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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
David Simpson [215744] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps the Government has taken to protect synagogues from terrorist attacks. 

James Brokenshire: The government recognises the concerns of the Jewish 
community in relation to the threat from terrorism, particularly given the attack at 
the Jewish Museum in Brussels in May this year and the recent attack at a 
synagogue in Jerusalem. The threat level from international terrorism to the UK 
has been raised to SEVERE. This is related to the developments in Syria and Iraq 
where groups are planning an attack in the UK, rather than threats to specific 
communities.  
Key community contacts have been briefed by senior police leaders, 
neighbourhood policing teams and local Counter Terrorism Focus Desk officers, 
who are seeking to reassure communities that may feel vulnerable.  
Specialist protective security advice has also been provided to faith-based 
locations of worship, including Synagogues, and reassurance has been given to 
those at other sites who may feel vulnerable. 
The Police are working in partnership with the Community Security Trust (CST) 
and other community members to coordinate security arrangements around 
synagogues and other vulnerable locations.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215744/  
 

Religious Hatred 
The following two questions both received the same answer. 

Sharon Hodgson [217294] To ask the Attorney General, how many people were 
charged with inciting religious hatred in each of the last five years. 
Sharon Hodgson [217295] To ask the Attorney General, how many people were 
charged with inciting racial hatred in each of the last five years. 

Richard Buckland: Allegations of inciting religious and racial hatred are by their 
very nature highly sensitive. For that reason, and to ensure a consistent 
approach, all charging decisions and prosecutions are dealt with by the Special 
Crime & Counter Terrorism Division of the Crown Prosecution Service. All such 
prosecutions require the consent of the Attorney General. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215744/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-24/215744/
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There have been 4 people charged with inciting religious hatred over the last 5 
years, split as follows: 

Year Number 

2014 3 

2013 0 

2012 0 

2011 0 

2010 1 

There have been 5 people charged with inciting racial hatred over the last five 
years, split as follows: 

Year Number 

2014 0 

2013 1 

2012 0 

2011 3 

2010 1 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217294/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217295/  
 

Religious Hatred / Racial Hatred 
The following two questions both received the same answer. 

Sharon Hodgson [217289] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many people 
were convicted of inciting religious hatred in each of the last five years. 
Sharon Hodgson [217290] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many people 
were convicted of inciting racial hatred in each of the last five years. 

Mike Penning: Hate crime of any form is unacceptable and taken very seriously 
by the Government. That’s why there are tough sentencing options available to 
the courts and we’re working with the police to increase reporting of these terrible 
offences. This country has some of the toughest laws in the world around hate 
crime and offenders who commit such crimes should be in no doubt that they will 
face a more severe sentence. 
The number of offenders found guilty of offences relating to inciting racial and 
religious hatred in England and Wales, from 2009 to 2013, can be viewed in the 
table. 

Offenders found guilty at all courts of offences related to racial (1) 
or religious hatred (2), England and Wales, 2009 to 2013 (3)(4)(5) 

      

Group 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

      

Racial 6 9 6 - 3 

      

Religious 2 2 - - 1 

      

'-' = Nil      

(1) Offences under SS 18 - 22 Public Order Act 1986, stirring up hatred on the 
grounds of race. 
(2) Offences under SS 29B - 29 F Public Order Act 1986, stirring up hatred on the 
grounds of religion. 
(3) The figures given in the table relate to persons for whom these offences were 
the principal offences for which they were dealt with. When a defendant has  been  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217294/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217294/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217295/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217295/
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found guilty of two or more offences it is the offence for which the heaviest penalty 
is imposed. Where the same disposal is imposed for two or more offences, the 
offence selected is the offence for which the statutory maximum penalty is the 
most severe. 
(4) Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and 
complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted 
from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. 
As a consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and 
their inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are used. 
(5) Prior to 23 March 2010, only acts intended to stir up religious hatred were 
reported. When Sections 29B to 29G of the Public Order Act 1986 were amended 
by the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008, offences for acts intended to 
stir up hatred on grounds of sexual orientation were added to offences for acts 
intended to stir up religious hatred. 
Source: Justice Statistics Analytical Services - Ministry of Justice. 
Ref: PQ 217289 217290 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217290/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217289/  

 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Communities ministers wish the Jewish community a happy Chanukah 2014 
Communities Secretary and Minister for Faith Eric Pickles said: I would like to send my 
warmest wishes to everyone celebrating Chanukah. 
Chanukah has become one of the best-loved celebrations in the British calendar, and 
reminds us all of the enormous contribution that the Jewish community makes in British 
life. 
Tonight as families and friends come together to light the menorah in communities across 
the country, I hope that the goodwill of the season inspires all of us to have a very happy 
and peaceful Chanukah. 
Communities Minister Stephen Williams said: I’d like to wish the Jewish community in the 
UK and beyond a very happy Chanukah. 
The festival reminds people that hope and endurance can last us through the most trying 
of times – a valuable lesson that everyone, regardless of faith or background, can learn 
from. 
Jewish people make a tremendous contribution to British life and by learning, 
understanding and sharing in the wide array of different cultures, all of which are integral 
to the fabric of our great country, Britain can only become stronger. 
Lord Tariq Ahmad said: Chanukah is a time for family and friends to come together, 
celebrate and share quality time with one another. This festival of light also provides 
hope at times of darkness, to come together to pray for a brighter future for all of 
humanity. 
The Jewish community, indeed all faiths, make a significant contribution to society. It is 
by recognising each and every different festival, the strengthening of mutual respect, the 
strength and diversity of our nation shines through. 
To Jewish people right across Britain, Chag Sameach. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-
a-happy-chanukah-2014  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217289/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-12-05/217289/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-a-happy-chanukah-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-a-happy-chanukah-2014
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3350] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the humanitarian situation in Gaza following the recent floods; and what 
discussions they have had with the government of Israel about beginning reconstruction. 

Baroness Northover: The UN declared a state of emergency in Gaza after heavy 
rain led to flooding. 100,000 people remain displaced, 19,000 of whom are still 
sheltering in UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) schools, after the 52 day 
war of this summer and are in need of immediate assistance. The UK was the first 
donor to support the tripartite Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) and is in 
discussion with all the parties to ensure that it facilitates the timely access of large 
amounts of construction materials into Gaza for reconstruction. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-02/HL3350/  
 
 

United Nations 

Future of Israeli-Palestinian peace ‘more uncertain than ever,’ warns senior UN 
official 
The quest for peace between Israel and the Palestinians has reached a “dramatic” 
crossroads, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Robert Serry, told the Security Council … 
“Now is the time to deescalate and refrain from provocative steps, re-build trust and set 
conditions for a return to negotiations that will resolve this conflict … Hope for a lasting 
solution to the conflict must be restored before it is too late.” … 
As a result of the widespread damage in Gaza, the UN official noted that a UN-backed 
reconstruction mechanism had begun to assist with the deliveries of construction 
materials into the war-ravaged enclave. In addition, he said, trade had been re-
established between Gaza and the West bank, although it still remained well-below 
potential. 
Nonetheless, the positive developments did little to reinforce what is already a fragile 
situation. … 
Mr. Serry also said he was “very concerned” about the reinstatement of Israel’s practice 
of punitive demolitions after almost a complete halt for nearly a decade. …  
According to UN rights experts, Israeli authorities have also slated at least six other 
homes of Palestinian suspects located in East Jerusalem, Askar refugee camp, and 
Hebron, for demolition or sealing – the practice of completely or partially closing off the 
rooms of a home with concrete or metal sheeting, prohibiting family members from 
accessing their homes, at times indefinitely. Meanwhile, following a recent deadly attack 
against a Jerusalem synagogue, a number of other house demolitions are reportedly 
being prepared. … 
The Special Coordinator added that Gaza’s precariousness also hinged upon its ability to 
become self-sufficient. He noted that forging “a clear and realistic plan” to give Gazans 
hope also required three specific priorities tied to bringing affordable energy, sufficient 
water and the physical reconstruction of the enclave. Unless that happened, he added, 
Gaza could be headed towards “another implosion with dire consequences.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49609#.VJBfwmSsUzE 

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-02/HL3350/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-12-02/HL3350/
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141215/debtext/141215-
0002.htm#14121545000001  
 

Committee Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/pro1271512p.373-
379.html 
 

Amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-
2015/0127/amend/pbc1271612m.1283-1289.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
 
Charity audit and independent examination (closing date 27 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination  
 
Connecting Scotland - how the Scottish Government and its agencies engage 
internationally (closing date 30 January 2015) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141215/debtext/141215-0002.htm#14121545000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141215/debtext/141215-0002.htm#14121545000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/pro1271512p.373-379.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/pro1271512p.373-379.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/amend/pbc1271612m.1283-1289.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/amend/pbc1271612m.1283-1289.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/charities-audit-and-independent-examination
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/84816.aspx
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The Essential Trustee (closing date 17 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-essential-trustee-cc3-new-version 
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