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Home Affairs 

Farm Animal Welfare Committee 

Evidence and the Welfare of Farmed Animals Part 1: The Evidence Base 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Evidence-and-the-Welfare-of-Farmed-Animals-Part-I-
The-Evidence-Base.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Religious and Ethnic Minority Groups 
(AQW 33878/11-15) Mike Nesbitt: To ask the Minister for Social Development what 
financial, or other, support is available from his Department for religious and ethnic 
minority groups. 

Mr McCausland: My Department provides funding to the Churches Community 
Work Alliance to enable it to deliver generic faith-based community development 
services to groups across Northern Ireland, including those from an ethnic 
minority background. Additionally, in 2010 the Community Faiths’ Forum was 
established to bring together representatives from Christian and non Christian 
backgrounds to discuss social and community issues. This Forum contains 
representation from Bahai, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faiths 
alongside members from various Christian traditions. 
Through the Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy funding is provided where a priority 
need for action is identified within local Neighbourhood Renewal Action Plans and 
where resources are available. … 

To read the full answer see 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/writtensearchresults.aspx?&qf=0&qfv=1&ref=AQ
W%2033878/11-15  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with their European partners with regard to listing Israeli settler groups such as Hilltop 
Youth as terrorist groups, following the United States State Department’s description of 
recent settler acts of violence as terrorist incidents.[HL321] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): We do not routinely comment on whether an organisation is or is not 
under consideration for proscription. 
A decision to proscribe an organisation must be based on a belief that it is 
concerned in terrorism as defined in the Terrorism Act 2000, and it must be 
proportionate.  The list of proscribed terrorist organisations can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301
777/Proscribed OrganisationsApril14.pdf 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140623w0001.htm#140
62327000524  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
promote the education of United Kingdom citizens about the events of 1948 in 
Palestine.[HL277] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash) (Con): 
The new national curriculum for history, to be taught in maintained schools in 
England from September 2014, requires that 11-14 year olds be taught about the 
challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world from 1901 to the present day. 
This can cover Britain’s place in the world since 1945, including the events of 
1948 in Palestine. It is for schools to decide what to teach and how to teach it. In 
accordance with Section 407 of the Education Act 1996, we would expect that the 
teaching of any issue in schools be consistent with the principles of balance and 
objectivity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140623w0001.htm#140
62327000530  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

William Hague offers sympathy on Israeli death by Syrian fire 
Foreign Secretary William Hague expressed his deep condolences and sympathies to 
Israel about the death of an Israeli teenager killed by fire from Syria. Mohammed Karkara 
was killed on June 22 when the truck in which he was travelling in the Golan Heights was 
hit by fire from Syria. 
William Hague said: 
I was deeply saddened to hear about the death of Mohammed Karkara in the Golan 
Heights, the first Israeli citizen to die as a result of Syrian fire since the outbreak of the 
Syrian civil war. Our thoughts are with his family and friends. The violence of the Assad 
regime has claimed far too many innocent victims. 
Overspill from the Syrian conflict is having a seriously destabilising effect on the region as 
a whole. A swift political settlement to end the conflict is vital. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/william-hague-offers-sympathy-on-israeli-death-by-
syrian-fire  
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William Hague concerned over deaths of Palestinians in the West Bank 
The Foreign Secretary William Hague said: 
I remain deeply concerned by the abduction of three Israeli youths in the West Bank. I 
appeal to those who are able to bring about the release of the Israeli youths to take 
urgent action to do so. 
In my statement of 15 June, I said I hoped that escalation could be avoided. Any death in 
conflict is regrettable. I was therefore deeply concerned to hear of the death of two 
Palestinians in the West Bank over the weekend, in addition to three deaths last week, 
tragically including children. It is vital that all security operations are conducted with due 
care and proportionate use of force. 
For the sake of the Israeli and Palestinian people, I urge all parties to avoid any actions 
which could https://www.gov.uk/government/news/william-hague-concerned-over-deaths-
of-palestinians-in-the-west-bank  further exacerbate current tensions. 
 
 

United Nations 

UN political chief urges restraint by Israelis, Palestinians amid volatility on the 
ground 
Amid a “critical” security situation on the ground, the United Nations political chief today 
called on Israelis and Palestinians to exercise maximum restraint and find a way to return 
to negotiations. … 
Regarding the situation in the West Bank, Mr. Feltman reported “significant” increases in 
the number of Palestinians detained, killed or injured since last month’s briefing, 
including an estimated 928 Palestinians detained during Israeli search and arrest 
operations. Twelve Israeli security forces personnel were also injured during the past 
month. 
Demolition of Palestinian structures and settler attacks were on the rise during the 
reporting period, while settlement activity – illegal under international law – continued 
apace, he added. 
Meanwhile, in Gaza, the prevailing calm started unravelling, especially following the 
abduction of the Israeli youth. In addition, the persisting dire socio-economic situation 
resulting from a tightened access regime and continued violence has seriously 
complicated the prospects for the new government of national consensus in assuming its 
functions and delivering tangible improvements to the lives of Gazans. 
“Both sides have a responsibility to exercise maximum restraint in order to contain what 
has rapidly developed into a critical security situation on the ground, to restore the calm 
and to see opportunities to return to a negotiating process,” Mr. Feltman stressed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48105#.U6mfqo2Swbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

