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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools 
Kevin Brennan: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what guidance his 
Department has issued in relation to restrictions on types of food that may be served and 
consumed in publicly-funded faith schools. [204358] 

Mr Laws: The school food standards regulations apply for all schools, regardless 
of their religious status. We recently published new school food standards that will 
come into effect in January 2015. Alongside the standards, we have written a 
short guidance document for school cooks and caterers. This is published online 
at: www.schoolfoodplan.com/standards  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
006.htm#1407153000072 
 
 

Downing Street 

Ministerial appointments: July 2014 
William Hague is appointed as First Secretary of State, and Leader of the Commons 

Philip Hammond is appointed as Foreign Secretary 

Michael Gove is appointed as Commons Chief Whip 

Nicky Morgan is appointed as Education Secretary and Minister for Women and 
Equalities 

Liz Truss is appointed as Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Michael Fallon is appointed as Defence Secretary 

Esther McVey will be attending Cabinet in her existing role as Minister of State at the 
Department for Work and Pensions 

Greg Clark is appointed as Minister for Universities and Science in addition to his current 
role as Minister of State 

Stephen Crabb is appointed as Secretary of State for Wales 

Baroness Stowell is appointed as Leader of the House of Lords and Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster 
 

http://www.schoolfoodplan.com/standards
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0006.htm#1407153000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0006.htm#1407153000072
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/william-hague
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/philip-hammond
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/michael-gove
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/nicky-morgan
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/elizabeth-truss
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/michael-fallon
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/esther-mcvey
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/greg-clark
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/stephen-crabb
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/baroness-stowell-of-beeston
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Jeremy Wright is appointed as Attorney General 

Matthew Hancock is appointed as Minister of State at the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills, Minister of State at the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
and Minister of State for Portsmouth 

Mike Penning is appointed as Minister of State at the Home Office and Minister of State 
at the Ministry of Justice 

Nick Boles is appointed as Minister of State jointly for the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills and the Department for Education 
Mark Harper is appointed as Minister of State at the Department for Work and Pensions 

David Gauke is appointed as Financial Secretary to the Treasury 

John Hayes is appointed as Minister of State at the Department for Transport 

Anna Soubry is promoted to Minister of State at Ministry of Defence 

Oliver Letwin continues as Minister for Government Policy at Cabinet Office and 
becomes Lord Privy Seal … 

Robert Buckland is appointed as Solicitor General 

Desmond Swayne is appointed as Minister of State at the Department for International 
Development … 
To read the full list of appointments see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-july-2014  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Gaza 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague):  
… Between 14 June and 7 July, 270 rockets were fired by militants into Israel, to which 
Israel responded with air strikes. Rockets are fired indiscriminately against the civilian 
population, including against major Israeli cities. Israel then launched Operation 
Protective Edge on 7 July. Israeli defence forces have struck over 1,470 targets in Gaza, 
and over 970 more rockets have been fired towards Israel. Two hundred and forty 
Israelis have been injured. In Gaza, as of today, at least 173 Palestinians have been 
killed and 1,230 injured. The UN estimates that 80% of those killed have been civilians, 
of whom a third are children. 
We have acted swiftly to ensure the safe departure of British nationals wanting to leave 
Gaza. Late last night, we successfully assisted the departure of 27 British nationals and 
their Palestinian dependants from Gaza … 
The people of Israel have the right to live without constant fear for their security, and the 
people of Gaza also have the fundamental right to live in peace and security. … 
The UK has three objectives: to secure a ceasefire, to alleviate humanitarian suffering, 
and to keep alive the prospects for peace negotiations which are the only hope of 
breaking this cycle of violence and devastation once and for all. …  
Once a ceasefire is agreed, it will be vital that its terms are implemented in full by both 
sides, including a permanent end to rocket attacks and all other forms of violence. 
Implementation of that agreement must only be part of a wider effort to improve 
conditions in Gaza. Without that, we are likely to see further such cycles of violence. This 
should include the restoration of Palestinian Authority control in Gaza, the opening up of 
legitimate movement and access, and a permanent end to the unacceptable threat of 
rocket attacks and other forms of violence against Israel. …  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/jeremy-wright
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/matthew-hancock
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/mike-penning
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/nick-boles
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/mark-harper
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/david-gauke
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/john-hayes
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/anna-soubry
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/oliver-letwin
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/robert-buckland
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/desmond-swayne
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-july-2014
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… a negotiated two-state solution remains the only way to resolve the conflict once and 
for all and to achieve a sustainable peace so that Israeli and Palestinian families can live 
without fear of violence. No other option exists which guarantees peace and security for 
both peoples. …  

 

col 583  Douglas Alexander: … I unequivocally condemn the firing of rockets into Israel 
by Gaza-based militants. No Government on earth would tolerate such attacks on its 
citizens, and we recognise Israel’s right to defend itself. 
As the Foreign Secretary set out, in recent days hundreds of rockets have been fired 
from Gaza at Israel, and at least three Israelis have been seriously injured. However, he 
was also right to acknowledge that, since the start of the Israeli military operation in Gaza 
just seven days ago, more than 170 Palestinians have been killed and thousands more 
have been injured. The UN has reported that more than 80% of those killed were 
civilians, and that a third of those killed were children. Although this conflict cannot and 
must not be reduced simply to a ledger of casualties, the scale of the suffering in Gaza 
today must be fully and frankly acknowledged, because the life of a Palestinian child is 
worth no less than the life of an Israeli child. …  
Does the Foreign Secretary agree that if the operating logic of Hamas is terror and the 
operating logic of Israel is deterrence, then pleas by the international community for 
restraint alone will be insufficient? Today, the risk of an all-out escalation in the conflict 
and the threat of a full ground invasion are still palpable—and preventable, if Hamas 
stops firing rockets. …  

 

col 586  Nicholas Soames: … Does my right hon. Friend agree that this is not just a war 
about rockets from both sides, and that it is a war about illegal settlements and stolen 
lands? What is the next big political move? I have sat here these last 30 years and heard 
the same statement every year; for 30 years, nothing has happened. …  

 

Mr Hague: … To be speaking for the third time in six years about an almost identical 
conflict is deeply exasperating … in the end, only the United States can help to deliver 
Israel into a peace agreement and a two-state agreement. We in Europe have an 
important role in supporting that … 

 

Louise Ellman: Does the Foreign Secretary recall that all Israeli settlers and soldiers left 
Gaza in 2005? Does he agree that Hamas has carried out a double war crime by 
targeting Israeli citizens with more than 900 rockets in the past month and launching 
those rockets from bases in the middle of the Gazan population? 

 

Mr Hague: We make the point strongly to Israel about avoiding civilian casualties and 
observing international humanitarian law, and the hon. Lady is right to say that when 
those rockets are launched against Israel, their only purpose is to cause civilian 
casualties there. There is not even a pretence of observing international humanitarian 
law. As the shadow Foreign Secretary has said, no nation on earth could tolerate that, 
but it is important that the response should be proportionate … 

 

Menzies Campbell: … It is wholly unacceptable that the people of Israel should be 
subject to random and indiscriminate rocket attacks, but it is equally unacceptable that 
the response of the Israeli Government should be disproportionate, contrary to 
international law and at the expense of civilians, particularly children. …  

 

col 587  Gerald Kaufman: … Whatever one says in deploring the role of Hamas— I have 
told the Hamas Prime Minister to his face that I deplore what it does—if this goes on, we 
shall have yet another cycle, which will be the third so far, and a fourth, and it will go on. 
Unless the Israelis are willing to make peace, the day will come when the Palestinians 
explode in anger and despair. … 

 

Cheryl Gillan: … despite the deteriorating situation, the Israelis are still facilitating the 
much-needed delivery of aid. I understand that a large amount of food and fuel went into 
Gaza last week. …  

 

Jack Straw: The whole House condemns the killing of the three Israelis and the burning 
of the Palestinian,  and  none  of  us  has  any  truck  with  Hamas.  However,  for  all  the  
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vacuous words of the Israeli Government and the Israel defence forces spokesman, is it 
not clear that they have no regard for international humanitarian law; that they place a 
completely different and much lower value on Palestinian life than Israeli life …  

 

col 588  Alistair Burt: Israel has an absolute right to defend itself against terror, but with 
every civilian killed and every child hurt, the method by which Israel seeks to protect its 
citizens is more questionable, as are the tactics of those who deliberately place children 
in harm’s way. …  

 

col 590  Ben Bradshaw: Given that Secretary Kerry and his own middle east Minister 
have clearly said that it was the Netanyahu regime’s relentless expansion of illegal 
settlements that bore prime responsibility for the collapse of the Kerry talks, when, 
instead of this routine language of condemnation about the settlements, can we instead 
have some real and meaningful action? 

 

Mr Hague: We have said that a heavy part of the responsibility lies—not only this; there 
have been failures on both sides to take full advantage of the opportunities of the peace 
process—with the illegal settlements on occupied land. …  

 

Robert Halfon: … Israel withdrew unilaterally from Gaza and has faced not just 950 
missiles in recent months, but 11,000 missiles since the withdrawal. We know, too, that 
Hamas uses civilians to protect its missiles, whereas Israel uses its missiles to defend its 
citizens. Does not my right hon. Friend agree that the only way to resolve this terrible 
situation is to take out Hamas from Gaza in the same way as we would deal with other 
extreme Islamist groups and stop the funding of Hamas by Iran and the supply of long-
range missiles from Iran to Hamas? 

 

col 591  Mr Hague: Many of those things would help greatly, although they are not things 
that are within our gift to supply. Part of our message to Iran is to stop the funding of 
extremist, terrorist or sectarian groups throughout the middle east. We hope there will be 
a change in Iranian foreign policy; we hope that the authority of the Palestinian Authority 
will be restored in Gaza; and we hope that Hamas will accept the Quartet principles. …  

 

Rushanara Ali: … when will our Government, working with the international community, 
actually apply pressure on the Israeli Government to adhere to international law and 
humanitarian requirements, because this is just completely unacceptable? … 

 

Col 592 Matthew Offord: What assessment has the Foreign Secretary made of reports 
that Hamas is using Gaza’s largest hospital, Al-Shifa, as a command and control centre 
to direct rocket attacks? 

 

Mr Hague: I do not have specific information about that, but the Israeli Government 
argue very strongly that civilian facilities are used in Gaza to shield rocket launches and 
military operations by Hamas, and there is a good deal of credibility in those assertions. 
…  

 

Jeremy Corbyn: … What practical steps has the Foreign Secretary taken to criticise 
Israel for its collective punishment of the people of Gaza, the destruction of water 
supplies and sewage plants, and the killings of large numbers of civilians, and what 
sanctions does he now propose to take against Israel for acting against international law 
in punishing a civilian population? …  

 

col 593  Lyn Brown: … May I urge [the Foreign Secretary] to investigate the possibility of 
a consensus on economic sanctions within the European Union as an effective means of 
non-violent intervention, delivering Israel to the negotiating table for the desperately 
needed two-state solution? 

 

Mr Hague: I can say honestly to the hon. Lady that there would not be a consensus in 
the European Union on that. …  

 

col 594  Edward Leigh: … While we all accept the need for Israel to defend and deter, 
when he talks to the Israeli Foreign Minister does he get any sense that it must be more 
difficult for Israel to defend and deter if it is holding an entire people in the largest prison 
camp in the world in appalling conditions? … 
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Andy Slaughter: We should not equate the occupied with the occupier. We should not 
equate a refugee population of 1.7 million imprisoned in a tiny strip of land with the prison 
guards. We should not equate terrorists firing rockets with a supposedly civilised state 
systematically killing women and children and elderly and disabled people. Will the 
Secretary of State accept that if his and other western Governments fail to discriminate 
between the actions of Hamas and Israel, hundreds of Palestinian civilians will continue 
to die and the annexation of Palestine by Israel will continue? …  

 

col 596  Mark Harper: … if we in this country were subject to the same rocket barrage as 
the Israelis, we would hear many voices urging swift retaliation. …  

 

Mr Hague: … any nation faced with this situation would respond to such rocket attacks 
and would be under immense pressure to do so from its own domestic population. …  

 

col 597  Karen Buck: With half of the population in Gaza aged under 18 locked in an 
open prison in one of the most densely urban concentrations in the world, there was 
never any prospect that children would not be the disproportionate victims of this military 
action. …  

 

Philip Hollobone: The tragedy of Gaza is that, following the Israeli withdrawal in 2005, 
the Palestinians had a golden opportunity to create a model of how a Palestinian state 
would be run to give the Israelis the confidence ultimately to withdraw from the west 
bank. Instead, however, Hamas took over from Fatah and decided to spend all its money 
not on vital infrastructure but on building up an arsenal of 11,000 rockets. Where did 
those rockets come from to get into the Gaza strip? …  

 

col 599  Barry Gardiner: Israel’s right to defend itself, of which the Foreign Secretary 
speaks, is not an unconstrained right, yet Israel’s response has been unconstrained. It 
has been disproportionate and wrong. Heavy bombing in a densely populated area with 
100,000 civilians, causing the death of 170 people, a third of them children, is not self-
defence, it is barbarism. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001  
 

col 600  Kevin Brennan: The Foreign Secretary has rightly condemned the rocket 
attacks by Hamas, but does he understand that his unwillingness to condemn as 
disproportionate the current response by the Israeli Government feeds into a view held 
by many of our constituents that the lives of Palestinians are not regarded equally with 
the lives of Israelis … 

 

Mr Hague: I can assure the hon. Gentleman and the constituents of all those in this 
House that we are clear about the equal value of lives all over the world; that applies to 
Israelis and Palestinians as well. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0002.htm  

 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to 
the answer of 18 June 2014, Official Report, column 644W, on infrastructure projects: 
Jordan Valley, what positive benefits for Palestinians living in Area C have resulted so far 
from her Department's engagement with Israel. [204640] 

Mr Duncan: Two Palestinian-led masterplans covering three areas have been 
approved following engagement with the Israeli authorities. As a result, these 
communities are able to plan for and build the homes and infrastructure they need 
without fear of demolition. We continue to advocate for the approval of more 
masterplans. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0002.htm
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
005.htm#1407153000037 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140618/text/140618w0
002.htm#14061892000116  
 

Middle East 
Mr McKenzie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
when he last met his Israeli counterpart to discuss the political situation in Israel and 
Palestine; and if he will make a statement. [204601] 

Hugh Robertson: On 3 July, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), discussed the political situation in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with the Israeli Foreign Minister. 

Mr Khalid Mahmood: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he plans to visit the Middle East to assist in de-escalating the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. [205249] 

Hugh Robertson: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) has no 
immediate plans to visit the Middle East. However, he will continue to build 
contacts/meet international partners/Ministers to discuss the resolution of the 
conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
002.htm#14071448000056  
 

Palestinian Authority 
Mr Bone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the Palestinian Authority's policy of payment of 
salaries to the families of convicted terrorists; what information his Department holds on 
the basis and scale of such payments; and if he will make a statement. [204894] 

Hugh Robertson: We receive no such reports. The Ministry of Finance publishes 
expenditure on its website on a monthly basis, including a breakdown by Ministry. 
The Palestinian Authority Prime Minister and other Ministers have been clear in 
both public and to us that their payments to families of prisoners are intended to 
sustain families whose primary breadwinner has been imprisoned. However, no 
UK money is used for payments to Palestinian prisoners or their families. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
002.htm#14071448000061  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Bone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to 
questions 167-8 of the oral evidence given by the Minister of State at her Department to 
the International Development Committee on 8 May 2014, if she will review her policy of 
paying money to the Palestinian Authority which may be used to pay salaries to the 
families of convicted terrorists. [204895] 

Mr Duncan: No UK money is used for payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails or their families. UK direct financial assistance is used to pay the salaries of 
civil servants from an approved list. 

Mr Bone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to 
questions 167-8 of the oral evidence given by the Minister of State at her Department to 
the International Development Committee on 8 May 2014, how much funding her 
Department gave to the Palestinian Authority in each of the last 10 years which was used 
(a) directly and (b) indirectly to pay salaries to the families of convicted terrorists. 
[204896] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0005.htm#1407153000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0005.htm#1407153000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140618/text/140618w0002.htm#14061892000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140618/text/140618w0002.htm#14061892000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000061
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Mr Duncan: Since 2013, UK aid to the Palestinian Authority has been used to pay 
civil servant salaries only. Our funding has previously contributed to the PA overall 
budget, which funded three types of payments linked to political prisoners in 
Israeli jails who had been convicted, were pending trial or were in administrative 
detention. The first was a minimal allowance to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails 
intended to cover the cost of food and clothes at the request of the Israeli 
Authorities. The second was a welfare payment for family members where the 
primary provider is incarcerated. The third was support to help former prisoners 
reintegrate into society and find employment. 

Mr Bone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much funding 
her Department provided (a) directly and (b) indirectly to the Palestinian Authority in each 
of the last 10 years. [204897] 

Mr Duncan: UK direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority over the 
past 10 financial years is as follows: 

  £ million 
2005-06 10 
2006-07 11.9 
2007-08 18.5 
2008-09 23.5 
2009-10 38.5 
2010-11 30 
2011-12 30 
2012-13 34.1 
2013-14 41.7 
2014-15 122.9 
1 Forecast 

Information about indirect UK support for the Palestinian Authority through the EU 
can be found at: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/palestine/ec_assistance/index_en.htm  
The UK contribution to the EU development budget is approximately 15%. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
005.htm#1407153000039  
 

 

House of Lords Statement and Questions 

Gaza 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My Lords, with the leave of 
the House I shall repeat the Foreign Secretary’s Statement made earlier in another 
place. …  

 

col 437 Lord Bach: … Of course the firing of rockets into Israel by Gaza-based militants 
is rightly condemned by all people of good will. No Government on earth would tolerate 
such attacks on their citizens, and we recognise Israel’s right to defend itself. … 
However, the Foreign Secretary was right to point out that since the start of the Israeli 
military operation in Gaza only seven days ago, more than 170 Palestinians have been 
killed and thousands more have been injured. …  
Although this conflict cannot and must not be reduced simply to a ledger of casualties, 
the scale of the suffering in Gaza today must be fully and frankly acknowledged by all 
sides. The truth is, of course, that the life of a Palestinian child is worth no less than the 
life of an Israeli child. …  
The further isolation of the Palestinian Authority in the face of military action weakens its 
own domestic legitimacy. Surely that ultimately makes negotiations harder and peace 
more difficult to achieve. …  

 

 

http://eeas.europa.eu/palestine/ec_assistance/index_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0005.htm#1407153000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0005.htm#1407153000039
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col 440  Lord Pannick: … would [the Minister] agree that it is vitally important not to lose 
sight of the fundamental point that Hamas is a terrorist group that applauds the killing of 
Israeli students and which is seeking to kill by missiles as many Israeli civilians as 
possible? By contrast, the state of Israel pulled out of Gaza and is now trying to protect 
its population from intolerable missile attacks, which are launched from bases in civilian 
locations. … 

 

Baroness Warsi: … I agree that the actions of Hamas in no way add towards bringing 
this matter to an end. Nor, indeed, do they add to the peace. In fact, the indiscriminate 
firing of rockets into Israel means this matter is prolonged and made much worse. … 

 

col 441  Lord Phillips of Sudbury: … Does [the Minister] not agree that the constant, 
tenacious determination of Israel to colonise the West Bank … is the casus belli in this 
situation? … Is it not time we said to Israel that we will not go on countenancing this 
colonisation and, unless they stop it, we, in conjunction with other members of the 
European Union, will have to apply sanctions to them?  

 

Baroness Warsi: … it is important we do not draw parallels between Hamas and the 
Israeli Government, or indeed try to describe them in a way where we treat them as 
having equal responsibility. On the one hand, we are dealing with an organisation that is 
considered to be a terrorist organisation, on the other a state that is a liberal democracy. 
Israel would be horrified to feel it was being judged by the standards of Hamas. … 

 

col 442  Lord Leigh of Hurley: … following the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, 
there was a golden opportunity to give Israel the confidence that she could subsequently 
withdraw from the West Bank but, instead, Hamas took over from Fatah … Hamas 
acquired and fired some 11,000 rockets from 2005, mainly … from densely populated 
civilian areas … 

 

col 443  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: …  I draw to the Minister’s attention the first two 
sentences of the editorial in today’s Times: “When Hamas fires rockets into Israel, it is 
attempting to kill ordinary Israeli citizens. When Israel assaults Gaza, it is attempting not 
to kill ordinary Palestinian citizens”. That is perhaps the difference that we ought to 
emphasise. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714-
0002.htm#14071451000237 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning its intended policy to force-feed Palestinian 
prisoners on hunger strike.[HL753] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have met with Members and Officials of the 
Israeli Knesset to discuss a new bill, which passed its first reading at the Israeli 
Knesset on 30 June, and that would permit the force-feeding of prisoners on 
hunger strike. Officials also met an official from the Israeli Prime Minister’s office 
on 17 June, when they expressed our concern over the bill. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#140
71425000373  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had with 
the Palestinian unity government following the discovery of the three murdered Israeli 
teenagers.[HL741] 

The   Senior   Minister   of  State,   Department   for  Communities  and  Local  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714-0002.htm#14071451000237
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714-0002.htm#14071451000237
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#14071425000373
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#14071425000373
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Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
Consul-General in Jerusalem and the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, my right hon. Friend the Member for Maidenhead, (Mrs May), met 
Prime Minister Hamdallah of the interim, technocratic government on Tuesday 2 
July. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#140
71425000377  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes Egyptian ceasefire initiative in Gaza and Israel 
The Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond said: I welcome Egypt’s ceasefire initiative. I pay 
tribute to the Egyptian government for their efforts and the leadership they have shown in 
attempting to broker a cessation of hostilities. 
I also welcome Israel’s acceptance in principle of the terms of the proposed ceasefire 
agreement, and the Palestinian Authority’s endorsement of the Egyptian initiative. I call 
on Hamas and all militant factions in Gaza to take this opportunity to cease hostilities, 
ending all rocket fire into Israel, so that the bloodshed on both sides can stop. 
A cessation of the violence will allow the opportunity to tackle the underlying causes of 
instability in the Gaza strip, without which the long-term security of both Israel and Gaza 
will not be secured. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-egyptian-ceasefire-
initiative-in-gaza-and-israel 
 
 

United Nations 

On visit to Gaza, senior UN humanitarian officials call for halt to Israeli offensive 
… “We must once again remind all parties that they must strictly adhere to international 
humanitarian law,” the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
James Rawley, said alongside the Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, Pierre Krähenbühl. … 
“Never will even the most impressive television footage properly capture the depth of fear 
and despair felt in the homes and hearts of Gazans who are yet again facing death, 
devastation and displacement,” the head of UNRWA said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48267#.U8V2g42Swbc 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to emphasise adherence to fundamental freedoms of religion and 
association as part of the UK’s foreign policy. [204616] 

Mr Lidington: Promoting and protecting the freedom of religion or belief is a 
priority for UK foreign policy. We pursue it in our bilateral work and lobbying of 
other Governments, and through our human rights programme funding. We have 
also stepped up  training in the  Foreign and  Commonwealth Office (FCO)  on the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#14071425000377
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140714w0001.htm#14071425000377
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-egyptian-ceasefire-initiative-in-gaza-and-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-egyptian-ceasefire-initiative-in-gaza-and-israel
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48267#.U8V2g42Swbc
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influence of faith, in many parts of the world, on governments, communities and 
individuals. 
Our work is based on the full definition of freedom of religion or belief as set out in 
article 18 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This includes the right to 
manifest your faith, either alone or in community with others and in public or 
private, through teaching, practice, worship and observance. 
The FCO Minister responsible for freedom of religion or belief, the Senior Minister 
of State, my noble Friend the right hon. Baroness Warsi, has convened meetings 
of international leaders to generate support for practical steps to promote freedom 
of religion or belief and to fight religious intolerance. At the Global summit to end 
sexual violence in conflict, Baroness Warsi chaired a dialogue between political 
and faith leaders, and supported a separate non-governmental organisation 
(NGO)-led event, to explore the role faith groups play, and to enlist their support 
for the objectives of the summit. 
Freedoms of association and peaceful assembly, enshrined in both the Universal 
Declaration and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, are 
fundamental for democratic societies, where people must be able to gather 
(formally or informally), to express themselves, and to have a meaningful say in 
issues that affect them. Though these rights are not among the FCO’s six 
thematic human rights priorities, they feature prominently in our dialogue with 
individual countries and in international fora about governance, the rule of law and 
human rights in general. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0
002.htm#14071448000062 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/text/140714w0002.htm#14071448000062
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
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Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf
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