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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations: Religion 
Hilary Benn: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, 
pursuant to his contribution of 8 September 2014, Official Report, column 649, which 
groups funded by his Department are working in (a) mosques, (b) churches and (c) 
synagogues. [209056] 

Stephen Williams: This Department does not fund any single-faith groups. Our 
approach is to fund projects that bring people of different faiths and backgrounds 
together, a policy we feel that helps integrate people better and build stronger 
communities. 
Examples of our integration projects include Near Neighbours and Together in 
Service. These two programmes work with both places of worship and secular 
venues to encourage interfaith collaboration. Near Neighbours is designed to 
bring people together in religiously and ethnically diverse communities, by helping 
to create multi-faith events that encourage social interaction; whilst Together in 
Service celebrates social action projects based around each of the faith 
communities’ religious festivals or volunteering days, designed to inspire new 
work around multi-faith volunteering projects. 
Not all projects under the Near Neighbours programme work from or with a place 
of worship. However, there are examples that do. Phase one witnessed funding 
being used to establish a local Jewish-Christian Forum in Stamford Hill, London; 
whilst under Phase 2, following an arson attack by the English Defence League 
on their centre, the Somali Bravanese Welfare Association in London was 
welcomed by a local synagogue to celebrate Eid together. 400 people gathered to 
celebrate. 
Again, with Together in Service, not all projects work from or with a place of 
worship. However, there are examples that do. Under the Department’s Together 
in Service programme, St Paul’s Church in Birmingham is tackling community 
cohesion and integration through advice and support for various faith groups, 
whilst Trinity at Bowes Methodist Church and Community Centre aims to build 
better connections between different faith communities in their local area through 
a series of activities in order to prevent people becoming isolated. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-10/209056  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Ian Lucas [208639] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the security threat to Israel from Hamas. 

Tobias Ellwood: We have not undertaken a formal assessment of the security 
threat to Israel from Hamas. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208639/  
 

Israel 
Stephen Timms [208980] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of compliance by Israel with the human rights 
provisions of the EU-Israel Agreement; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: The EU actively on promotes respect for human rights in Israel. 
Where there are concerns, these are raised at all levels through regular diplomatic 
engagement, and public statements, including the conclusions of numerous 
Foreign Affairs Councils.The EU is currently working with Israel on preparations 
for a further meeting of the EU-Israel informal working group on human rights. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-10/208980/  
 

Middle East 
Jim Cunningham [206376] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what information his Department holds on the number of (a) 
Israelis and (b) Israeli children who have been killed as a result of Israeli military action in 
the last 10 years. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office holds no information 
centrally on the number of Israelis or Israeli children killed by Israeli military action 
in the last 10 years. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-07-16/206376/  
 

Israel 
Andrew Smith [208650] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations his Department has made to the government of 
Israel on implementation of the findings of the Turkel Commission. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue regularly to ask Israel to build on its progress 
towards implementation of the second report of the Turkel Commission and fully 
adopt its recommendations. Most recently, an official from our Embassy in Tel 
Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Military Advocate General on 9 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208650/  
 

Middle East 
Andrew Smith [208656] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what contribution his Department made to the Egyptian-mediated negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestinians on achieving a sustainable ceasefire. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government has worked hard with our international 
partners to help bring about a sustainable ceasefire – and we warmly welcome 
the agreement reached in Cairo for a ceasefire. We pay tribute to the Government 
of Egypt for their work in  securing this important step  and we continue to monitor  
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the situation closely. 
The ceasefire provides the space for reaching a comprehensive agreement that 
tackles the underlying causes of the conflict. We are urging the parties to now 
quickly resume negotiations to that end. 
The UK will do all it can in the UN to support efforts to create a ceasefire which is 
sustainable and durable. We are currently working on a UNSCR in New York to 
that end. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208656/  
 

Middle East 
Andrew Smith [208649] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the role of international observers in 
monitoring ceasefire arrangements in Gaza and protecting the security of Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

Tobias Ellwood: We welcome the announcement on Tuesday 26 August of 
agreement by all parties to a ceasefire, and pay tribute to the Government of 
Egypt for their work to secure this important step. 
It is now vital that the parties engage in negotiations to reach a sustainable and 
durable agreement which tackles the underlying causes of the conflict. It is only 
this which will put a stop to the cycle of violence. We are clear that there should 
be international monitoring and verification to ensure implementation of a 
comprehensive agreement. 
The UK, France and Germany have worked closely on elements for a Security 
Council Resolution. Discussions continue in New York to take this work forward. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208649/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208659] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what support the Government is giving to the efforts of the Palestinian National 
Unity Government to reconnect Gaza and the West Bank. 

Tobias Ellwood: We welcomed the announcement on the formation of a new 
interim technocratic government for the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Reuniting Gaza and the West Bank under a government committed to peace is a 
necessary condition for resolving the Israel-Palestinian conflict. 
The UK Government fully supports the Palestinian Authority’s efforts to regain 
control of Gaza and restore effective and accountable governance. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208659/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208648] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent steps the Government has taken to help to end the blockade of 
Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK is working closely with the US, European and regional 
partners on Gaza to support Egyptian efforts to secure a negotiated settlement 
that includes the opening up of legitimate movement and access in and out of 
Gaza. The United Nations Security Council has an important role to play in 
supporting Egyptian efforts. That is why the UK, France and Germany have 
worked closely on elements for a Security Council Resolution. Discussions 
continue in New York to take this work forward. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208648/ 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208656/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208656/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208649/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208649/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208659/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208659/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208648/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208648/


 4 

 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208640] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on the entry to 
Gaza of construction materials. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised the issue of Gaza with the Israeli Justice Minister, the 
Intelligence Minister and the Deputy Foreign Minister on 6 October during my visit 
to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories from 6-8 October. Our 
Ambassador to Tel Aviv has also raised this issue with senior officials in the Israeli 
Prime Minister’s Office and National Security Council on 7 and 8 Sept. 
Israeli restrictions on the movements of goods and people do tremendous damage 
to the economy and living standards of ordinary people in Gaza and only serve to 
strengthen, not weaken, Hamas. 
UK Ministers and senior officials have consistently urged Israel to further ease its 
restrictions on Gaza. An improved economy is not only essential to ease the 
suffering of the people, including the children, of Gaza, but firmly in Israel’s 
security interests. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208640/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208662] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Israeli government on an end to 
the blockade of Gaza. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised the issue of Gaza with the Israeli Justice Minister, the 
Intelligence Minister and the Deputy Foreign Minister on 6 October during my visit 
to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories from 6-8 October. Our 
Ambassador to Tel Aviv has also raised this issue with senior officials in the Israeli 
Prime Minister’s Office and National Security Council on 7 and 8 Sept. 
Israeli restrictions on the movements of goods and people do tremendous damage 
to the economy and living standards of ordinary people in Gaza and only serve to 
strengthen, not weaken, Hamas. 
UK Ministers and senior officials have consistently urged Israel to further ease its 
restrictions on Gaza. An improved economy is not only essential to ease the 
suffering of the people, including the children, of Gaza, but firmly in Israel’s 
security interests 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208662/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208660] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what the increase in UK aid to Gaza (a) directly and (b) through contributions to UK non-
governmental organisations and to international organisations has been since the start of 
Operation Protective Edge. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK is one of the biggest donors to the Gaza crisis, 
providing more than £17 million of emergency assistance. All of our support is 
being channelled through UN agencies, international organisations and UK non-
governmental organisations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208660/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208653] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what projects funded by her Department in Gaza have been (a) damaged and (b) 
destroyed as a result of Israeli military action during Operation Protective Edge. 

Desmond Swayne:  Initial  reports from the UN Relief and Works Agency indicate  
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that four schools built using DFID funding sustained damage during the conflict. 
The office of one of our implementing partners was also damaged. Assessments 
are continuing to establish the extent and the exact cause of the damage. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208653/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208655] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assessment she has made of the importance to a sustainable economy in Gaza of 
the re-opening of (a) Gaza airport and (b) the sea-port. 

Desmond Swayne: An airport or seaport could help to facilitate trade but the 
extent of their importance would depend on the lifting of restrictions on exports 
and transfers to Gaza’s natural markets of Israel and the West Bank. We have 
consistently called on the Government of Israel to improve movement and access 
into and out of Gaza, and will continue to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208655/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208654] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what contribution her Department will offer at the donors' conference on the 
reconstruction of Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: The UK pledged to contribute £20 million. We are clear, 
however, that reconstruction in Gaza will require a durable ceasefire, an agreed 
approach on security, predictable and sustained access for people and goods in 
and out of Gaza, and good governance arrangements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208654/  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith [208661] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what representations she has made to the Israeli government on reparations for the 
damage caused by Operation Protective Edge to UN and civilian facilities in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: DFID, along with key partner agencies like UNRWA, is still 
assessing the level of damage to facilities in Gaza. The current priority is to 
ensure there is progress in the talks in Cairo. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-09/208661/  
 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham [208468] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
if she will make representations to her counterpart in the Israeli government to allow 
building materials to enter Gaza for the rebuilding of homes; and if she will make funding 
available towards the rebuilding of homes in Gaza. 

Desmond Swayne: We welcome the mechanism agreed by Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority and the UN to facilitate the import of construction materials. This is an 
important first step. Reconstruction will require a durable ceasefire, an agreed 
approach on security, predictable and sustained access for people and goods into 
and out of Gaza, and good governance arrangements. Only then will donors have 
the assurances they need to be able to support the reconstruction effort. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2014-09-08/208468/  
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United Nations 

In war-ravaged Gaza, Ban urges ministers of new government to unite on “building 
one Palestine” 
Two days after donors pledged $5.4 billion in aid for Gaza reconstruction, Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon visited the war-ravaged enclave, where he viewed destruction 
wrought by the most recent conflict that was “beyond description”, and also met with the 
ministers of the National Consensus Government calling on them to focus all efforts on 
“building one Palestine.” 
“We stand by you. The international community supports your government’s efforts to 
assume the security and governance responsibilities in Gaza,” the UN Chief said 
in remarks following his meeting with the top officials of the government including its 
Deputy Prime Minister Ziad Abu. 
Mr. Ban said that while he was deeply moved by the destruction he had seen in Gaza, 
there are signs of hope. The Government of National Consensus has brought together 
Palestinian factions that have “too long” been divided. And the agreement between 
Israel, the United Nations and the Palestine government has facilitated the arrival today 
of the first truck bringing in cement and other construction material. … 
He also talked about his visit today to the Jabalia school and meeting the children of 
Gaza, saying that being born in Gaza should not be a crime. … 
“The mindless pattern of blockade, rockets and destruction must stop. I repeat here in 
Gaza: the rockets fired by Hamas and other armed groups must end,” said Mr. Ban. … 
Speaking later to the press, the Secretary-General said that he had been “shocked and 
alarmed by the underground tunnels which have been used for penetration for terrorist 
purposes.” 
“I have been particularly condemning these rocket attacks by Hamas from the air and 
also attacks through leftover tunnels, underground tunnels. This is unacceptable,” the UN 
chief declared, reiterating that rocket attacks killing the civilian population is not 
acceptable and should be condemned. “Nobody should live under constant threat or fear 
by these rockets and the penetrating alarming underground tunnels.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49074#.VD5pGNSUeRM  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2399
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=2400
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3685
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49074#.VD5pGNSUeRM
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx


 7 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Statutory register of consultant lobbyists (closing date 17 October 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/14090
9_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
 
 Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 
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