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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL2760] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning reports of its firing on agricultural land 
and fishing boats during October. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are not aware of incident(s) in October 
involving Israel Defence Forces (IDF) firing on fishermen or over agricultural land 
in Gaza, but continue to monitor the situation. The IDF has demarcated a 6-mile 
radius at the western nautical border. 
The demarcation of the northern border is not as clear to fishermen and this 
border area is the site of many incidents. During Operation Protective Edge, we 
raised our concern with the IDF several times over incidents in which fishermen 
were reportedly shot. The IDF maintained that the Israeli Navy fired only warning 
shots into the air when the fishermen ventured over the nautical border. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2760/  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge [HL2860] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the alleged hanging of a Palestinian 
bus driver by settlers in Jerusalem on 17 November. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations to the Israeli 
government on the alleged hanging of the Palestinian bus driver. An autopsy was 
carried out at which a Palestinian doctor was present. Based on the results of this 
autopsy as well as evidence collected at the scene, the Israeli Police have 
concluded that the likely cause of death was suicide. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2860/  
 
 

European Parliament 

Debate, 26/11/2014; Vote, 27/11/2014: Recognition of Palestine statehood 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2964(RSP)&l=en  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2760/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-10/HL2760/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-11-17/HL2860/
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EU Observer 

EU parliament to vote on Palestine statehood 
The European Parliament will in Strasbourg on Thursday (27 November) add its voice to 
the debate on whether EU states should recognise Palestine. The motion was initiated at 
the 11th hour by the left-wing Gue and S&D groups in the EU assembly. 
It’s too early to say what the final text of the resolution will propose. 
Gue’s draft text “urges all EU member states … to recognise the state of Palestine on the 
basis of the 1967 borders with Jerusalem as the capital”. … 
Whatever it ends up saying, the MEPs’ motion will not be binding on EU countries. 
But it comes amid a wave of pro-recognition sentiment in Europe. … 
Meanwhile, over 700 Israeli VIPs, artists, and professionals have sent a petition to MEPs 
asking them to support recognition. Amid recent violence in Jerusalem, they warn the 
current “stalemate” will “lead to further confrontations”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://euobserver.com/foreign/126625  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban urges Israeli, Palestinian leaders to stand up to extremists on both sides, end 
surging violence 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas that he was shocked by the recent deadly attack 
on a synagogue in West Jerusalem and “at this delicate and dangerous juncture” both 
leaders must show the courage to do everything necessary to end the surging violence. 
A statement issued by the Office of the United Nations Spokesperson in New York this 
evening said Mr. Ban today spoke separately by telephone today with Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Mahmoud. … 
“The dangerous downward spiral must urgently be reversed,” the UN chief said in his 
conversations, emphasizing that at this delicate and dangerous juncture, “courage and 
responsibility were required from both the President and the Prime Minister … 
“Absent this, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict may quickly morph into a religious conflict, 
over which the international community will have limited, if no, leverage,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49403#.VHI1X2SUczE  
 
Middle East: UN-backed reconstruction efforts set to kick-off in Gaza next week 
The next phase in reconstruction efforts for war-ravaged Gaza is slated to begin as early 
as next week following an updated “understanding” between Israeli and Palestinian 
stakeholders … 
“They will be able to procure the materials to repair or rebuild their properties in the same 
locations where they were located prior to the conflict,” Mr. Serry explained in his 
statement, adding that special precautions are also being implemented to avoid any 
misuse of the UN-backed reconstruction mechanism or diversion of materials for 
belligerent purposes. 
“Materials procured under the mechanism may only be used for their intended purpose,” 
he continued. “The United Nations will undertake spot checks to monitor compliance.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49410#.VHI1X2SUczE  
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Other Relevant Information 

The Bible Society 

More sacred texts in schools would help children 'Love thy neighbour as yourself' 
say teachers 
One in four British teachers (28%) say more Bible and other sacred texts in the curriculum 
would improve community cohesion, rising to 1 in 3 for primary schools. … The study also 
showed that two in five teachers (42%) think it would improve the cross-cultural 
understanding of their students with minority groups, while 3 in 4 teachers (73%) think the 
education system has more of a role to play in addressing the challenges of inter-religious 
and ethnic strife at home and abroad through changing attitudes and behaviour of the 
next generation.   
But the study also revealed that less than half of teachers (47%) are confident about 
including religious or sacred texts in their teaching plans, including 1 in 10 RE teachers 
(11%) surveyed. It also found nearly 1 in 10 children say those who are religious, or from 
different a religion to themselves, are “dangerous”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/news/more-sacred-texts-in-schools-would-help-children-
love-thy-neighbour-as-yourself-say-teachers/  
 
Bible Society/YouGov findings for teachers 
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/uploads/content/news/files/news_articles/data_tables/2014-
11/teacher_results.pdf  
 
Bible Society/YouGov findings for pupils 
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/uploads/content/news/files/news_articles/data_tables/2014-
11/student_results.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en

