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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Stephen Williams meets Jewish community organisation over rise in anti-Semitic 
attacks 
Minister for Communities Stephen Williams … met the Jewish organisation Community 
Security Trust to hear about the rise in anti-Semitism since the Gaza conflict began, and 
to listen to the concerns of the British Jewish community. 
Community Security Trust figures show 304 anti-Semitic incidents in the first 6 months of 
2014, a 36% increase on the equivalent period in 2013. 
And the most recent total - compiled for July - shows more than 200 incidents in 1 month, 
the second highest monthly total since the organisation started recording incidents in 
1984. 
Speaking after the meeting Stephen Williams said: I very much welcomed today’s 
opportunity to hear directly from the highly respected Community Security Trust about 
the serious concerns felt within Britain’s Jewish community about the recent dramatic 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents within the UK. 
I am particularly concerned that the number of such incidents recorded in July 2014 by 
the Community Security Trust is the second highest monthly total in 30 years. These 
incidents range from unpleasant messages, graffiti, rhetoric and verbal abuse to 
instances of criminal damage to Jewish property and even acts of violence directed 
towards visibly Jewish people. 
Any hostility or harassment directed towards the Jewish community in this country for 
whatever reason is completely unacceptable and the government will do everything in its 
power to prevent the fear and distress that such deplorable actions cause. 
It is more important than ever that in the face of the deeply upsetting events taking place 
in Gaza, Israel, Syria and Iraq that Britain’s many diverse communities stand united in 
supporting our shared British values of understanding and mutual respect. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stephen-williams-meets-jewish-community-
organisation-over-rise-in-anti-semitic-attacks  
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Israel 
Scottish Parliament Debate 

Gaza 
17.05  Drew Smith: … the current violence and the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza is 
winning new supporters for the cause of justice and peace, not terrorism and not military 
action. … I condemn utterly and without caveat the indiscriminate firing of rockets into 
Israel from Gaza, I condemn tunnelling into Israeli territory from Gaza, and I believe that 
the fear and danger that they represent serves no purpose other than the prolonging of 
the conflict, which reduces the likelihood that Israelis will question the actions of their 
Government, far less become advocates for engagement with their Palestinian 
neighbours. Correspondingly, the scale of the horror in Gaza does nothing to bolster the 
voices of those who recognise that a viable Palestinian state can be achieved only 
alongside a secure Israel and that it will be created through negotiation of land, not 
violence against civilians. …  
The images that we now see on our television screens, about which people are taking to 
our streets to protest, offend the world. …    

17.12  Patricia Ferguson: … When we criticise the actions of Israel in Gaza, it is not a 
condemnation of Jews or Judaism; it is a condemnation of the present political 
establishment in Israel. Of course, the firing of rockets by Hamas must end, but Israel’s 
response goes far beyond defending its borders and population. …  

 

17.23   Murdo Fraser : … the victims are not just in Gaza. There are victims in Gaza and 
Israel, and Gazan civilians are not the only casualties in the recent spate of rocket 
attacks. The Israelis are also living with the consequences of the on-going conflict and 
the Israel defence force estimates that 5 million Israel civilians live within the range of 
rockets fired from Gaza. The danger in playing the blame game is that it suggests that 
the fault is all on one side, and I do not believe that that is the case. …  
Israel’s response has been disproportionate, but let us not be in any doubt that Hamas is 
a terrorist organisation, … we should not be naive enough to place all the blame at 
Israel’s door when Hamas’s aim is to destroy Israel and kill each and every Jew. … 

 

17.26  Malcolm Chisholm: … I condemn the firing of Hamas rockets into Israel, but it is 
simply a fact that the greatest recruiting sergeant for Hamas is the scale of Israeli 
oppression and aggression. The least that can be said about that aggression is that it is 
disproportionate when we consider the nearly 2,000 Palestinian civilian casualties 
against the single figure of Israeli civilians. 
When we see the images of totally innocent young children and families and people of all 
ages being maimed, and when we see the kind of weapons that are being used, such as 
the flechette shells that splinter into a thousand tiny lethal metal darts that go into the 
skin of children and others, I like others am forced to used words such as “obscene”, 
“grotesque”, “indiscriminate” and, in many cases, “illegal”. 
Some of the strongest condemnation of the massacre that we have seen has come from 
Jews themselves. I think of Gerald Kaufman’s words in the House of Commons when he 
said that his Jewish grandmother was not shot to provide cover for Israelis to murder 
grandmothers in Gaza. The American Jew Naomi Wolf said that she mourned the 
“genocide”—it is her word—in Gaza. …  

 

17.34  Christine Grahame: … because of its bombing of civilians—hardly avoidable in 
such a crowded area—and in particular because of its bombs landing on UN safe 
houses, despite it repeatedly receiving information from the UN, Israel is guilty of war 
crimes. …  
What is said by representatives of those who cause these civilian deaths and horrific 
images—and I will focus on the language of the Israeli high command—has to combat 
the mantra: “a picture is worth a thousand words”. We hear phrases such as “protective 
edge”  instead  of  “invasion of  another’s  territory”.  The  defence system  is  called  “iron  
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dome”—machismo. When a soldier is captured invading another’s territory, it is called 
“kidnapping” or “abduction” and at the same time that story—those words—hide the truth 
that he was killed in combat. …  
A picture, however, is worth a thousand words—spun or unspun. Today I have images of 
blood-spattered children and exhausted surgeons in a bombed hospital, and an image of 
a row of Israelis perched on a sofa, with drinks in hand, at a vantage point—all the better 
to view the bombing of Gaza. You cannot spin those pictures. …  

 

17.38  Alex Rowley: … where else is a Government indiscriminately killing innocent 
children and it is allowed to happen? … 
… we should be making it clear that not in our name should anything—not a missile, not 
a bomb, not a bullet—that has been produced in this country be used in this conflict by 
the Israeli Government. … 
If it was happening any place else in the world, we would be speaking out. If we allow it 
to happen and allow it to continue, the world will be a much worse place. … 

 

17.42  Jim Eadie: … There is a growing mood of despair within the Muslim community in 
this country and throughout the middle east at what is perceived to be the west’s 
indifference to the plight of the Palestinians. … 
… we need to put the events into their proper historical context. As one of the foremost 
experts on the Israel-Palestine conflict, Avi Shlaim, has said in relation to the Israeli 
occupation of the west bank and Gaza post-1967: “The aim was to establish Greater 
Israel through permanent political, economic and military control over the Palestinian 
territories. And the result has been one of the most prolonged and brutal military 
occupations of modern times.” …  

 

17.46  Neil Findlay: … As justification for their actions, the Israelis say that they want to 
destroy supply tunnels. However, we see the bombing of schools, hospitals and people’s 
homes and businesses. The world is told that Israel wants to defend itself against people 
whom it calls terrorists, yet we read reports of Israeli aircraft bombing water wells, 
sanitation systems and power plants. Those are acts of terrorism, too. 
A humanitarian disaster is unfolding in front of our eyes, yet the world appears to be 
unwilling to tackle the aggression that is being meted out by the Netanyahu regime. … 
Political pressure must be brought to bear on a state that permanently flouts UN 
resolutions, ignores pleas from humanitarian organisations, commits war crimes and 
disregards the lives of millions who are held captive in a small part of their homeland. … 

 

17.53  Cara Hilton: … I condemn the violence on all sides, but this is not a conflict that 
has any balance. This is about a brutal Israeli Government, which is in breach of 
countless UN resolutions, which is illegally occupying Palestinian land, which is 
continuing to bulldoze Palestinian homes, and which for seven years has blockaded the 
people of Gaza from all sides, denying them access to clean water and medical supplies, 
denying people their human rights and even denying children the right to a childhood. …  
It is time for the UK Government to end its virtual silence and use its economic influence 
to tell Israel that enough is enough. … No company in Fife, Scotland or elsewhere in the 
UK should be supplying the brutal Israeli Government with arms or military equipment. 
We need an arms embargo and we need an investigation into why our factories are 
supplying a country that shows absolutely no respect for international law, human rights 
and the rights of children. … 
It is time for Scotland and the UK to use our influence to secure justice and freedom for 
the Palestinian people. 

 

17.57  John Mason: … Israel has some 8 million people and Palestine has only 4 
million, so Israel is much bigger. Israel spends $18 billion on its defences, Palestine 
clearly spends next to nothing. On the surface of it, Israel looks like the big, strong 
country, and Palestine or Gaza is the smaller, weaker one. It is clear that there are far 
more casualties on the Palestinian side, so on the surface of it we should all support 
Palestine. 
Is it as  simple as that?  Israel might  have a population  of 8 million,  but  it  is dwarfed by  
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larger players in the region, such as Egypt, with its population of 82 million, and Iran, with 
77 million. Israel’s defence spending might be $18 billion, but Saudi Arabia’s is $59 
billion. We can see that Israel is a pretty small country that feels threatened by larger 
neighbours. 
International Human Rights Rank Indicator ranks Syria 211th in the world, Saudi Arabia 
205th, Iran 166th, Palestine 107th and Israel 71st. … Now, to be ranked 71st might not 
be great, but it is better than a number of other countries. Are we looking at sanctions or 
boycotts for every state that is ranked lower than 71st, or is it just Israel that is the target 
of our criticism? Is there a danger of our changing the balance in the region by stopping 
supplying Israel while still supplying other countries? …  
All that I am asking is whether we are being consistent in the standards that we are 
setting for Israel and for other countries.  … 

 

18.04  Colin Keir: … Others have pointed out that it is not the first time that Israel has 
carried out that type of offensive. There is absolutely no moral justification for the actions. 
It is clear that, if it was a moral war, most of the world would believe that Israel is losing. 
Indiscriminate violence against those who cannot defend themselves is simply not 
acceptable in the modern world.  

 

18.07  Ken Macintosh: … Jewish Scots are directly affected every time tensions rise in 
the middle east. Several local people have told me of the abuse that they receive and 
their fear of simply going out in public wearing a kippa or anything else that marks them 
out as visibly Jewish. Parents and grandparents with children at Calderwood Lodge 
primary school have expressed anxiety at their pupils’ security and wellbeing. Everyone 
has the right to protest and express their views, but the Jewish community in the west of 
Scotland is feeling increasingly let down at a time when it is already feeling vulnerable. … 

 

18.11  John Finnie: … A number of terms have been repeated throughout the debate, 
one of which is “disproportionate”. I certainly view the actions of the Israeli defence force 
as disproportionate, but I am concerned that that might suggest that, if there had been 
less bombing and less abuse hurled at the Gazan population, that would have been 
acceptable. As other members have done, I am happy to say unreservedly that violence 
from whatever quarter is unacceptable. 
The term “indiscriminate” has been used, too, but I am not sure that Israeli soldiers 
writing in children’s school books in schools that they have destroyed and writing the 
names of their regiments on classroom walls are anything other than calculated acts. I 
worry that that is part of a wider contempt for the mere existence of the Gazan 
community. … 
The Israeli Government has a wonderful test centre of Gazan guinea pigs or sitting ducks 
right on its doorstep. It is my view that there are sick minds at play. …  

 

18.14  James Dornan: … I take Ken Macintosh’s point about people feeling worried 
because of imbalance—I will come back to the issue of imbalance in a minute—but I do 
not know anybody in my circles or in this chamber who has said that this has got 
anything to do with people being Jewish. Nobody in this chamber has said that this has 
got anything to do with Israel’s right to self-defence. What it has got to do with is Israel’s 
completely indiscriminate and disproportionate attack on the people of Gaza. …  
Bombing schools and hospitals and targeting utilities is not the actions of a reasonable 
Government. … 

 

18.17 The Minister for External Affairs and International Development (Humza 
Yousaf): … The Scottish Government cannot and will not stand idly by while this takes 
place. We must be proactive and unequivocal in the messages that we deliver. Of course 
we condemn all violence. Every single member who has stood up has condemned all the 
violence and the Scottish Government joins them in that. Make no mistake about it: 
rockets that are fired into Israel are wrong. They are designed to injure and to kill 
indiscriminately. This Government says that they must stop, and must stop now. 
Everybody agrees, of course, that Israel has a right to live in security and safety. 
However,   it  must  be   widely  recognised   and  stated  on  the   record  that  the  Israeli  
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Government’s response has been utterly and completely disproportionate and it must be 
condemned in the strongest possible manner for that. Those who fail to condemn it—
there are some on these islands who have failed to condemn it—are doing themselves, 
but also humanity, an injustice. A provocation—and yes, there is provocation—does not 
relieve one of accountability for how one chooses to respond. …  
If the Jewish community in Glasgow feels that it is perhaps the victim of anti-Semitism 
because of the rising tensions in the middle east, I assure it that the Scottish Government 
will stand with it. Any anti-Semitism is to be absolutely abhorred. I spoke to the Lord 
Advocate about the issue this morning and I give the assurance that I will speak to him 
again, so that we continue to monitor the situation. …  
The Scottish Government stands and unites with every member across the chamber to 
say that children are not terrorists, whether they are playing on a beach, feeding pigeons 
or sleeping in a UN shelter. Innocent civilians must never be targeted. That is why we call 
for an immediate UN investigation into the killing of civilians, so that those who have 
possibly been violating international law feel the full force of international justice. … 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9455&mode=htm
l#iob_84972  
 
 

United Nations 

UN Rights Council notes one member unavailable to serve on Gaza Commission 
In a statement released today, the President of the Human Rights Council, Baudelaire 
Ndog Ella said he “regrets” that the Commission, which is now operational, will not 
benefit from Amal Alamuddin's expertise in the field. 
Mr. Ella said he had approached a number of individuals as potential candidates before 
issuing a statement yesterday that announced his decision to appoint three of them as 
commissioners. 
A number of hours after the President's statement was issued, Ms. Alamuddin, 
announced that she was not in a position to accept this role. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48466#.U-uTZICSwbc  
 
As latest ceasefire holds in Gaza, Ban urges both sides to address root causes of 
conflict 
The most recent ceasefire in Gaza appears to be holding but unless the underlying 
causes of the conflict are addressed, another round of violence and vengeance is almost 
guaranteed, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today warned. … 
“They have not been listening to the voices of the international community and concerns 
raised by myself as the Secretary-General and many world leaders in the region and 
around the world,” he said. “In the name of protecting their own people, they have been 
letting their people be killed by others. Is that what they have to do?” …  
“This is almost the last chance for them. They have a very limited time,” … 
Mr. Ban said that while Israel's duty to protect its citizens from rocket attacks by Hamas 
and other threats is unquestionable, the fighting has raised serious concerns about 
Israel's respect for the principles of distinction and proportionality. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48474#.U-uTaICSwbc  
 
Gaza hospitals, health facilities need urgent donor support: UN agency 
… “The level of damage to the health system in Gaza is considerable and requires urgent 
support from partners and donors,” said the UN World Health Organization’s Regional 
Director for Eastern Mediterranean, Ala Alwan. …  
WHO estimates that 15 out of area’s 32 hospitals have been  damaged,  in addition to 18  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9455&mode=html#iob_84972
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9455&mode=html#iob_84972
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14934&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48466#.U-uTZICSwbc
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3505
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48474#.U-uTaICSwbc
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primary health clinics and 29 ambulances. In addition, at least five medical staff have 
been killed and many more injured, the UN agency said. …  
Palestinian health authorities are planning to refer more patients to hospitals outside of 
Gaza to access life-saving treatment as well as to reduce the case load in the hospitals 
to a more manageable level. There is a need to speed up approvals to allow these 
patients to be transported across border crossings. 
“Referral of patients outside of Gaza to receive specialized treatment will have to be 
facilitated at all levels,” urged Dr. Alwan.  He added that there was an urgent need to 
provide mental health support for all patients including parents, children and especially 
displaced persons, most of whom do not have homes to come back to in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48472#.U-uSl4CSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 

Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 

Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 

Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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