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Holocaust 

House of Commons Debate 

Rwandan Genocide 
includes: 
col 364  Graham Jones: … I was told that at the peak of the killing, the Hutu militia and 
the Government forces were killing more daily than the Nazis ever achieved in the 
holocaust, with an average of 10,000 Tutsis murdered a day. …  
First, as with Nazi Germany, many educated people were the instigators of genocide. 
Secondly, identity politics led directly to a rationale that inhumanity was a justified 
response. Thirdly, the media played a crucial role, whereby politics of identity were 
openly played out in an ever-increasing measure. … the language of hate may be 
moderated at first, but it is unadulterated in its finale. The language goes from, “These 
people cause problems” to what we got in Rwanda, which was “Those people are 
cockroaches and animals.” So, fourthly, we have to be careful about what we say in the 
United Kingdom, because when we visit Rwanda it is easy to see some of what 
happened there in the current discourse among British citizens now. The first steps that 
the German and Rwandan people accepted as legitimate concerns—on the path to 
genocide—are put to British people in debate right now by certain political parties, and 
we ought to be mindful of that. …  

 

col 372  Stephen Twigg: … The Aegis Trust is a remarkable organisation, set up 
originally by a family … whose first act was to establish the holocaust memorial in this 
country known as Beth Shalom. The Smith family are a Christian family who visited Yad 
Vashem in Israel, saw the holocaust memorial there and made the decision to establish a 
similar memorial in this country. They used their own home to provide that museum, 
which educates thousands of young people every year on the horrors of the Nazi 
holocaust and other genocides and mass atrocities. 
After the family had run the holocaust memorial for some years, a number of people 
asked them, “What about what is happening now? What about other genocides that have 
happened since the holocaust?” They therefore decided to set up the Aegis Trust to 
remember what had happened in Rwanda, Cambodia and elsewhere, and crucially to 
work for the prevention of further genocides and mass atrocities. … 

 

col 384  Ian Lucas: … When I visited I saw the genocide memorial and spoke to 
survivors, and I was profoundly shocked by the systematic killing that had taken place. 
Indeed, the systematic nature of it put me in mind of the holocaust and my visits to Yad 
Vashem and subsequently to Auschwitz, and it shocked me most profoundly. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/14050
8-0003.htm#14050889000002  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/140508-0003.htm#14050889000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/140508-0003.htm#14050889000002
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col 384 (cont)  Ian Lucas: … That the holocaust happened is a stain on human history, 
and that the Rwandan genocide happened subsequently is the most compelling reason 
for combining the holocaust memorial movement with highlighting the detail of the 
Rwandan genocide. Of course, that is what is happening through groups such as the all-
party group for the prevention of genocide and crimes against humanity … I attended a 
Holocaust memorial day event at which a Rwandan survivor gave an account of what 
had happened in Rwanda, which was very powerful. I commend people from Rwanda 
and holocaust survivors for working together in that way and getting across the message 
that this is something that happened twice, as well as on other occasions that we know 
about in recent history. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/14050
8-0004.htm 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
estimate she has made of the additional costs resulting from Israeli border, access and 
planning controls to UK-funded development projects in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. [197380] 

Mr Duncan: No such assessment has been possible. UK aid helps to finance the 
Palestinian Authority’s fiscal deficit, which would significantly decrease if Israeli 
movement and access restrictions in the OPTs were lifted. The World Bank 
estimates that if Israeli restrictions were lifted in ‘Area C’ of the west bank alone, 
the Palestinian economy would expand by more than a third and potentially would 
not require international donor assistance. 

Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
discussions she has had with the European Commission and her counterparts in EU 
member states on compensation requests to Israeli authorities for EU-funded aid projects 
demolished by the Israeli authorities. [197408] 

Mr Duncan: DFID and the EU regularly lobby Israel against the illegal demolition 
of Palestinian homes and infrastructure, and the forced transfer of people in Area 
C and East Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0
002.htm#140508102000072  
 

Middle East 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
active steps his (a) Department has taken and plans to take to facilitate the convening of 
a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons. 
[197556] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK is fully committed to convening a Conference on the 
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other 
weapons of mass destruction as soon as possible, in line with the 2010 Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference Action Plan. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), Ministers and officials have discussed the 
Conference with their counterparts from the region, and will continue to do so. 
Officials have attended, and supported, recent informal consultations between the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/140508-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/debtext/140508-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0002.htm#140508102000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0002.htm#140508102000072
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Facilitator and states of the region at Glion in Switzerland, and will engage in 
future informal consultations to build agreement. The UK continues to provide 
financial support for the work of the Facilitator, Finnish Under Secretary of State 
Jaakko Laajava. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0
002.htm#140508102000074 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council/General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (David Lidington): … Ministers will discuss the latest 
developments in the middle east peace process. Conclusions should focus on urging 
both sides to avoid any steps which would make a return to talks more difficult and find 
the common ground and political strength to resume negotiations. This should include 
reiterating support for Secretary Kerry’s efforts, and highlighting the dividends of peace, 
such as the EU’s offer of special privileged partnerships. Trying to apportion blame for 
the breakdown in talks would be unhelpful. On the subject of the reconciliation deal, the 
EU should stand ready to engage with any Palestinian Government which upholds the 
principle of non-violence, remains committed to achieving a negotiated two-state 
solution, and accepts all previously accepted agreements and obligations, including 
recognising Israel’s legitimate right to exist. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140507/wmstext/14050
7m0001.htm#14050754000003  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Ping Pong: Lords consideration of Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140507-
0001.htm#14050785000688  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0208/amend/pbc2080805a.2017.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0002.htm#140508102000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140508/text/140508w0002.htm#140508102000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140507/wmstext/140507m0001.htm#14050754000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140507/wmstext/140507m0001.htm#14050754000003
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140507-0001.htm#14050785000688
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140507-0001.htm#14050785000688
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0208/amend/pbc2080805a.2017.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0208/amend/pbc2080805a.2017.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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