
 1 

 

14 October 2014 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Islamic Extremism on the Internet 
Michael Fabricant: What steps [the Home Secretary] is taking to tackle Islamic 
extremism on the internet; and if she will make a statement. [905436] 

The Minister for Security and Immigration (James Brokenshire): The Home 
Office works with the internet industry and police to restrict access to terrorist and 
extremist material. Since 2013, over 32,000 pieces of unlawful terrorist-related 
content have been removed from the internet. We are also working with industry 
to build the capacity and skills of civil society groups to counter online extremism. 

Michael Fabricant: My hon. Friend will know that the servers that provide this 
information and encourage people to become jihadist extremists originate abroad, often 
in countries over which we have no control, so could he explain in a little more detail 
precisely how we can stop those servers producing such websites? 

James Brokenshire: My hon. Friend makes an important point. The counter-
terrorism internet referral unit, which is at the heart of our response in taking down 
these unlawful websites, is working with the providers that are obviously hosting 
this material, and there are successes in taking them down. But he highlights the 
need for more to be done. That is what we are doing through discussions with the 
internet service providers and other EU partners as well, which is what I was in 
Luxembourg to do last week. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/14101
3-0001.htm#1410135000001  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Palestine and Israel 
includes: 
col 61  Grahame Morris: I beg to move, That this House believes that the Government 
should recognise the state of Palestine alongside the state of Israel. … 
I am firmly of the opinion that the day will come when the two-state solution, which I 
believe is supported by all parties on both sides of the House, will collapse and Israel will 
face a South African-style struggle for equal voting rights. As soon as that happens, the 
state of Israel is finished. Hon. Members might think that that is controversial, but they 
are not really my words but those of the then Israeli Prime Minister in 2007. … 
I was hugely disappointed by our decision to abstain on the issue at the UN General 
Assembly. We should regret that decision. … 
I was proud when my party opposed the Government's decision and said that the British 
Government should be willing to support the recognition of Palestinian statehood. I am 
proud, too, that Labour is supporting today's call to recognise Palestine. …  
Let us make no mistake about this: to make our recognition of Palestine dependent on 
Israel’s agreement would be to grant Israel a veto over Palestinian self-determination. … 
Recognition is not an Israeli bargaining chip; it is a Palestinian right. … 
The right to statehood has already been accepted by the Government, who have said 
that they reserve “the right to recognise a Palestinian state bilaterally at the moment of 
our choosing and when it can best help bring about peace”. If they do not do so urgently, 
I contend, and many informed commentators would agree with me, that any hope of a 
two-state solution, the only viable solution, will disappear altogether. Instead, Israel will 
continue its crusade towards the morally repugnant and politically untenable one-state 
solution that, in truth, could be maintained only through even greater brutality and 
effectively through apartheid rule—a fate so bleak that any true friend of Israel would 
oppose it. … 

 

col 65  Malcolm Rifkind: … I also share the frustration of the hon. Gentleman and that of 
many other hon. Members about the impasse, which has causes on both sides of the 
dispute. I believe that the Israelis are totally unjustified in their settlement policy. But I 
must also say that the way in which the Israelis, having withdrawn from Gaza, have been 
subject to an ongoing attack by Hamas from within Gaza has clearly had a massive 
influence on Israeli public opinion. … 
the most important question is what practical benefit agreeing this motion would have. It 
might make us feel good and it might make us act in a similar way to a number of other 
countries around the world, but recognising a state should happen only when the territory 
in question has the basic requirements for a state. Through no fault of the Palestinians, 
that is not true at the moment. … 
It seems to me that the motion is premature. … We do not have a Palestinian 
Government; there are actually two Governments. Palestine is split, not because of the 
Israelis but because of the conflict between Hamas and Fatah. Not only are the 
boundaries of the Palestinian state not known but there is no Palestinian Government 
with any control over foreign policy or defence policy or who have an army with which to 
protect the territory of that state. That is not a criticism; it is simply a factual description of 
what would normally be a precondition. The United Kingdom did not recognise the state 
of Israel until 1950. It was only after what the Israelis call their war of independence that 
the Israelis demonstrated that they had created a state not simply through a declaration 
but through having the fundamental requirements. … 

 

col 67  Richard Burden: … For Israelis, the right of recognition and to self-determination 
are not the subject of negotiation but something they have demanded as a right and that 
they were given as a right more than 65 years ago. … 
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it is more than 20 years since the Palestine Liberation Organisation, acting on behalf of 
the Palestinian people as a whole, recognised the state of Israel. Yet, despite that … 
How many times have I heard Israeli Ministers … ask “How can you talk with people who 
do not recognise your right to exist?” … Recognition for Palestinians cannot be a matter 
of privilege; it, too, must be a matter of right. …  

 

col 69  Richard Ottaway: … It was inevitable right since the time of the holocaust that 
Israel clearly had to be a state in its own right, and Attlee accepted the inevitable and 
relinquished the British mandate. In November 1947, the United Nations supported the 
partition resolution. What was on the table then was a settlement that the Arabs would 
die for today. In May 1948, Israel became an independent state and came under attack 
from all sides within hours. In truth, it has been fighting for its existence ever since. …  
I was a friend of Israel long before I became a Tory. … 
In the six-day war, I became personally involved. …In the aftermath of that war, which, 
clearly, the Israelis won, the Arab states refused peace, recognition or negotiation. 
Six years later, in the Yom Kippur war in 1973, the same situation happened again. … 
Throughout all this, I have stood by Israel through thick and thin … But I realise now, in 
truth, looking back over the past 20 years, that Israel has been slowly drifting away from 
world public opinion. The annexation of the 950 acres of the west bank just a few months 
ago has outraged me more than anything else in my political life … 
I am delighted by yesterday’s reconstruction package for Gaza, but with a country that is 
fractured with internal rivalries, that shows such naked hostility to its neighbour, that 
attacks Israel by firing thousands of rockets indiscriminately, that risks the lives of its 
citizens through its strategic placing of weapons and that uses the little building material 
that it is allowed to bring in to build tunnels, rather than homes, I am not yet convinced 
that it is fit to be a state and should be recognised only when there is a peace 
agreement. Under normal circumstances, I would oppose the motion tonight; but such is 
my anger over Israel’s behaviour in recent months that I will not oppose the motion. … 

 

col 70  Louise Ellman: … The tragic clash between Jewish and Palestinian nationalism 
can only be resolved with the creation of a Palestinian state with agreed and secure 
borders, with international backing and support, alongside the state of Israel, and the 
only way to bring that about in a lasting and peaceful way, to the benefit of both peoples, 
is through direct negotiations, where agreements are made, assurances are given and 
where there is full security and long-term peace. …  
… the peace treaty that was signed with Egypt in 1979 has stood the test of time, despite 
drastic changes in regime and Governments. In contrast, Israel’s unilateral withdrawal of 
settlers and soldiers from Gaza in 2005 has not resulted in peace. It has led to the 
terrorist organisation, Hamas, violently overthrowing Fatah, launching its barrage of 
rockets and now directing the terror tunnels at the civilians of Israel. …  

 

col 73  Jack Straw: … I beg to move amendment (b), at the end of the Question to add, 
‘, as a contribution to securing a negotiated two state solution.’ … 
[The amendment] is based on the belief that the recognition of the state of Palestine 
alongside the state of Israel will add to the pressure for a negotiated two-state solution, 
and may help to bring that prospect a little closer to fruition. …  
… the Israelis intemperate reaction to the very prospect of the House passing this 
resolution is proof that it will make a difference. … What the House will be doing this 
evening will be to add to the pressure on the Government of Israel. That is why they are 
so worried about this resolution passing. Were it just a gesture, as … Malcolm Rifkind 
implied, they would not be bothered at all. They are very worried indeed because they 
know that it will have an effect. …  
Israel … fails to meet its clear international legal obligations as an occupying power. … it 
has compounded that failure by a deliberate decision to annex Palestinian land and to 
build Israeli settlements on that land. … The Israeli Government will go on doing this as 
long as they pay no price for their obduracy. …  

 

col 75  James Clappison: …  although  Israel  has  not  done  everything  always  that  it  
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possibly could to bring about a solution, there have been repeated occasions in history, 
in the 1930s and the 1940s, and more recently, when it has been Israel that has agreed 
to a solution of all the outstanding issues, and it has not found the hand coming from the 
other side. That is historical fact. …  
Although the Palestinian Authority has acted in good faith, and although President Abbas 
has been statesmanlike in many ways, I am afraid that the Palestinian Authority took a 
backward step when they entered into a unity deal with Hamas in April this year. It would 
have been fine if Hamas had shown any inkling that it was moving towards a peaceful 
solution, but it has not. …  

 

col 77  Gerald Kaufman: … There are 6 million Israeli Jews. There are 1,600,000 
Palestinians in Israel, 2,700,000 on the west bank and 1,800,000 in Gaza. The 
Palestinians now outnumber the Israeli Jews, and that is without taking into account the 5 
million Palestinians in refugee camps and in the diaspora. The big difference, of course, 
is that the Israelis have a secure state and the Palestinians live under oppression day 
after day. … 
The Israelis are harming the Palestinians day after day. … 
That is why it is essential to pass this motion, because it would be a game changer. The 
recognition of Palestine by the British House of Commons would affect the international 
situation. … I call on right hon. and hon. Members on both sides of the House to give the 
Palestinians their rights and show the Israelis that they cannot suppress another people 
all the time. It is not Jewish for the Israelis to do that. They are harming the image of 
Judaism, and terrible outbreaks of anti-Semitism are taking place. I want to see an end to 
anti-Semitism, and I want to see a Palestinian state. …  

 

col 78  Nicholas Soames: … the terms of the Balfour declaration are clearly not upheld 
with respect to the Palestinians, and in Britain that should weigh very heavily upon us 
indeed. …  
What entitles the United Kingdom to withhold a recognition that is the birthright—the long 
overdue birthright—of each and every Palestinian child? It would be shameful not to take 
the step of recognition now, when it would make a real difference. … 

 

col 79  Mike Wood: … The situation is far worse than that in apartheid South Africa … 
The white junta in South Africa accepted that somewhere in the country—preferably not 
near them —there would be land for black people. … There is no place in Israel and 
Palestine for the Palestinians. We have to face squarely what that means and so do the 
Israelis. …  
We will be voting tonight for the recognition of a Palestinian state. That is not just about 
recognising the inalienable right of Palestinians to freedom and self-determination but 
about Israel’s need to be saved from itself. … 

 

col 80  David Ward: … That sense of insecurity—felt by many Jews, I suppose, 
throughout the centuries—has occurred as they suffered persecution throughout eastern 
and western Europe, and beyond. … the need for a place to be safe somewhere was so 
important because of the failure to find safety from persecution in many other places. All 
that is perfectly understandable, but what I do not understand is why the Palestinians 
should have had to pay such a terrible price for the creation of the state of Israel … or 
why the Israelis believed that the brutal expulsion and continued suppression of the 
Palestinians would ever lead to the sense of security that they seek. …  
Much is made of the failure of Hamas to recognise Israel, and we know about that, but let 
us imagine the sense of despair that ordinary Palestinians must feel at the failure of the 
international community to recognise their right to exist. My tweet on the firing of rockets 
out of Gaza and the previous comments by Baroness Tonge were never, of course, 
condoning terrorist acts by Palestinians; they were simply our recognition of the despair 
and sense of hopelessness that leads to terrorism. …  

 

col 82  Anas Sarwar: … Statehood obliges the Palestinian Government to respect, 
protect and fulfil human rights for their people. It requires Palestinian forces to abide by 
international rules on  armed conflict, and it requires the Palestinian people to accept and  
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learn to co-exist with all their neighbours. The recognition of a state is not an 
endorsement of any political party or any group within Gaza or the west bank—far from it. 
… Our best chance of seeing a rejection of violence and militant forces is by rekindling 
hope so that people can stop hearing the word peace and start living its true meaning. …  

 

col 83  Matthew Offord: … The proposal for this House to recognise Palestinian 
statehood is not only premature, but misguided. An affirmative vote tonight would be 
nothing more than a propaganda victory for those who wish to bypass the mediation of 
the peace process in favour of international institutions such as the United Nations where 
the Palestinian Authority enjoy an automatic majority. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/14101
3-0002.htm#14101322000001 
 

Matthew Offord: … The recognition of Palestine would produce significant setbacks for 
the existing peace process and is bound to elicit a retrenchment in the position of Israel 
when it has previously agreed statements that have produced land swaps for peace. 
Most infamously, that occurred in 2005 when Israel undertook the unilateral move to 
withdraw from Gaza. Members all know what has happened since: more than 11,000 
rockets have been fired from the Gaza strip into Israel by terrorists. …  

 

col 88  Hugh Robertson: … I fear that we need in practice to look again at our own 
policy. … I know that the Minister is bound to say that the British policy is to support a 
two-state solution … based on the 1967 boundaries, with agreed land swaps. However, 
… we have to recognise that the international community lacks the will to bulldoze £1 
million houses built illegally in settlements. We will have to form a new border, probably 
based on the wall, and then deal with the settlements beyond it if we are to make any 
progress. 
I firmly believe that the principle of a Palestinian state is right and fair. I am delighted to 
be a signatory to the former Foreign Secretary’s amendment to that effect. However, I 
feel that declaring it unilaterally at this time could well be the catalyst for a further period 
of instability. …  

 

col 90  Ian Paisley: … we must not pour fuel on already burning flames. To recognise 
the state of Palestine at this time, when significant and strong elements in the Palestinian 
negotiating process do not even recognise Israel and would not allow that state to exist, 
would be to make an already difficult situation worse. … 

 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(Tobias Ellwood): … I will start by addressing the terrible situation in Gaza, which I 
visited last week. I was profoundly shocked and saddened at the suffering of ordinary 
Gazans. More than 100,000 people have been made homeless by the conflict, and 
450,000 people—about a third of the population—have no access to water. Yesterday, I 
attended the Gaza reconstruction conference … It was clear that the international 
community stands ready to support the rebuilding of Gaza. I am pleased to say that the 
UK pledged £20 million to kick-start the recovery … 
Let me be clear: we do not want to see a return to the status quo. … The UN estimates 
that it could take 18 years to rebuild Gaza without major change. It says that Gaza could 
become unliveable by 2020. If the underlying causes are not addressed, it risks 
becoming an incubator for extremism in the region. At the same time, Israel has faced an 
unacceptable barrage of rockets from Hamas and other militant groups. … 
Israel lives in a tough neighbourhood and faces multiple security challenges. The British 
Government are staunch supporters of Israel’s right to defence. Israel is a friend and we 
are proud to be pursuing a strong, bilateral relationship, from trade to our commitment to 
growth in high-tech start-ups. However, Israel’s settlement building makes it hard for its 
friends to make the case that Israel is committed to peace. …  
We commend the leadership of President Abbas and Prime Minister Hamdallah … and 
their commitment to security co-operation and institutional reform. Despite that 
commitment,  however,  and the support of donors such as the UK,  the aspirations of the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0002.htm#14101322000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0002.htm#14101322000001
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Palestinian people cannot be fully realised until there is an end to the occupation … and 
we believe that that will come only through negotiations. …  
To put an end to the destructive status quo there must be swift progress towards a 
durable ceasefire that addresses Israel’s security concerns and lifts the restrictions on 
Gaza. … The UK will recognise a Palestinian state at a time most helpful to the peace 
process, because a negotiated end to the occupation is the most effective way for 
Palestinian aspirations of statehood to be met on the ground. …  

 

col 95  Ian Lucas: … [Labour] have made it very clear that we will always work with 
partners multilaterally to advance the two-state solution agenda. We fully support two 
states living side by side in peace, recognised by all their neighbours. We are clear that 
Palestinian statehood is not a gift to be given, but a right to be recognised. …  
… after decades of diplomatic failure, there are those on all sides who today question 
whether we can actually achieve peace. This is why Labour believes that, amid the 
despair today, we need to take a dramatic step. … The Labour party supported 
Palestinian recognition at the UN and we support the principle of recognition today, 
because we believe it will strengthen the moderate voices among the Palestinians who 
want to pursue the path of politics, not the path of violence. … 

 

col 97  Louise Ellman: Does [Mike Hancock] accept that the reason for that dreadful 
bombing is Hamas’s launching of rockets on Israeli civilians and the building of terror 
tunnels? 

 

Mike Hancock: I do not believe for one minute that the Israelis’ attitude and the sort of 
punishment they dished out was in any way the right thing for them to do …  
The people of Palestine have waited 65 years to get the justice they deserved. We did 
not listen then: when we could have given a two-state solution in ’48, we chose not to do 
it. People made that biggest mistake. 

 

col 98  Julian Lewis: I am sorry to correct the hon. Gentleman on an historical point, but 
my understanding is that the UN did vote for a two-state solution and five Arab armies 
then invaded Israeli territory, so it is not quite as he suggests …  

 

col 99  Peter Lilley: … What effect would recognition have? … it would have very little 
impact indeed. … 134 countries have recognised Palestine and it has had no discernible 
effect on either advancing or hindering the peace process. … it is absurd to imagine that 
the people who are prepared to fire rockets at civilian areas from Palestine, or the people 
in Israel who are prepared to incur international odium by the brutal way in which they 
respond, will be moved one way or the other by what we in this House say today. …  

 

col 101  Ian Mearns: … In contrast to the other 134 countries that have recognised 
Palestine, our recognition would be quite different because we were the protectorate. We 
were the power that held the mandate of protection over the area of Palestine that 
subsequently became Israel and Palestine. …  

 

Andy McDonald: … We are all agreed that the actions of Hamas in launching missile 
attacks were abhorrent, but what hope are we offering to the Palestinian people? Let us 
imagine some coastal area of our own land being blockaded and starved, with bulldozers 
rolling in and destroying the properties and farms of innocent people. What would we 
expect those people to do? Simply lie down and accept such brutality? No; any people in 
those circumstances would fight with whatever they could lay their hands on to protect 
themselves and fight back. … the death of an Israeli soldier or civilian is a tragedy every 
time it happens, but dropping bombs on innocent people in Gaza, killing thousands and 
annexing more and more land is not the answer; nor is it in any way justified. …  

 

col 104  Andy Slaughter: … the British people have been on the same sort of the 
journey as … Richard Ottaway described—it is certainly true of the Labour movement—
from being very sympathetic to Israel as a country that was trying to achieve democracy 
and was embattled, to seeing it now as a bully and a regional superpower. … since the 
triumph of military Zionism and the Likud-run Governments we have seen a new 
barbarism in that country. …  
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The motion is a positive step, but my constituents wish to see more. They would like us to 
stop supplying arms to the Israelis when those arms are being used for the occupation 
and to kill people in Gaza. They would like us to stop importing goods from illegal 
settlements—illegal under international law. …  

 

col 105  Robert Halfon: … It is always ambiguous to talk about a Palestinian 
Government when the Palestinians do not form a unanimous body. This summer, we 
witnessed the terrible war between Israel and one of the manifestations of so-called 
Palestinian power, Hamas. The explicit aim of that terrorist organisation, as stated in its 
own manifesto, is to eradicate Israel from the map and to fight Jews—a racist goal if ever 
there was one. The only difference between Hamas and ISIS is one of degree. …  
I agree that there should be a Palestinian state. In fact, not many realise that there is 
already a Palestinian state called Jordan. It was created by the British in 1921 and was 
originally called Transjordan. After the 1948-49 war against the newly created state of 
Israel, the Jordanian monarch, Abdullah, even called himself the King of Jordan and 
Palestine, as his country controlled the west bank. 
The vast majority of Arabs currently in Jordan are in fact Palestinians ruled by a monarch 
from the Hashemite minority. Before the 1967 six-day war when Israel defeated the Arab 
invasion and took control of the west bank and Gaza, which had been under the arm of 
Egypt, there had never been demands from Palestinians in the disputed territories for a 
second Palestinian state, as they were under Jordanian rule. 
… today’s motion to recognise a second Palestinian state …  overlooks the fact that the 
Palestinians in the west bank and the Palestinians in Gaza are ruled by entirely different 
entities—the more moderate Fatah and the terrorist organisation Hamas. If we are not 
careful, we could end up with three Palestinian states …  
We have heard a lot of criticism of the state of Israel today, but where is the same 
outrage about the massacre of thousands of Palestinians in the Syrian city of Yarmouk at 
the hands of Assad’s regime? … 
Julie Elliott said that only a few Israelis were killed whereas more than 1,000 Palestinians 
were killed, but if the Israelis had not had an Iron Dome system, hundreds of thousands 
of Israelis would have been killed by the hundreds of missiles that Hamas fired into the 
state of Israel. Should we not condemn Hamas for firing the 11,000 rockets, using 
Palestinians, their own citizens, as human shields, and wasting millions of dollars of 
humanitarian aid to build tunnels from Gaza into Israel to send terrorists and suicide 
bombers across the border? …  

 

col 108  Sarah Champion: … There are some parallels with the recent referendum in 
Scotland. On polling day, we did not ask the people of England, Wales or Northern 
Ireland whether they wish Scotland to stay. We accepted that it was the right of the 
Scottish people to decide. The same principle should be applied to Palestine. This is not 
an issue for the Israelis to decide, even if they want to. It is not an issue for negotiations. 
It is an issue for the Palestinian people and the Palestinian people alone. …  

 

col 109  Bob Stewart: … if Hamas was to renounce violence and stop attacking innocent 
people in Israel, which in fairness, for a while, it did a few years ago, I would be much 
less vexed. Like so many of us in the Chamber, I have very mixed feelings about the 
motion. We all want to see a state called Palestine, but can I support a Government 
linked to terrorism? In theory, I should not, but in practice can I? … Despite my aversion 
to the terrorism practised by elements of Hamas, I have decided that it is time that this 
Parliament should fully endorse the move to Palestinian statehood. … 

 

col 110  Andrew Griffiths: … It is remarkable that there has been a shift in tone, and in 
the concerns of the House, during the debate. That shift should worry the Government of 
Israel, because it is clearly losing the moral high ground when it comes to the people in 
Gaza and the Palestinian issue. …  
We should demand the same standards of Israel as we do of any democratic state. Just 
this weekend, we saw the Australian Super Hornet pilots pull away when they were 
hunting  down  ISIL  fighters  because  they  were  concerned  about  the  loss  of  life  of  
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innocent civilians. It is only right that a sophisticated, well-funded army, such as that of 
Israel— …  

 

col 114  Robert Jenrick:  … Passing the motion will certainly antagonise and weaken to 
some extent our relationship with Israel and Israelis—a relationship that, for all Israel’s 
manifest faults and frailties, I value and the House should value in a dangerous world. In 
a peace process, we do not show solidarity to one by antagonising and alienating the 
other, diminishing our relatively limited influence on events. …  

 

col 115  Jonathan Ashworth: … The Palestinian claim to statehood is not in the gift of a 
neighbour—it is an inalienable right of the Palestinians, and tonight we should speak up 
on their behalf. …  

 

Edward Leigh: … I have nothing but contempt for Hamas, which I view as a kind of Nazi 
organisation. I have nothing but respect and support for the state of Israel. I think that all 
of us are very philo-Semitic. We understand the horrors that the Jewish people have 
undergone and their desire for security and peace. 
However, my viewpoint—my strong support for Israel—started to change when I talked to 
Abba Eban … He said in very powerful terms to me in his office in Jerusalem, “Look, 
there is absolutely no way in which we can possibly run or control the west bank. There 
are far too many Palestinians. … 
My other Damascus moment came when I was standing at the Bethlehem checkpoint 
and saw the appalling humiliation heaped on Palestinian people. …  

 

col 118  Martin Horwood: … if we are to tell Arabs across the region to reject extremism, 
rockets, bombs and massacres that are deliberately aimed at killing defenceless civilians, 
we must also do more to support the moderate, democratic, pluralist leaders, such as 
Mahmoud Abbas, who have painstakingly pursued the diplomatic path towards peace 
and self-determination. …  

 

col 120  Sandra Osborne: … The problem for the Palestinians is that, too often, they 
lose those they love, including their children. And how many Israeli families have lost 
members who have died in the Israeli armed forces? The people of Gaza are left 
homeless when their houses are destroyed or severely damaged by Israeli bombings. In 
area C of the west bank, there are home demolitions and land seizures, and settlements 
are built on Palestinian land. A house is not a home if it has to be vacated at regular 
intervals in response to alarms signalling rocket attacks and the need to take shelter. …  

 

col 122  Diane Abbott: … there is sometimes a tendency to imply that being against any 
policy of a particular Israeli Government at a point in time makes a person anti-Israel, 
anti-Jewish and even an anti-Semite. … I deprecate the suggestion that just because 
somebody disagrees with the Israeli Government at any point, that makes them anti-
Israeli. …  

 

col 123  Mark Hendrick: It is very easy to call anyone who opposes the views of the 
Israeli Government an anti-Semite. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/14101
3-0003.htm 
 

col 124  Katy Clark: … This is the right thing to do morally, but it is also the right thing to 
do politically. It is important in relation to all our other foreign policy in the region that we 
should be seen to be even-handed and fair, and that we should no longer be accused of 
having double standards or of failing to stand up for the Palestinians. …  
Recognition of the state of Palestine would mean a more regulated relationship between 
the international community and Israel and Palestine. At the moment, we are not seen as 
being even-handed. Whatever people in this House might believe, the reality is that we 
are the ones who are supplying the components for the weaponry being used against the 
Palestinians. …  

 

col 126  Hywel Williams: … I want to take the opportunity to reject yet again the 
conflation of opposition to the Israeli Government’s war policy with supposed enmity 
towards the Jewish people. That is a peculiar charge, given that a  significant  number  of  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0003.htm


 9 

 

Jewish people support peace. …  
 

col 127  Lilian Greenwood: … Britain recognised the state of Israel in 1950. 
Recognising Palestine now is about equality of treatment. It is about sending a message 
that a peaceful lasting solution depends on both parties, Israel and Palestine, coming to 
the negotiating table as equals. It is about sending a message to Israel that it should 
recognise the state of Palestine as the state of Palestine has recognised Israel. It is 
about sending a message to Palestinians that gives them hope that freedom is possible, 
resolve in rejecting the path of violence that brings no solutions and belief that a 
diplomatic and political settlement can be reached. …  

 

Mike Gapes: … A power struggle is going on not just in the whole Arab world but within 
Palestinian society, between those who believe in a democratic and secular way forward 
and those who believe in political Islam that will wipe out not just moderate, secular 
Arabs but the Christians and the other religious minorities in Palestine. This motion is 
about not just the question of recognition but what kind of Palestinian state will be 
created—whether it will be a state that is in the hands of Hamas or, even worse, al-
Qaeda elements within Gaza. …  
I have been denounced as some kind of Zionist child killer by certain people in e-mails 
and on Twitter. I was even attacked today when I said I was going to vote for the motion 
by somebody who thought, “No, he can’t possibly be.” The fact is that this is an historic 
moment because the Palestinian people need a way out of the despair they face. We as 
an international community—the United States must also heed this message—must help 
the moderate forces in Fatah by getting their strategy, which is to take the issue 
internationally, to provide the way forward. Otherwise, the people who believe in the 
rocket attacks, the suicide bombs, the destruction of civilian communities and the killing 
of children—not just Israeli children but their own children, who are used as human 
shields—will gain the ascendency. …  
 

The House divided: 
Ayes 274, Noes 12 
 

col 130  Jeremy Corbyn: … If I may, I will briefly explain why I and my hon. Friend the 
Member for Batley and Spen (Mike Wood) were tellers for a position that we do not 
actually hold. It was to ensure that democracy could take place and that Members could 
record their vote, because those who were opposed to the motion declined to put up 
tellers. We have thus ensured democracy here tonight. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/14101
3-0004.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Middle East 
The Marquess of Lothian: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
(1) have made, and (2) intend to make, to the government of Israel about the full lifting of 
the blockade on Gaza.[HL1934] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): Our ambassador in Tel Aviv most recently raised the issue of Gaza 
with the Israeli National Security Adviser on 15 September. They discussed Israel 
permitting the transfer of goods to the West Bank, and exports to Israel. Since the 
26 August ceasefire our Ambassador has also made the case to Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s Middle East Peace Process negotiator, his Cabinet 
Secretary, his National Security Advisor, his Chief of Staff, and his Trade, Finance 
and Justice Ministers, that the opening up of transfers/exports 
from the private sector in Gaza and a broader lifting of restrictions would address 
one of the fundamental drivers of instability in Gaza. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/debtext/141013-0004.htm
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Our officials in Tel Aviv will continue to lobby Israeli officials in future meetings on 
the issue of movement and access in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141013w0001.htm#141
01317000496  
 
 

United Nations 

In Middle East, Ban urges Gaza rebuilding amid efforts to resolve 'root causes' of 
conflict 
… During a visit to the cities of Ramallah and Jerusalem, where he met in the morning 
with Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah and, in the afternoon, with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the Secretary-General called on all parties to stop the 
“endless, needless, mindless cycle of suffering” that has continued to inflame tensions 
throughout the region and spawned decades of instability. 
“Ultimately, the situation can only be resolved as part of a broader political horizon that 
ends the nearly half century of occupation and leads towards a two-state solution where 
the State of Palestine co-exists with Israel in peace and security,” Mr. Ban said during his 
press conference in Ramallah with Prime Minister Hamdallah. 
“Time is not on the side of peace,” he continued, warning that the world needs to act 
immediately to prevent the deepening of “an already unsustainable status quo.” … 
According to initial reports, in fact, donors attending the Cairo conference have pledged 
$5.4 billion for the reconstruction of Gaza – an amount exceeding the original $4 billion 
requested by Palestinian authorities. 
“The amount which has been committed, pledged by the international community, is quite 
encouraging considering current international situations, the crisis happening here and 
there,” Mr. Ban stated. …  
Speaking in Jerusalem later in the afternoon during his meeting with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, the Secretary-General underscored that a UN-brokered agreement allowing 
for “a temporary Gaza reconstruction mechanism” would not only kick-start the much-
needed rebuilding of the devastated territory, but would also take “fully into account 
Israel's legitimate security concerns.” … 
“Economic revival, which requires the predictable exit and entry of goods and people, can 
change the dynamics on the ground and ultimately enhance stability in Gaza, which in 
turn will improve Israel's security,” said Mr. Ban. 
The Secretary-General also addressed the recent announcement of Israel's plans to 
advance settlements in East Jerusalem, in contravention of international law, stating that 
he was “very concerned” about the developments and warning that they could have a 
deleterious effect on any progress towards a definitive peace. 
“This does not send the right signal and I urge the Government of Israel to reverse these 
activities,” he added. “Unilateral action is no foundation for the future. The two-state 
solution is the only way to bring peace to both sides.” 
Mr. Ban reiterated this message during his visit with Israeli President Reuven Rivlin later 
in the day when he warned that the region could no longer afford distractions from 
tackling “the fundamental cause of strife, namely the absence of a comprehensive peace 
settlement.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49065#.VD0VDtSUeRM  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141013w0001.htm#14101317000496
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141013w0001.htm#14101317000496
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3679
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3680
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3681
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49065#.VD0VDtSUeRM
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Statutory register of consultant lobbyists (closing date 17 October 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/14090
9_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief 
issues (closing date extended to 31 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues 
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-
survey?wssl=1 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/140909_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/140909_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-strategy-survey?wssl=1

