators. Both are practising Roman Catholics 
who have informed their employer of their conscientious objection to taking part in the 
termination of pregnancy. …  
The Labour Ward Co-ordinator will book in patients, allocate staff in the ward, and 
supervise and support midwives. The respondents do not wish to undertake these tasks 
in connection with patients undergoing terminations. They were dissatisfied with the 
arrangements made to accommodate their objections … The hospital took the view that 
delegation, supervision and support did not constitute ‘participating’ in the treatment and 
rejected the grievance. … 
… an Extra Division of the Inner House … granted a declarator that … ‘the entitlement to 
refuse to delegate, supervise and/or support staff in the provision of care to patients’ 
undergoing terminations … which was said to extend to ‘any involvement in the process 
of treatment, the object of which is to terminate a pregnancy’. The respondents’ 
employers appealed to the Supreme Court. … 
The Supreme Court unanimously allows the appeal and sets aside the declarator … 
The only question in this case is one of pure statutory construction … 
Questions of whether the respondents’ rights to respect for their religious beliefs 
protected by Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights have been 
unlawfully restricted, or whether their employers have a duty to make reasonable 
adjustments to the requirements of their job to take account of their religious beliefs do 
not fall to be decided in this case, but are better suited to resolution in the proceedings 
which the respondents have also brought in the employment tribunal … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/decided-
cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0124_PressSummary.pdf  
 
To read the full judgement see 
https://www.supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0124_Judgment.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3349] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman’s recent suggestion that 
Israel should offer economic incentives to encourage the transfer of Israeli Arabs to a 
Palestinian state. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government has not made an 
assessment of this suggestion. We are clear with the Israeli authorities that we 
believe it is important that all Israeli citizens receive equal rights and treatment 
under Israeli law, including the Arab-Israeli minority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-02/HL3349/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness tonge [HL3351] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the United Nations report on the 
number of patients in Gaza waiting to leave for critical treatment; and what progress the 
European Union has made in respect of ending the blockade. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this UN report with the Israeli 
authorities, but are working with them to ensure continued smooth access to Gaza 
for UK medical professionals as part of the Department for International 
Development's Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) programme. The EU continues 
to urge the parties to fully implement the temporary mechanism for monitoring and 
verification of reconstruction materials negotiated by the UN, Palestinian Authority 
and Israel, as an important step towards the necessary urgent opening of all 
crossing points. The EU continues to stress the importance of a change of the 
Israeli policy, allowing Gaza to trade normally and on a permanent basis. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-02/HL3351/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3405] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are 
taking to encourage the Geneva Convention summit to discuss the situation in Palestine 
and human rights. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is firmly committed to the promotion and 
protection of human rights and compliance with international law. We are 
considering our position on the conference. It is important that any conference of 
the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions takes a balanced and 
non politicised approach. It should consider any violations, including attacks 
emanating from the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and action by all parties (i.e. 
Israel, Hamas and other militant groups). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3405/  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge HL3406] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking 
to discourage incitement to violence and to promote religious tolerance in Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have urged both Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders to exert their influence to discourage incitement and promote religious 
tolerance in Jerusalem. It is vital that the longstanding status quo in respect of 
access to and governance of the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif be preserved.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3406/  
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Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL3407] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 21 November (HL2860), what 
representations they will make to the government of Israel to hold a full and transparent 
investigation into the death of Youssef al Ramouni. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are not planning to make any representations 
to the Israeli authorities on the issue of the death of Youssef al Ramouni, as the 
Israeli police have concluded their investigation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-03/HL3407/  
 

Mordechai Kedar 
Baroness Tonge [HL3496] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether any attempt was 
made to prevent Professor Mordechai Kedar from entering the United Kingdom in order 
to speak to the Zionist Federation and Sussex Friends of Israel in Brighton on 8 
December, in the light of his reported comments in respect of raping the wives and 
mothers of Hamas militants. 

Lord Bates: The Home Office does not routinely comment on individual cases. 
This is because the Home Office has obligations in law to protect this information. 
The Government takes very seriously any suggestion that the presence of a 
particular person in this country might not be conducive to the public good. 
When such cases are brought to our attention, the Home Office will investigate 
and take action where appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-08/HL3496/  
 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Lord Warner [HL3641] To ask Her Majesty’s Government why the United Kingdom has a 
visa waiver agreement with Israel when the United States does not. 

Lord Bates: The UK sets its visa regimes in light of immigration, crime and 
security risks, amongst other factors, and keeps these regimes under regular 
review. These risks and other factors vary between countries who set visa 
regimes, so it is quite natural that the United States and the UK will have different 
visa requirements for the same set of foreign nationals. The UK has no ‘visa 
waiver agreement’ with Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3641/  
 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Lord Warner [HL3642] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the admission 
into the United Kingdom to speak publicly of Professor Mordechai Kedar of Bar-Ilan 
University in Israel, and his reported remarks that the sisters and mothers of terrorists 
should be raped as a deterrent, whether they intend to reconsider the retention of the 
visa waiver agreement with Israel. 

Lord Bates: The Home Office does not routinely comment on individual cases. 
This is because the Home Office has obligations in law to protect this information. 
The UK does not require Israeli citizens to hold a visa to visit the UK. 
Nevertheless, the Home Secretary can, in individual cases, decide whether a 
person should be excluded from the UK regardless of whether they require a visa 
to come to the UK or not. The UK sets its visa regimes in light of immigration, 
crime and security risks, amongst other factors, and keeps these regimes under 
regular review. The UK has no ‘visa waiver agreement’ with Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3642/  
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Entry Clearances: Israel 
Lord Warner [HL3643] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the visa waiver 
agreement with Israel permits individuals undertaking, permitting or financing illegal 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to travel freely between Israel and the 
United Kingdom. 

Lord Bates: In the same way as any other person admitted or granted entry to the 
UK, an Israeli citizen is expected to comply with the conditions of their stay in the 
UK and to abide by UK laws. Furthermore, watch list checks at the UK border 
identify persons who present a potential threat to the UK. The UK has no ‘visa 
waiver agreement’ with Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-10/HL3643/  
 
 

General Court of the European Union 

The Court annuls, on procedural grounds, the Council measures maintaining 
Hamas on the European list of terrorist organisations 
… the General Court finds that the contested measures are based not on acts examined 
and confirmed in decisions of competent authorities but on factual imputations derived 
from the press and the internet. …  
… the Court annuls the contested measures while temporarily maintaining the effects of 
those measures in order to ensure the effectiveness of any possible future freezing of 
funds. The effects of the measures are maintained for a period of three months, or, if an 
appeal is brought before the Court of Justice, until this appeal is closed. 
The Court stresses that those annulments, on fundamental procedural grounds, do not 
imply any substantive assessment of the question of the classification of Hamas as a 
terrorist group within the meaning of the Common Position. … 
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-12/cp140178en.pdf  
 

The full judgement is not yet available online but will be published at 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/documents.jsf?num=T-400/10  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO responds to EU Court Judgment on Hamas 
Today’s EU General Court judgment is procedural and does not mean the EU and UK 
have changed their position on Hamas. The effects of the EU Hamas listing, including 
asset freezes, remain in place. 
We are studying the detail of the judgment carefully, and will work with partners to ensure 
that the Hamas listing at the EU is maintained. 
Hamas’ military wing has been proscribed in the UK since 2001 under separate UK 
legislation. This is not affected by today’s EU General Court judgment. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-responds-to-eu-court-judgment-on-hamas  
 
 

European Parliament 

European Parliament resolution on recognition of Palestine statehood 
The European Parliament supports "in principle recognition of Palestinian statehood and 
the two state solution, and believes these should go hand in hand with the development 
of peace talks, which should be advanced", it says in a resolution passed on 
Wednesday. To support EU diplomatic efforts in the Middle East peace process, it also 
decided to launch a “Parliamentarians for Peace”  initiative to  bring  together  MEPs  and  
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MPs from the Israeli and Palestinian parliaments. 
The resolution was drawn up by five political groups and passed by Parliament as a 
whole, by 498 votes to 88, with 111 abstentions. 
Parliament reiterates "its strong support for the two-state solution on the basis of the 
1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states, with the secure State of Israel 
and an independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian State living side by 
side in peace and security on the basis of the right of self-determination and full respect 
of international law". MEPs also condemn in the strongest terms all acts of terrorism or 
violence. … 
MEPs stress the importance of consolidating the authority of the Palestinian consensus 
government and urge all Palestinian factions, including Hamas, to end internal divisions. 
…  
The resolution reiterates that Israeli settlements are illegal under international law, calls 
on the EU to become a genuine facilitator in the Middle East peace process and asks the 
EU’s foreign policy High Representative to facilitate a common EU position to this end. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20141212IPR01105/html/European-Parliament-resolution-on-recognition-
of-Palestine-statehood  
 
 

Muslim Council of Britain 

European Parliament Votes to Recognise Palestinian State 
The European Parliament took a historic vote today to urge member states to recognize 
the State of Palestine with a majority of 498 to 88 in favour.  … 
S&D Group President, Gianni Pittella MEP, commented: “This resolution, most 
importantly, stressed the overwhelming conviction in Europe that the time has come to 
solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through the two-state solution based on the 1967 
borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both states living side-by-side in peace and 
security.’ 
North West Labour MEP, Afzal Khan, Vice-Chair of Security & Defence in the European 
Parliament and a front-line vocalist on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, said: ‘This is truly a 
historic moment, not only for the Palestinians, who have suffered immensely for over 50 
years, but for the whole of Europe. Today the EU has shown its solidarity with those 
suffering in the Middle East and has demonstrated its will to get more actively involved in 
the peace process.’ … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/european-parliament-votes-recognise-palestinian-state/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
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** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141216/debtext/141216-
0002.htm#14121647000002  

 
** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Money Resolution, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141216/debtext/141216-
0004.htm#14121647000003  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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