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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
Jim Murphy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations her Department has made to the Israeli Government about oil production 
in Gaza. [191059] 

Mr Duncan: DFID is not aware of any conversations between the Department and 
the Israeli Government about oil production in Gaza. DFID does, however, work 
closely with the embassy in Tel Aviv to raise concerns with the Government of 
Israel about the need to find both an immediate and long-term solution to Gaza's 
energy crisis. One of the priority issues we and our EU partners raise with Israel is 
the necessity of co-operation in facilitating the development of the Gaza Marine 1 
gas field. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/text/140311w0
003.htm#14031197000007  
 
 

Downing Street 

David Cameron’s speech to the Knesset in Israel 
… what I have always understood is the extraordinary journey of the Jewish people. 
Thousands of years of history in this holy land. Thousands of years of persecution. And 
even today, some people despicably questioning your right to exist. … 
 One of the most moving experiences I have had as Prime Minister came in January this 
year, when I held a reception in Downing Street for 50 Survivors of the Sho’ah.  I met 
some of the most inspiring people and heard some of the most incredible stories.   …  All 
of the survivors have made such an incredible contribution to Britain.   And one of the 
things so many of them have done – and which never ceases to amaze me - is to go into 
our schools and share their testimony first hand.  …   And I am determined that long after 
they are gone and long after we are all gone their memory will be as strong and vibrant 
as it is today.   … 
 But remembering the past goes far beyond that horrific suffering of a generation.  
 It is about remembering the long and rightful search of a people for a nation.  And the 
right for the Jewish people to live a peaceful and prosperous life in Israel.   … 
  That begins with our commitment to Israel’s security. On my last visit here I took a 
helicopter ride heading north over Israel.    Looking right to the Jordan River and left to the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/text/140311w0003.htm#14031197000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/text/140311w0003.htm#14031197000007
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Mediterranean Sea, I really appreciated for the first time just how narrow and vulnerable 
this land is. A vulnerability that has already seen 38 missiles from Gaza this year alone. 
A vulnerability that just this week has seen the interception of the Klos C ship - yet 
another despicable attempt by the Iranians to smuggle more long-range rockets into 
Gaza. A vulnerability that has too often seen nearby Palestinian schools being named in 
honour of suicide bombers. It gave me a renewed understanding of what it must be like 
to be afraid in your own home.  … 
 I will always stand up for the right of Israel to defend its citizens. A right enshrined in 
international law, in natural justice and fundamental morality, and in decades of common 
endeavour between Israel and her allies.  … 
 The Jewish community has been an absolute exemplar in integrating into British life in 
every way but integration doesn’t mean that you have to give up things that you hold very 
dear in your religion. When people challenged kosher Shechita. I have defended it. I 
fought as a back-bench Member of Parliament against the last attempt to do something 
to change this. And there’s no way I’m allowing that to change now I’m Prime Minister. 
On my watch Shechita is safe in the UK.  
 I am proud to be pursuing the strongest and deepest possible relationship between our 2 
countries.  …  And to those who do not share my ambition who want to boycott Israel I 
have a clear message.  Britain opposes boycotts. Whether it’s trade unions campaigning 
for the exclusion of Israelis or universities trying to stifle academic exchange Israel’s 
place as a homeland for the Jewish people will never rest on hollow resolutions passed 
by amateur politicians.   … 
 Britain fully supports the great work that American Secretary of State John Kerry has 
been leading. And we believe that in Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas you 
have leaders who want peace too.  … 
 But people come to this Parliament from all over the world and talk about maps and 
population numbers and processes and deadlines. They tell you how to run your peace 
process. I will not do that. You know I want peace and a 2 state solution. You don’t need 
lectures from me about how to get there.  
 What I want to say is something different. What I want to say is this: Imagine what this 
land would be like if a 2 state solution was actually achieved.  … 
 Let’s be clear what that means.  
 An end to the outrageous lectures on human rights that Israel receives at the United 
Nations from the likes of Iran and North Korea.  
 An end to the ridiculous situation where last year the United Nations General Assembly 
passed 3 times as many resolutions on Israel as on Syria, Iran and North Korea put 
together.   No more excuses for the 32 countries in the United Nations who refuse to 
recognise Israel.  …  Imagine Israel - like any other democratic nation - finally treated fairly 
and normally by all.  … 
 Imagine too how this new future would feel.  
 Because this isn’t just about security and prosperity …  This is about justice for 2 peoples.  
 Dignity for the Jewish people and yes, dignity for the Palestinian people too.   Generations 
of Jewish and Palestinian children for once growing up in hope not fear.  
 Israel is a nation where around every corner there is a memorial and a reminder of those 
who fought to create a modern Israel from the human tragedies of the past.   But those 
sacrifices were not just to build a State that was physically secure.   They were to build a 
state that would fulfil its rightful moral position in a region where security, dignity and 
mutual respect would be the new watchwords.  …  
I am convinced we will be fighting Islamic extremism for the rest of my political lifetime. 
We must tackle this poisonous thinking at home and abroad and resist the ideologues’ 
attempts to divide the world into a clash of civilisations. … 
Later this week you will celebrate Purim. 
You will recall the time when the Jewish people were under threat of extermination in 
ancient Persia. And you will experience a day of joy in memory of the way the Jewish 
people were saved and freedom was delivered. 
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All of us here long for the day that the Jewish people can be free and safe in their 
homeland. … So as I stand here with you and look to the future, my message to you 
today is simply this: we’ll be with you every step of the way. 
Anachnu Beyachad. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-camerons-speech-to-the-knesset-in-
israel  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy urges restraint after Palestinians killed in security incidents in West 
Bank 
A senior United Nations official in Jerusalem today voiced his deep concern at reports 
that three Palestinians died in separate security-related incidents in the West Bank within 
a 24-hour period, and called for restraint by all concerned. 
“We urge that thorough investigations be conducted into all such cases, welcoming steps 
taken to this effect, and that accountability for any violations of international law be 
ensured,” Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, James W. 
Rawley, said in a statement. “We call on all concerned to demonstrate restraint and work 
towards de-escalating tensions,” he added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47329&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyCbDOeS
wbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/14031
1-0001.htm#14031152000001 
 

Third Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/14031
1-0003.htm#14031174001449  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-camerons-speech-to-the-knesset-in-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-camerons-speech-to-the-knesset-in-israel
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47329&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyCbDOeSwbc
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47329&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyCbDOeSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/140311-0001.htm#14031152000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/140311-0001.htm#14031152000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/140311-0003.htm#14031174001449
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140311/debtext/140311-0003.htm#14031174001449
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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