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Home Affairs 

Crown Prosecution Service 

DPP launches support package for victims 
The Director of Public Prosecutions, Alison Saunders, has today launched a wide ranging 
support package for victims of crime. Dedicated units of trained staff are now up and 
running across England and Wales and the final Victims' Right to Review scheme is 
being published alongside almost a year of statistics from the interim scheme, launched 
last June. 
Alison Saunders said: "There has been a lot of focus on victims of sexual offences in 
recent months but all crimes - from burglary and muggings to harassment and fraud - 
undermine confidence, create fear and damage the fabric of our society. My focus is 
improving our service to anyone who has suffered at the hands of criminals." …  
The CPS will now always offer a meeting to victims and their families when we stop or 
change the charges in cases involving the following offence types: homicide cases; 
sexual offences; child abuse cases; offences aggravated by hostility based on disability; 
racially/religiously aggravated offences; cases with a homophobic, transphobic or sexual 
orientation element; and offences motivated by hostility based on age. … 
The Victims' Right to Review (VRR) Scheme was first launched in June 2013 and details 
of the final scheme have today been published on the CPS website. … 
The CPS is today also publishing Complaints and Community Engagement Standards for 
all staff. They set out clear benchmarks of quality by which our performance on handling 
complaints and engaging with the wider community can be measured by victims and the 
wider public. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/dpp_launches_support_package_for_victims/  
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Israel 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister's statement to the House of Commons on Ukraine and Gaza 
… This crisis was triggered by Hamas raining hundreds of rockets on Israeli cities, 
indiscriminately targeting civilians in contravention of all humanitarian law and norms. 
 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/victims_witnesses/victims_right_to_review/index.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/dpp_launches_support_package_for_victims/
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In the last fortnight, Hamas has fired 1,850 rockets at Israeli cities. 
This unprecedented barrage continues to this moment, with Hamas rejecting all 
proposals for a ceasefire, including those put forward by the Egyptian government. 
I have been clear throughout this crisis that Israel has the right to defend itself. 
Those criticising Israel’s response must ask themselves how they would expect their own 
government to react if hundreds of rockets were raining down on British cities today. 
But I share the grave concern of many in the international community about the heavy toll 
of civilian casualties. 
The figures are very disturbing. 
Over 500 have now reportedly been killed in Gaza, and over 3,000 injured. 
The UN estimates that over 83,000 have been displaced so far. 
Israel has also faced loss of life, with 18 soldiers and 2 civilians killed, including 13 
soldiers yesterday alone. 
I spoke to Prime Minister Netanyahu again about this crisis last night. 
I repeated our recognition of Israel’s right to take proportionate action to defend itself, 
and our condemnation of Hamas’ refusal to end their rocket attacks, despite all 
international efforts to broker a ceasefire. 
But I urged him to do everything to avoid civilian casualties, to exercise restraint and to 
help find ways to bring this situation to an end. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu made clear that Israel had been ready to accept each of these 
ceasefire proposals and had unilaterally implemented a temporary ceasefire in the hope 
that Hamas would follow suit. 
My Rt Hon Friend the Foreign Secretary has spoken to President Abbas to welcome his 
support for a ceasefire and underline our wish to see the Palestinian Authority back in 
Gaza. 
The United Nations Security Council met in a special session last night and issued a call 
for an immediate ceasefire. 
The Council expressed serious concern about rising casualties and called for respect for 
international humanitarian law and the protection of civilians. 
Mr Speaker, we strongly endorse that call. 
It is vital that Hamas recognises the need to enter serious negotiations to end this crisis. 
In particular, we urge Hamas to engage with the ceasefire proposals put forward by the 
Egyptian government. 
It is only by securing a ceasefire that the space can be created to address the underlying 
issues and return to the long and painstaking task of building the lasting and secure 
peace that we all want to see. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-ukraine-and-
gaza  
 
 

United Nations 

Security Council holds emergency meeting on Gaza; Ban meets with Abbas in 
Qatar 
The Security Council today called for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, as Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon met with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Doha, the first leg of a Middle East tour which 
aims to end the conflict. 
Following a late-night closed-door meeting, Ambassador Eugene Richard Gasana of 
Rwanda, which holds the Security Council's rotating presidency for July, told reporters 
that the Council had a “sober” meeting given the seriousness of the situation. 
In elements to the press, Mr. Gasana said the members of the Council called for an 
immediate ceasefire and respect of international humanitarian law, including the 
protection of civilians. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-ukraine-and-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-ukraine-and-gaza
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The 15-member Council also emphasized the need to improve the humanitarian 
situation, including through humanitarian pauses, such as the five-hour truce brokered 
last week by the Secretary-General's Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Robert Serry. 
Meanwhile, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is in the region as part of a visit which aims 
to express solidarity with Israelis and Palestinians and help bring about a ceasefire. 
“As I travel the region, I will continue to press for an [immediate] ceasefire – an 
immediate end to the Israeli military operation in Gaza and the rocket fire by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad,” Mr. Ban said earlier in the day at a press conference alongside Qatari 
Foreign Minister Khaled al-Attiya. He reiterated his demand that all sides respect 
international humanitarian law and put and stop the ongoing violence. … 
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNWRA) 
said that 81,000 displaced people had now taken refuge in 61 UNRWA shelters in Gaza. 
“This figure far exceeds the number seeking refuge with us in the 2008/9 conflict and it is 
continuing to rise,” UNRWA spokesperson Chris Gunness said … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48310#.U80cLoCSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Docume
nt.pdf 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48310#.U80cLoCSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
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** Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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