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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Harassment 
Emily Thornberry [210501] To ask the Attorney General, on how many occasions the 
CPS has prosecuted cases of racially or religiously aggravated harassment in each of 
the last seven years. 

Robert Buckland: The records held by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
indicate the number of offences charged, in which a prosecution commenced at 
magistrates’ court under Section 32 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (racially 
or religiously aggravated harassment), rather than identifying the number of 
defendants prosecuted. It is often the case that an individual defendant is charged 
with more than one offence against the same victim. 
The table below shows, in each of the last seven years, the number of offences, 
charged by way of Section 32 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (racially or 
religiously aggravated harassment), and which reached a first hearing at 
magistrates’ courts, in England and Wales. 

 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 { 32 } 

2007-2008 556 

2008-2009 527 

2009-2010 494 

2010-2011 536 

2011-2012 379 

2012-2013 317 

2013-2014 335 

Data Source: CPS Management Information System 
There is no indication of the number of individual defendants prosecuted for these 
offences or the final outcome of the prosecution proceeding or if the charged 
offence was the substantive charge at the time of finalisation. 
The last five years have seen a year on year reduction in the overall number of 
cases referred to the CPS from the police, however the CPS do not hold data 
related to the number of police referrals of cases in which charges of racially or 
religiously aggravated harassment would be appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-14/210501/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-14/210501/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-14/210501/
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Business: Equality 
Nigel Dodds [210714] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
if he will take steps to ensure that a conscience clause is included within equality 
legislation affecting UK businesses. 

Jo Swinson: The Government is committed to ensuring that people are protected 
against discrimination because of religion or belief, and that they are able to 
exercise the right to hold and manifest their beliefs in a reasonable manner. We 
believe that the Equality Act 2010 strikes the right balance between the rights of 
people to manifest their religion or beliefs and the rights of others not to be 
discriminated against or harassed due to other protected characteristics, such as 
gender or sexual orientation, in areas such as employment and the provision of 
goods and services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210714/  
 
 

BBC 

Man jailed for anti-Semitic tweet to Luciana Berger MP 
A man with links to an extremist right-wing group has been jailed for four weeks for 
sending an anti-Semitic tweet to Liverpool MP Luciana Berger. 
At Liverpool Magistrates' Court, Garron Helm, 21, admitted sending an offensive, 
indecent or obscene message.  He was ordered to pay an £80 victim surcharge to the 
Labour MP after the judge upgraded the offence to one considered racially motivated. 
Ms Berger said the sentence "sent out a clear message … Hate crime is not tolerated in 
our country. "I hope this case serves as an encouragement to others to report hate crime 
whenever it rears its ugly head." … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-29695846  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Cyprus 
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass [HL2010] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of any relationship between their support for Palestinians’ 
right to self-determination and their position in respect of Turkish-Cypriots’ rights since 
1963, in the light of their status as a guarantor power under the 1960 Treaty of 
Guarantee. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have made no such assessment. The 
historical context for both is very different. The British Government’s long-standing 
position is that we support a negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure 
Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state, based on 1967 
borders with agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, 
and a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. 
On Cyprus, the Government remains committed to supporting the UN's efforts to 
achieve a settlement based on a bizonal, bicommunal federation with political 
equality as defined by the relevant Security Council resolutions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2010/ 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210714/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210714/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-29695846
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2010/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2010/
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Palestinians 
Lord Warner [HL2032] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider the 
marine territory relating to Gaza to be that agreed in the Oslo Accords or some lesser 
distance from the shoreline; and which country they consider to be the owner of mineral 
rights in such a marine territory. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Oslo Accords did not agree the marine 
territory relating to Gaza. They set out rules for maritime activities, by defining 
certain maritime activity zones and what could take place in them, including but 
not limited to setting the 20 nautical mile fishing limit. Off the coast of Gaza, 
Marine 1/Gaza Marine lies entirely within the control of the Palestinian Authority. 
Marine 2/Noa straddles the Gaza/Israeli maritime border and so has been split on 
that basis into two fields: Noa South (under the control of the Palestinian Authority) 
and Noa (under the control of Israel). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2032/ 

 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL1945] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what estimate they have 
made of the number of Palestinian civilians killed as a result of Israeli military action 
during the period of the most recent peace negotiations. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since the agreement of 26 August by all parties to 
a ceasefire in Gaza, four Palestinians have been killed by the Israel Defence 
Forces (IDF). On 23 September, the IDF killed two Palestinians in Hebron 
suspected of involvement in the kidnap and murder of three Israeli teenagers in 
June. On 10 September, a 22 year old Palestinian man was killed by the IDF in al-
Amari refugee camp. The IDF claimed he was about to throw an explosive device. 
The incident occurred as clashes broke out during an IDF arrest operation in the 
al-Amari camp. A 16 year old youth died on 7 September from wounds he 
received, allegedly from a rubber bullet fired by the Israeli police, during clashes 
with the police in Jerusalem on 31 August. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1945/ 
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge [HL1948] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the impact on any future two-state negotiations of Israel’s recent 
designation as state land of land at Gvaot outside Bethlehem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The British Government's assessment of Israel’s 
decision on 31 August to expropriate almost 990 acres of privately owned 
Palestinian land near Bethlehem, is that this presents an obstacle to peace and 
takes us further away from a two state solution at a time when negotiations to 
achieve this objective urgently need to be resumed. We have strongly urged the 
Government of Israel to reverse this decision. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1948/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1946] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assistance the 
European Union is providing to the Palestinian Authority to help to remove rubble in 
Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: The EU and its Member States pledged to provide 450 
million Euros in response to the Palestinian Authority’s National Reconstruction 
and Recovery Plan for Gaza, which includes clearance of rubble and Explosive 
Remnants of War. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1946/  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2032/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL2032/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1945/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1945/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1948/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1948/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1946/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1946/
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Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL1947] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
to ensure that where buildings are reconstructed in Gaza following Israeli military action 
they are better protected in the event of any future military action. 

Baroness Northover: At the Gaza Reconstruction Conference in Cairo last week, 
the UK committed £20 million to support the disposal of unexploded ordnance and 
rubble clearance and to provide longer-term assistance through the Palestinian 
Authority and UN agencies for recovery and reconstruction. This announcement is 
in addition to an existing funding of more than £17m in emergency assistance for 
those displaced by the conflict. Our support for the World Food Programme appeal 
has, for instance, enabled the provision of food vouchers to 300,000 people for 
one month. Strenuous efforts must be made to avoid a repetition of the conflict. 
We are working closely with international partners to break the cycle of violence 
through negotiation of a sustainable political settlement and the lifting of economic 
restrictions, which would allow peace, prosperity and security to follow. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1947/  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL1979] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress has been made 
since the ceasefire of 26 August towards securing full access to Gaza for medical, relief 
and reconstruction supplies; and whether all urgent medical cases now have access to 
treatment in Israel and Egypt. 

Baroness Northover: The World Health Organisation reports that access for 
medical and relief supplies remains similar to pre-conflict levels, and there has 
been no change in procedures for the transfer of urgent medical cases to Israel or 
Egypt. The UK continues to support the UN Access Coordination Unit to improve 
the movement of goods and people in and out of Gaza. We welcome the 
agreement between Israel, the PA and the UN on the mechanism for the import of 
construction materials, and stand ready to support its implementation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1979/  
 
 

United Nations 

‘Clock is ticking’ for Gaza; pledges for aid, reconstruction must be honoured – Ban 
… “Nothing could have prepared me for what I witnessed in Gaza. I saw mile after mile of 
wholesale destruction,” Mr. Ban recalled as he briefed the 15-member body on his first 
visit to Gaza since this past summer’s conflict. …  
… more than 100,000 residents of Gaza remain homeless with over 50,000 still sheltering 
in UN run school buildings. Many still lack access to the municipal water network. 
Blackouts of up to 18 hours per day are common. 
“The clock is ticking. $414 million is immediately needed for humanitarian relief, $1.2 
billion for early recovery needs and $2.4 billion for reconstruction efforts,” … 
He also called for a thorough investigation into incidents where UN facilities sustained hits 
and many innocent people were killed. An independent Board of Inquiry has been set up 
to look into the most serious of cases, as well as instances in which weaponry was found 
on UN premises. 
“Israelis also suffered during the conflict. I travelled to a kibbutz where I met the grieving 
family of a four-year-old child named Daniel who was killed by a Hamas rocket – another 
innocent victim of this mindless conflict,” said Mr. Ban.  He reiterated that firing rockets is 
unacceptable, because they have brought nothing but suffering. During his visit, the UN 
chief said he also visited a tunnel built by militants to launch attacks. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1947/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1947/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1979/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-06/HL1979/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8120
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“I fully understand the security threat to Israel from rockets above and tunnels below. At 
the same time, the scale of the destruction in Gaza has left deep questions about 
proportionality.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49131#.VEe2WIuUeRM  
 

UN agency ramps up for Gaza reconstruction push 
… the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East … is now 
focusing on providing food, water and sanitation services to over 40,000 displaced people 
in 18 of its installations, psycho-social support particularly for children, cash grants to the 
homeless for rent, as well as urgent repairs to 118 UNRWA installations, so that we can 
bring our services to full capacity. … 
UNRWA Commissioner General Pierre Krahenbuhl said that the enormity of the task 
ahead is becoming clear and the agency's increased pace of recovery and emergency 
work reflects this.  “Cairo saw important commitments made, which we welcome. On the 
ground we are confronted with high expectations by thousands of families in critical need. 
We therefore urge that pledges be rapidly transformed into actual contributions that will 
allow us to start the process of rebuilding,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49118#.VEe2p4uUeRM  

 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Committee considers report of Israel 
The Human Rights Committee today completed its consideration of the fourth periodic 
report of Israel on its implementation of the provisions of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights.  
Presenting the report, Eviator Manor, Permanent Representative of Israel to the United 
Nations Office at Geneva, said despite constant security challenges, Israel had taken 
significant steps in the implementation of the Covenant. He spoke about the Operation 
Protective Edge military campaign this summer which he said was forced upon Israel by 
Hamas who acted deliberately to inflame the situation. However, Israel remained 
committed to peace and was willing to make historic and painful compromises to realize 
the creation of a demilitarized Palestinian State living side-by-side with the Jewish State 
of Israel.  
Emi Palmor, Director-General, Ministry of Justice of Israel, highlighted significant 
developments in Israel’s ongoing efforts to protect and promote civil and political rights. 
Israel had a very open and dynamic society with a very active media and a court system 
ready to intervene to remedy wrongs, said Ms. Palmor, listing legislative advances and 
initiatives to advance the Arab population of Israel. … 
Committee Experts asked about the recent Operation Protective Edge, about the extra-
territorial application of the Covenant to Gaza and the West Bank and about the military 
blockade of Gaza. They asked about the settlement policy, the prohibition of torture, and 
reports of excessive use of force by authorities. It was reported that Israel gave first-class 
rights and benefits to Jewish Israeli citizens but treated others as second-class citizens, 
alleged Experts … 
Nigel Rodley, Chairperson of the Committee, said the Covenant was not a matter of auto-
interpretation by every State. Outstanding issues of concern included the settlements, 
punitive house demolitions, the defence of necessity for torture, the use of 15 days 
incommunicado detention and apparent attempts to reduce civil space. Nevertheless, 
Israel had made some positive steps … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15191&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49131#.VEe2WIuUeRM
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49118#.VEe2p4uUeRM
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15191&LangID=E
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
John Mann [210224] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many times he or Ministers in his Department have raised concerns about 
anti-Semitism with their counterparts in (a) France, (b) Germany, (c) Holland, (d) 
Belgium, (e) Poland, (f) Australia, (g) the US and (h) Ireland since 2010. 

David Lidington: We are concerned about all instances of anti-Semitism, and 
regularly raise this issue with a number of countries, including those referred to in 
the Honorable Member's question, though we do not hold a central record of 
every time we have done so. Our Embassies and High Commissions monitor 
cases of anti-Semitism and raise them with their host governments. We support 
the efforts of EU partners to tackle racism in all its forms. For instance, a number 
of Ministers, including the Home Secretary, strongly condemned the murders at 
the Jewish Museum in Brussels in May. 
Anti-Semitism (and particularly Holocaust denial and denigration) are regularly 
discussed during meetings of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA) in a dedicated Committee, and as a formal agenda item during the plenary 
meetings held twice a year. The UK Envoy for Post-Holocaust Issues, Sir Andrew 
Burns, leads an active UK delegation in these discussions. All the states to which 
your question refers are members of IHRA, with the exception of Australia. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office also works very closely with the UK 
Member of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), 
who provides expert advice on tackling anti-Semitism to the British Government 
and internationally. 
The British Government will be represented at a senior level at the tenth 
anniversary of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
Conference and Declaration on Anti-Semitism, being held in Berlin on 13 
November 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210224/  
 

Religious Freedom 
Nigel Dodds “210721] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he or officials of his Department have had with Rabbi David 
Saperstein in his capacity as US Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious 
Freedom. 

Hugo Swire: Rabbi David Saperstein has yet to be confirmed in his appointment 
by the US Senate as US Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious 
Freedom. As such we have had no official meetings with him, although FCO staff 
have met him previously as a representative of the Reform Jewish Movement to 
Congress and the US Administration, and as the Director of the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210721/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Turkey 
Lord Patten [HL1997] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by   Baroness   Anelay  of  St   Johns  on  26  September   (HL1788),  whether  it  is  their  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210224/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-13/210224/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210721/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-10-15/210721/
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assessment that the freedom of worship of British Christian and Jewish visitors to Turkey 
is unfettered and exists in all regions of the country. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: It is our assessment that British Christians and 
Jewish visitors do have the freedom to worship there. The EU’s Annual Progress 
Report on Turkey (October 2014) stated that freedom of worship continued to be 
generally respected. It also highlighted that more work needed to be done on all 
fundamental freedoms to ensure that people can exercise these rights 
unhindered. The UK, together with its EU partners, will continue to encourage 
Turkey to make progress on these issues. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL1997/  
 

The answer referred to above was given on 15, not 26 September, and can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-09-01/HL1788/ 
 

The answer to which that refers can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-28/HL1600/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL1997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-10-13/HL1997/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-09-01/HL1788/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-09-01/HL1788/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-28/HL1600/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2014-07-28/HL1600/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
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Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 

TOP 
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