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Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Iran (Nuclear Talks) 
col 774   Gerald Kaufman: … Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that despite Iran’s vile 
internal policies … there is no evidence that it has been seeking to acquire nuclear 
weapons capability? … Furthermore, Iran has never committed an act of aggression 
against another country. That being so, does the right hon. Gentleman accept that it is 
absolutely right to continue the negotiations, and will he make that clear to the Israeli 
Government? … 

 

Mr Hammond: … the Israeli Government are well aware of our position, and equally we 
are well aware of their position. … 
col 776 … all of the E3 participants have regular discussions with Gulf colleagues, and 
indeed with Israeli Government representatives. … 

 

col 779  Rehman Chishti: … has a lot of pressure been put on Iran for it to stop 
supporting and harbouring terrorism—whether from Hamas in Israel, from Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, from interference in Iraq or from support for the brutal regime in Syria? … 

 

Mr Hammond: We have a separate bilateral dialogue with the Iranians in which we urge 
them, as I said earlier, not to meddle in the internal affairs of other countries … we have 
chosen … to keep these nuclear talks ring-fenced and separate from all other bilateral 
and multilateral strands of discussion with Iran. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141125/debtext/14112
5-0002.htm#14112534000001  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Jeffrey Donaldson [214888] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterpart in (a) the 
government of Israel and (b) the Palestinian authority following the recent vote in the 
House on Palestinian statehood. 

Tobias Ellwood: On 20 October I discussed the issue of Palestinian statehood 
with Israel's Ambassador Taub and the Palestinian Head of Mission in London, 
Professor Hassassain. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv and the Consulate 
General in Jerusalem have discussed it with senior officials from both sides. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-18/214888/ 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141125/debtext/141125-0002.htm#14112534000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141125/debtext/141125-0002.htm#14112534000001
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-18/214888/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-18/214888/
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Hezbollah 
Gordon Henderson [215203] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what reports he has received of a recent bomb attack by 
Hezbollah against Israeli soldiers on the Lebanon border with Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of reports of an explosive device detonated in the 
Shebaa Hills area of Israel on 7 October, which injured two Israeli soldiers. 
Hizballah has claimed responsibility for the attack. The Israel Defense Forces 
responded with artillery fire into Lebanon. We call on all sides to cease hostilities 
and honour United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215203/  
 
 

European Parliament 

EU Parliament to vote on recognising Palestinian state in December 
EU legislators will vote on a resolution to recognise the State of Palestine in December 
…  A debate and vote on the resolution proposal was initially planned for November but 
the vote was today rescheduled for the December plenary session … 
Gilles Pargneaux, a French Socialist MEP and member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
which made the initial proposal, said the vote was rescheduled "at the request of the 
European right.  If I was personally in favour of a vote as soon as this Thursday, 
November 27, I understand the importance of giving time to European political groups to 
draw a homogeneous majority in favour of the recognition of the Palestinian state living in 
peace alongside a safe Israeli state." … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/global-europe/european-parliament-vote-recognising-
palestinian-state-310276  
 
Debate: should Palestine be recognised as a state? 
… Violence in Israel and Palestine seems to be escalating again. How can the EU and 
the Parliament help to make a difference? 
Martina Anderson: The EU can make a difference by living up to its own obligations and 
suspend its Association Agreement with Israel due to its continued violation of Human 
Rights, as provided for under Article 2. Furthermore, the EP could recognise the state of 
Palestine which would provide an impetus for meaningful talks towards a two-state 
solution, between two states. 
Fulvio Martusciello: The European Parliament must condemn loudly and unanimously 
every episode of violence doing everything necessary to reverse this downward surging 
spiral of violence. 
What is necessary to achieve a lasting peace? 
Martina Anderson: The very viability of a two state solution has been continuously 
undermined by Israel's occupation even when they were supposed to be working for that 
solution through negotiations. This cannot go on. Recognition of the Palestinian state 
should not be seen only as an outcome of negotiations but as the basis of genuine 
negotiations towards a two state solution. 
Fulvio Martusciello: The European Union has to work diplomatically in order to promote 
and achieve the peace process between Israel and Palestine. The EU's efforts should be 
aimed at encouraging dialogue avoiding hasty decisions and anti-moderate positions. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20141125STO80504/html/Debate-should-Palestine-be-recognised-as-a-
state  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215203/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215203/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2964(RSP)&l=EN
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/global-europe/european-parliament-vote-recognising-palestinian-state-310276
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/global-europe/european-parliament-vote-recognising-palestinian-state-310276
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20141125STO80504/html/Debate-should-Palestine-be-recognised-as-a-state
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20141125STO80504/html/Debate-should-Palestine-be-recognised-as-a-state
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20141125STO80504/html/Debate-should-Palestine-be-recognised-as-a-state


 3 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Lebanon 
Lord Hylton [HL2838] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what actions they are taking 
internationally to reduce over-crowding, improve safety and provide medical care for the 
inhabitants of Shatila and similar refugee camps in Lebanon. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: We assist the residents of Shatila and eleven 
other refugee camps in Lebanon by providing funding to international Non-
Governmental Organisations and to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), the coordination agency for humanitarian assistance to Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon and the region. We have committed £133.7 million for 
humanitarian activities in Lebanon to date and are the third largest bilateral donor 
to UNRWA. 
UK funding provides cash to help urban refugees rent private sector 
accommodation. This moderates the numbers of refugees in camps and eases 
the pressures of overcrowding. To improve safety and security in camps we are 
supporting projects to address the causes of security challenges and respond to 
them when they arise. Medical care for camp populations is mostly provided 
through UNWRA. UNRWA spends 18% of its budget on healthcare provision and 
runs 27 health clinics for the refugee population offering services both in camps 
and in the urban environment. Our assistance to refugees in Lebanon forms part 
of wider UK action in the region. Since the onset of the Syria crisis the UK has 
committed £700 million for humanitarian activities in Syria and neighbouring 
states. Syrian refugees, Palestinian refugees formerly resident in Syria and host 
communities benefit from this funding. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-11/HL2838/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
** Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill 2014-15 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/15127.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/en/15127en.pdf  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-11/HL2838/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-11/HL2838/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/counterterrorismandsecurity.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/15127.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2014-2015/0127/en/15127en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
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