
 1

 

15 May 2014
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre Briefing 

Marriage of same sex couples across the UK: What’s the same and what’s different? 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_14-33.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take to 
secure compensation for the European Union-funded humanitarian housing shelters 
close to Ma’ale Adumim, which were demolished by Israeli authorities on 9 
April.[HL6953] 

Baroness Northover: Any decision to respond to these demolitions would be 
taken by the EU rather than the UK. We and our EU partners regularly lobby 
Israel against the demolition of Palestinian homes and infrastructure and forced 
transfer of population in Area C and East Jerusalem. Officials most recently raised 
the issue of demolitions with the office of Prime Minister Netanyahu on 1 May. On 
5 May the EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a statement 
condemning recent home demolitions and evictions of Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and urging Israel against such actions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#140
51464000650 
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take, 
other than increasing the aid budget, to reduce food insecurity and unemployment in the 
Gaza Strip.[HL6951] 

Baroness Northover: UK support to Gaza includes providing food vouchers to 
5,750 households. Our support provides work and an income to 5,300 vulnerable 
refugees in Gaza, and short term placements to boost the skills and employability 
of around 1,000 refugee  women.  We  provide  long  term,  predictable  support to  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_14-33.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#14051464000650
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#14051464000650


 2

 

UNRWA’s General Fund, around 33% of which is spent in Gaza. Our support to 
the UN Access Coordination Unit helps 24 UN agencies and 90 INGOs get aid 
and goods into Gaza. Through our programme we are also helping to develop the 
Palestinian private sector. Movement and access restrictions prevent sustainable 
recovery of the Palestinian economy, so we continue to press the Government of 
Israel to ease those restrictions and allow the export of goods from Gaza to Israel 
and transfers to the West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#140
51464000631 
 
 

Downing Street 

PM meets President Abbas 
… President Abbas outlined his plans for a new, technocratic Palestinian government, 
committed to the Quartet principles, including non-violence and the recognition of Israel. 
He also expressed his readiness to resume peace talks with Israel and his hope that this 
could be achieved rapidly. 
The Prime Minister reiterated our support for a two-state solution and the UK’s support to 
the Palestinian Authority. He urged progress towards securing the rapid resumption of 
peace talks, which remain the only viable route to a lasting solution. 
The Prime Minister also expressed his desire to build on the economic progress in the 
Palestinian territories, particularly in the West Bank. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meets-president-abbas  
 
 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Nick Clegg meets President Abbas 
… Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg said: As always, I am in admiration of President 
Abbas for his courage and determination to maintain talks on the peace process. The UK 
remains fully behind the effort to create a strong and stable sovereign Palestinian state 
and a safe and secure Israel. 
Peace is the only solution, and I urge all sides to overcome the barriers in the way of that. 
I share the President’s ongoing concerns about the need to halt the building of new 
settlements. 
We continue to throw our full support behind the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations process, 
with a view to securing a real and lasting peace for the region. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nick-clegg-meets-president-abbas  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#14051464000631
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140514w0001.htm#14051464000631
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meets-president-abbas
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nick-clegg-meets-president-abbas
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140514/debtext/14051
4-0004.htm#14051476000010  
 
** Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 

This Bill was withdrawn and will not progress any further. 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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