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Israel 

UK Parliament Written Questions 

Middle East 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of the implications on regional security of the 
announcement by the Israeli Defence Force of the discovery of a tunnel extending 700 
metres into Israel from Gaza. [193772] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not made an assessment of this issue. 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment his Department has made of Iran's financial and material support for 
terrorist groups in the Middle East. [193773] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
groups such as the military wings of Hamas and Hezbollah, armed groups in Iraq, 
and across the region. There is a significant body of international sanctions which 
targets such activity, including UN prohibitions on the export of weapons by Iran, 
that the UK supports. The UK believes that this Iranian activity has a serious 
destabilising effect on regional security and calls on Iran to respect its 
international obligations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0
002.htm#14033136000086  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority about reports that 
cultural and sporting events in the Palestinian Territories are named after Palestinian 
terrorists. [193767] 

Hugh Robertson: I refer my hon. Friend to my answer of 25 March 2014, Official 
Report, columns 189-90W. 

Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on the publication on 
Fatah's Facebook page of maps depicting geographic Israel replaced by Palestine. 
[193872] 

Hugh Robertson: Our consulate-general to Jerusalem raised the issue of 
incitement on Fatah's Facebook page with the Palestinian Authority Prime 
Minister Rami Hamdallah on 6 March 2014. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000086
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Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on recent comments by 
the senior Fatah official Ahmed Assaf on Dalal Mughrabi. [193873] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not raised this issue with the Palestinian Authority. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0
002.htm#14033136000088  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0
002.htm#14032591000078  
 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what processes 
are in place to ensure that (a) individuals and (b) non-governmental organisations in the 
Palestinian Territories receiving UK aid payments are not associated with terrorist 
organisations. [193825] 

Mr Duncan: There are comprehensive safeguards in place to ensure UK money 
is not used to benefit terrorist organisations, either directly or indirectly. In the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories we work with trusted partners including the UN 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which regularly checks staff names, 
suppliers and other payees against a recognised database of names of persons 
listed as being associated with terrorist organisations. All our partners commit to 
taking appropriate steps to ensure that the funds we provide are not used to 
provide assistance to, or otherwise support, terrorists or terrorist organisations, in 
full compliance with UK and EU anti-terror legislation. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) whether any 
Palestinian Authority civil servant has been refused UK aid payments on the grounds of 
links with terrorist organisations; [193984] 
(2) what processes are in place to ensure Palestinian Authority civil servants in receipt of 
UK aid payments are not associated with terrorist organisations and have no previous 
record of terror offences. [193826] 

Mr Duncan: The UK only supports salaries of Palestinian civil servants on the 
EU's list of vetted beneficiaries who meet strict eligibility criteria and are not linked 
to terrorist organisations. Recipients are taken from an EU list of eligible civil 
servants. The EU regularly checks all names on the list against a recognised 
database of persons listed as being associated with terrorist organisations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0
003.htm#1404012000007 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-09551 Claudia Beamish: Land Day 2014—That the Parliament welcomes Land 
Day 2014; understands that Land Day marks the events of 30 March 1976 in which 
villages and cities across Palestine witnessed mass demonstrations against Israel’s 
plans to expropriate 2,000 hectares of land in the Galilee region; believes that, on the 
day, six Palestinians were killed and 96 were wounded; recognises that the day 
is commemorated annually by Palestinians all over the world; notes that the US 
Secretary of State, John Kerry, is mediating in talks on the Middle East peace process, 
and hopes that these talks are successful in negotiating a final, just settlement. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-09551&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0003.htm#1404012000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0003.htm#1404012000007
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-09551&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-09551&ResultsPerPage=10
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United Nations 

UN official calls for immediate halt to demolitions in East Jerusalem 
A senior United Nations official expressed deep concern today about the ongoing 
displacement of Palestinians in East Jerusalem and the destruction of their private 
property following the Israeli authorities’ recent demolition of a two-story building there, 
which affected a family of refugees as well as some Palestinian 15 children. …  
“I am deeply concerned about the ongoing displacement of Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem and destruction of their private property,” said Deputy Special Coordinator for 
the Middle East Peace Process James W. Rawley … These actions not only run counter 
to Israel’s obligations under international law but also cause unnecessary humanitarian 
suffering and increase tension … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47461&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UzhJIa2Swbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Written Question 

Spain 
Frank Field: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the plans of the Spanish Government to grant Spanish 
citizenship to the descendants of Sephardic Jews who were expelled from Spain in the 
15th century; whether he has made representations to the Spanish Government on that 
matter; and if he will seek assurances about the capability and integrity of the proposed 
system for establishing eligibility for such grants of citizenship. [193598] 

Mr Lidington: I have not received any reports on the Spanish Government's plans 
to grant citizenship to the descendants of Sephardic Jews who were expelled from 
Spain in the 15th and 16th centuries, beyond what has been reported in the media. 
Citizenship policy is a member state competence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w00
02.htm#14033136000093  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Strong leadership needed to combat racial discrimination 
“In many countries, hate speech, and violent attacks motivated by perceived race or 
ethnicity, are on the rise,” said UN Human Rights Chief Navi Pillay …  
“What is astonishing to me is that in Europe, there is a belief that racism does not exist 
anymore—as if it is an illness and we found the cure,” said Emine Bozkurt, a member of 
the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, and Justice and Home Affairs. 
"In my opinion, racism and racial discrimination are very much present across Europe … 
Bozkurt highlighted the social and economic implications of racism … In the field of 
justice, she said that research shows that sentences are higher, depending on your 
ethnic background. … 
High Commissioner Pillay highlighted the many law-enforcement officials often seem 
indifferent to these crimes  and  some  political  leaders  use  migrants  and  people  from  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47461&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UzhJIa2Swbc
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0002.htm#14033136000093
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different ethnic groups as a “smokescreen to deflect criticism—holding them up as 
scapegoats to boost their own popularity”.  … 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Strongleadershipneededtocombatracialdisc
rimination.aspx  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 

TOP 
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