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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
Matthew Offord [210620] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department is taking to identify and implement future crime prevention 
measures in relation to race hate crime. 

Norman Baker: The Coalition government takes all forms of hate crime very 
seriously. The Government’s hate crime action plan brings together the activities 
of government departments to: prevent hate crime by challenging the attitudes 
and behaviours that foster hatred; increase the reporting of hate crime by building 
victims’ confidence to come forward and seek justice, ensuring the right support is 
available when they do, and; work across the criminal justice system to improve 
the operational response to hate crime. 
Police forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland have recently been issued 
with new guidance for dealing with hate crimes, which includes advice for dealing 
with incidents and how to monitor and deal with community tensions.  
Data published on 16 October showed a 5% increase in hate crime recorded by 
the police in the last year with increases across all five of the monitored hate 
crime strands. The government is encouraged that more victims are coming 
forward and that the police are improving the way they identify hate crime. 
The government has also worked with organisations, including Show Racism the 
Red Card, the Anne Frank Trust and the Jewish Museum to raise awareness of 
prejudice with children and young people, in order to prevent hate crime from 
happening in the first place. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210620/  

 
Radicalism 

Andrew Rosindell [210568] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what recent progress the Government has made on steps to reduce the risk of 
radicalisation of British Muslims. 

James Brokenshire: Since the Prime Minister’s Extremism Task Force (ETF) 
made its recommendations in December 2013, we have made considerable 
progress in tackling extremism and reducing the risk of radicalisation. This 
Government   has  excluded  more  hate  preachers  than  ever  before,  and   has  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210620/
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regularly disrupted events which feature extremist preachers. We have restricted 
access to online terrorist material, the majority of which is hosted overseas: since 
December 2013 we have removed from the internet over 32,000 pieces of 
unlawful terrorist-related content, taking the overall total to over 51,000 since 
2010. 
We have seen a significant rise in referrals to our multi-agency safeguarding 
programme, Channel, which provides tailored support to people identified as at 
risk of radicalisation, including from Islamist extremism. The Association of Chief 
Police Officers reported a 58% increase in the past year. Since April 2012 there 
have been over 2000 Channel referrals. Hundreds have been offered support 
under the programme. 
We have made progress with our ‘Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent’ 
(WRAP), a training tool which teaches frontline workers how to identify and 
support those at risk of radicalisation. Since the revised Prevent strategy (June 
2011), we have trained over 100,000 frontline public sector workers to identify and 
support those at risk. We are currently rolling out new, updated training.In the 
2013/14 financial year, Prevent practitioners in our 30 priority areas worked with 
over 250 mosques, 50 faith groups and 70 community groups. We have delivered 
over 180 community-based Prevent projects since 2011, and are currently 
supporting over 70. All of our current Prevent projects are focused on the current 
threat, including Syria and Iraq. Since early 2012, these projects have reached 
over 45,000 people. 
In September the Home Secretary announced that the Home Office will now 
assume responsibility for a new Extremism Strategy. The strategy will aim to build 
up society to identify extremism, confront it, challenge it and defeat it. It will cover 
extremism in all its forms, including Islamist extremism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-14/210568/ 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL2028] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much financial assistance 
they pledged at the recent Cairo conference to the rebuilding of Gaza; whether such 
resources will be passed to the Palestinian Authority directly or through a third party; and 
when they expect to release the first tranche of resources. 

Baroness Northover: The UK pledged £20 million at the conference for Gaza 
reconstruction. These funds will be channelled through both the Palestinian 
Authority (via a Trust Fund administered by the World Bank), and through 
implementing partners with an established presence in Gaza, including UN 
agencies. The first tranche of resources will be released rapidly, to fund the 
removal of unexploded ordnance, facilities to offer reconstructive surgery, and the 
mechanism to monitor the import of construction materials. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2028/ 
 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL2029] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what contact they have had 
with the government of Israel about ensuring  the smooth flow of rebuilding materials into  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-14/210568/
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Gaza; and what assurances they have been given by that government that such 
materials will not be blocked by Israel. 

Baroness Northover: The UK has an ongoing dialogue with the Government of 
Israel on issues relating to humanitarian access and reconstruction in Gaza. DFID 
funds the UN Access Coordination Unit to facilitate the movement of goods and 
people in and out of Gaza. We welcome the agreement between Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority and the UN on the mechanism for the import of construction 
materials, and stand ready to support its continued implementation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2029/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL2030] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the role of Hamas representatives in decision-making by the Palestinian 
Authority on the use of rebuilding materials in Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: The import of construction materials into Gaza will be 
monitored and verified by a tripartite monitoring and verification mechanism 
involving the UN, Palestinian Authority and the Government of Israel. Hamas is 
not represented on the steering committee overseeing implementation. Individuals 
and companies in receipt of materials will be vetted to ensure compliance with UK 
and EU counter-terrorism legislation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2030/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL2031] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have 
had with any European Union partners on the development of (1) an international port, 
and (2) an international airport, in Gaza; and what assessment they have made of such 
developments. 

Baroness Northover: The UK has ongoing discussions with EU partners on 
encouraging sustainable economic development in Gaza. The UK and the EU 
continue to call for the lifting of economic restrictions in place in Gaza. Allowing 
the free movement of goods and people in and out of Gaza will improve 
conditions for trade, economic development and job creation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2031/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Lord Hylton [HL2035] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel about (1) the demolition of homes in the E–1 area 
and the bulldozing of walls, adjoining houses and land in Khillet al-Qamar and a plan to 
displace Bedouin in the West Bank; and (2) the destruction of the electricity network in 
Aqraba following the demolition of houses in al-Tawil in August. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth 
East (Mr Ellwood), raised strong concerns over the plans to move the Bedouin 
population from Area C with the Israeli Justice Minister on 6 October during his 
visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 5-8 October The 
issue was also raised by officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv in meetings with 
senior officials in the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Israeli Prime 
Minister's Office. We regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to Israel our 
serious concerns about the actual or threatened demolition of Palestinian homes 
and infrastructure in the West Bank, and the need for a planning process that 
adequately addresses the needs of Palestinian communities. Demolitions cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians;  are harmful to the peace process;  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2029/
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and are, in all but the most exceptional of cases, contrary to international 
humanitarian law. The Fourth Geneva Convention is clear that the destruction of 
any real or personal property in Occupied Territory is not justified unless it is 
rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. We also make clear to 
Israeli officials that forcible transfer would be a breach of International 
Humanitarian Law and would have serious ramifications on Israel’s international 
standing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2035/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns terrorist attack in Jerusalem 
Speaking about the terrorist attack in Jerusalem the Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond 
said: I offer my condolences for Wednesday’s terrorist incident in the Ammunition Hill 
area of Jerusalem, when a car was driven into passengers waiting for a tram, killing a 
baby and hospitalising seven innocent bystanders. I condemn this senseless attack. I am 
concerned about the recent fatalities and rising tensions in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem. Every Israeli and every Palestinian deserves to live in peace and security. 
We call on all those who seek peace to ensure calm. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-terrorist-attack-in-
jerusalem  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Data collection gaps continue to hamper efforts to combat antisemitism 
… “Antisemitism continues to blight Europe today, affecting the everyday lives of Jews 
across the EU,” said FRA Director, Morten Kjaerum. “Despite the efforts made by many 
EU Member States over the years, targeted responses are still needed to seriously tackle 
this persistent problem, as this latest FRA report underlines. Policy makers and civil 
society must continue to work together to support the victims of antisemitism and 
effectively combat such hate crime.” 
This latest report, ‘Antisemitism: Summary overview of data available in the European 
Union 2003–2013’, points to large gaps in data collection on antisemitism in EU Member 
States. In addition, each Member State collects different types of data, preventing any 
meaningful comparison of the data collected. 
FRA’s survey of discrimination and hate crime against Jews in EU Member States, 
published in November 2013, revealed how 64% of those who experienced physical 
violence or threats of violence did not report the most serious incident to the police or to 
any other organisation. Yet, 66% of all respondents considered antisemitism to be a 
problem in their country. 
This latest report on antisemitic incidents – coupled with the survey findings – underline 
the need for policy and civil society actors at all levels to remain vigilant and pursue their 
efforts in combating the ongoing problem of antisemitism. This includes addressing the 
problem of under-reporting by victims and the accurate recording of such hate crimes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2014/data-collection-gaps-continue-hamper-efforts-combat-
antisemitism  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2035/
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Antisemitism - Summary overview of the situation in the EU 2003-2013 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2014_antisemitism-update-2003-2013_web.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Freedom of religion or belief must also be protected at the workplace – UN rights 
expert 
United Nations human rights expert Heiner Bielefeldt today told the UN General 
Assembly that freedom to manifest one’s religion or belief without discrimination should 
also be protected in the area of employment. He urged all Governments to take every 
appropriate measure to prevent and eliminate all forms of intolerance and discrimination 
based on religion or belief.   
“Any limitations of the right to manifest one’s religion or belief in the workplace, if deemed 
necessary, must always be specific and narrowly defined to comply with the international 
human rights standards, … Both public and private employment contracts can stipulate 
specific work-related obligations which may limit some manifestations of an employee’s 
religion or belief, … However, … they can never amount to a general waiver of this 
human right in the workplace.” … 
He also called on employers “to foster an atmosphere of trustful and respectful 
communication to allow employees, including members of religious or belief minorities, to 
express their problems and discuss their needs openly, as a preliminary to detecting 
concealed forms of intolerance and instances or patterns of indirect discrimination.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15203&LangID=E  
 
Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/A.69.261.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 
 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2014) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en  
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