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House of Commons Oral Answers 

Peter Bone (Urgent Question): To ask the Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, if he will make a statement on the effect that the murder of three Israeli teenagers 
abducted by Palestinians will have on the middle east peace process. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugh Robertson): 
I visited Israel and the west bank from 17 to 19 June last week, just after the 
kidnapping of the three Israeli teenagers. The whole House will share our sadness 
that last night the Israeli Government confirmed that they had recovered their 
bodies in the west bank. As my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister has said, this 
is an appalling act of terror. There is no reason, belief or cause that can justify the 
abduction and killing of innocent civilians. We send our deepest condolences to 
the families of Gilad Shaar, Naftali Frenkel and Eyal Yifrach. 
The Government remain in close contact with both the Israeli and Palestinian 
authorities. The urgent priority is to hold those responsible to account under the 
rule of law, and we stand ready to do everything possible to help. The Home 
Secretary has been in Israel and the west bank this week and has had 
discussions with political leaders on both sides. I welcome President Abbas’s 
condemnations of the abduction. We are encouraging Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority to continue to work together to find the perpetrators. I saw evidence of 
that co-operation during my visit and it is vital that it continues in the days and 
weeks ahead. It is also vital that all parties avoid action that could escalate the 
situation further. All security operations must be handled with due care, restraint 
and a proportionate use of force. 
It is too early to be clear about the full implications for the middle east peace 
process, but we will do our utmost, with our allies and partners, to keep open the 
prospects for a return to negotiations on a two-state solution, which is, and 
remains, the only way to resolve this conflict once and for all. 

Mr Bone: … I cannot help but reflect on what the feeling of this House would be if three 
teenagers from Wellingborough had been abducted and murdered by terrorists. … It is 
true, I believe, that overseas aid to the Palestinian Authority has been used to provide 
salaries for the families of convicted Palestinian terrorists. Given the propaganda 
celebrating the abduction of the Israeli teenagers, should we review that? Will the 
Government support the Israeli Government not only in their actions to track down the 
perpetrators of this evil crime, but in dismantling the infrastructure of the Hamas 
organisation? 
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Does my right hon. Friend share my concern that part of the Palestinian Fatah-Hamas 
unity Government is a terrorist organisation that carries out such dreadful crimes? …  

Hugh Robertson: … On the question of salaries, as luck would have it, … the 
Minister of State, Department for International Development … absolutely 
confirms that this is not true; it is an old rumour. The money is paid through a 
World Bank trust fund to vetted people, who are nominated civil servants. 
… We absolutely understand that this is an extraordinarily difficult time in the 
region and that tensions are running high. … It is crucial that any actions that the 
Israeli Government take are precisely targeted to find the perpetrators and that, in 
doing that, they avoid a more general escalation. 
On the question of Fatah and Hamas, the technocratic Government are signed up 
to the Quartet principles. If anybody in that Government were an active member of 
Hamas, which remains a terrorist organisation, that would absolutely be the end of 
this Government’s dealing with them … 

Ian Lucas: … Those of us who are parents can barely contemplate what those close to 
the young men are going through. It is imperative that those responsible for these crimes 
be brought to account, and I call on everyone to co-operate to achieve justice. This was 
an appalling act of terror, intended to increase the suffering, bloodshed and injustice that 
have too long scarred the region. … 
The Minister will be aware of the Israeli Government’s insistence that Hamas is 
responsible for the kidnapping and murder of these three innocent young men, but will he 
provide the British Government’s assessment of today’s claims of responsibility for the 
murders by the jihadist group, Supporters of the Islamic State in Jerusalem? … 

Hugh Robertson: … this is a serious moment and I absolutely welcome 
President Abbas’s strong condemnation of the actions, both overnight and indeed 
in his speech in Riyadh a week ago. When I was in Israel, both sides 
acknowledged the security support that had been given by the Palestinians in the 
early stages of the incident. 
As for who is responsible, it is too early to say. The British Government have no 
firm evidence, and nothing from the Islamic state in Jerusalem. It is fair to say to 
the hon. Gentleman, in the spirit of openness and honesty, that the Israeli 
Government are very clear about the fact that Hamas was responsible. When I 
was in Israel 10 days ago, there was some indication on the Palestinian side that 
that might be correct, but we have no hard evidence in London to back that up. 

Alistair Burt: I sometimes fear that the only thing that unites people in the region is grief 
for their children. Whatever may be the causes of conflict, children are never the 
perpetrators, and they never deserve to be the victims. … 

Hugh Robertson: … He is absolutely right to draw attention to the impact of this 
on children. As we see in conflicts across the world, they are so often the innocent 
victims. … 

Gerald Kaufman: … May I ask [the Minister] to send the heartfelt sympathy of, I am 
sure, every Member in the House—very much including myself—to the grief-stricken 
families of these abducted and murdered youths? What has been done to them has no 
conceivable justification of any kind. 
Will the Minister also send our sympathy to the families of the five Palestinians whom 
Israeli troops murdered during their search for the missing youths in a collective 
punishment which has involved hundreds of arrests and the looting and ransacking of 
houses? Nothing whatsoever can justify the murder of these Israeli youths, but it is very 
important indeed to see it in the context of a conflict that will go on until there is a fair 
settlement. 

Hugh Robertson: Absolutely. The sympathy of the Government, and indeed, I am 
sure, the sympathy of everyone in the House, will be with all those who have lost 
family members, friends and relatives in this conflict. It has often struck me, in the 
context of the middle east, that there cannot really be a hierarchy of victimhood, 
and our sympathy must be with all who have lost their lives. … 
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Louise Ellman: These are cold terrorist murders of three teenagers on their way home 
from school. What does the Minister think should be done to address the unremitting 
messages of hate that come from Palestinian media? They are partly responsible for this 
situation and are a grave impediment to peace. 

Hugh Robertson: … I was a soldier for 10 years, and took part in campaigns 
against terrorism, and when we lose people—civilians or soldiers—in these 
situations, that is precisely the time when we need to show leadership and show 
restraint. Absolutely all efforts should be directed at finding the perpetrators but it 
is very important that all those actions are directed at doing that, and nothing 
wider. 

Richard Ottaway: … This has happened just two weeks after the Palestinian unity 
Government have come into effect. I believe the Minister has just said that if Hamas 
turns out to be the perpetrator, he will reconsider the British Government’s attitude to the 
unity Government. Will he clarify exactly what he means by that and the likely 
consequences if Hamas turns out to be the perpetrator? 

Hugh Robertson: … It is important to note that the technocratic Government 
have absolutely signed up to the Quartet principles and, as far as we can see, no 
member of Hamas is part of that Government. If members of Hamas are, indeed, 
proved to be part of this and responsible for these actions, that would clearly be a 
very serious moment indeed, and we would have to examine very precisely the 
link between it and the technocratic Government. … 

Richard Burden: … Does the Minister agree that Palestinian teenagers and children 
who also die, in Israeli strikes and military operations, have names, faces and families, 
for whom their deaths are equal tragedies? … will he confirm that collective punishment 
of the Palestinian people is a crime under international law? 

Hugh Robertson: … The role of the technocratic Government is very clear. 
These youths were not abducted in an area that is inside their security control, but 
it is perfectly possible—but not yet confirmed—that the perpetrators of this crime 
did come from an area that was controlled by them. It is absolutely their job and 
responsibility to co-operate with the Israeli Government in bringing the 
perpetrators to justice, and it is absolutely the responsibility of the Israeli 
Government to ensure the action they take is precisely targeted at the 
perpetrators and no wider. 

Robert Halfon: … Hamas is Hamas is Hamas: it is a terrorist organisation whether it is 
part of the so-called unity Government or not, and Hamas has celebrated the kidnapping 
of these children and their murder. Surely it is now time to cut off relations with the 
Government given that they are co-opted with a terrorist organisation. … 

Hugh Robertson: … The British Government will give the Israeli Government 
every possible assistance to find the perpetrators of this appalling crime. … As far 
as Hamas is concerned, nobody should be under any illusions about this at all: 
Hamas is a terrorist organisation and remains a terrorist organisation, and one 
that is proscribed by the British Government. … 

Crispin Blunt: The anger and outrage of the people of Israel at the appalling murder of 
these three teenagers are wholly understandable and shared here because of our 
special links to Israel, but equally understandable are the anger and outrage of 
Palestinians at the death of 1,406 children in the conflict since 2000, including 270 in 
Gaza under air and ground attack in 2009 alone. Would adding to this awful toll by the 
threatened Israeli reaction be either legal or wise? 

Hugh Robertson: … The death toll on both sides throughout this conflict is 
appalling. This is merely the latest in a long line of incidents that has tried to derail 
the peace process … 

Andy Slaughter: The Israeli ex-combatants organisation Breaking the Silence 
responded to these murders by saying: “We all bow our heads in mourning for the victims 
from both sides in the past weeks, in the hope for an end to this cycle of bloodshed and 
occupation.” 
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Does the Minister agree that that is the right response—that we should send our 
condolences to Israeli and Palestinian dead and their families—and that, particularly 
given what the Prime Minister of Israel has said about retaliation, we should stress to all 
sides that retaliation and escalation are not the way forward? 

Hugh Robertson:  it is crucial that any reaction is targeted very precisely at the 
perpetrators, and further bloodshed is not the way to resolve this situation. … 

Michael McCann: … I disagree profoundly with the Minister’s statement on DFID funding 
to the Palestinian Authority. We do provide funding to the PA and it is absurd to suggest 
that that money can be ring-fenced; the Palestinian Finance Minister confirmed to me 
that they do pay Palestinian prisoners in jail, depending on how long their sentences are. 
…  

Hugh Robertson: … I have not yet seen the report, but, clearly, if the Committee 
has evidence to support the allegations the hon. Gentleman has made, that would 
be a very serious matter, which I am sure the International Development 
Secretary will wish to take up. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown: … I can well understand that today those in charge in Israel 
would want to retaliate, but as a good friend of Israel may I ask that we encourage them 
and men of good will to exercise restraint? … 
Debbie Abrahams: … May I also press the Minister further about what specific 
measures the Government are taking to help to de-escalate tensions, which are rising 
quickly, and to restore some balance between the Israeli and Palestinian Governments, 
and in the region? 

Hugh Robertson: … The British Government give long-term and short-term 
support. The long-term support relates to the work we are doing with the 
Palestinian Authority to build up capacity and to relieve poverty. … Our shorter-
term support is about the work we are doing with our ministerial contacts, our 
embassy’s contacts and the consul-general’s contacts in east Jerusalem to work 
not only for de-escalation but, crucially, to find the perpetrators of this appalling 
crime. 

David Ward: … Does the Minister agree that if urgent questions were sought each time a 
Palestinian was treated brutally and murdered by the Israeli defence forces, we would, 
sadly, be here most weeks? Does he also agree that the violence perpetrated by both 
sides must be condemned equally, and that such violence is not and cannot be in the 
interests of the Palestinians or the Israelis if we are going to work towards a solution to 
this dreadful conflict? 

Hugh Robertson: … I say it absolutely is not; there is no hierarchy of victimhood, 
and people suffer equally. 

Lee Scott: … at the start of the mourning period for the families, a Jewish condolence 
and wish them long life and no more suffering? Does the Minister agree that one way to 
bring this current crisis to and end would be for the Palestinian Authority to turn in the 
people who committed this heinous crime, so that justice can be done through the legal 
process? 

Hugh Robertson: … while I was there, it was abundantly clear to me that the 
technocratic Government were co-operating in security terms with the Israelis, as 
the Israelis acknowledged. … 

Mark Durkan: … Does the Minister recognise that in any conflict there comes a point 
where both sides have to recognise that they cannot be secure against each other and 
that they can be truly secure only with each other? We hear about “both sides”, but does 
he accept that many people on both sides in the middle east do not see themselves in 
the violence of either side in the middle east? It is to those peace-minded people, 
Palestinians and Israelis alike, that we should offer solidarity today, as we offer sympathy 
to the mourning families? 

Hugh Robertson: … it is always easier for people to return to violence than it is to 
make the difficult compromises and decisions necessary to move the peace 
process forward. That is why, throughout history, those who have achieved peace  
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processes are held in such high regard. 
Mike Freer: Many of my constituents will be disappointed to hear from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office the rather well used and tired phrase “proportionate response”. 
Perhaps the Minister, who I know is a decent man, could advise me on what I say to my 
constituents about what the FCO regards as a proportionate response to three teenagers 
being murdered and missiles being fired at Israel on a daily basis. 

Hugh Robertson: … it is utterly unacceptable that people in the Gaza strip fire 
missiles at Israeli citizens. As he knows, I attended a funeral in January on the 
edge of the Negev. Precautions had to be taken because we were under threat 
from missile attacks, which is utterly unacceptable in any way, shape or form. The 
correct response to the kidnapping and murder of three teenagers is to find the 
perpetrators and to bring them to justice. We expect exactly the same response in 
that part of the world as we would find here—no more and no less. 

Jim Cunningham: … I ask the Minister to urge restraint on the Israeli Government … 
Hugh Robertson: … Everything that we and leaders right the way across the 
world have done is about ensuring that the reaction to this is properly targeted 
and—to use that slightly woolly term—proportionate. … Such a targeted 
campaign will, I have no doubt, be carried out by the Israeli Government. … 

Philip Hollobone: … These murders take place against the background of the release of 
hundreds of Palestinian prisoners by the Israelis as a signal of good intent for the peace 
process, and of a constant stream of hate and abuse from state-sponsored TV and 
media in the Palestinian Authority. … 

Hugh Robertson: … We have made it absolutely clear to the Palestinian 
authorities that that sort of behaviour is unacceptable. As I have already said, I did 
not realise that there was any truth in these allegations. I have been specifically 
reassured that there is not. If the International Development Committee has 
evidence that that is not the case, we will be keen to see it. … 

Bob Blackman: … A constant stream of evidence substantiates the fact that UK 
taxpayers’ money is finding its way to the evil terrorist organisation Hamas. Will my right 
hon. Friend undertake to look again at all the evidence—from the Select Committee on 
International Development, from Israel and from the Palestinian Authority areas—with the 
objective that not a single penny of UK taxpayers’ money should find its way to the evil 
terrorist organisation Hamas? 

Hugh Robertson: … It is absolutely the position of the Government that UK 
taxpayers’ money should not go to fund terrorists. That is 100% the case. If, 
following the International Development Committee’s visit to the region, evidence 
has emerged that points to the fact that that is not the case, it would be a very 
serious matter and I can give him an undertaking that that is something into which 
the Secretary of State will look as a matter of urgency. 

Mark Harper: … If it turns out that there is persuasive evidence that Hamas was indeed 
behind these evil murders, will the Minister return to the Dispatch Box to set out what 
implications that has for the British Government’s recognition of that Palestinian unity 
Government? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes. In a sense it is a puzzle in two parts. The first thing is who 
was responsible for this crime. The Israelis are very clear about who they think is 
responsible. The Palestinian Authority have indicated that that view may be 
sensible. … talking to members of Fatah, it is clear that their relationship with 
Hamas has been desperate. They hate Hamas and regard it as being responsible 
for the splits that have occurred, so there is some small reason for hope. 

Matthew Offord: … the depravity of the murder of these young men is beyond 
comprehension … The Minister asserted that no money from British taxpayers goes to 
Hamas, but he has now accepted the position of the International Development 
Committee that that might be the case. Will he put his efforts into facilitating a meeting of 
a cross-party delegation of MPs so that we can speak to the DFID Minister and present 
the evidence we have been talking about for many years already? 
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Hugh Robertson: … I can offer my hon. Friend a cast-iron guarantee that we will 
take that up. Indeed, the very fact that it has been found by a Select Committee 
will ensure that the Department responsible has to answer those questions. … 

Bob Stewart: The purpose of terrorism is to terrorise. Does the Minister agree that the 
people who carried out these murders—a minor act of genocide, in a way—are no 
friends of the peace process and certainly no friends of the Palestinian cause? 

Hugh Robertson: … If someone wanted to derail the peace process and the 
prospects of peace, I could think of no better way to do it than to carry out such 
actions. … 

John Glen: My constituent, Rev. Pat Clegg, is a frequent visitor to the west bank … She 
wrote to me last week, deeply concerned about how universities, colleges and 
newspaper offices were being stormed, as she put it, by Israeli forces searching for the 
missing teenagers. Although I am mindful of the significant challenges in securing 
accurate information in the circumstances, is the Minister aware of those reports and can 
he comment on them? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes. I am very aware of the impact that any form of military 
action has on life in the west bank, as are many others. My hon. Friend’s 
constituent and others have properly drawn the international community’s 
attention to that. On the other hand, we have to understand that Israel is the one 
liberal democracy in that part of the world and that it lies in an arc of countries 
where instability is everywhere. … 

David Burrowes: … may I question how he can draw an equivalence between such an 
act taking place here and such an act taking place in Israel when it comes to a 
proportionate response to bring the perpetrators to justice? When Hamas and terrorists 
are throwing rockets over the border and on to innocent civilians and when Hamas itself 
sees Israeli teenagers as legitimate targets for terrorist attacks, how can we draw any 
equivalence when it comes to the response? 

Hugh Robertson: The correct response as regards the war on terror, which we 
have faced in this country for many years through the threat from Irish 
republicans, is to target what we do very precisely, to avoid escalation and to 
abide by the rule of law. … 

James Morris: … does [the Minister] not agree that Israel faces a toxic combination of 
brutal terrorism, as revealed in this particular incident, and of rocket attacks from Gaza 
and that as a sovereign country it has the absolute right to defend and protect its citizens 
against these threats? 

Hugh Robertson: In a sense, I agree with both parts of my hon. Friend’s 
question. … but the point that I am making—do not get this wrong—is that it 
needs to do that in a way that precisely targets the response at those who are 
responsible for this action and not at a wider political aim. 

Guto Bebb: … what assurances can the Minister give me that the words of 
condemnation given by President Abbas to an international audience will be repeated for 
his domestic audience? 

Hugh Robertson: … I was in the west bank when it happened and the domestic 
price that President Abbas was paying for taking that stance internationally was 
abundantly clear. … 

Michael Ellis: Does the Minister agree that no moral equivalency can or should be 
drawn with other incidents? This was a deliberate and calculated abduction and murder 
of teenagers. Does he agree that such wickedness cannot go unpunished and will he 
and Her Majesty’s Government support the Israeli Government if they seek to dismantle 
the terrorist infrastructure of Hamas … 

Hugh Robertson: … an escalation of the crisis in that part of the world will serve 
only the men and women of violence on both sides. If there were to be a further 
escalation, that would absolutely play into the hands of all those who seek to 
sabotage the peace process and to pursue their aims through violence and not 
through peace. 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/debtext/14070
1-0001.htm#14070145000001  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
with reference to the briefing notes issued by the spokesperson for the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights dated 20 June 2014, on the legislative amendment 
before the Israeli Knesset relating to force-feeding and medical treatment of prisoners on 
hunger strike, what steps he is taking to ensure that international human rights and 
international humanitarian law human rights are upheld by all parties. [202068] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv met with an official from 
the Israeli Prime Minister’s office on 17 June and expressed our concern over the 
Bill. We are continuing to monitor developments. 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
with reference to the answer of 6 May 2014, Official Report, column 73W, on Israel, how 
many complaints about differential treatment of British nationals have been made since 
2010 by the UK embassy in Tel Aviv to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and on 
which dates. [202128] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have formally raised with 
the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) mistreatment of British nationals three 
times since 2010. They were on 7 January 2012; 19 December 2012 and 18 
March 2013. Our officials have to seek permission from the individual concerned 
before raising with the MFA, and not all individuals are willing to pursue this route. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is unable to interfere in the immigration 
policies or procedures of another country, but does raise cases of grave concern 
with the MFA. 

Kelvin Hopkins: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his policy is on sanctions against Israel; and what assessment he has made of the 
compliance of that policy with international law and relevant UN resolutions. [202145] 

Hugh Robertson: We have been clear that we oppose sanctions and boycotts on 
Israel, and do not believe such steps would promote progress towards a two-state 
solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We are satisfied that this position is 
consistent with our international obligations. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on how many of the recommendations made by 
UNICEF in its March 2013 report on children in Israeli military detention have been 
implemented by the government of Israeli; and what discussions he has had with his 
counterpart in Israel on the recommendations in that report that are yet to be 
implemented. [202234] 

Hugh Robertson: The Government has made no assessment on how many 
recommendations made by UNICEF have been taken forward by the Israeli 
authorities. However, we continue to urge the Israeli authorities to take action on 
the recommendations made in the UNICEF report, and the positive steps they 
have taken so far, and the earlier independent report by senior British lawyers. I 
wrote to the Israeli Attorney-General on this issue on 31 March 2014. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000018  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0
003.htm#14050638002398  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/debtext/140701-0001.htm#14070145000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/debtext/140701-0001.htm#14070145000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638002398
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638002398
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Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how many 
of the masterplans funded by her Department in Area C of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory have received full approval by the Israeli government; and how long the 
approval process took in each case. [201984] 

Mr Duncan: Only two of the 32 UK-funded masterplans have received full 
approval so far. The process to gain approval took approximately 27 months for 
each. We are urging the Government of Israel to accelerate the approval of the 
other plans in order to allow the development of Palestinian communities in Area 
C without the risk of demolition. 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development when the 
construction of the first infrastructure project funded by her Department in Area C of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory will commence. [201986] 

Mr Duncan: DFID and our partners are currently engaging with the Israeli 
authorities in order to accelerate the approval of UK-funded masterplans for 
Palestinian communities in Area C. These Palestinian plans provide the basis for 
sustainable development in Area C and reduce the risk of demolition. We continue 
to consider the full range of measures to continue our support for Palestinians in 
Area C. 

Mr Ward: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what assessment 
her Department has made of the adequacy of the level of food, fuel and medical supplies 
entering Gaza each day. [202616] 

Mr Duncan: Israeli movement and access restrictions, exacerbated by the closure 
of illegal smuggling tunnels between Gaza and Egypt, have led to serious 
shortages of fuel and medical supplies and have driven up the price of food. 71% 
of households in Gaza are either food insecure or vulnerable to food insecurity. 
The World Health Organisation estimates that 29% of drugs are at zero stock 
(less than one month’s supply). Due to severe shortages of fuel, Gaza’s power 
plant operates at half its capacity, triggering power outages of up to 12 hours per 
day and sometimes shutting down completely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000011 
 

Palestinians 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to his counterparts in the Israeli government 
about the treatment of Palestinian child detainees in Israel. [202103] 

Hugh Robertson: The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Epsom and Ewell (Chris Grayling), raised the 
treatment of child detainees with the Israeli Supreme Court President during his 
visit to Israel in May. I wrote to the Israeli Attorney-General on this issue on 31 
March 2014. 

Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the UK will support the request from the Palestinian Authority for an emergency 
session of the UN Security Council on the treatment of Palestinian detainees. [202109] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK is concerned about the situation of Palestinians in 
Israeli detention, and we raise this issue regularly with the Israeli authorities. 
However, the Palestinian Authority has not made a formal request for an 
emergency session of the UN Security Council to address this issue. 

Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the release of Eyal Yifrah, Gilad Sha'ar and Naftali 
Frenkel, who were abducted in the West Bank on 12 June 2014. [202606] 

Hugh Robertson: As of 30 June, we have received no reports that the three 
kidnapped Israeli teenagers have been released. 

Mr Ward: To ask the Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs  what  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000011
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progress he has made in ensuring that Palestinian children are interrogated only in the 
presence of their parents and lawyers. [202608] 

Hugh Robertson: The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Epsom and Ewell (Chris Grayling), raised the 
treatment of child detainees with the Israeli Supreme Court President during his 
visit to Israel in May. 
As a recent progress report by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
indicates, Israel has taken some positive steps towards addressing the 
recommendations in UNICEF’s Children in Israeli Military Detention report. These 
include the introduction of legal obligations to inform the child’s parents of an 
arrest and grant them legal status to be represented in court, as well as to notify 
minors of their legal rights, and standard operating procedures on methods of 
restraint. We will continue to work, both through bilateral engagement and through 
the EU, to encourage Israel to take further positive steps. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the three Israeli teenagers kidnapped in the West 
Bank on 12 June 2014; and what steps he has taken to secure their release. [202712] 

Hugh Robertson: I refer my hon. Friend to my answer of 26 June 2014, Official 
Report, column 258W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000023  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0
001.htm#14062696000016  
 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
of Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territory is covered by approved masterplans. 
[201985] 

Mr Duncan: Palestinian masterplans developed by the International Peace and 
Cooperation Centre (IPCC) cover approximately 0.4% of Area C. To date, only 
two of these have been approved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000010  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 19 June 2014, Official Report, column 710W, on Palestinians, 
what response Prime Minister Netanyahu's office made on the issue of demolitions in 
East Jerusalem or the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [202651] 

Hugh Robertson: Prime Minister Netanyahu's office informed our officials that 
demolitions take place where building has occurred without a permit from the 
Israeli authorities. And that—as per the Oslo accords—Israel has planning 
authority over these areas. They also said that they therefore have the right to 
evict people and demolish structures, where they consider building to have taken 
place illegally under Israeli law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000022  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0
002.htm#14061968000130  
 

Middle East 
Paul Flynn:  To ask the  Secretary  of  State  for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0001.htm#14062696000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0001.htm#14062696000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140619/text/140619w0002.htm#14061968000130
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often the official Envoy of the Quartet on the Middle East reports back to the Quartet 
constituent parties; what form that reporting takes; if he will publish a URL link to 
published outputs of the Envoy's work; how many visits the Envoy has made to the 
Middle East since his appointment in June 2007; how many of these visits were to (a) 
Israel, (b) the West Bank Palestinian Territories and (c) the Gaza Palestinian Territories; 
and what the annual cost to the UK has been of supporting the office and travel of the 
Envoy. [202106] 

Hugh Robertson: We do not collect information on how often the official Envoy of 
the Quartet reports back to the United Nations, the United States and Russia. The 
Envoy regularly reports back on his work to the European Union and its member 
states and we remain in close contact with him. This is in the form of meetings 
with Ministers and senior officials and the sharing of reports. The Office of the 
Quartet Representative’s website, which contains information about the published 
outputs of the Envoy’s work, is: http://www.quartetrep.org/  
We do not collect information on how many visits of the Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Quartet has made. This type of information is not held centrally. 
The Government does not provide any financial contribution towards maintaining 
the Office of the Quartet Representative (OQR) or towards the Envoys travel. 
However, the Department for International Development (DFID) currently seconds 
two civil servants to the Office of the Quartet Representative in Jerusalem, the 
cost of which for 2013-14 was £257,885. 

Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the implications for the Middle East peace process of then-
Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh's statement in April 2014 that kidnapping Israelis 
was a top priority on the agenda of Hamas and the Palestinian resistance. [202235] 

Hugh Robertson: The statement made by the then-Hamas Prime Minister in April 
2014 was deplorable and only serves to perpetuate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
The new Palestinian interim technocratic government contains no Hamas 
members, and has signed up to the international community's principles: non-
violence, a negotiated two state solution, and an acceptance of all previous 
agreements and obligations, including Israel's legitimate right to exist. We now 
look to the new government to demonstrate these commitments through its 
actions as well as its words. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0
004.htm#14070193000020 
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Middle East Peace Process 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My Lords, with the leave of 
the House, I should like to repeat as a Statement the Answer given to an Urgent 
Question in the other place … 

 

Lord Bach: … Every Member of your Lordships’ House will be saddened by this awful 
news. The suffering of the families will, of course, be unbearable and the nation of Israel 
and millions more around the world will be in mourning. I ask the noble Baroness three 
short questions. First, will she set out in a little more detail what contacts there have been 
with the Israeli and Palestinian Governments in the past 24 hours? Secondly, what 
assessment have our Government made of the impact these latest tensions are likely to 
have on the Palestinian unity Government and the Israeli Government’s policy towards 
them? Lastly, do the Government agree—I am sure that they do—with the United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General Jeffrey Feltman that both Israelis and Palestinians 
should exercise maximum restraint to prevent tensions escalating further? 

 
 

http://www.quartetrep.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140701/text/140701w0004.htm#14070193000020
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Baroness Warsi: … I can confirm that the Minister with responsibility for the 
Middle East, Hugh Robertson, spoke to Minister Livni earlier today. The Home 
Secretary has been there this week and contact was planned today for the 
Foreign Minister to speak to his opposite number and a potential Prime Ministers’ 
call as well. The Foreign Secretary met the Security Minister recently. As for the 
impact on the unity Government, noble Lords will be aware that the unity 
Government were formed last month and that Government, who do not include 
members of Hamas, made very clear their commitment to the quartet principles. I 
agree with United Nations Under-Secretary-General Feltman. It is important that 
both sides exercise maximum restraint in their response to this matter. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … I wonder whether, in those contacts, her colleague 
the Minister has discussed with both sides the importance of proportionality. Find the 
murderers, the perpetrators of this act, and bring them to justice, yes; but it is hugely 
important that the unity Government and the peace process should not be imperilled at 
this time of justifiable anger on the part of the Israelis. Will she take away the idea that, at 
the end of this, both nations will have to live together? 

Baroness Warsi: We have to accept that this kidnapping has consumed Israeli 
society over the past 18 days and therefore our thoughts are, of course, with the 
families and the friends of the young men who have lost their lives. However, it is 
important that all efforts should be directed at finding the perpetrators and nothing 
wider. That is the message that we are emphasising in our discussions. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, there can be no justification for kidnapping or 
murder, but can the noble Baroness assure the House that the European Union, as a 
member of the quartet, is urging the Israelis to avoid any retaliation, which will only 
increase the suffering, humiliation and deprivation of the populations of Gaza and the 
West Bank and can only reduce the already very slender chances of achieving a peace 
process? 

Baroness Warsi: The noble Lord makes an important point and he will be aware, 
as others are, that in the operation in response to the kidnapping of these 
teenagers, 400 Palestinians have been arrested, seven Palestinians have lost 
their lives and more than 1,000 homes have been searched. For that reason, we 
are making it clear that it is important that the response to this matter is 
specifically targeted and done in a way that avoids escalation. 

Lord Campbell-Savours: Do the Government equally condemn the actions of the Israeli 
troops who recently killed two young Palestinian boys who were peacefully 
demonstrating in the West Bank of the Jordan? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the Government equally condemn the deaths on the 
Palestinian side. We can probably say that the one thing that unites both sides is 
the way in which families grieve for their young ones. We must make it clear that 
there can be no hierarchy of victimhood in this dispute and that whichever side 
loses a child, it is equally condemnable. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: My Lords, more than two weeks ago, when the three non-
combatant young men were kidnapped, the result on the streets of Gaza City was 
celebrations and jubilation at the kidnapping and a call from Hamas for more kidnapping. 
Can the Minister tell me how we can try to stop this horrendous escalation of kidnapping, 
which is of no benefit to anybody in that area? 

Baroness Warsi: … we have been quite heartened by President Abbas’s 
approach to this matter, including his speech in Riyadh 10 days ago, the full 
security co-operation of the technocratic Government … and the statement last 
night. We can take great comfort from the fact that President Abbas has 
responded in a positive way and one that has de-escalated the situation. 

The Lord Bishop of Derby:… an inevitable reaction to grief, especially with the death of 
the young, is anger. Yet grief is something that is never handled by anger; it requires 
time for reflection, engagement and a deeper kind of approach to the issue at stake. Can 
the Minister assure us that, in our work to seek peace,  we will do  everything  we  can  to  
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mitigate the knee-jerk reaction of anger and invite people to think more deeply about the 
human content of grief and how to deal with it? 

Baroness Warsi: We will of course do that. The right reverend Prelate makes 
important points, but I think he would also say—and on a very personal basis, I 
acknowledge this as a mother—that it must be incredibly difficult to reach that 
second phase when you have just lost your children. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: My Lords, the Minister is quite right to refer to 
this as an appalling act of terror. However, she has also pointed out on recent occasions 
that the window is closing on the viability of the Middle East peace process. I wonder 
whether the Minister could come back to the point of the Question, which is about the 
impact on the Middle East peace process, and what she and the Government see as the 
next positive step that might be taken in that process. 

Baroness Warsi: … there is no doubt that the events of the last two or three 
weeks have made it much harder to reopen negotiations and, indeed, to start 
some meaningful conversations. However, I go back to what I have said on many 
occasions at this Dispatch Box: the two-state solution is the only long-term 
solution that will bring a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable, flourishing 
Palestinian state. 

Baroness Hayman: Does the Minister agree that it is a tragedy for both peoples, whom it 
has been shown over the years support a peaceful two-state solution, that they have 
been let down by their leaderships being incapable of taking their countries to that point? 
In terms of the people concerned, the Minister mentioned the grief of parents, which is 
the same whether you are Israeli or Palestinian. Will she take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to the bereaved parents on both sides who have been active in the peace 
process? 

Baroness Warsi: I of course pay tribute to the bereaved parents on both sides, 
Palestinian and Israeli, who have lost their children. The natural order is for 
children to bury their parents, not for parents to bury their children. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701-
0001.htm#14070152000300  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have sought advice 
concerning the legality of current Israeli military action in the West Bank; and, if so, what 
conclusions they have drawn.[HL521] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
consider Israel to be an occupying power, which therefore has obligations to the 
local population under the Fourth Geneva Convention. We have not however 
formed a definitive legal view on the legality of current Israeli military actions. 

Baroness Tonge; To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the reported death of Mohammed 
Dudeen.[HL523] 

Baroness Warsi: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have raised our 
concerns over this case with the Israeli National Security Council. The Israeli 
authorities have said they will investigate the shooting. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#140
70157000462  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they and the European  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701-0001.htm#14070152000300
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701-0001.htm#14070152000300
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#14070157000462
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#14070157000462
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Union intend to have with the government of Israel, the Palestinian Authority and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation to prepare for the Palestinian elections; and whether 
the position of imprisoned members of the Palestinian Legislative Council will be 
discussed.[HL493] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The UK and EU will continue to engage with the Government of Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian Liberation Organisation to discuss the 
prospects of the elections, including participation. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government when they last discussed with the 
government of Israel progress on United Nations-funded projects in Gaza (1) for which 
clearance has been given, and (2) for which clearance is awaited; and with what 
result.[HL496] 

Baroness Warsi: We remain concerned at the impact of Israeli restrictions on 
private sector and humanitarian construction. We press Israel, as the Occupying 
Power, to ease its restrictions – including on construction materials - on Gaza, 
stressing the damage that those restrictions are doing to the living standards of 
ordinary Palestinians and that supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in 
Israel’s long-term interests. Officials in Tel Aviv discussed UN reconstruction 
projects in Gaza with the Israeli authorities in April 2014. Subsequently United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine (UNRWA) received re-approval 
from the Israeli authorities for eight previously approved construction projects. In 
addition one new project was approved. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
ensure that the search for the missing Israeli teenagers does not result in the use of live 
ammunition against Palestinian children. [HL522] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government continues to raise with Israel the need for a 
proportionate response to the kidnappings of the three Israel teenagers, and calls 
on both sides to avoid any actions which could further exacerbate current 
tensions. As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), said in his 
statement of 15 June “It is vital that all security operations are conducted with due 
care and proportionate use of force.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#140
70157000466  

 
 

House of Commons International Development Committee 

Report: UK Support for Humanitarian Relief in the Middle East 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/248/248.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN urges ‘maximum restraint’ as tensions rise after missing Israeli teens found 
dead 
… “I call on all sides to avoid steps that can further exacerbate an already tense 
atmosphere,” Robert Serry, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
said in a statement. He emphasized that the perpetrators must be brought to justice, “as 
any association with or support for terror or violence must be rejected and will have 
consequences for those concerned.” 
“In this regard, I continue to be deeply troubled by statements from Hamas 
representatives suggesting support for this heinous act,” … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#14070157000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140701w0001.htm#14070157000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmintdev/248/248.pdf


 14

 

According to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, a Palestinian 
teenager was killed overnight by Israeli forces in the northern West Bank, bringing to 7 
the number of Palestinians killed in the area, including 3 teenagers, since 12 June. Also, 
last night, at least 6 Palestinians were injured by Israeli forces in the West Bank. OHCHR 
has also noted an increase in rocket fire from the Gaza Strip and air and sea strikes by 
Israeli forces in Gaza, additional movement restrictions and incidents of settler violence 
in the West Bank. … 
Meanwhile, in its own press statement, UNICEF condemned the abduction and killing of 
the Israeli teens, and added: “This latest act of violence is a tragic and terrible reminder 
of the toll that senseless hatred is taking on both Israeli and Palestinian children. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48179#.U7QYRI2Swbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_73970.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48179#.U7QYRI2Swbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf
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