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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Church Schools 
Baroness Eaton [HL2440] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
implementation of the Education (Independent School Standards) (England) 
(Amendment) 2014, requiring the active promotion of protected characteristics as set 
down in the Equality Act 2010, what provision will be made to enable Christian schools to 
teach traditional Christian values and views about marriage; and what measures they 
have taken to ensure that any such provisions are not overridden. 

Lord Nash: The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014 do not require the active promotion of the 
protected characteristics in the Equality Act. 
The Regulations require that schools actively promote principles which encourage 
respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected characteristics. 
This is a crucial distinction. It is right to respect other people, even if one does not 
agree with them or their way of life. This is a fundamental part of preparation for 
life in modern Britain. 
The Government is absolutely clear that the changes make no difference to the 
existing legal obligations that schools have under the Equality Act 2010. All 
schools are already required to abide by the Act and their obligations are not 
altered by the changes to the standards. The changes do not fetter the views of 
individual teachers or censor the discussion of relevant matters. A teacher who, 
for instance, disagrees with same-sex marriage because of their Christian faith 
will not be prevented from expressing that view by these changes. Since the 
changes make no difference to schools’ existing legal obligations under the 
Equality Act there is no question of the ability of schools to teach traditional 
Christian values being overridden. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2440/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Greg Mulholland (473) National Islamophobia Awareness Month – That this House 
expresses its full support for National Islamophobia Awareness Month in November 
2014; is deeply concerned at October 2014 figures from the Metropolitan Police that anti- 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-27/HL2440/
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Muslim hate crime had risen 65 per cent in the previous 12 months; notes that these are 
only figures for London and is concerned at the wider possible picture around the 
country; further notes Teesside University's research published in June 2014 that the 
majority of victims tend to be women; stands with the British Muslim community in total 
opposition to such attacks, particularly from extremist individuals and far-right groups; 
commends the work of the Tell MAMA project run by the Faith Matters charity to monitor 
anti-Muslim hatred; further notes recent comments from the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Justin Welby, that we are seeing an upsurge in racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Islamic 
comments; strongly condemns all such comments and acts, whether occurring online or 
physically; warns against demonisation of minority communities that may perpetrate such 
attitudes, such as sweeping generalisations of an incredibly diverse community or 
assigning collective blame because of the actions of some individuals; strongly 
commends grassroots organisations, mosques, scholars and university Islamic societies 
positively engaging and empowering young British Muslims; urges better monitoring of 
religiously aggravated hate crime with only 24 out of 43 police forces in England and 
Wales currently doing this; and calls for strengthening the cross-government Anti-Muslim 
Hatred Working Group and supporting the Muslim Council of Britain in its work as the 
democratic voice of the 2.8 million-strong British Muslim community. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/473  
 
 

Scottish Government 

New phase of Scottish Government campaign to promote equality in Scotland 
… Following the successful launch of the onescotland.org website during Glasgow 2014, 
the next phase of the One Scotland campaign focuses on promoting equality for LGBTI 
and ethnic minority people. … 
Recent YouGov research commissioned by the Scottish Government found three-
quarters (76 per cent) of Scots agree Scotland has made great progress towards equality 
over the past 10 years. However, 89 per cent of people surveyed also believe more work 
needs to be done to ensure people are treated equally. 
Ms Robison said: “Scotland believes in equality and the One Scotland campaign 
emphasises that we are all equal and that the same rights and opportunities should apply 
to all. No one should have to face discrimination or prejudice in any form, and nine out of 
ten Scots believe there is still work to be done to make equality for all a reality. 
“Progress has been mixed in recent years and there is a pressing need to continue 
education and engagement that promotes a welcoming, inclusive society where 
everyone – regardless of race, sexual orientation or gender identity – has a place.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-believes-in-equality-1205.aspx  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Humanitarian Needs (Gaza) 
1. Andrew Turner: What plans she has to work with her international counterparts to 
address humanitarian needs in Gaza. [905888] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Justine Greening): … 
The UK will continue to work closely with international partners to address 
humanitarian  needs  in  Gaza.   We  have  already  provided  over  £17  million  in  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/473
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humanitarian assistance and recently committed a further £20 million at the 
international donor conference in Cairo to assist those affected, including 
hundreds of thousands left homeless as winter approaches. 

Mr Turner: There are 1.8 million people in Gaza and it is physically smaller than the Isle 
of Wight. Does the Secretary of State accept that 485,000 people in Gaza need 
emergency food assistance and 273,000 people need school buildings for shelter and, 
most important of all, around 1 million people are desperate for work? What is the right 
hon. Lady doing about that? 

Justine Greening: My hon. Friend raises some very good points. Gaza is one of 
the most densely populated parts of the world. As he says, we are, of course, 
providing shelter and basic services to many people, but we also increasingly 
work on private sector support, supporting livelihoods, and the key to that in the 
long term is a political settlement that means the economy in Gaza can thrive 
normally. 

Gerald Kaufman: Will the right hon. Lady condemn in the strongest terms the recent 
total closure of the Gaza border by Israel, in utter violation of the ceasefire, making it very 
difficult—even more difficult—for the aid she provides and the other aid for reconstruction 
after the terrible destruction imposed by the Israelis? This cannot go on. 

Justine Greening: We are extremely concerned about the continued restrictions, 
which have a tremendous effect on the Gazan economy. Of course we 
understand the security concerns of Israel, but ultimately we need leadership from 
both parties to move forward to some political settlement. We will never get to 
provide the long-term support to people unless we can get in and out of Gaza 
easily and, as the right hon. Gentleman knows, that has been a very great 
problem for us. 

10. [905897] Jason McCartney: Will the Secretary of State join me in thanking my 
constituents from Lockwood, Crosland Moor and Thornton Lodge for their fundraising 
efforts to help address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and will she confirm what steps 
the UK is taking to aid reconstruction in Gaza following the Cairo conference? 

Justine Greening: I pay warm tribute to my hon. Friend’s constituents. They are 
among the millions of groups and communities around our country that do 
fantastic work supporting people in very difficult parts of our world. We are playing 
our role. Part of our announcement at the international donor conference was to 
make sure we can help fund some of the reconstruction that is now required in 
Gaza. 

Richard Burden: While I agree with the Secretary of State that a political settlement is 
vital, does she agree with me that there is still no excuse for Israeli forces firing on 
fishermen when all they are doing is trying to fish, or firing on farmers when all they are 
trying to do is farm their land, and what can she do to ensure that the Israeli forces stop 
doing this? 

Justine Greening: We are always concerned about these sorts of incidents of 
violence. In the end, people will have to get back around the negotiating table, 
and we will have to have talks that go further than the ceasefire that is currently in 
place. They need to get back under way in Egypt, and ultimately people need to 
agree that the current status quo is simply untenable, and communities on both 
sides need to work towards having a better future for their children than they are 
currently experiencing. 

Peter Bone: The Secretary of State is absolutely right that we need a political settlement, 
but is she concerned that, of all the money that is being given, some will be siphoned 
away for Hamas to build new tunnels—terror tunnels—back into Israel? What is the 
Secretary of State doing to ensure that British taxpayers’ money does not contribute to 
that? 

Justine Greening: I can categorically assure my hon. Friend that no aid money 
goes to Hamas. We have safeguards in place to ensure compliance with both UK 
and EU legislation on terror funding. 
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15. [905902] Chi Onwurah: Given this House’s historic vote to recognise Palestine, the 
decision of the Swedish Government and similar debates in the French and Irish 
Parliaments, what work is the Secretary of State doing with Palestinian civil society and 
structures to prepare the state for wider recognition? 

Justine Greening: We do broad capacity-building with the Palestinian Authority. 
As the hon. Lady points out, there is a political element to the way forward that is 
the base for seeing any real progress in the long term. First, though, our focus has 
been on providing humanitarian support to people affected by the recent crisis, 
and then more broadly starting to be part of the reconstruction efforts so that we 
can get people back into their homes and, critically, get children back into their 
schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141105/debtext/14110
5-0001.htm#14110548000016  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Richard Burden [212853] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he is making to his Israeli counterpart on access to, and 
sovereignty over, the Al Aqsa mosque in East Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv delivered a clear message to the 
Israeli Cabinet Secretary on 30 October, advocating reopening of the mosque. 
The mosque re-opened on 31 October for men over 50 and for women. It is vital 
that the longstanding status quo of the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif compound 
be preserved and we urge the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law as an occupying power in East Jerusalem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-31/212853/  

 
Palestinians 

Richard Burden [212854] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the government of Sweden on 
recognition of the state of Palestine; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Political Director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
discussed this issue with the Swedish Political Director on 3 November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-31/212854/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns terrorist attacks in Israel and the OPTs 
Speaking today Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: I condemn the appalling 
terrorist attacks that took place in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
yesterday. An attack in East Jerusalem, when a car was driven into pedestrians killing 
one person and seriously injuring a number of others was followed by a second attack in 
Al-Arroub injuring three soldiers. My thoughts are with everyone affected. 
I remain deeply concerned by the growing tensions in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, including the violent clashes at Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount on 
Wednesday morning in which a number of Palestinians were injured. Every Israeli and 
Palestinian has a right to live in peace and security. It is therefore vital that all those with 
influence now work together to restore calm. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-terrorist-attacks-in-
israel-and-the-opts  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141105/debtext/141105-0001.htm#14110548000016
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Department for International Development 

External Review of DFID’s Palestinian Programme 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/371566/Pa
lestinian-Programme-Report-and-annexes.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Inquiry into the antisemitism emanating from the Middle East conflict of July/August 2014 
(closing date 24 November 2014) 
http://www.scojec.org/pab/2014/xi/14xi_pcaa.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1 
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2014) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en 
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