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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Education: British Values 
col 1407  Baroness Flather: … From the beginning to the middle of the 1980s, an 
inquiry into the education of children from ethnic minorities was set up. … At the time we 
had only Catholic, Anglican and Jewish schools. The Swann Committee suggested that 
even these should be phased out. The reason for Anglican schools was that they were 
the only ones that provided education for poor children. The reason for Jewish and 
Catholic schools was that many schools did not take Jews or Catholics. All that had 
changed and there was no longer a particular need for faith schools, so they should be 
phased out. … 
But what are we doing now? We are separating them ad infinitum: between this faith and 
that faith. I know that the noble Lord, Lord Sheikh, says that children should be taught 
faith values. They can be taught faith values, but at home. They should be taught faith 
values in their churches, temples and synagogues. This is not the schools’ job to teach 
faith. It is the schools’ job to teach non-faith values: values that are universal. That has 
been mentioned and it is the way forward. … 

 

col 1410  Baroness Afshar: … It seems to me that the values that have emerged from 
today’s discussions are actually very much to do with toleration. Perhaps we should 
move on from toleration. It is the fact that we are being tolerated that undermines many 
of us who are otherised by this label of toleration. …  

 

col 1413  Baroness King of Bow: … faith schools, while often delivering excellent 
academic results, have sometimes unintentionally become places that increase de facto 
religious and racial segregation. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140626-
0002.htm#14062668000486  
 
 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Mrs 
Helen Grant): The remaining provisions of the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 
(the Act) will come into force on 10 December 2014,  subject  to  parliamentary  approval.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140626-0002.htm#14062668000486
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140626-0002.htm#14062668000486
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These provisions include section 9 of the Act which provides for the conversion of civil 
partnership into marriage and schedule 5 of the Act which makes provisions concerning 
married persons or civil partners who change their legal gender. The Government has 
also today published: 
a consultation on marriage according to the usages of non-religious belief organisations, 
as required by section 14 of the Act. The consultation is available on the Ministry of 
Justice website at: https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-
non-religious-belief-organisations. 
the report on the conclusions of the review of civil partnership in England and Wales, as 
required by section 15 of the Act. The report is available on the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-
on-the-future-of-civil-partnership-in-england-and-wales. 
the report on the review of survivor benefits under occupational pension schemes, as 
required by section 16 of the Act. The report is available on the Department for Work and 
Pensions website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupational-pension-
schemes-review-of-survivor-benefits. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/wmstext/14062
6m0001.htm#14062669000005  
 
 

Charity Commission 

Commission announces names of charities which entered class inquiry in 2014 
The Commission is making public the names of the charities, with a last reported income 
of £250,000 and over, that have failed to file annual documents for two or more years, 
and that have gone into the class inquiry in 2014 to date. 
[the list includes] 
Chessed L'yisroel Ltd (1075893)  
Bfon Trust (1112466) 
Chevras Machzikei Mesifta (1104022) 
Vyoel Moshe Charitable Trust (327054) 
Bais Yakov Institutions (GUR) Bnei Brak (1025262)  
The Rav Chesed Trust (803758)  
Torah Vachesed Le'ezra Vesad (1003704)  
Academy for Talmudical Research (Kolel Harabanim) (526665)  
Beis Aharon Trust Ltd (1010420)  
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/reporting-our-regulatory-
work/public-statements-on-live-cases/commission-announces-names-of-charities-which-
entered-class-inquiry-in-2014/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what most recent reports he has received on the three Israeli teenagers kidnapped on 
the West Bank on 12 June 2014; what recent steps he has taken to help secure their 
release; what representations he has made regarding this matter; and if he will make a 
statement. [201532] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office receives daily  updates  
 

https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-organisations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-future-of-civil-partnership-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-future-of-civil-partnership-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupational-pension-schemes-review-of-survivor-benefits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/occupational-pension-schemes-review-of-survivor-benefits
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/wmstext/140626m0001.htm#14062669000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/wmstext/140626m0001.htm#14062669000005
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/reporting-our-regulatory-work/public-statements-on-live-cases/commission-announces-names-of-charities-which-entered-class-inquiry-in-2014/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/reporting-our-regulatory-work/public-statements-on-live-cases/commission-announces-names-of-charities-which-entered-class-inquiry-in-2014/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/reporting-our-regulatory-work/public-statements-on-live-cases/commission-announces-names-of-charities-which-entered-class-inquiry-in-2014/
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from our posts in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. We have offered practical support. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), spoke to the Israeli Foreign 
Minister on 17 June about this issue. I also discussed this issue with both Israeli 
and Palestinian authorities during my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories between 18-19 June. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0
001.htm#14062696000016  
 
 

United Nations 

UN human rights experts urge Israel not to legalize force-feeding 
The independent United Nations experts dealing with torture and the right to health today 
urged the Israeli parliament not to authorize the force-feeding and medical treatment of 
prisoners on hunger strike against their will. …  
“It is not acceptable to force-feed or use threats of force-feeding or other physical or 
psychological coercion against individuals who have opted for the extreme recourse of a 
hunger strike to protest against their detention without charge and conditions of detention 
and treatment,” Mr. Méndez said … “The desire of the inmates not to eat must be 
respected for as long as it is clear that they are making that choice voluntarily. Even if it 
is intended for the benefit of the detainees, feeding induced by threats, coercion, force or 
use of physical restraints are tantamount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment,” he 
added. 
The news release noted that the proposed amendments would also oblige doctors who 
refuse to carry out forced feeding to identify a colleague who would agree to perform 
such measures. This would place an obligation on doctors to act contrary to their 
professional code of ethics. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48128#.U62Gf42Swbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

States must step up efforts to counter racism on the Internet and social media 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, Mutuma 
Ruteere, on Thursday highlighted the issue of racism on the Internet and social media, 
while warning that the rise of extremist political parties and groups poses a threat to 
democracy and human rights. 
“The Internet serves as a formidable vehicle for the exercise of free speech, but it also 
provides a powerful platform for the rapid dissemination of racist ideas, ideologies and 
incitement to hatred,” the Special Rapporteur emphasized as he presented his annual 
report to the Human Rights Council … “Civil society initiatives are also essential in the 
fight against racism and hate speech on the Internet and social media,” … The Special 
Rapporteur called on Internet service providers and social media platforms to “issue clear 
and transparent policies regarding racism, xenophobia, and other hate speech and to 
include them in their terms of service.”  … 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14790&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0001.htm#14062696000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140626/text/140626w0001.htm#14062696000016
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14770&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48128#.U62Gf42Swbc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14790&LangID=E
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
** Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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