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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Columns 990-91 of the debate on “Ukraine, Middle East, North Africa and Security”, 
listed below under the heading of “Israel”, relate to antisemitism in the UK. 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Voluntary Work: Religion 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
activities were undertaken by participants in his Department's A Year in Service scheme 
in 2012. [208023] 

Stephen Williams: A ‘Year of Service’ was the joint initiative of nine faith 
communities, facilitated by my Department with the Mitzvah Day Charitable Trust. 
It aimed to celebrate volunteering among people of faith, support integration 
through cross faith social action connected to faith festivals, and showcase the 
ongoing volunteering in faith communities. Its inspiration was the dedicated 
service of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in her Jubilee year, along with the 
imperative to serve found in the writings and beliefs of each faith community. 
It is one of a number of integration projects that my Department is funding to bring 
people together from different backgrounds and help build stronger communities 
in partnership with voluntary organisations, businesses and local residents. 
During 2012, nearly 200 multi-faith projects were supported. I have placed in the 
Library of the House a copy of the end of project report. The ongoing ‘Together in 
Service’ programme builds on its success. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
activities are undertaken by participants in his Department's Together in Service scheme. 
[208024] 

Stephen Williams: ‘Together in Service’ is a £200,000 grant programme that 
aims to celebrate the practical contribution that faith communities make to society 
through volunteering, and to motivate and inspire new multi-faith social action 
projects. It builds on the success of the ‘A Year of Service’ programme held during 
2012 to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
It is one of a number of integration projects that my Department is funding to bring 
people together from different backgrounds and help build stronger communities 
in partnership with voluntary organisations, businesses and local residents. 
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Detail for each of the projects awarded funding through the Together in Service 
scheme can be found here: http://www.togetherinservice.net/funding/projects  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0
002.htm#14091049000072  
 
 

Church of Scotland 

Church of Scotland welcomes stand against religious hatred 
The Church of Scotland welcomes the recent joint statement by the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews and the Muslim Council of Britain. In response to a worrying upsurge in anti-
Semitism and Islamophobia in the wake of the deepening crises in Gaza and in Iraq, both 
groups have called on people of faith to "redouble efforts to work together and get to 
know one another". The statement added: "We condemn any expression of anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia or any form of racism." 
Sally Foster-Fulton, convener of the Kirk's Church and Society Council said: "I was 
deeply troubled to hear that anti-semitic and Islamophobic incidents are also on the rise 
in Scotland. There can be no excuse for hate, for racism, violence, intimidation or the 
targeting of people because of the faith they practice. Lazy, unhelpful stereotypes and 
prejudiced, unkind behaviour demean us all. 
We must do all we can to make sure that we do not conflate extremist behaviour in Iraq 
with Islam, nor political policies in Israel with Judaism. … 
The Rt Rev John Chalmers, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland also added: "We need to work together to raise awareness and offer support to 
people who find themselves under pressure because of wholly unacceptable, unhealthy 
prejudice. We must stand with our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters, and commit 
to modeling good relationships as a way to move past mere tolerance and towards a 
peaceful partnership which has all of Scotland's people at its heart." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-
welcomes-stand-against-religious-hatred  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Ukraine, Middle East, North Africa and Security 
col 922  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr Philip 
Hammond): … we warmly welcome the agreement that was reached in Cairo on 26 
August, which has, at last, led to a ceasefire that has held. It is now vital that negotiations 
resume and rapidly agree some practical, deliverable and confidence-building first steps 
to improve the situation for ordinary Palestinians in Gaza at the same time as reassuring 
Israel that there will be no further rocket fire against Israeli civilians and no rebuilding of 
military infrastructure inside Gaza. 

 

col 923  Martin Horwood: Does the Foreign Secretary agree that President Abbas now 
deserves the opportunity to demonstrate to the Palestinian people that the peaceful path 
towards statehood, not just the rockets of Hamas, can bring dividends?… 

 

Mr Hammond: … The steps we need to take must include measures that will pave the 
way for the Palestinian Authority to resume control of Gaza and restore effective and 
accountable  governance,  which  will  allow  the  progressive  easing  of  Israeli   security  
 
 
 

http://www.togetherinservice.net/funding/projects
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0002.htm#14091049000072
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0002.htm#14091049000072
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-welcomes-stand-against-religious-hatred
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2014/church-of-scotland-welcomes-stand-against-religious-hatred
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restrictions on Gaza and, in turn, allow the Gazan economy to grow. 
Both the Prime Minister and I have expressed our grave concern at the level of civilian 
casualties and the scale of human suffering in Gaza during the recent violence, but we 
have also been clear that the indiscriminate firing of thousands of rockets from Gaza into 
civilian areas of Israel by Hamas was a clear breach of international humanitarian law, 
and that by launching attacks from densely populated civilian areas—in some cases, 
from sensitive buildings, such as mosques and schools—Hamas bears a direct 
responsibility for the appalling loss of civilian lives. …  

 

Jeremy Corbyn: … will he please explain why the British Government abstained at the 
United Nations Human Rights Council on its official call for an investigation into war 
crimes that have occurred there? … 

 

Mr Hammond: … we chose to abstain on the resolution, along with all our European 
Union partners, because it was not worded in an even-handed and open way. It was not 
aimed at getting to the truth of what happened in Gaza, and it was not targeted at 
possible wrongdoing by both sides. It was heavily lopsided, and made a political point, 
rather than seeking to get to the bottom of what actually took place. …  

 

col 924  Caroline Lucas: … from the outside it looks as if the British Government are 
guilty of double standards? When Israel makes a land grab of this type, yes we have 
some harsh words, but nothing else follows; if Putin does something in Ukraine, things 
follow much more dramatically. … 

 

Mr Hammond: I have been very forward-leaning in saying to my Israeli interlocutors … 
that whatever the rights and wrongs and whatever the position in international law when 
the analysis is done, Israel runs a serious risk of losing the sympathy for it that existed 
when it came under attack by Hamas rockets earlier this summer. Israel needs to think 
about its long-term best interests, not just about the short-term reactions that it can 
deliver. …  

 

col 930  Douglas Alexander: … The past seven weeks in Gaza and Israel have been 
the deadliest for years in an area already scarred by the tragic pattern of conflict. … Five 
years ago, after an earlier conflict in Gaza, I walked amidst the rubble of what had been a 
Palestinian family’s home. As a father myself, I will never forget the father showing me 
tearfully where his children had been killed. The death toll caused by three weeks of 
intense and bloody fighting shocked and outraged many around the world. Such fighting 
goes on to define a generation, I fear; it makes enemies out of neighbours. …  
Palestinian poverty cannot continue to be Israel’s de facto strategy for security. An end to 
the fighting, although of course welcome, must not be an excuse for a return to the status 
quo of terror, occupation and blockade. … The recent Israeli annexation of land in the 
west bank must be forthrightly condemned. … 
No one should question Israel’s right to defend itself, but we all have a duty to raise 
questions about the wisdom, morality and legality of the force that is used. There can be 
no military solution to the conflict, either now or in the future. … Of course, we 
unequivocally condemn the rocket attacks on civilian populations in Israel. There can be 
no justification for the conduct of Hamas and other organisations operating out of Gaza, 
but ultimately only a political agreement to end the violence will provide that longer-term 
security. … 

 

col 931  Geoffrey Clifton-Brown: I wholly support the right hon. Gentleman’s remarks 
that we need a political settlement of the Gaza-Israeli dispute. Does he agree that the 
Israelis risk losing international sympathy if they carry on building settlements and seizing 
land, which is contrary to international law and unacceptable? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/14091
0-0001.htm#14091032000002  
 

col 932  Mr Alexander: … It is important for the Israeli Government to recognise that 
statehood for the Palestinians is not a gift to be given, but a right to be recognised. It is 
not  simply  that   Israeli   settlements   on   occupied   territory   lands   are   illegal  under  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/140910-0001.htm#14091032000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/140910-0001.htm#14091032000002
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international law, it is that it is simply wrong to build on other people’s lands. That is why 
the most recent initiative is so wholly unacceptable, both because of the reality that Israel 
is building once more on other people’s land, with that land being occupied for military 
purposes, and because of the symbol that it sends about the seriousness of the Israeli 
Government to try to make meaningful progress on a negotiated solution. …  
… if we were to take actions that strengthened a narrative in Israeli society that somehow 
the whole world is against them, that the only people they can trust to defend them are 
the IDF, and that they can have no security reliant on international agreements but must 
instead look only to themselves, I fear that far from that leading to the progress we all 
sincerely want, we would get a further reinforcement of the pattern of destruction and 
blockade that we have seen over recent years. … 

 

col 933  Jeremy Corbyn: During the crisis of the last six weeks or so, American arms 
have continued to flow to Israel, the EU-Israel trade agreement continued unabated, and 
Britain, while not exporting a vast amount of equipment to Israel, has continued a military 
relationship with it. Does my right hon. Friend think that at the very least we should be 
supporting an investigation into war crimes and suspending military co-operation with 
Israel while that is going on? 

 

Mr Alexander: We took a different position to the Government on the export of arms … 
by saying that no arms should be exported during this conflict, and certainly that no arms 
should be exported where there were reasonable concerns that the consolidated criteria 
were not being adhered to by the end user, which in this case was the state of Israel. Of 
course any allegations of war crimes that are brought to the attention of the United 
Nations, and others, should be investigated. …  
I am unyielding in my condemnation of Hamas, both for the indiscriminate killing of Israeli 
civilians and for the destructive role it has played when we have tried to secure the two-
solution … 

 

col 940  Mr Straw: … Hamas breached every rule in the book by launching rockets 
against the civilian population in Israel, but, as the Foreign Secretary said, that cannot 
conceivably justify the wholly disproportionate response of the Israelis in allowing 2,000 
mainly innocent men, women and children to be killed in the way that they did. Whatever 
they say, they did not have a care for the civilian population. …  
Now … the Israelis have decided to annex over 1,000 acres of Palestinian land near 
Bethlehem. I congratulate the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary on their strong 
words … but … what are we going to do about it? …  the Israelis do not care what is said 
by any western European Government. I used to think something different, but it is not 
the case; provided that this more right-wing and more extreme Israeli Government have 
the United States Congress in their pocket … They would care if we were to do what we 
should be doing, which is to ensure that goods produced in the occupied territories with 
the label of Israel are treated like any other counterfeit goods and subject to strict rules 
and additional tariffs. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/14091
0-0002.htm  
 

col 983  Paul Flynn: … I wrote to Tony Blair in 2003 … saying, “If we go to war in Iraq 
without attempting to solve the Israel-Palestine problem, we will give a sense of injustice 
to Muslim communities from my local mosque to the far corners of the world.” At that 
time, we would not have thought it conceivable that young men and women educated 
and born here would go to the far east and take part in mediaeval barbarism. … It is not 
about the imams, who have lost touch with the young people. It is about the internet and 
the flow of information that young people have. The sense of injustice has deepened 
since 2003. …  

 

col 989  Jeremy Corbyn: … This morning a number of us went to Room 14 to hear a 
statement from Dr Mustafa Barghouti of the Palestine National Initiative. He showed us a 
short film that was appalling,  shocking  and  horrible.  All I was  seeing  were  pictures  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/140910-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/140910-0002.htm
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buildings in Gaza that I have visited and known. They are all ruined, and there are 2,000 
people dead and many families completely bereft of everything. The bitterness from that 
bombing by Israel continues and will continue for a very long time. … It is not good 
enough just to talk about Israel’s right to exist and its right to self-defence. There was a 
total disproportionality about the whole conflict. … 

 

col 990  Charles Walker: … I am greatly concerned about the impact that events in the 
middle east are having on our country, and about how these events are being perverted 
to give licence to hate. As a tolerant society, we cannot tolerate British people hating 
British people on the basis of the faith they are born into or choose to follow. I am deeply 
disturbed by the personal letters I have received from a number of my Jewish 
constituents—I have only 250 of them—expressing their distress at what the future holds 
in the UK for them and their families. 
These are British citizens who have as much to do with the middle east as I do. It is not 
right that synagogues now have to be protected by security guards and that banners are 
being seen and chants are being heard that say, “Kill all Jews”, “Hitler was right” and 
“Death to all Jews”. This situation is not tolerable. There are no excuses. 

 

col 991 Mr Burrowes: … The issue goes further than the physical threats. For the first 
time in my surgery, I encountered a family that is now fearful of its children going on a 
public bus to a Jewish school, or even of them going alone into the local Asda or Tesco. 
The family thinks how they look will give an indication of their being Jewish and that 
people will take an anti-Semitic view. 

 
 

Mr Walker: I am aware of those concerns; they are shared by members of the Jewish 
faith in my constituency. 
The cancer of anti-Semitism is stalking our country under the disguise of a new cloak. 
This cloak must be stripped away, exposing the wickedness of those who lurk behind it. I 
am no saint in these matters. We all have the weakness to give in to the easy seduction 
of hate, so it is incumbent on us all to recognise the siren calls of that weakness and 
keep them in check. … 

 

col 994  John Howell: … The trouble with saying anything about the Israel-Gaza 
situation is that unless we come out immediately as pro-Palestinian, we are put down as 
just listening to pro-Israeli military propaganda. This is both untrue and misses the point. 
…  
I have no sympathy for Israel when it comes to the building of settlements. … but it would 
be wrong to address the situation in the middle east without condemning Hamas. It would 
be too easy to be dismissive of the role of Hamas in the current conflict, preferring to take 
a one-sided view of what Israel can do, rather than also round on Hamas. … 
We should not forget that this conflict came about as a result of Hamas firing rockets at 
Israel. I cannot see that it does any good to claim that this is not so. Hamas launched 
over 4,000 rockets in the recent period. It does no good to claim simply that these were 
homemade rockets when so many were Iranian in origin. What does this say about those 
who call for an arms embargo against Israel while allowing Hamas still to receive these 
rockets—these rockets that bring so many in the region within their reach? … 
We cannot achieve any results without looking at the tactics of either side. Hamas 
effectively uses the civilian population as a shield for its rockets and as a safe haven 
from which to fire those rockets. … 

 

col 995  Debbie Abrahams: … We have already heard about the tragedy of the loss of 
life over the past few weeks, in Gaza in particular but also in Israel. … I was disappointed 
that the Prime Minister did not feel able to condemn the indiscriminate and 
disproportionate attacks by Israel. …  
My hon. Friend the Member for Newport West (Paul Flynn) has rightly pointed out that 
much of the anger felt by our young people nationally and internationally is a result of the 
perceived injustice of no action being taken. … 

 

Paul Flynn: Does my hon. Friend agree with the statement made that Israel is i ndifferent  
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to opinion in this country and in many other countries because it is shored up by public 
opinion in the United States?  

 

Debbie Abrahams: … The EU association agreement with Israel and the preferential 
trade terms should also be re-examined. The UK’s trade with Israel’s illegal settlements 
in Palestinian territory is not only illegal under international law, but a barrier to long-term 
peace. One way people get around the law is by mislabelling products. … 
We must also demand that Israel ends the discriminatory approach of its law. One law is 
applied to Israeli children and another is applied to Palestinian children. That is 
outrageous. … 

 

col 999  Crispin Blunt: … [Liam Fox] did not address the question of why Hamas 
behaves as it does and why perfectly decent Palestinian students studying in London 
who are not religious fundamentalists support Hamas. We need to get to a place where 
we understand the forces of political Islam that we are dealing with. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/debtext/14091
0-0003.htm 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Exports: Israel 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills how many 
(a) standard individual export licenses and (b) open individual export licences permitting 
exports to Israel were suspended between 8 July and 31 August 2014. [207395] 

Matthew Hancock: No such export licences were suspended in this period of 
time. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0
002.htm#14091049000034  
 

Unmanned Air Vehicles: Israel 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills whether the 
engines used in the Israeli Defence Forces unmanned aerial vehicles have been 
developed or enhanced with the assistance of UK technology or components. [207381] 

Matthew Hancock: We have identified one licence for components for unmanned 
air vehicles for the Israeli Defence Forces, dating back to 1999. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0
002.htm#14091049000040  
 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
proportion of the financial contribution to humanitarian aid and reconstruction in Gaza is 
spent on the purchase of goods and services from Israel. [208048] 

Mr Swayne: DFID works with trusted and established international partners like 
the World Food Programme and the UN Relief and Works Agency to deliver our 
development and humanitarian objectives in Gaza. Our partners make every effort 
to procure relief items locally in Gaza or the West Bank. However the priority is 
and must remain to do all we can to get aid to the people who need it most in a 
timely fashion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0
002.htm#14091049000066 

TOP 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140910/text/140910w0002.htm#14091049000066
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
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