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Israel 

European Union 

Statement on the ceasefire in Gaza 
We welcome the ceasefire agreement in Gaza that brings an end to the suffering and 
loss of life, particularly among civilians. The humanitarian situation in Gaza must now be 
urgently addressed and we call on the parties to respect the ceasefire.  
We commend Egypt's mediation efforts and urge the Israelis and Palestinians to seize 
this opportunity to negotiate a comprehensive and sustainable agreement. Simply 
returning to the situation before the latest conflict is not an option.  
A sustainable agreement should address all the root causes of the conflict and bring 
fundamental change to the situation in Gaza. The socio-economic conditions should be 
improved by ending the Gaza closure regime. The Palestinian government of national 
consensus, under the leadership of President Abbas, should exercise effective 
administration of the Gaza Strip. Hamas and other militant groups must stop all threats to 
Israel. A durable peace can only be achieved through the resumption of the Middle East 
peace process, leading to a two state solution.  
The EU is ready to contribute, together with the international community, to a lasting 
solution meeting the legitimate security, humanitarian and socio-economic needs of the 
Israeli and Palestinian peoples. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140827_02_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Using Egyptian crossing for first time in seven years, UN convoy brings food aid to 
Gaza 
For the first time in seven years, a humanitarian convoy of the United Nations World 
Food Programme successfully crossed from Egypt into the Gaza Strip today, carrying 
enough food to feed around 150,000 people for five days. … 
“It is extremely important that we have access to the Gaza Strip from different routes, 
including the Rafah crossing, to ensure a constant flow of humanitarian supplies to meet 
the growing needs of the people affected by the recent violence,” said Mohamed Diab, 
WFP Regional Director for the Middle East, North Africa, Central Asia and East Europe. 
“We are grateful to the Government of Egypt for opening the Rafah crossing and allowing 
WFP to procure food in Egypt,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48572#.U_9IxWS1ZuE  
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Board of Deputies & Muslim Council of Britain 

British Jews and Muslims Call for Peace, Wisdom and Hope over Conflict in Israel 
and Palestine 
Amid the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, the Muslim Council of Britain and the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews are issuing the following joint statement: 
There is no doubt that Muslims and Jews have deeply held views about the conflict in 
Israel and Palestine. We acknowledge that our communities may disagree about the 
origins, current reasons and solutions to end the conflict. But there are also points of 
agreement. 
The death of every civilian is a tragedy, and every effort should be taken to minimise 
such losses. The targeting of civilians is completely unacceptable and against our 
religious traditions. We pray for a speedy end to the current conflict and for a lasting 
peace for all. 
In spite of the situation in the Middle East, we must continue to work hard for good 
community relations in the UK. We must not import conflict. We must export peace 
instead. 
Whilst everyone has the right to voice their political opinion, be that in a rally or on social 
media, we must be mindful of how we convey our protest. There can be no excuse for 
racism, violence, or other forms of intimidation, when expressing views in the media, on 
the streets, outside shops or online. 
We condemn any expression of Islamophobia, Antisemitism  or any form of racism. We 
call for Muslim and Jewish communities to redouble efforts to work together and get to 
know one another. 
We need constructive dialogue to limit our disagreements and identify the widest possible 
range of areas for cooperation. There are more issues that unite us than divide us. 
May the God of Abraham grant our World more peace, wisdom and hope. 
http://www.bod.org.uk/live/content.php?Item_ID=130&Blog_ID=1259 
and 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/jews-and-muslims-call-for-peace/ 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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