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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have had discussions with 
the directors of G4S about that company’s adherence to the terms of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention as it applies to the detention of Palestinian prisoners inside Israel; and what 
was the outcome of any such discussions.[ HL1271] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has made clear our concerns about Israel’s treatment of Palestinian 
detainees in meetings with G4S. The UK also considers that Israel’s detention of 
Palestinian prisoners within Israel is contrary to Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and has clearly stated this position to Israeli officials. International law 
does not impose direct obligations on corporations. However, the Government 
encourages British companies to show respect for human rights in their 
operations in the UK and internationally. On 21 April 2013, G4S publicly confirmed 
that they would not renew a number of security contracts in the West Bank "to 
ensure that G4S Israel business practices remain in line with our own business 
ethics policy". These include the servicing of security equipment at Ofer Military 
Prison, at West Bank checkpoints and at a police station in the contentious E-1 
area of Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Israel  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have made 
representations to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency concerning the storage 
of rockets in its facilities in Gaza, and its arrangements for their disposal.[HL1334] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The Government has 
not made any representations to the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) over 
this   issue.  UNRWA  issued  a  statement  on  17 July  strongly  condemning  the  

placement of rockets in its school. UNRWA responded rapidly to the discovery of 
the rockets, removing the weapons and launching an investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding this incident. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the capability of hospitals in Gaza to cope with the numbers of injured.[ HL1339] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Israel
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Baroness Warsi: Longstanding movement and access restrictions have caused a 
deterioration in the quality of medical care available in Gaza. And some hospitals 
in Gaza have also been damaged in the current military operation. The UN has 
expressed concern that the Palestinian Ministry of Health is struggling to cope 
with the increased burden of medical emergencies on the health system, given 
the high levels of shortages of medicines, medical disposables and hospital fuel 
supplies, and rising health care debt. Some patients have been referred to 
hospitals outside Gaza for specialised and life-saving medical treatments. The 
ongoing violence in Gaza has impeded others from reaching crossing points. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the alleged delivery of medical equipment and drugs to hospitals in Gaza by the Israel 
Defence Forces; and whether the European Union will provide emergency medical staff 
to assist with the casualties in Gaza.[HL1340] 

Baroness Warsi: We are aware that the Israeli authorities are facilitating medical 
access and evacuations through the Erez crossing. The EU is supporting 
specialised and life-saving medical treatments and emergency healthcare in 
Gaza. The UK funds the UN Access Coordination Unit to work with Israel, the 
Palestinian Authorities, the World Health Organisation and aid agencies to 
facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and supplies in to Gaza. We are also 
bringing forward £3 million in funding to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, much of which will provide emergency health care. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-
Palestinians  

 

Middle East 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will use the calls of the 
families of those killed in Israel and Palestine for non-violence as a means to promote 
verified ceasefires and the adherence by all parties to the norms of international 
law.[ HL1288] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): I refer 
the noble Lord to the Statement on Gaza of 21 July 2014 by the Prime Minister, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), repeated in the House 
of Lords by the Leader of the House and Lord Privy Seal (Baroness Stowell), 
Official Report, Column 979-982. We strongly endorse the call by the UN Security 
Council for an immediate ceasefire and for respect for international humanitarian 
law and the protection of civilians. We are open to the idea of appropriate 
mechanisms to verify and ensure a durable ceasefire. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of Hamas’ offer of a 10-year truce.[HL1338] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not made any assessment of this offer. 
The UK's policy on Hamas is clear: Hamas must renounce violence, recognise 
Israel and accept previously signed agreements. We continue to press for an 
urgent agreement on a ceasefire and for all sides to minimise civilian casualties. 
We would like to see a durable end to the current cycle of violence and a long 
term strategy to address the underlying causes of the conflict and transform the 
situation in Gaza. 

The Marquess of Lothian: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent 
representations they have made to the government of Israel about their ground incursion 
into Gaza.[ HL1408] 

Baroness Warsi: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon.  Friend the Member for Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond),  

discussed the current crisis in Gaza with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, and Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman during his visit to 
Israel  and  the  Occupied  Palestinian  Territories between  23-24 July.  He  made  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/04082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
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clear that whilst Israel had a right to self-defence, any response must be 
proportionate and maximum efforts made to avoid civilian casualties. He urged 
progress towards a ceasefire. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of how 
civilians in Gaza can best be protected.[HL1520] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK is deeply concerned by the high levels of civilian 
casualties. We have called on all those involved in the current crisis to avoid any 
action which risks civilian casualties in line with humanitarian law. The 
Government assesses that civilians can best be protected through the agreement 
of an immediate ceasefire that ends the current bloodshed, opens up 
humanitarian access, and allows displaced people to return to their homes. The 
British Government is working closely with international partners in order to 
secure this goal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/14072
1-0001.htm#14072114000002  
 
 

Downing Street 

Downing Street response to Baroness Warsi standing down 
… Our policy has always been consistently clear - the situation in Gaza is intolerable and 
we’ve urged both sides to agree to an immediate and unconditional ceasefire. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/downing-street-response-to-baroness-warsi-
standing-down  
 
 

BBC re Baroness Warsi’s resignation 

Letter of resignation from Sayeeda Warsi to David Cameron 
… My view has been that our policy in relation to the Middle East Peace Process 
generally but more recently our approach and language during the current crisis in Gaza 
is morally indefensible, is not in Britain's national interest and will have a long term 
detrimental impact on our reputation internationally and domestically. 
Particularly as the Minister with responsibility for the United Nations, The International 
Criminal Court and Human Rights I believe our approach in relation to the current conflict 
is neither consistent with our values, specifically our commitment to the rule of law and 
our long history of support for International Justice. … 
There is … great unease across the Foreign Office, amongst both Minister and senior 
officials, in the way recent decisions are being made. 
Eric Pickles has supported me tirelessly in our work on combating hate crime. 
Challenging anti-Semitism and Islamaphobia and the pioneering work of celebration faith 
in the public sphere. This new found confidence in Government has allowed me to take 
the very public International lead on religious freedom, specifically on the ever growing 
crisis of the persecution of Christians. However, early evidence from the Home Office 
and others shows that the fallout of the current conflict and the potential for the crisis in 
Gaza and our response to it becoming a basis for radicalisation could have 
consequences for us for years to come. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-28657623  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/downing-street-response-to-baroness-warsi-standing-down
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/downing-street-response-to-baroness-warsi-standing-down
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-28657623
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Extra £2 million in UK aid for the displaced of Gaza 
… The UK will provide an additional £2 million in emergency assistance for the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency’s Gaza Flash Appeal. The new funding will help to 
provide mattresses, blankets, nappies, cooking equipment and other essential supplies 
for nearly 8,000 families. This brings to £15 million the total funding released in the last 2 
weeks in response to the latest crisis in Gaza. 
International Development Secretary Justine Greening said: “The UK is responding to the 
immediate needs of the people of Gaza whose everyday life is now intolerable. Most are 
without reliable sources of water and power, and thousands are crammed into buildings 
designed to house just a few hundred. … 
Even so, however vital the food, water and shelter is that we are providing, ultimately we 
need an immediate and unconditional ceasefire which is respected by all sides. Only 
when the fighting stops can people begin to address some of the underlying causes of 
this conflict. …” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-2-million-in-uk-aid-for-the-displaced-of-gaza  
 
 

Department for International Development 

DFID steps up support for emergency health and sanitation in Gaza 
… The UK’s Rapid Response Facility was activated on Saturday 2 August, with a call put 
out for charities to come forward with proposals on providing key humanitarian 
assistance. Since then all applications have been assessed and £3 million in UK funding 
has been awarded to the NGOs best placed to meet urgent needs in Gaza. … 
Justine Greening said: “This extra support will enable trusted partners who are already 
working with communities on the ground in Gaza to be able to meet emergency medical 
needs, provide clean water for people and reduce the risk of disease. … The situation in 
Gaza is critical. The Rapid Response Facility means we can act quickly to get aid to 
people who need it, but above all we need a lasting and durable ceasefire which is 
respected by all sides. That is the only way to prevent more loss of life. … 
The £3 million will be divided between a total of 10 pre-approved partners including 
Handicap International, Action Against Hunger, Care International, International Health 
Partners (IHP), Plan, Oxfam, HelpAge International, International Medical Corps, 
Norwegian Refugee Council and Internews. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dfid-steps-up-support-for-emergency-health-and-
sanitation-in-gaza  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Call for UK Government arms embargo to Israel 
Minister for External Affairs Humza Yousaf has called on the UK Government to 
introduce an immediate suspension of the sale of arms to Israel. 
Speaking in the Scottish Parliament … Mr Yousaf said: 
“The Scottish Government condemns in the strongest possible terms the escalating cycle 
of violence in Gaza and calls for a permanent ceasefire. We condemn rocket attacks 
from Gaza and condemn in the strongest possible manner the heavily disproportionate 
response from the Israeli Government as demonstrated by the mounting death toll in 
Gaza. … We are pleased to note the ceasefire announced last night and the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops  reported this  morning and call for  meaningful peace talks,  leading  to a  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-2-million-in-uk-aid-for-the-displaced-of-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dfid-steps-up-support-for-emergency-health-and-sanitation-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dfid-steps-up-support-for-emergency-health-and-sanitation-in-gaza
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lasting ceasefire, to start as soon as possible. … 
I am today, on behalf of the Scottish Government, calling for an immediate suspension of 
arms sales to Israel. 
The UN has said that there is a strong possibility that international law has been violated 
and UN Secretary General described the recent shelling of a UN school in Rafah 
sheltering displaced people as a criminal act. It is imperative that there is an investigation 
into whether or not UK arms have been used in any violation of international law. Until 
that has been confirmed the UK Government should implement a complete suspension 
of arms sales to Israel.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Call-for-UK-Government-arms-embargo-to-Israel-
f76.aspx 
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Church of Scotland calls for peace in Gaza 
… Only an end to the Israeli military operation in Gaza and the firing of missiles into 
Israel from Gaza will lead to conditions from which a just resolution may come. 
However, this is only the first step towards tackling the humanitarian disaster for the 
people of Gaza. With others, especially the Churches agency Christian Aid, we recognise 
without an end to the Israeli Occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, which has been in 
place since 1967, there can be no full and lasting peace for either Palestine or Israel. The 
Occupation must end. 
The Church of Scotland is calling for these immediate actions: 
The Church calls for the blockade of Gaza by Israel to end and for the normal movement 
of people and goods in and out of the territory to resume. … 
The Church calls for sustained peace negotiations [to] seek a secure country for Israelis 
and a viable homeland for the Palestinian people. … 
[Gaza] is the world’s largest prison camp. There is no place for people to hide. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-
issues-statement-on-gaza 
 
 

European Union 

Statement on the ceasefire in Gaza 
We warmly welcome the announcement of a 72-hour humanitarian ceasefire in the Gaza 
Strip and call on all parties to respect its terms. There must be an immediate end to the 
loss of civilian lives. The firing of rockets from the Gaza Strip must stop.  
We commend all efforts, particularly those of Egypt, to broker this deal and hope that this 
can be extended into a lasting ceasefire.  
We call on the parties not to miss this opportunity.  
We reiterate that the European Union stands ready to contribute to a comprehensive and 
sustainable solution meeting the legitimate security, humanitarian and socio-economic 
needs of the Israeli and Palestinian people. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140805_01_en.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Call-for-UK-Government-arms-embargo-to-Israel-f76.aspx
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Call-for-UK-Government-arms-embargo-to-Israel-f76.aspx
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-issues-statement-on-gaza
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-issues-statement-on-gaza
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140805_01_en.pdf
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United Nations 

Temporary ceasefire allows UN to restock water, food, following another school 
attack 
… “These people are deeply traumatized and living in fear because we have seen that 
even a UN safe shelter, and I hate to use the word 'safe' because it's such a misnomer… 
even they are being hit,” Chris Gunness told UN Radio. 
On Sunday, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) killed at least 10 Palestinians in shelling 
outside the main gate of the UNRWA Boys' Prep School 'A' in the town of Rafah, in 
southern Gaza. This is the first time that the immediate vicinity of an UNRWA premise 
has been struck in the past 10 days. 
Irina Bokova, Director-General of the UN Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
today added her voice to the growing list of condemnations of the attacks, which 
include Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who denounced it as a “moral outrage.” … 
“Keeping schools free from any sort of military use is equally vital,” Ms. Bokova said 
stressing that students and teachers need to feel safe in their schools. … 
Also today, UNESCO condemned the deaths of media workers in Gaza and voiced deep 
concern over the destruction of media facilities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48405#.U-DcRYCSwbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/director_general_condemns_deaths_of_media_workers_rami_rayan_sameh_al_aryan_ahed_zaqout_and_mohamed_daher_in_gaza/back/9597/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48405#.U-DcRYCSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
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Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf  

TOP 
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