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Home Affairs 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Conviction rate for hate crime at all-time high 
Almost 85% of hate crime prosecutions now result in a conviction, according to the CPS' 
7th Hate Crimes and Crimes against Older People Report, which has been published 
today. As the number of cases referred to the CPS has also increased, so have the 
proportion which are taken forward to court - indicating that stronger cases are being 
prepared (almost 80% of hate crime referrals (79.3%) from the police result in a decision 
to prosecute). 
A new action plan has also been published, aimed at building on these improvements 
and focusing on handling of disability hate crime cases where conviction rates have also 
increased but numbers of prosecutions have not risen as expected. … 
Alison Saunders, Director of Public Prosecutions said, "It is very reassuring to see that 
the hard work and effort we have undertaken to improve our performance on hate crime 
has seen such positive results. Not only has the volume of cases referred by the police 
increased generally, but the decision to prosecute and conviction rates have increased 
too. … Hate crimes can be particularly devastating to victims who have been targeted 
simply because of their race, their religion, their sexuality, gender, disability or age. 
These crimes display an ugly element of our society and one which it is very important 
that police and prosecutors feel empowered to tackle so they can bring offenders to 
justice." …  

 The number of hate crime convictions increased from 10,794 to 11,915 and the 
hate crime conviction rate also increased from 82.6% to 84.7% 

 This conviction rate has been on an upward trend over the past six years 

 Of the 11,818 racially aggravated cases prosecuted last year, 85.2% resulted in 
convictions and 75.9% of all convictions involved guilty pleas 

 In 2013-14, 550 cases involving religiously aggravated hostility were prosecuted 
and 84.2% resulted in a conviction 

 The proportion of homophobic and transphobic cases hate crime cases resulting 
in a guilty plea increased from 71.6% to 72.3% against a backdrop of an increase 
in the number of guilty pleas over the year from 785 to 819 

 There was an increase in the rate of decisions to charge for disability hate crime 
from 72.4% to 80% 

 Since 2008-09, the number of prosecutions for crimes against older people 
steadily increased from 1,004 to 2,922 … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/conviction_rate_for_hate_crime_at_all-
time_high/  

 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/disability_hate_crime_action_plan_2014.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/conviction_rate_for_hate_crime_at_all-time_high/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/conviction_rate_for_hate_crime_at_all-time_high/
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Hate crime and crimes against older people report 2013-2014 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2014.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Questions 

14.26  Mohammad Asghar: Minister, the British social attitudes survey recently revealed 
that the number of people in Wales admitting to being very prejudiced or a little 
prejudiced is 14% higher than it was in the year 2000. What action will the Minister take 
to reduce tension and suspicion between communities in Wales in the light of this result? 

Lesley Griffiths: It is very worrying to hear those figures that the Member has just 
mentioned. Last week was Hate Crime Awareness Week, and I was very 
encouraged as I did several visits around Wales. Each day we focused on a 
different protected characteristic, and it was very encouraging to hear of the work 
being done locally. I was in Wrexham on Saturday, where a great deal of work 
has gone on around community cohesion with particular communities in 
Wrexham. Earlier in the week, I visited a synagogue in Cardiff to hear what work 
the community was undertaking with the Jewish community. So, I think that a 
great deal of work is going on. We have a very good faith forum in Wales, which 
the First Minister chairs, and of which I am vice-chair. That forum also met last 
week, and it was very good to hear about the mutual respect and work undertaken 
by everyone on that faith forum. 

Mohammad Asghar: … Given that 15% of religious hate crime victims have attempted 
to conceal their religion to reduce the risk of further victimisation, will you join me in 
welcoming this move to encourage people to report incidents so that they can be dealt 
with properly in this part of the world? 

Lesley Griffiths:  Yes, absolutely. One of the purposes of Hate Crime Awareness 
Week is to ensure that we see a rise in the number of people reporting these 
incidents. When I came into portfolio last month, one of the very stark figures that 
I saw was that only 38 people had reported such crime. Clearly, that is just the tip 
of the iceberg, and what we want to see is more people reporting if they are 
victims of this dreadful behaviour. There is no place in Wales for it. 

 Mohammad Asghar: … The former Prime Minister, Tony Blair, said recently that 
teaching respect for other religions is needed to tackle the roots of extremism. Does the 
Minister agree with Mr Blair, and what recent discussions has she had with ministerial 
colleagues about introducing measures to tackle the threat of Muslim radicalisation in 
Wales? 

Lesley Griffiths: I have not had specific discussions about the Muslim faith. As I 
say, we have had Hate Crime Awareness Week last week, and I discussed that 
with ministerial colleagues. We had the faith forum on Monday, which the First 
Minister chaired, and we had very good discussions across all faiths about what 
we could do to raise awareness among the communities. I mentioned my visit last 
Thursday to a synagogue in Cyncoed in Cardiff. Alun Michael, the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for South Wales, and Sophie Howe, the deputy, came with 
me to that meeting, because I think that it is very important that the police hear 
what is going on in that community, although I have to say that the police were 
very well aware of many of the issues that members of the synagogue brought up 
during those discussions. 

To read the full Official Report see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2757&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
175549  
 
 
 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/cps_hate_crime_report_2014.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2757&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#175549
http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2757&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#175549
http://www.assemblywales.org/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=2757&assembly=4&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#175549
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Welsh Government 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 
http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/gen-ld9964%20-
%20human%20transplantation%20(wales)%20act%202013%20report%20laid%20before
%20the%20national%20assembly%20for%20wales/gen-ld9964-e.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

BBC: Middle East 
Matthew Offord [210621] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, 
what discussions he has had with the BBC Trust on its role in monitoring accusations of 
bias by the BBC in its reporting of events in Israel and the Occupied Territories. 

Edward Vaizey: No such discussions have taken place 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210621/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL2033] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the International Court 
of Justice has ruled on the claim by Turkey that Israel’s partial blockade of Gaza 
constitutes illegal collective punishment; and if so, in what terms. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The International Court of Justice has not ruled 
on the legality of Israel’s restrictions around Gaza. The British Government 
continues to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage that their restrictions are 
doing to the living standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza, and that supporting 
legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel’s long-term interests. We have also 
encouraged the Egyptian authorities to ease the movement of bona fide travellers 
through Rafah, and to consider expanding Rafah to goods transit in the medium 
term, which will help to ease humanitarian pressures. Easing Israeli and Egyptian 
restrictions would also go some way to alleviate the shortage of medicines and 
medical supplies, which are much needed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2033/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL2034] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are 
making to the government of Israel about the prison sentence given to Riyadh Mahmoud 
al-Raddad, a member of the Palestinian parliament. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are aware 
of this case. While we have not raised this specific case with the Israel authorities, 
we regularly raise our concerns over the treatment of Palestinian detainees in 
general with the Israeli authorities, including at Foreign Minister, Attorney General 
and National Security Adviser levels. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2034/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/gen-ld9964%20-%20human%20transplantation%20(wales)%20act%202013%20report%20laid%20before%20the%20national%20assembly%20for%20wales/gen-ld9964-e.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/gen-ld9964%20-%20human%20transplantation%20(wales)%20act%202013%20report%20laid%20before%20the%20national%20assembly%20for%20wales/gen-ld9964-e.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/gen-ld9964%20-%20human%20transplantation%20(wales)%20act%202013%20report%20laid%20before%20the%20national%20assembly%20for%20wales/gen-ld9964-e.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210621/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2033/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2033/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2034/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2034/
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United Nations 

'Immediate action' needed to support olive farmers in occupied Palestinian 
territory – UN 
Nearly half of all cultivated land in the occupied Palestinian Territories is planted with 
olive trees … “The annual olive harvest is a key economic, social and cultural event for 
Palestinians,” said UN Humanitarian Coordinator, James W. Rawley, during his visit. 
“Immediate action in support of olive farmers is required. This includes ensuring 
protection from attacks by settlers; accountability for settler violence; the lifting of 
restrictions on Palestinians' access to their agricultural land; and continued support to 
olive producing communities,” … 
Every year, communities with olive groves located between the barrier and the “Green 
Line”, and in the vicinity of Israeli settlements in the West Bank, face serious challenges 
in maintaining and harvesting their olive crops. This undermines livelihoods and 
increases dependency on aid. … 
From 2006 to the end of September 2014, the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs recorded over 2,300 settler-related incidents resulting in Palestinian 
casualties or property damage in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. From 2009 to 
the end of August 2014, nearly 50,000 fruit-bearing trees, mainly olives, were destroyed 
or damaged in such incidents. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49138#.VEkbv4uUeRM  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-calls-support-palestinian
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49138#.VEkbv4uUeRM
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
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Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 
 
** Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013: new regulations (closing date 15 January 2014) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ-donation/?lang=en  
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