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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Prisons: Ministers of Religion 
Sadiq Khan [209537] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many prison 
chaplains there are of each faith. 

Andrew Selous: The number of prison chaplains that were directly employed in 
the Prison Service of England and Wales as at 30 June 2014 can be found in the 
table below. The information covers both the public and private sectors. Where 
directly employed Chaplains are not available religious services are also provided 
by Chaplains engaged on a sessional basis. 
Table: Directly Employed Prison Service Chaplains - as at 30 June 2014 

Religion Headcount 

Christian 240 

Muslim 100 

Sikh ~ 

Hindu ~ 

Buddhist ~ 

Unknown / 
Others 

40 

Total 390 

Figures are rounded to the nearest 10 in line with the department’s policy for 
presenting staffing data. Totals are formed from unrounded parts prior to 
rounding. For this reason, totals may not equal the sum of their rounded parts. 
The symbol ~ represents 5 or fewer 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209537/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Mark Williams [214093] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what reports he has received on attacks by the Israeli Ground Force and Navy on  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209537/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-26/209537/
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farmers and fishermen in Gaza in October 2014; and if he will raise this matter with his 
Israeli counterpart. 

Tobias Ellwood: The IDF has demarcated a 6-mile radius at the western nautical 
border. The demarcation of the northern border is not as clear to fishermen and 
this border area is the site of many incidents. During Operation Protective Edge, 
we raised our concern with the IDF several times over incidents in which 
fishermen were reportedly shot. The IDF maintained that the Israeli Navy fired 
only warning shots into the air when the fishermen ventured over the nautical 
border. We have received unconfirmed reports from the British Consulate General 
in Jerusalem on attacks in October. We have not raised the October incidents with 
the Israeli authorities, but continue to monitor developments closely. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214093/  
 

Israel 
Mark Williams [213924] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent reports he has received on IDF incursions into the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem and violence by settlers; and what plans he has to raise the issue with 
his Israeli counterpart. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office receives regular reports 
from our Embassy in Tel Aviv and our Consulate-General in Jerusalem on political 
developments in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond) spoke to the Israeli Foreign Minister, 
Avigdor Lieberman, on 10 November where he said he was deeply concerned 
about rising tensions in East Jerusalem. On 10 November, our Ambassador to Tel 
Aviv raised UK concerns over rising tensions with the Israeli Ministry of Defence 
Director-General Political-Military and urged the need for calm. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213924/  
 

Israel 
Mark Williams [213926] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will raise with his Israeli counterpart the death of Bahaa Samir Badir in Beit 
Liqiya on 16 October 2014. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government has repeatedly expressed concerns to Israel 
about the appropriate use of force, including the use of live ammunition, by the 
Israel Defence Force and Police, as well as the need for Israel to implement the 
recommendations of the Turkel Commission on improving how the Israeli 
authorities investigate alleged violations of international humanitarian law. We will 
continue to do so as long as this remains an issue of concern. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/213926/  
 

Middle East 
Douglas Alexander [214103] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made on the decision by Egypt to 
suspend talks between Israel and the Palestinians in Cairo. 

Philip Hammond: Ministers discussed the situation in Gaza and the talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians with Egyptian Foreign Minister Shukri during 
his visit to the UK on 27 October and stressed the importance we place on 
Egypt’s mediation role. Foreign Minister Shukri said that Egypt was still committed 
to the negotiation process and that talks would resume as soon as possible. We 
continue to discuss this issue with the Egyptian government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214103/  
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Palestinians 
Matthew Offord [214085] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of reports of bomb attacks against 
Fatah officials in the Gaza strip. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office was concerned by 
reports of bomb attacks targeting Fatah officials in Gaza on 7 November. 
Investigations have been launched in Gaza into who was responsible. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214085/  
 

Hamas 
David Burrowes [214302] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what support his Department provides to ensure Hamas does not acquire 
construction materials for terror purposes. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK, as a donor, follows very carefully the course of 
internationally provided construction materials into Gaza, and we are confident in 
the effectiveness of the new UN agreed monitoring mechanism. 
Imports of construction materials, including concrete, are currently only permitted 
for UN-led humanitarian projects with strict controls mitigating the risk of transfer 
of materials for use other than that intended. There remains a clear need for 
further legitimate construction work in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-11/214302/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (521) Medics working in Gaza during and since Operation 
Protective Edge in Gaza – That this House applauds the exemplary work of all health 
professionals in Gaza, be they medics, social workers, occupational therapists, 
ambulance teams and others who continue to look after the 12,000 injured, including 
3,374 children, long after the media have taken their cameras away from the one 
vantage point permitted them during Israel's Operation Protective Edge attack on Gaza 
in August and September 2014; notes the death toll of 2,200 Palestinians, 1,500 civilians 
including 500 children, and 71 Israelis, five civilians; further notes that many of the 
injured are now permanently disabled and will require a lifetime of physical and 
psychological rehabilitation; commends all those who have donated their services to 
looking after the people of Gaza; deplores in particular the conduct of the Israeli 
authorities in refusing entry to Gaza of medical personnel from abroad including the 
indefatigable and determined Norwegian surgeon Dr Mads Gilbert who repeatedly works 
in Gaza whilst it is under attack, and who is the latest victim of such unjust treatment; and 
calls on the Government to press the Israeli government to respect international law and 
allow humanitarian aid into Gaza and to lift the siege on Gaza. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/521  

 
 

United Nations 

UN strongly condemns attack on Jerusalem synagogue 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has strongly condemned today’s attack 
on a synagogue in West Jerusalem that claimed four lives and injured several persons, 
calling for political leadership and courage on both sides to address the “very tense” 
situation in the region. 
In  a  statement  …  the  Secretary-General  noted  that  beyond  today’s  “reprehensible”  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214085/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-10/214085/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-11/214302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-11-11/214302/
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incident, clashes between Palestinian youths and Israeli security forces continue on a 
near daily basis in many parts of East Jerusalem and the West Bank. … 
Extending his condolences to the families of the victims and wishing the injured a speedy 
recovery, Mr. Ban emphasized that attacks against religious sites in Jerusalem and the 
West Bank point to an additional dangerous dimension to the conflict which reverberates 
far beyond the region. 
Welcoming the condemnation of today’s attack by Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas, the Secretary-General stressed that all sides must “avoid using provocative 
rhetoric which only encourages extremist elements.” 
Earlier today, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, 
also strongly condemned the attack, calling on all sides to do everything possible to 
avoid further escalation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49366#.VGuz6VeUeRM  
 
Statement by the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Mr. Robert Serry, on the attack this morning on a synagogue in West 
Jerusalem 
The Special Coordinator is abhorred by the attack this morning on a synagogue in West 
Jerusalem. There can be no justification whatsoever for these deliberate killings, which 
he strongly condemns.  
The Special Coordinator reiterates the United Nations urgent call on all sides to do 
everything they can possibly do to avoid further escalation in the already very tense 
situation in Jerusalem.  
His thoughts are with the families of the victims. 
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2014/Statement%20by%20the%20UN
%20Special%20Coordinator%20-%2018%20November%202014.pdf  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Press briefing notes on Israel, Occupied Palestinian Territory and Yemen 
We are alarmed by the recent series of violent incidents in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. Early this morning, at least four Israelis were killed and eight others 
injured, in an attack in a Jerusalem synagogue. On Sunday, a Palestinian bus driver was 
found hanged in his bus in Jerusalem in unclear circumstances. At least six other people 
-- including five Israelis and one Ecuadorean -- have been killed in the past month in 
alleged attacks involving cars driven at people and knife attacks. At least three 
Palestinian suspects were killed when Israeli security forces reacted to these incidents. 
In response, Israel has reportedly announced that it will demolish or seal six homes of 
Palestinians allegedly involved in previous attacks. 
We condemn all acts of violence, which have resulted in deaths and injuries. Israel has a 
duty to ensure law and order, including by bringing to justice those responsible for these 
attacks, but any response must be in accordance with international law. We urge Israeli 
authorities to refrain from taking measures, such as punitive demolitions, which violate 
international law and may further inflame the situation. 
We also continue to follow with concern the extremely tense and volatile situation across 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. There are near daily clashes between 
Palestinians and Israeli security forces that have resulted in deaths and injuries, including 
as a result of the use of live ammunition by Israeli security forces. 
We call on Israelis and Palestinians to exercise restraint, and for all responses to the 
escalating situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory to be grounded in 
respect for human rights. 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15305&LangID=E  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49366#.VGuz6VeUeRM
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2014/Statement%20by%20the%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20-%2018%20November%202014.pdf
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2014/Statement%20by%20the%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%20-%2018%20November%202014.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15305&LangID=E
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Vatican 

Pope Francis calls for peace after series of Jerusalem attacks 
Pope Francis has made a heartfelt plea to Israelis and Palestinians to put an end to the 
violence which has plagued Jerusalem and other parts of the Holy Land in recent 
weeks.  His appeal follows an attack on a Jerusalem synagogue Tuesday in which 2 
Palestinian men armed with a meat cleaver and a gun killed three U.S.-Israeli rabbis and 
a British-Israeli man.  An Israeli policeman later died of his wounds. 
In remarks at the General Audience Wednesday, Pope Francis said, “I am following with 
concern the alarming increase in tension in Jerusalem and other parts of the Holy Land, 
with unacceptable episodes of violence that do not spare even the places of worship.  I 
assure a special prayer for all the victims of this dramatic situation and for those who 
suffer most as a result. From the bottom of my heart, I make an appeal to the parties 
involved to put an end to the spiral of hatred and violence and to make courageous 
decisions for reconciliation and peace. Building peace is difficult, but living without peace 
is a torment!” 
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-francis-calls-for-peace-after-series-of-jerus  
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Church saddened by Jerusalem attacks: Letter from the Moderator to Chief Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis 
… The Church of Scotland was deeply saddened and troubled to hear of the terror attack 
at the Bnei Torah Kehillat Yaakov Synagogue this morning and condemns this shameful 
act of violence on people at worship. Please be assured that our prayers are with the 
families who must be devastated at the loss of their loved ones. 
In light of so many recent attacks and deaths caused on both sides of this tragic, on-
going conflict, we are praying for an end to this cycle of violence and for more progress 
to be made towards a resolution which allows people to live together in peace and 
security. 
The Church of Scotland also prays for calm at this time and calls for all concerned to 
show restraint. Any further reprisals will simply add to the desperate spiral of violence 
and stifle voices which are crying out for peace. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-saddened-by-
jerusalem-attacks  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Asisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Developing New GCSEs, A levels and AS Qualifications for First Teaching in  
2016 − Part 3 covering: GCSEs, A levels and AS qualifications Religious studies  
(closing date 5 January 2015) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371790/2014-
10-29-developing-new-qualifications-for-first-teaching-in-2016-part-3.pdf  
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2015) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
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