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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for Middle East welcomes Gaza ceasefire 
The Minister for the Middle East, Tobias Ellwood, today welcomed the Egyptian brokered 
ceasefire. … 
I welcome today’s agreement by all parties to a ceasefire. I pay tribute to the Government 
of Egypt for their work to secure this important step. The ceasefire provides a critical and 
welcome window of opportunity for reaching a comprehensive agreement, that tackles 
the underlying causes of the conflict. 
This should ensure that: Hamas and other militant groups permanently end rocket fire 
and other attacks against Israel; the Palestinian Authority resumes control of Gaza and 
restores effective and accountable governance; and that Israel lifts its restrictions in order 
to ease the suffering of ordinary Palestinians, and allow the Gazan economy to grow. 
There should be international monitoring and verification to ensure full implementation of 
a comprehensive agreement.’ 
These discussions are not easy, but there is no viable alternative. The international 
community stands ready to assist. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-middle-east-welcomes-gaza-ceasefire 
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief welcomes Egyptian-brokered ceasefire for Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed today’s announcement of an open-ended 
ceasefire for Gaza, brokered under Egyptian auspices, and said he hopes this will lead to 
a political process aimed at achieving a durable peace. 
“A brighter future for Gaza and for Israel depends on a sustainable ceasefire. It is up to 
the parties to live up to this responsibility,” said a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s 
spokesperson. “After 50 days of profound human suffering and devastating physical 
destruction, any violations of the ceasefire would be utterly irresponsible,” … 
Mr. Ban noted that any peace effort that does not tackle the root causes of the crisis will 
do little more than set the stage for the next cycle of violence, calling for, among others, 
an end to the Israeli blockade of Gaza and addressing Israel’s legitimate security 
concerns. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48568#.U_3yMWS1ZuE  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Indonesia 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the freedom 
to worship of British Christian and Jewish visitors to Indonesia.[HL1601] 

Lord Popat: Indonesia has a strong tradition of religious diversity and tolerance 
and in general those of minority faiths in Indonesia, including any British visitors, 
are able to practise their religion. Various denominations of Christian churches are 
well represented across Indonesia. The Jewish community in Indonesia is very 
small, although there is at least one working synagogue. However, we are 
concerned that there has been a rise of localised instances of inter- and intra-
religious conflict, and examples where the rights of religious minority groups have 
not been protected. 
The former Senior Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the 
right honourable Baroness Warsi, convened meetings of international leaders, 
including with the Foreign Minister of Indonesia, to generate practical steps to 
promote freedom of religion or belief, and to fight religious intolerance within our 
societies. Our Ambassador in Jakarta has discussed these issues with Indonesian 
Ministers, civil society, and religious leaders. We have supported projects to 
improve respect for freedom of religion or belief. We also raise freedom of religion 
and belief concerns at the annual EU-Indonesia Human Rights Dialogue. We 
continue to monitor the situation and raise any concerns with the Government of 
Indonesia. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-
Indonesia  
 

Turkey 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the freedom 
to worship of British Christian and Jewish visitors to Turkey.[HL1600] 

Lord Popat: We regularly discuss issues concerning Freedom of Religion and 
Belief with the Turkish Government, religious leaders and non-governmental 
organisations in that country. 
We are encouraged by positive steps taken by the Turkish Government to 
improve protections for all religious minorities in Turkey. However, we share the 
assessment of the EU that more needs to be done to safeguard freedom of 
religion in Turkey. 
Freedom of religion is a fundamental freedom that all, including those visiting a 
country, are entitled to. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Turkey  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf

	Contents
	Israel
	Foreign Affairs
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

