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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Schools: Collective Worship 
Laurence Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what assessment he 
has made of the number of schools in (a) England and (b) Gloucestershire which carry 
out collective acts of Christian worship each day; what proportion those schools form of 
the total number of schools which are required to do so; and if he will make a statement. 
[192737] 

Elizabeth Truss: All publicly funded maintained schools in England remain legally 
required to provide a daily act of worship for all registered pupils up to age 18 and 
the Government has no plans to change this. It does not, however, collect data on 
school provision in this area. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0
003.htm#14032515000069  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Internet: Social Media Sites 
Lord Taylor of Warwick: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what they are doing to 
reduce crimes linked to Twitter and Facebook.[HL6031] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): Actions that are illegal offline are illegal online, including on social 
media and robust legislation is in place to deal with offences such as internet 
cyber-stalking, and grossly offensive, obscene or menacing behaviour online. 
Guidelines for prosecuting cases involving social media communications were 
issued by the Director for Public Prosecutions last year. The College of Policing 
also wrote to all Chief Officers outlining training and guidance on tackling online 
abuse. These guidelines should be used by the police when investigating 
offences.  Prevention is a key part of the Government's commitment to tackling 
trolling, cyber-bullying, cyber-stalking and other forms of abuse and misuse of 
social networking sites. This includes working with industry, academia, charities 
and parenting groups to develop tools and information for users aimed at keeping 
society safe online. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#140
3248000535  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032515000069
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032515000069
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#1403248000535
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#1403248000535
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Scottish Government 

Enshrining Scotland’s values    
Exactly two years ahead of Scotland’s planned day of independence on March 24th 2016, 
Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has set out a timetable for delivering Scotland’s 
interim written constitution. … the draft Scottish Independence Bill will be published 
before the Scottish Parliament’s summer recess. 
The Bill will provide for Scotland to become an independent state in March 2016 and set 
out its interim constitution. The fundamental principle underpinning the Bill will be that, in 
Scotland, the people are sovereign. This core principle resonates throughout Scotland’s 
history and will be the foundation stone for Scotland as an independent country. The Bill 
will also set in place the process by which Scotland, as an independent country, will 
prepare its permanent written constitution in a fully participative process led by the 
people. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Enshrining-Scotland-s-values-aa7.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinian Authority 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
her Department contributed to the (a) Palestinian Authority and (b) Palestinian Authority 
general budget in each of the last three years; and how such contributions are 
distributed. [192811] 

Mr Duncan: The UK's financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority over the 
last three years was: 

  £ million 
2011-12 30 
2012-13 34.1 
2013-14 41.5 

Our financial assistance is provided through a World Bank Trust Fund. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0
003.htm#14032517000007  
 

Palestinians 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
her Department allocated in aid to the Palestinian Territories in each of the last five 
years. [R] [192732] 

Mr Duncan: The amount of aid allocated to the Palestinian Territories in each of 
the last five years was: 

  £ million 
2012 42.8 
2011 75.5 
2010 63.2 
2009 60.7 
2008 56.7 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0
003.htm#14032517000008  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Enshrining-Scotland-s-values-aa7.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032517000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032517000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032517000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140324/text/140324w0003.htm#14032517000008
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the actions of the Israeli Defence Force towards 
civilians in the Occupied Territories. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
My Lords, we have serious concerns in regard to IDF actions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, including the killing and injuring of civilians, policing of non-
violent demonstrations and treatment of child detainees. We have repeatedly 
raised cases with the Israeli authorities, including the Ministry of Strategic Affairs, 
COGAT, and the National Security Council. 

Baroness Tonge: I thank the Minister for that reply. Is she aware that since last July, 44 
civilian Palestinians have been killed and many hundreds have been seriously injured? 
Among them, for example, 12 year-old Attah al Sabbah, now a paraplegic, was shot 
while collecting his school satchel; and two young footballers, Adam and Johar 
Halabiyeh, from Abu Dis near Jerusalem, were shot in the legs before being beaten up, 
one having his knee joint shattered. They were returning from football training. Will the 
Minister ensure that, as well as the usual ineffectual representations that our 
Government make to the Israeli Government, they will also ask FIFA to impose penalties 
on countries which allow young footballers to be treated in this way? Will she also say 
why it is that we are prepared to impose sanctions on Russia for breaking international 
law but not upon Israel, which has been breaking international law for decades? 

Baroness Warsi: I thank my noble friend for that question. She comes to these 
matters with great expertise. She has asked a number of questions—not only Oral 
Questions but Written Questions—on a regular basis. I can assure her that we 
take these matters incredibly seriously. There has been a worrying increase in 
violence in the West Bank. In 2012, nine civilians were killed; in 2013, 27 civilians 
were killed; and the number of civilians who have been injured is also on the 
increase. Last week I raised these matters with our officials and only yesterday—
Sunday— our ambassador spoke with the national security adviser and again put 
our concerns before him. 

Lord Grocott): My Lords, it is true, is it not, that in recent weeks the international 
community has taken a dim view of the occupation of one country by a neighbouring 
country and that this has led, quite properly, to a flurry of international activity, reference 
and the activation of sanctions? Yet, given that this question quite rightly refers to 
occupied territories which have been occupied now for more than 40 years, am I right in 
thinking that that there is no sense whatever of the same level of urgency and 
commitment being given to liberating these occupied territories as there is when similar 
events occur in other parts of the world? 

Baroness Warsi: It is important that I try to focus on this Question. I understand 
why people try to read across to other matters, but successive government 
policies on the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been clear. Successive 
government policies about the two-state solution based on the 1967 borders, with 
agreed land swaps and a settlement for refugees in Jerusalem as a shared 
capital, have been the same. There is a Kerry framework agreement on which we 
hope progress will be made and we hope that that will be done by around the end 
of April. We are supporting and continue to support that, and we hope that it will 
yield some positive results. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, will the Government continue to raise the use of excessive force, 
the lack of proportionality and the almost complete impunity of the IDF when operating in 
occupied zones rather more strongly and effectively than has been the case in the past? 
There  is  the  particular  case  of  Raed  Zeiter,  a  Palestinian  civilian  and  a  Jordanian  
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magistrate, who was killed by the Allenby Bridge. Will the Government insist on a full and 
independent inquiry into his death? 

Baroness Warsi: The views of this House are very clear, and I will certainly make 
sure that the strength of feeling on this matter is fed back. Officials from our 
embassy in Tel Aviv have raised with the IDF the issues of the Palestinian-
Jordanian judge Raed Zeiter, who was tragically shot. I understand that there has 
been some progress, and that Prime Minister Netanyahu has issued a public 
apology and announced a joint Israeli-Jordanian investigation into the incident. 
Anger about it has been widespread and that has been communicated to the 
Israeli authorities. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: My Lords, bearing in mind the incidents that have been 
referred to, does my noble friend the Minister agree that the particular importance of the 
two-state solution should be stressed and that the consequences of not achieving an 
agreement should be warned against? Whatever the incidents, the only way forward is 
an agreement on peace and I hope that the Government will support that. 

Baroness Warsi: We are supporting the Kerry framework agreement. … 
Lord Turnberg: My Lords, the bad behaviour of soldiers from any country is inexcusable, 
but is the noble Baroness aware of the many efforts made by Israel to support the 
Palestinians on the other side? These efforts relate to the economy, where the GDP in 
the West Bank is rising by about 7% a year, to the number of Arabs in East Jerusalem 
and Jerusalem, which is increasing at a greater rate than that of the Jewish population, 
and to the large numbers of Palestinians who are being treated in Israeli hospitals across 
the country, as well, incidentally, as those wounded from Syria. Should the UK not be 
concentrating on pressure on Mr Abbas to continue negotiations so that we can get to a 
two-state solution that the vast majority of the population in Israel supports? 

Baroness Warsi: The Government have always been quick to recognise the 
progress that has been made on positive action by the Israeli Government. 
However, that does not take away from the real and serious concerns that we 
have in relation to child detainees, for example, that I know the noble and learned 
Baroness, Lady Scotland, was trying to get in on. We have concerns about IDF 
actions and continue to raise them at the highest level. 

Lord Dykes: Does my noble friend agree that Israel is a great country with a great 
people, but unfortunately with a very narrow-minded and reactionary Government? Will 
our Government specifically seek out meetings with the Israeli human rights group 
B’Tselem, which has recently made strong representations to the Israeli Government 
about these unacceptable Palestinian casualties? 

Baroness Warsi: I am not familiar with that particular human rights group but I will 
certainly ensure that officials are aware of the work that it is doing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324-
0001.htm#14032410000827  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider that the Israel 
Defence Force has been responsible for illegal use of lethal force on unarmed civilians; if 
so, what steps they will take to bring the soldiers responsible, and those giving them 
orders, to justice; and whether they will present any evidence about killings to the 
International Criminal Court.[HL6011] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
supports accountability for violations of international humanitarian law. Israel is 
not a State Party to the International Criminal Court.  The Court does not currently  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324-0001.htm#14032410000827
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324-0001.htm#14032410000827
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have jurisdiction over any alleged crimes committed by the Israeli Defence Force 
in Gaza or the West Bank. 
However, we make frequent representations to the Israeli authorities about Israeli 
Defence Force use of live fire in both Gaza and the West Bank, as well as about 
the process for investigating such incidents. 

The Lord Bishop of Truro: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the recent announcement by the 
Jerusalem municipal authorities of their approval of building permits for 558 new units in 
East Jerusalem, in Har Homa, Neve Yaakov and Pisgat Zeev. [HL6060] 

Baroness Warsi: The Prime Minister, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for Witney 
(Mr Cameron), raised the issue of settlements during his visit to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories between 13-14 March. Our Ambassador to Tel 
Aviv has reinforced our concerns repeatedly over plans to expand Israeli 
settlements in and around East Jerusalem at the highest levels. 
These plans, if implemented, could put at risk the territorial contiguity between 
East Jerusalem and the southern West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#140
3248000537 
 
 

United Nations: 25th Session of the Human Rights Council 

Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Israel 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-
HRC-25-15_en.doc  
 
Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the 
independent international fact-finding mission on the implications of Israeli 
settlements on the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the 
Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem (A/HRC/22/63): Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-
HRC-25-39_en.doc  
 
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 
and in the occupied Syrian Golan: Report of the Secretary-General 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A_HR
C_25_38_ENG.DOC  
 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Richard Falk 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-
HRC-25-67_en.doc  
 
Report of the Secretary-General on human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-
HRC-25-37_en.doc  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#1403248000537
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#1403248000537
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-39_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A_HRC_25_38_ENG.DOC
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A_HRC_25_38_ENG.DOC
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-67_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-67_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-37_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-37_en.doc
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Foreign Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Advisory Group on freedom of religion or belief 
The Foreign & Commonwealth Office today hosted the first meeting of a new Advisory 
Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief … [it] is intended to advise FCO Ministers and 
staff on how to build on the active approach they already take to promoting and 
protecting the right to freedom of religion or belief worldwide. 
Commenting on the first meeting of the new group, Baroness Warsi said: Freedom of 
religion or belief is a personal priority for me. Across the world, people are being singled 
out and hounded out simply for the faith they follow or the beliefs they hold. The 
persecution of people because of their faith or belief has, I believe, become a global 
crisis. I want to make sure we have the best advice available. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-advisory-group-on-freedom-of-
religion-or-belief  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Religious Belief and Worship:  Worldwide Freedom 
Includes:i 
after 11.30  Mr Wells: … there is a total lack of freedom of expression in many Muslim 
countries … in places like Syria and Egypt, the standing of the Christian community has 
dropped dramatically and many are leaving due to persecution. …  

 

11.45  Ms McGahan: … It is concerning that, in the 21st century, people are still being 
persecuted for their religious beliefs. …  

 

Mr P Ramsey: … Unfortunately, the night of persecution grows darker in some parts of 
the world, even as we speak.  … We also see examples of Christians being persecuted 
in Palestine, Pakistan, India and Iraq. … 

 

Mr Kennedy: … The situation for Christians in the Middle East is also concerning.  … At 
the beginning of the 19th century, Christians represented 20% of the population of the 
Arab world; now, it is only 2%.  … Ironically for some, Israel, despite its many criticisms, 
is the only state in the Middle East that has a large degree of religious freedom, 
including, not least, for the 2% of the population who are Christian and the 16% who are 
Muslim. …  

 

12.15  Mr Newton: … History gives us examples of religious intolerance and the 
outworkings of that intolerance … We also know about the evil of inquisitions and that 
infamous ethnic persecution known as the Holocaust, starting in 1933 under Adolf Hitler 
and ending only when the Allies won the war in 1945.  It is estimated that, because of 
religious intolerance, 11 million people were murdered during the Holocaust, six million of 
whom were Jews — two thirds of all the Jewish people in Europe.  … 

 

Mr Rogers: … Religious persecution of any kind must be condemned.  It is noteworthy 
that most of the persecution is happening in the countries of the Middle East, where 
Christianity was born but where the number of Christians is dwindling.  Eighty three per 
cent of countries guarantee freedom of religion, but many are not making provision for 
it.  We must show solidarity with Christians and emphasise that the presence of 
Christians in that part of the world is a great mediating factor, often, for example, 
between different segments of Islam. …  
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-13-14/25-
March-2014/ 

TOP 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-advisory-group-on-freedom-of-religion-or-belief
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-advisory-group-on-freedom-of-religion-or-belief
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-13-14/25-March-2014/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-13-14/25-March-2014/


 7

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

United Nations: 25th Session of the Human Rights Council 

Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, 
incitement to violence and violence against persons, based on religion or belief: 
Report of the High Commissioner 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-
HRC-25-34_en.doc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-34_en.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session25/Documents/A-HRC-25-34_en.doc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
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Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
 

TOP 
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