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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism 
Lord Blencathra [HL2806] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider that 
the current law is sufficient to deal with hate messages against Jews on social media, 
including Twitter. 

Lord Faulks: Yes. The Government is absolutely clear that abusive and 
threatening behaviour online – whoever the target - is totally unacceptable. A 
number of offences may be committed by abusing others on social media. A 
message sent by means of a public electronic communications network, such as a 
message on Twitter, which is grossly offensive, indecent, obscene or menacing 
may be an offence under section 127(1) of the Communications Act 2003. 
Sending indecent, grossly offensive or threatening material to another with the 
purpose of causing distress or anxiety to a person to whom the material is 
communicated, including by means of the internet, is an offence under the 
Malicious Communications Act 1988. 
Internet abuse could also amount to an offence under the Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997 if it is carried out as part of a ‘course of conduct’ which 
amounts to harassment or puts someone in fear of violence. 
Changes to the law being taken forward in the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill will 
increase the maximum penalty for offences under the Malicious Communications 
Act 1988 to 2 years imprisonment, and will mean that the current requirement that 
prosecutions are brought within 6 months of the offence being committed will no 
longer apply. The Bill will also extend the time within which prosecutions under 
section 127 of the Communications Act 2003 may be brought, to up to three years 
from commission of the offence, as long as this is also within 6 months of the 
prosecutor having knowledge of sufficient evidence to justify proceedings. 
These steps will help to ensure that people who commit these awful crimes are 
prosecuted and properly punished. Where any crime is motivated by or 
demonstrates hatred based on the race or religion of the victim, the courts will 
take this into account in passing sentence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2806/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2806/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2806/
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Home Office 

Giving notice of marriage or civil partnership 
From Monday 2 March 2015, major changes to the process for giving notice of marriage 
or civil partnership will come into effect. All couples will have to complete a longer notice 
period of 28 days before they will be able to marry or form a civil partnership in England 
and Wales. For couples where one or both of the parties is a non-EEA national with 
limited or no immigration status, the Home Office may extend the notice period to 70 
days to investigate whether the case is a sham. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/377482/Ma
rriage_notice.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Secretary of State for Defence 
T3. [906170] Debbie Abrahams: Official figures show that the Government granted 68 
export licences for nearly £7 million-worth of military-use items to be sent to Israel 
between January and June of this year. What discussions did the Defence Secretary 
have with the Business Secretary about those licences and why did the Government 
refuse to suspend them during the offensive on Gaza this summer, when they clearly 
broke the guiding principle of being responsible exports? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Defence (Mr Philip Dunne): 
The Government were concerned to look at any export licences that had been 
granted and undertook an initial review in August. We launched another review 
earlier this month and when it is available we will respond to the hon. Lady. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141124/debtext/14112
4-0001.htm#1411242000025  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran 
Guto Bebb [215151] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received about Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei's nine point plan for the destruction of Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We strongly condemn any suggestions from Iran’s leaders that 
Israel should be eliminated. We similarly strongly condemn any politically or 
racially motivated attempts to deny or question the Holocaust, and all anti-Semitic 
language. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215151/ 
 

Israel 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Jeremy Corbyn [209218] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many Israeli 
Defence Force officers have visited UK defence establishments since 1 July 2014; and 
what the purpose of each such visit was. 
Jeremy Corbyn [209226]  To  ask  the  Secretary  of State for  Defence,  how  many  UK  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/377482/Marriage_notice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/377482/Marriage_notice.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141124/debtext/141124-0001.htm#1411242000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141124/debtext/141124-0001.htm#1411242000025
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215151/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-19/215151/


 3 

 

military personnel have had official meetings with the Israeli Defence Force since 1 July 
2014; and what the purpose of each such meeting was. 

Philip Dunne: Israel is an important strategic partner of the UK and, as part of 
that relationship, the Ministry of Defence has an ongoing and wide ranging 
dialogue with the Israeli Defence Force and Israeli Ministry of Defence. This 
engagement is in line with the Government's policy of supporting the Middle East 
peace process by having a balanced relationship with the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Due to the widespread nature of our engagement with Israel 
throughout the Services the requested information is not held centrally and could 
be provided only at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209218/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209226/  
 

Palestinians 
Fiona Mactaggart [214594] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions Ministers and officials of his Department have 
had with their Belgian counterparts on developing a common European response to 
Israeli demolition of EU-funded development projects in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have serious concerns about demolitions of Palestinian 
property by the Israeli authorities. We are currently engaged in discussions with 
EU partners, including Belgium, on what the EU response should be if EU-funded 
structures in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are demolished. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214594/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Fiona Mactaggart [214762] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 17 October 2014 to Question 209872, 
and with reference to the Israeli government's recent announcement of an extra 1,060 
settlement units in East Jerusalem, if he will accelerate the timetable of his discussion 
with EU partners on what further steps can be taken to discourage Israeli settlement 
activity. 

Tobias Ellwood: Discussions are already underway in Brussels on what further 
measures the EU could take to discourage further settlement expansion. As the 
FAC conclusions of 17 November made clear, the UK and other Member States 
are deeply concerned by recent developments, are closely monitoring the 
situation and its broader implications, and remain ready to take further action in 
order to protect the viability of the two state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214762/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/  
 

Hamas 
Nadhim Zahawi [214710] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of whether Hamas has misused 
humanitarian aid. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are not aware of reports that aid intended for humanitarian 
projects, such as rebuilding homes of Gazans, has been misused by Hamas.  The  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209218/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209218/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209226/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-12/209226/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214594/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214594/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214762/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214762/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-10/209872/
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UK has recently invested £0.5million in the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism 
(GRM), specifically a Materials Monitoring Unit, to ensure that any reconstruction 
materials made available to Gazans to repair their homes are closely tied to an 
assessment of needs and subjected to rigorous spot checks. This will safeguard 
against the risk of building materials being diverted towards building tunnels. The 
GRM was established in November as a temporary and tripartite arrangement 
between the UN, Palestinian Authority and Government of Israel. Through the 
mechanism, 700 Gazans have been able to purchase much needed construction 
material in order to start the rehabilitation of their homes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214710/  
 

Palestinians 
Chris Williamson [214023] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assistance her Department plans to give to the removal of unexploded remnants of 
war in civilian areas in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID is supporting United Nations Mine Action Service with 
£450,000 of funding. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214023/  
 

Palestinians 
Chris Williamson [214024] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what help her Department plans to give to children in Gaza requiring specialised 
psychosocial support as a result of recent conflict. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID is funding mental health and psychosocial support 
across the Gaza strip, including psychosocial care for 3000 children and 1500 
mothers, psychological training for 120 child carers, and psychotherapy for 900 of 
the most traumatised children. We are also one of the largest donors to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency, which is providing psychosocial support and activities 
for children through its extensive network of schools. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214024/  
 

Palestinians 
Chris Williamson [214025] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assistance she plans to provide for the reconstruction or repair of schools destroyed 
or badly damaged in the Gaza conflict. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK has contributed £6 million in funding to the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA)’s Gaza Flash Appeal, which was launched in order 
to provide emergency assistance for displaced people and, upon cessation of 
hostilities, to start early recovery activities including shelter and installation repair. 
Our £20 million pledge at the Cairo conference included further support to 
UNRWA to support reconstruction. The UK has also provided £500,000 to support 
the temporary Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism to allow construction materials 
into Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214025/ 
 

Palestinians 
Chris Williamson [214061] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian situation in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: The UN estimates that around 30,000 internally displaced 
people are still sheltering in UNRWA schools and that more than 100,000 people 
have  been made  permanently  homeless.  As winter  approaches,  the  needs  of  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214710/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214710/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214023/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214024/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214025/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214025/
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these displaced people will become more acute. A health assessment led by the 
World Health Organisation indicates ongoing critical shortages of essential 
medicines and medical equipment. The UN also reports that food insecurity – 
already high in the Gaza Strip at 57 per cent– is likely to have significantly 
increased, and that significant constraints still impair the delivery of water and 
sanitation services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214061/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Fiona Mactaggart [214778] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what discussions her Department has had with its Belgian equivalents on developing a 
common European response to Israeli demolition of EU-funded development projects in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Desmond Swayne: No such discussions have taken place. The UK remains 
deeply concerned about demolitions of Palestinian property, which cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, are harmful to the peace process 
and, in all but the most limited circumstances, are contrary to international 
humanitarian law. The UK and the EU are currently engaging with the Israeli 
authorities in order to accelerate the approval of UK-funded masterplans for 
Palestinian communities in Area C of the West Bank. These plans provide the 
basis for sustainable development in Area C and reduce the risk of demolition. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214778/  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Middle East 
Lord Hylton [HL2777] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to seek 
compensation from the government of Israel for the damage to nine schools in Gaza, 
whose construction had been funded by the United Kingdom. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The UK is concerned at the destruction of 
internationally funded structures, and will look closely at any allegations that these 
were deliberately targeted. The UN is leading on a comprehensive assessment of 
destroyed and damaged infrastructure. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2777/  
 

 

European Parliament 

Schulz condemns Jerusalem synagogue attacks and urges peace talks 
President Schulz condemned the attacks that killed five people and injured many more in 
a Jerusalem synagogue last week. He called on all parties to halt this “senseless killing” 
and join in dialogue instead. This was “an attack on peace”, he said. 
Noting that Pope Francis, who recently issued a strong appeal for peace and dialogue in 
the Middle East, would be in Parliament on Tuesday, Mr Schulz said what was most 
shocking and disturbing was that the attack took place in a house of worship, in a city 
that is holy for three religions. He appealed to everyone not to let violence escalate and 
to end the cycle of violence and counter-violence. 
Mr Schulz conveyed Parliament’s condolences to the families of the victims. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/content/20141121IPR79801/html/Opening-Schulz-condemns-Jerusalem-
synagogue-attacks-and-urges-peace-talks  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214061/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214061/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214778/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-17/214778/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2777/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2777/
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United Nations 

‘Peace process hangs from a thread,’ UN warns ahead of Day of Solidarity with 
Palestinians 
United Nations officials today voiced their solidarity with the people of Palestine, while 
calling on both sides involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to cease acts of violence, 
overcome their differences, and resume peace talks with a clear framework towards 
resolving the decades-long dispute.  “Regrettably, as we meet here today, the path 
towards a durable peace remains uncertain,” said Sam Kutesa, President of the General 
Assembly … “The peace process now hangs from a thread and the process of 
rapprochement seems to be slipping away. … 
“In light of the recent violent incidents that led to civilian deaths and injuries, I strongly 
condemn all acts of violence against civilians and attacks against religious sites,” Mr. 
Kutesa declared. “I call on all parties to observe calm and restraint, and to refrain from 
provocative actions and incitement. All acts of violence must cease,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49431#.VHSrqWSUczE  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Palestinian homes must cease to be a target, UN human rights experts say 
The United Nations Special Rapporteurs on the Occupied Palestinian Territory and on 
the right to adequate housing today called on the Government of Israel to end its punitive 
demolition of Palestinian homes in response to alleged acts of violence by Palestinians in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
On 19 November, Israeli security forces demolished the East Jerusalem home of Abd al-
Rahman al-Shaludi, the Palestinian who allegedly committed last month’s car attack in 
Jerusalem that claimed the lives of a 22 year-old woman and a three-month old Israeli 
infant. The demolition resulted in structural damage to several nearby apartments. Israeli 
security forces also reportedly raided seven other units in the same residential building. 
“All acts of violence require a firm response from the Israeli authorities, and those 
responsible should be tried before a court of law and sentenced for their crimes … But 
the State cannot go beyond what is sanctioned by international law.” 
“In the case of Mr. Al-Shaludi, who was shot and killed by Israeli police at the scene of 
the attack, the demolition of his home in the middle of the night served no other purpose 
than to punish his innocent parents and five siblings, rendering them homeless.” Ms. 
Farha noted. “Simply put: the use of house demolition as a punitive measure is a form of 
collective punishment contrary to international law. Israel must immediately end its use of 
this devastating practice”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15340&LangID
=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 

http://www.un.org/pga/241114_statement-day-solidarity-palestinian-people/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49431#.VHSrqWSUczE
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15340&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15340&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
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