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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Faith Group Relationships 
Lord Carrington of Fulham: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures they 
plan to take to improve the relationship between the Muslim community and other faith 
groups in the United Kingdom. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, the Department for Communities and Local Government published its 
strategy Creating the Conditions for Integration in 2012. This sets out the work of 
the Government and other organisations in helping to create the right conditions 
for everybody in society to participate. The Government are supporting projects to 
break down barriers, encourage community cohesion and celebrate what we have 
in common. 

Lord Carrington of Fulham: … With some young British Muslims being radicalised, 
does she agree that it is very important that they are taught at a very young age, either in 
school or elsewhere, to understand the similarities between all religions, in particular the 
shared values of the Abrahamic religions, so they can understand that Christianity and 
Judaism are not the enemies of Islam? Can she suggest the best way to make this come 
about? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, it is important that all people, especially young 
people, have an understanding of the diverse communities in which we live, 
including different faith communities. My noble friend may be heartened to know 
from surveys, including a DCLG survey from a few years ago, that 90% of 
Muslims agreed that people from different backgrounds get on well, as opposed to 
87% of the general population; 89% of Muslims agreed that it is possible to fully 
belong to Britain and maintain a religious identity, compared to 72% of the general 
population; and 74% of Muslims believe that there should be more mixing 
between different communities and different ethnic and religious groups, 
compared to 71% of the general public. 

Lord Patel of Bradford: My Lords, will the Minister say what plans the Government have 
to work with the media to encourage them to stop publishing demonising articles about 
whole communities because of the actions of a handful of terrorists? 

Baroness Warsi: … One of the strands of the work of the cross-government 
group on  anti-Muslim  hatred is  looking at how  we can work  with the  Society  of  
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Editors, among others, to ensure that headlines are, first and foremost, not 
sensational, but secondly, reflective of facts. 

Lord Harries of Pentregarth: Does the Minister agree that in many parts of the country, 
relations between Muslims and other faith communities are extremely good? This was 
true in the diocese of Oxford when I was there and continues to be so. Because of the 
good relationships between faith leaders, including Muslim leaders, it has been possible 
to dissipate many potential signs of trouble. 

Baroness Warsi: … I am incredibly proud of the work that the Government have 
done in harnessing the power of faith groups to create that understanding. … 

Lord Hussain: My Lords, will the Minister tell the House if she thinks that the 
Government’s approach in dealing with the so-called Trojan horse issue is a help or a 
hindrance in the fight to tackle extremism in this country? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, my noble friend makes an important point; everything 
that we do in tackling extremism must be done in a way that actually resolves 
extremism. Our language, our policy approach and our conduct must satisfy the 
end goal rather than the process. 

Baroness Uddin: My Lords, would the Minister take the opportunity to pay condolences 
to the family of the student Nahid al-Manea, who was brutally murdered on the streets of 
England? Does she accept that some of these very brutal attacks and the rise of 
Islamophobia are real reasons why some young people are resistant to working across 
different faith groups? I agree that an enormous amount of work has been done in this 
country. Would the Minister accept that England’s record in the arena of multifaith work is 
second to none? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the issue of anti-Muslim hatred and Islamophobia is 
something that I have personally championed. One of the first speeches that I 
gave in government was about Islamophobia. I used the phrase, “Islamophobia 
has passed the dinner-table test”—and probably still bear the scars of it. It is 
important that we fight this new form of hate crime and that the Government have, 
rightly, invested in projects such as Tell MAMA, to record and make sure the data 
on anti-Muslim hate crime are accurate and credible. 
It is important to make another point; we have been here before. There have been 
moments in our history when we have not been entirely comfortable with a faith 
community and we have questioned the loyalty of faith communities, whether that 
was the Jewish or the Catholic community. But our trust in our institutions and 
values has got us through it—and we will get through it again. 

Lord Scott of Foscote: … If an improvement is needed in relationships between faith 
groups, one way of promoting that might be to encourage interfaith marriages. 

Baroness Warsi: First and foremost, my Lords, it is important that we allow 
people to marry somebody of their choosing, whatever faith they belong to. That is 
why I am incredibly proud that the Government have done so much work on the 
issue of forced marriages, including criminalising a practice that should have been 
criminalised many years ago. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140708-
0001.htm#14070883000509  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East 
Lindsay Roy:  To ask the  Secretary of  State for  International Development what recent  
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discussions she has had with the Israeli government on its plans to liaise with the new 
Palestinian government to bring about improvements in the humanitarian situation in the 
border areas; and if she will make a statement. [203949] 

Mr Duncan: British officials from the Embassy in Tel Aviv have regular 
discussions with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140708/text/140708w0
005.htm#14070912000027 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FoI release: List of NGOs in Israel/OPTs and Jordan funded by the FCO, MOD and 
DFID Conflict Pool 2010-2013  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/328921/Lis
t_of_NGOs_funded_by_the_FCO_in_Israel__OPTs_and_Jordan_FOI_Ref_0132-14.pdf  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Evaluation of the DFID Palestinian Programme 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/328604/Pa
lestinian-Programme.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Medical help for Gaza 
Scotland’s hospitals stand ready to treat civilians affected by the continuing and 
increasing violence in Gaza, External Affairs Minister Humza Yousaf has said. 
Mr Yousaf has written to Foreign Secretary William Hague to express his concern at the 
violence on both sides of the conflict, and to ask him to exert pressure on the Israeli 
Government to end the blockade of Gaza, which the Scottish Government views as 
collective punishment. The Scottish Government has called for an immediate end to 
hostilities including a cessation of both rocket attacks and air strikes to de-escalate the 
situation. … 
Mr Yousaf said: “We are deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza and the escalating 
violence on both sides, and particularly the humanitarian impact on civilians. 
“Scotland stands ready to offer whatever assistance we can – and it is in that spirit that 
we make this offer, to give specialist medical help to civilians caught up in the conflict 
should medical evacuation be possible. 
“The Scottish Government also believes that the continuation of the blockade in Gaza is 
exacerbating the suffering experienced by the people there. For that reason, I have today 
asked William Hague to exert further pressure on the Israeli Government to bring that 
blockade to an end.” 
Minister for Public Health Michael Matheson said: “Compassion and the relief of human 
suffering have been central values of the NHS since its foundation 66 years ago. That is 
why Scotland stands ready and willing to help the innocent victims of this humanitarian 
crisis. Should medical evacuation become possible, we will work closely with doctors in 
Gaza to determine what kind of specialist care we are able to offer.” 
To read the full press release see 
 http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Medical-help-for-Gaza-e9d.aspx 
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European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on rocket fire from Gaza and on-going retaliation 
operations of the Israeli Defence Forces  
We are following with grave concern the rapidly deteriorating situation in the South of 
Israel and the Gaza Strip.  
The EU strongly condemns the indiscriminate fire into Israel by militant groups in the 
Gaza Strip. The EU deplores the growing number of civilian casualties, reportedly among 
them children, caused by Israeli retaliatory fire. The safety and security of all civilians 
must be of paramount importance.  
The EU calls on all sides to exercise maximum restraint to avoid casualties and re-
establish calm. To this end the EU calls on parties in the region to do their utmost to 
achieve an immediate ceasefire. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140708_02_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban urges maximum restraint amid ‘dangerous escalation of violence’ in Gaza 
… “The Secretary-General condemns the recent multiple rocket attacks on Israel from 
Gaza. These indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas must stop,” said a statement issued 
by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson in New York. … 
“The Secretary-General is extremely concerned at the dangerous escalation of violence, 
which has already resulted in multiple Palestinian deaths and injuries as a result of Israeli 
operations against Gaza,” said today’s statement. 
Mr. Ban reiterated his call on all actors to exercise maximum restraint and avoid further 
civilian casualties and overall destabilization, and added: “It is imperative now to restore 
calm. The unsustainable situation in Gaza will also need to be addressed in its political, 
security, humanitarian and development dimensions as part of a comprehensive solution. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48220#.U71rkI2Swbc  
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Foreign Affairs 

European Parliament 

EP committees: find out who will be chairing them 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140708STO51808/html/EP-
committees-find-out-who-will-be-chairing-them  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140708_02_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7846
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48220#.U71rkI2Swbc
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140708STO51808/html/EP-committees-find-out-who-will-be-chairing-them
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140708STO51808/html/EP-committees-find-out-who-will-be-chairing-them
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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