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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood 
The Prime Minister has commissioned an internal government review into the philosophy, 
activities, impact and influence on UK national interests, at home and abroad, of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and of government policy towards the organisation. … 
The purpose of the review is to produce an internal report to the Prime Minister to inform 
government policy towards the Muslim Brotherhood. The scope of the review covers the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s origins, philosophy, activities, record in and out of government; its 
organisation and activities in the UK and abroad which might put at risk, damage, or risk 
damaging UK national interests. It will look at the Muslim Brotherhood’s impact on, and 
influence over, UK national interests, at home and abroad, as well as its wider influence 
on UK society. It will also look at current government policy as well as allies’ approaches 
and policies, and assess the implications for UK policy. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Communities and Local Government 
Easter Recess (Department's Work) 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric Pickles): … 
Learning the lessons from genocide 
We have a tradition in the UK of remembrance. While we are quite rightly marking the 
centenary this year of the start of the first world war, we should also commemorate and 
remember acts of genocide in more recent times. 
The Srebrenica genocide on 1995 was the worst attack on citizens suffered anywhere in 
Europe since 1945. On 11 April, the Government announced it will fund 750 young 
Britons to travel to Bosnia and Herzegovina to learn lessons from the 1990s Bosnian war  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood
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and, on their return to the United Kingdom, pledge an action towards rejecting hatred and 
intolerance at home. On 12 April, I also addressed Kwibuka20, an event in Birmingham 
remembering the Rwanda genocide of 1994. 
Genocide requires constant vigilance; it requires prompt action at the first sign of hatred. 
Sparks of intolerance can only exist at the will of our own complacency. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140428/wmstext/14042
8m0001.htm#14042817000004  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office condemns West Bank violence 
Speaking today, a Foreign Office spokesperson said: 
We unreservedly condemn the appalling attack in the West Bank yesterday that left a 
man dead and a women and child in hospital. As Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Abbas have both repeatedly made clear, violence can never be the route to 
peace. 
We’re also deeply concerned about the death of a Palestinian woman after unrest in Aida 
refugee camp on Monday and hope that a full investigation into the circumstances is 
conducted quickly. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-condemns-west-bank-violence  
 
Foreign Secretary condemns Israeli steps towards settlement expansion 
Commenting on steps taken by the Government of Israel to begin the authorisation of an 
illegal outpost and to allow settlers to regain ownership of a building in Hebron, the 
Foreign Secretary William Hague said: 
The UK condemns the decisions taken by the Israeli authorities to change the status of a 
significant amount of land around the illegal settler outpost of Netiv Ha’avot and to create 
a new settlement in Hebron. Settlements are illegal and an obstacle to peace, and these 
decisions detract from ongoing efforts to deliver a two state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The only path to peace is through negotiations. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-condemns-israeli-steps-towards-
settlement-expansion  
 
 

European Commission 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the latest 
developments in the Middle East Peace Process  
… I am extremely concerned at recent developments related to the peace process, which 
are putting into question the continued negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians 
beyond the original deadline of 29 April 2014. … 
The EU calls on all sides to exercise maximum restraint and to avoid any action which 
may further undermine peace efforts and the viability of a two-state solution.  
The EU has consistently supported intra-Palestinian reconciliation but on clear and 
certain terms. The EU reiterated that such reconciliation should take place behind 
President Abbas in line with the principles set out in his speech of 4 May 2011. The EU 
expects any new government to uphold the principle of non-violence, to remain 
committed to achieving a two- state solution and to a negotiated peaceful settlement of 
the  Israeli-Palestinian conflict,  accepting previous agreements and obligations, including  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140428/wmstext/140428m0001.htm#14042817000004
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Israel’s legitimate right to exist.  
Reconciliation on these terms is an important element for the unity of a future Palestinian 
state and for reaching a two-state solution and a lasting peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140427_01_en.pdf  
 
Statement by the Spokesperson of the High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on 
recent developments in the West Bank  
… The High Representative has followed with concern the recent events in the West 
Bank, including in East Jerusalem, which are not conducive to the climate of trust and 
cooperation needed for the current peace negotiations to succeed.  
The High Representative condemns the recent killing of an Israeli man in the West Bank 
and calls for an immediate end to all acts of violence.  
The High Representative also sees with great concern the recent announcement that 
nearly one square kilometre near the Gush Etzion settlement has been declared as 
"state land" by the Israeli Defence Ministry, that the latter has authorized a new 
settlement in Hebron, that demolitions of Palestinian property are continuing in Area C 
and East Jerusalem with resulting displacement of vulnerable populations. She also 
deplores in particular the recent confiscation of EU Humanitarian Assistance provided to 
vulnerable civilians in the Jabal Al Baba Community in the E1 area. The EU calls on the 
Israeli authorities to reverse these decisions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140418_01_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy discusses Fatah-Hamas reconciliation deal with Palestinian President 
The reconciliation deal reached by rival Palestinian factions Fatah and Hamas will be 
implemented on the basis of previous commitments such as the recognition of Israel and 
non-violence, a senior United Nations envoy was told today. … 
During their meeting, Mr. Serry was assured that this agreement “will be implemented 
under the leadership of the President and on the basis of the PLO commitments,” 
according to a statement released by the Special Coordinator. 
“President Abbas emphasized that these commitments include recognition of Israel, non-
violence, and adherence to previous agreements. President Abbas also reiterated his 
continued commitment to peace negotiations and to non-violent popular protests.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47649#.U1_Hqq2Swbc  
 
UN envoy urges respect for religious freedom after Israeli forces disrupt Easter 
procession 
A top United Nations envoy on Saturday said he was dismayed that a peaceful Easter 
procession led by Palestinian Christians through Jerusalem's Old City was disrupted by 
Israeli security forces. 
“Once again I call on all parties to respect the right of religious freedom, granting access 
to holy sites for worshippers of all faiths and refraining from provocations not least during 
the religious holidays,” said Robert Serry, the Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process. … 
“Despite earlier assurances to the Palestinian Christian community in Jerusalem of 
unhindered access to the Holy Sepulcher Church on the occasion of Easter celebrations, 
the Israeli police refused to allow such entry claiming they had orders to that effect,” the 
statement said, adding that a “precarious” standoff ensued ending in an angry crowd 
pushing their way through. 
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140427_01_en.pdf
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“The Special Coordinator was dismayed that a peaceful procession on the occasion of 
Easter in the Old city was disrupted by unacceptable behaviour from the Israeli security 
authorities.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47611#.U1_IKq2Swbc  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Restricted call for proposals for Action Grants: Support to national activities 
aiming at combating discrimination and promoting equality  
Deadline for applications, 10 September 2014 
… The objectives of this call are to support national authorities in charge of equality and 
non-discrimination of PROGRESS participating countries in: 
a) Developing their national policy to combat discrimination and promote equality 

beyond legislation; 
b) Fostering the dissemination of information on the EU and national policy and 

legislation in the non-discrimination field; 
c) Identifying best practices which could be transferable to other participating countries. 
To read the full call for proposals see 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/call_2013_prog_ag_ad_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
** Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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