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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Islam 
Lord Blencathra: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what criteria they apply in selecting 
members of the Muslim community to consult; and whether the Home Office has 
employed or consulted advisers who believe in the creation of an Islamic state in the 
United Kingdom by non-violent means.[HL1740] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Bates): As 
stated in the Prevent Strategy, and reinforced in the report of the Prime Minister’s 
Extremism Task Force in December 2013, the Government will not engage with 
people, from any background, who engage in vocal or active opposition to 
fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. By contrast, the 
Government does set great value to the wide range of people from many different 
British Muslim groups and mosques with whom we do work. Last year, for 
example, Prevent local coordinators in our 30 Prevent priority areas worked with 
over 250 mosques, 50 faith groups and 70 community groups as part of their work 
to help people recognise and challenge extremist propaganda and support those 
who may be vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#140
9221000554  
 
 

All-Party Parliamentary Group on Beef and Lamb 

Meat Slaughtered in Accordance with Religious Rites 
http://www.neilparish.co.uk/sites/www.neilparish.co.uk/files/beef_and_lamb_appg_-
_inquiry_into_meat_slaughtered_in_accordance_with_re....pdf  
 
 

Downing Street 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 2014: David Cameron's message 
I want to send my best wishes to everyone in Britain and around the world marking Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000554
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000554
http://www.neilparish.co.uk/sites/www.neilparish.co.uk/files/beef_and_lamb_appg_-_inquiry_into_meat_slaughtered_in_accordance_with_re....pdf
http://www.neilparish.co.uk/sites/www.neilparish.co.uk/files/beef_and_lamb_appg_-_inquiry_into_meat_slaughtered_in_accordance_with_re....pdf
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These High Holy Days give us a chance to look back – and to look forward. To look back 
at the immense contribution Jews make in Britain: excelling in every field, contributing in 
every community, and living by those values – of decency, tolerance, hard work and 
responsibility – that are so central to the Jewish faith and to British life. 
And they give us a chance to look forward to a future free from conflict and prejudice. 
That means lasting peace in the Middle East – a future where families don’t live in fear of 
rocket attacks. And it means wiping out prejudice in this country, because we will not 
tolerate anti-Semitism in Britain. No disagreements on politics or policy can ever justify 
racism or extremism in any form. As long as I’m Prime Minister, we will do everything we 
can to tackle this, and to ensure we learn the lessons of the past, as the Holocaust 
Commission, led by Mick Davis, is doing so effectively. 
Around the world, Britain stands for diversity and cohesiveness. When mosques came 
under attack, who helped defend them? British Jews. When a synagogue was under 
threat from closure, who helped save it? British Muslims. This says a lot about who we 
are in this country – and it’s something we can celebrate and build upon. 
So as we look back and look ahead, let me wish everyone a happy New Year. G’mar Tov 
and Shanah Tovah. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-and-yom-kippur-2014-david-
camerons-message  
 
 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Rosh Hashanah 2014: Nick Clegg message 
As the High Holidays start this September, I want to wish everyone celebrating Rosh 
Hashanah a happy and healthy New Year. 
I know that it means different things to different people. For many of you it’s spending 
time with your family and friends and promising yourself you’ll do more of that. It’s looking 
back at the challenges and achievements of the past year and looking forward to the next 
with enthusiasm and optimism. 
Whatever your commitment for the year ahead, I want you to know that my party and this 
coalition government are grateful for the difference you make. 
Jewish charities and voluntary organisations are admired across the country. Their many 
impressive achievements are only made possible by the thousands of people in the 
Jewish communities who give up their time. 
So good luck for everything that you do. 
Tzom Kal [easy fast] and Shanah Tovah Umetukah [a good and sweet year]. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2014-nick-clegg-message  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary’s Rosh Hashanah message 
As Rosh Hashanah approaches, I would like to extend my best wishes to the Jewish 
community in the UK and around the world as they prepare to celebrate the start of the 
Jewish New Year. I sincerely hope that the year ahead will deliver peace and security to 
Israel and all its neighbours. 
L’Shanah Tovah U’Metuka (a happy and sweet new year) to you and your families. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-rosh-hashanah-message--4  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-and-yom-kippur-2014-david-camerons-message
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-and-yom-kippur-2014-david-camerons-message
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2014-nick-clegg-message
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-rosh-hashanah-message--4
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Scottish Government 

Rosh HaShanah Message from the First Minister, Alex Salmond MSP 
"On behalf of the Scottish Government and the people of Scotland, I am delighted to wish 
you all 'shanah tovah', and to assure you of my continuing appreciation of the Jewish 
community's important and valuable contribution to making Scotland a stronger and more 
inclusive society – where all can live, work and worship without fear and in peace. 
"I am therefore pleased to assure you that as a Government we are committed to tackling 
discrimination wherever it occurs and will not tolerate any form of racial or religious 
prejudice. 
"Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are times for remembering, repentance and renewal – 
remembering the achievements of the past, repenting of the wrongs of the present, and 
renewing our own plans for a better future. 
"As you rest from work and gather together to worship, I wish you all 'shanah tovah 
umetukah' – a good and sweet new year." 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14ix_fm.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Iraq: Coalition Against ISIL 
col 1273  Jim Sheridan: … This hokey-cokey approach to international conflicts 
concerns many people who have just seen thousands of innocent Palestinians murdered 
while we stood on the sidelines. Will [Edward Miliband] confirm to the House that he will 
show the same commitment, and push for resources, to get a satisfactory conclusion in 
Palestine? 

 

Edward Miliband: I agree that it is right to speak out on these issues—and to speak out 
without fear or favour—and to pursue the two-state solution that we need. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/14092
6-0001.htm#1409266000001 
 

col 1334  Martin Horwood: … a long-term plan … should … apply across the region, 
where we should seek every opportunity to support moderate, democratic opinion—
including in Israel-Palestine, where we should give more support more consistently to 
Mahmoud Abbas, who is trying to pursue the path of peace, not of bombs, rockets and 
massacres. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/14092
6-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Debate 

Iraq 
col 1726  Baroness Uddin: … I find it worrying that our Government … have felt unable 
to condemn the brutal killings that took place at the hands of the Israeli military only last 
month and which cost the lives of 2,000 Muslim women, children and men. The 
Government were unable to utter even the word “disproportionate” when describing the 
meaningless slaughter and devastation, despite unequivocal condemnation and 
accusations of war crimes from the United Nations. I am mindful of the heartfelt concerns 
expressed by the noble Baroness, Lady Warsi, as she took the bold step of resigning 
from the Government, stating that the Government’s position on the crisis in Gaza was 
morally indefensible. …  
 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14ix_fm.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/140926-0001.htm#1409266000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/140926-0001.htm#1409266000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/140926-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140926/debtext/140926-0002.htm
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col 1734  Lord Stone of Blackheath: … I have been privileged to be in discussions over 
these past few months while I have been in Israel, the Palestinian Territories and Egypt. 
They have been developing a regional plan to end the war there in talks involving Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and Israel, whereby the first four of those—the local 
Arab countries—agree to demilitarise Gaza, with the promise of, say, $50 billion from 
donors to reconstruct and heal the strip for the benefit of all the people there, and to link 
this with projects in the West Bank. Israel then feels safe, and Gaza is therefore able to 
have a sea port, airport and open access. Then the Arab peace initiative, first proposed 
by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, becomes a real basis for Israel to be recognised by 22 
Arab countries, including Palestine; and for Israel to recognise Palestine. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel about the case of Ms Khalidah Jarrar, a member of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council; and what assessment they have made of the reasons 
why Israel seeks to expel her from Ramallah and exile her to Jericho.[HL1853] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): Officials in our Embassy in Tel Aviv routinely raise the rights of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails with the Israeli government. We have not 
raised this particular case, but understand that Khalidah Jarrar has been moved to 
Jericho under orders from an Israeli military court for security reasons. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the 
number of Palestinian Legislative Council members now imprisoned or detained in Israel; 
and whether they are making representations about the arrests of Mr Bassem al Za’areer 
from near Hebron on 22 August and of Mr Hisham Muhammad Abu Zgheib, Secretary-
General of Fatah in Tulkarem refugee camp, on 27 August.[HL1854] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government understands that there are 36 
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council being detained by the Israeli 
authorities. While we have not raised the specific cases of Mr al Za'areer and Mr 
Abu Zghieb with the Israeli authorities, officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv last 
raised the issue of Palestinian prisoners with the Israeli authorities on 7 
September. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#140
9221000555  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
the condition of the civilian population of Gaza in relation to hunger, shelter, clean water, 
sewage disposal, access to medicines and supply of electricity following Israeli military 
action in Gaza in recent months; and whether they will publish their 
assessment.[HL1816] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are gravely concerned by the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza where the damage sustained in the recent conflict has been 
unprecedented. More than 100,000 people have been left homeless, the UN 
estimates that only 10% of the population receives clean water daily, and many 
people face power cuts of up to 20 hours a day. DFID works closely with the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Human Affairs (OCHA), which 
manages the process of collecting, analysing and publishing information about the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza. The latest situation reports are published here: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/. DFID will continue to work with partners on the ground to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000555
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000555
http://www.ochaopt.org/
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monitor the situation and adapt our response accordingly. 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the level of humanitarian aid to 
Gaza from United Kingdom public funds has changed in the current financial year; and, if 
so, by how much.[HL1817] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: As part of our existing programme in support of 
Palestinian development, annual DFID funding to Gaza amounts to approximately 
£30 million year. In addition to this UK has been one of the biggest donors to the 
Gaza crisis, providing over £17 million in emergency assistance. We will continue 
to monitor the situation closely and keep our funding under review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#140
9221000563  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the official National Health 
Service medical team promised by the Prime Minister has yet reached Gaza; whether 
volunteer British doctors have been refused access to Gaza via Israel; and, if so, what 
action they are taking on the doctors’ behalf.[HL1852] 

Baroness Northover: A team of medical staff from the UK visited Gaza and East 
Jerusalem in August to assess the need for specialist medical support. A team 
was given access to Gaza via Israel to access medical facilities in both locations 
to assess capacity and recommend future UK assistance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0005.htm#140
9268000037  
 
 

United Nations General Assembly 

Statement by H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Abbas President of the State of Palestine 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
before United Nations General Assembly Sixty-ninth Session General Debate of 
the General Assembly 
… In this year, proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly as the International 
Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, Israel has chosen to make it a year of a 
new war of genocide perpetrated against the Palestinian people. … 
the occupying Power has chosen to defy the entire world by launching its war on Gaza, 
by which its jets and tanks brutally assassinated lives and devastated the homes, 
schools and dreams of thousands of Palestinian children, women and men and in reality 
destroying the remaining hopes for peace. … 
Here we find ourselves, full of grief, regret and bitterness, raising the same long-standing 
conclusions and questions after a new war, the third war waged by the racist occupying 
State in five years against Gaza … 
This last war against Gaza was a series o f absolute war crimes carried out before the 
eyes and ears of the entire world, moment by moment, in a manner that makes it 
inconceivable that anyone today can claim that they did not realize the magnitude and 
horror of the crime. … 
In the name of Palestine and its people, I affirm here today: we will not forget and we will 
not forgive, and we will not allow war criminals to escape punishment. … 
The future proposed by the Israeli government for the Palestinian people is at best 
isolated ghettos for Palestinians on fragmented lands, without borders and without 
sovereignty over its airspace, water and natural resources, which will be under the 
subjugation of the racist settlers and army of occupation, and at worst will be a most 
abhorrent form of Apartheid. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/gadebate/pdf/PS_en.pdf  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000563
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0004.htm#1409221000563
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0005.htm#1409268000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140926w0005.htm#1409268000037
http://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/gadebate/pdf/PS_en.pdf
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Introductory remarks by Ms. Flavia Pansieri United Nations Deputy High 
Commissioner for Human Rights to the Human Rights Council 27th Session 
… I will now introduce a report by the High Commissioner for Human Rights … [that] 
presents preliminary information gathered by OHCHR in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, generally covering the period from 12 June to 26 August 2014. 
The sheer volume of allegations of violations of international law during this period as 
well as the prevailing security situation in Gaza made it impossible to undertake a 
complete verification and analysis of all information received in the little time available for 
the preparation of the present report. … 
Preliminary data … suggests that a staggering three fourths (1,479) of a total of 2,158 
Palestinian fatalities were civilians, of them over one third (506) were children. … 
More than 100,000 Palestinians in Gaza were left without a habitable home to return to 
when the weapons finally fell silent. And as of 26 August, more than a quarter of Gaza’s 
entire population, 497,000 people, had been internally displaced. 
These numbers speak for themselves. Gazans found themselves in an intolerable 
situation, trapped in the densely populated strip under blockade. As Gaza was subjected 
to unprecedented bombardment, many fled, but they had nowhere safe to go – they left 
their homes to seek safety but were hit even in the shelters they fled to. … 
The report notes serious concerns of violations of international human rights law and 
international humanitarian law, including some that may amount to war crimes. 
There are also key concerns with respect to conduct by Palestinian armed groups. These 
are, among others, the indiscriminate nature of rocket attacks and the reported failure to 
respect the inviolability of UN premises. 
Conduct during the hostilities by Israeli forces raise serious concerns that international 
humanitarian law principles of distinction, proportionality and precautions in attack have 
not been respected. … 
Meanwhile, the situation in the West Bank remains a grave cause for concern. Following 
the kidnapping and horrific murder in June of three Israeli youths near Hebron, Israeli 
authorities resumed the practice of punitive demolitions, carried out mass arrests of 
Palestinians, and imposed severe movement restrictions, especially around the Hebron 
area. … Between 12 June and 26 August 2014, 27 Palestinians were killed in the West 
Bank as a result of use of force by Israeli Security Forces. This represents a significant 
increase compared to recent years, and sadly, the trend is continuing … 
To read the full text of the speech see 
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15083&LangID=E  
 
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the 
implementation of resolution S-21/1 on ensuring respect for international law in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session27/Documents/A-
HRC-27-76_en.doc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Institute for Strategic Dialogue 

The Need for Exit Programmes 
http://www.strategicdialogue.org/ISD_EXIT_Report__September2014.pdf  

TOP 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15083&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session27/Documents/A-HRC-27-76_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session27/Documents/A-HRC-27-76_en.doc
http://www.strategicdialogue.org/ISD_EXIT_Report__September2014.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Statutory register of consultant lobbyists (closing date 17 October 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/14090
9_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission Litigation strategy survey  (closing date 12 
December 2014) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/our-work/ehrc-consultations/litigation-
strategy-survey?wssl=1  

TOP 
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