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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Faith Schools 
Mr Sheerman: To ask the Secretary of State for Education whether his Department has 
carried out any form of assessment of the number of state-funded schools where 
religious items or articles of clothing form part of the school's (a) pupil and (b) staff 
uniform policy. [192224] 

Mr Laws: The Department for Education has not conducted any assessment of 
the number of state-funded schools where religious items or clothing form part of 
the uniform policy for pupils or staff. 
It is for the governing body of each school to decide whether pupils should wear a 
uniform, and if so, what that should be. We do, however, expect schools to have 
full regard to their responsibilities under equalities law, and to act sensibly, fairly 
and flexibly in the interests of all their students in setting their school uniform 
policy. 
Any dress code for school staff is an issue for the employer, whether that is the 
governing body or the local authority. As part of the general terms and conditions 
of employment agreed with employees, employers should consider an appropriate 
dress code, relevant to the individual setting, taking into account the requirements 
of the post and having proper regard to equality and diversity considerations. 
School uniform guidance can be found at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-uniform 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0
002.htm#14032098000045  
 

Free Schools 
Mr Sheerman: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what proportion of free 
schools approved to date are faith schools. [192226] 

Mr Timpson: 37 of 142 open mainstream free schools have a faith designation 
(26%); this compares to 34% of all state-funded mainstream schools. 

Mr Sheerman: To ask the Secretary of State for Education how many and what 
proportion of faith free schools opened to date have met the 50 per cent target of children 
and young people attending the school who do not belong to that faith. [192227] 

Mr Timpson: There is no target for the proportion of children attending a free 
school who do not belong to the designated faith of such a school. When over-
subscribed, faith  designated free  schools may take  account of faith in  allocating  
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-uniform
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0002.htm#14032098000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0002.htm#14032098000045
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up to 50% of their places. The remaining places must be allocated on the basis of 
over-subscription criteria not related to faith, and may be filled by pupils of the 
faith, other faiths or none. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0
002.htm#14032098000047  
 

Census 
Simon Danczuk: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what monitoring mechanisms his Department uses to inform policy making and priority 
setting to reduce inequalities for ethnic communities not recognised on the national 
census. [192347] 

Stephen Williams: The Department for Communities and Local Government 
considers equality issues in exercising its functions, including in setting priorities 
within its budget, in order to comply with equality legislation and to ensure it 
understands how its activities will affect specific groups in society. It takes a 
proportionate approach to assessing equality which is properly considered from 
the outset with a simple audit trail. 
The Government is clear that producing formal equality impact assessment 
documents is not required in order to ensure compliance with the legal 
responsibility to consider equality impacts. 
In February 2012, DCLG published “Creating the conditions for integration” setting 
out our approach to achieving a more integrated society. Together with the 
Equality Strategy and the Social Mobility Strategy this is a three part approach to 
tackling disadvantage and inequality across all communities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0
001.htm#14032086000010  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Overview of Equality Results from the 2011 Census Release 2    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00446638.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Selous: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations the UK has made to Israel about the recent settler land 
encroachment in the West Bank villages of Salfeet, Isaka, Broqeen, Yasouf and Hares. 
[192100] 

Hugh Robertson: The Prime Minister raised the issue of settlements during his 
visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 13-14 March. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0
001.htm#14032097000013  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0002.htm#14032098000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0002.htm#14032098000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0001.htm#14032086000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0001.htm#14032086000010
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00446638.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0001.htm#14032097000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140320/text/140320w0001.htm#14032097000013
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about the death of the Jordanian magistrate, Mr Raed Zeiter, 
killed on 10 March near the Allenby Bridge.[HL5931] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Defence 
Force on 11 March 2014. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#140
32061000251  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with relevant parties regarding the viability of the Palestinian economy under the current 
circumstances in the region.[HL5998] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We continue to engage regularly with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the Office 
of the Quartet Representative, and European and other partners on the 
Palestinian economy. The Government agrees with the World Bank analysis that 
movement and access restrictions constitute the single biggest obstacle to the 
viability of trade and economic development and that Area C is key to the future of 
the West Bank economy. We continue to ask the Israeli government to ease its 
restrictions and to allow development of Palestinian communities in Area C. The 
UK stands ready to support the Initiative for the Palestinian Economy and has 
launched two Department for International Development programmes to support 
Palestinian economic development: a £12.5m Palestinian Market Development 
Programme to support small businesses in the West Bank and Gaza, and a £6.2 
million programme to support development of rural Palestinian communities in 
Area C. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#140
32061000257  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister condemns Israeli settlement plans 
Commenting on decisions taken by the Government of Israel on 19 March to advance 
plans for 2,372 new settlement units in the West Bank, Minister for the Middle East Hugh 
Robertson, said: 
I condemn the decisions taken by the Israeli authorities to advance a number of 
settlement plans in the occupied West Bank. The UK’s position on settlements is 
longstanding: they are illegal under international law, undermine trust and threaten the 
viability of the two-state solution. Nothing must detract from international efforts to secure 
a lasting, just and final settlement to the conflict. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-israeli-settlement-plans  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#14032061000251
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#14032061000251
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#14032061000257
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140320w0001.htm#14032061000257
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-israeli-settlement-plans
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European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the Israeli settlement 
announcement  
I am deeply disappointed by the Israeli plans to expand settlements, advancing the 
construction of over 2300 housing units. Any unilateral action prejudging final status 
issues threatens the current peace negotiations and, as a consequence, the two-state 
solution.  
This has been repeatedly stressed by the international community. The 28 Foreign 
Ministers of the Member States of the European Union unanimously warned against 
actions that undermine the current negotiations and deplored Israel's continuous 
expansion of settlements. I urge the Israeli authorities to reconsider their plans and to 
reverse their decision. The current peace talks represent a unique opportunity for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. A final peace agreement will bring huge benefits to both 
peoples. Such an historic opportunity should not be squandered. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140321_03_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy gravely concerned at reported plans for new Israeli settlements 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process on Saturday 
voiced grave concern at the Israeli Government's reported plans to advance over 2,300 
settlement units, many of them deep inside the West Bank. 
“This development is particularly unhelpful against the backdrop of a volatile situation on 
the ground and as US-led peace negotiations have reached a critical stage,” … He 
reiterated that settlements are illegal under international law and cannot be reconciled 
with Israel's stated intention to pursue a two-State solution. 
Senior UN officials have repeatedly stated that settlement plans threaten renewed hopes 
for Israeli-Palestinian peace, and have stressed the need to avoid actions that negatively 
impact ongoing peace talks. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47411&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.Uy8WQK2S
wbc  
 
UN expert calls for assessing legal status of prolonged Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian lands 
An independent United Nations human rights expert today called for an assessment by 
the International Court of Justice of the legal status of Israel’s prolonged occupation of 
Palestinian Territory. 
“Special steps must be taken to ensure that the human rights of the Palestinian people 
are protected and the rule of law established in an occupation which has lasted now for 
more than 45 years,” said Richard Falk, UN Special Rapporteur on occupied Palestine, in 
a press release ahead of the presentation of his final report to the UN Human Rights 
Council on Monday. 
Asking that the Court – the UN’s highest legal body – weigh allegations that the 
occupation has legally unacceptable characteristics of “colonialism, apartheid and ethnic 
cleansing,” the expert also called on the Council to examine the legal implications of the 
occupation, and urged the international community to act decisively to uphold Palestinian 
human rights. … 
Mr. Falk also reiterated concerns on the separation wall, recalling that, in 2004, the ICJ 
declared the barrier’s construction illegal in the occupied territory. … 
The Special Rapporteur called for urgent attention to the deterioration of the situation in 
East  Jerusalem,  which  his  report  describes as a  “microcosm  of the  fragmentation  of  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140321_03_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47411&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.Uy8WQK2Swbc
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47411&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.Uy8WQK2Swbc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14421&LangID=E


 5

 

territory taking place throughout the West Bank.” … 
“We mustn’t forget that thousands of Palestinian political detainees, including children, 
remain in Israeli prisons. Among them are more than a hundred administrative detainees. 
Many of them are subjected to ill-treatment and torture from the time of their arrest to 
their interrogation in detention,” said Mr. Falk. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47406&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uy8WYq2Swbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47406&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uy8WYq2Swbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
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** Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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