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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Extremism 
Henry Smith: What steps [is the Secretary of State for the Home Office] taking to 
prevent extremism. [902908] 

The Minister for Security and Immigration (James Brokenshire): Under the 
Government’s Prevent strategy, which aims to stop people becoming involved in 
and supporting terrorism, we work closely with local authorities, the police, and 
other agencies to confront and disrupt extremism. The Prime Minister’s extremism 
taskforce has identified further practical steps to strengthen our response to all 
forms of extremism, and these are being taken forward. 

Henry Smith: What increased steps are being taken to meet the security threat from 
British-born foreign fighters coming back from Syria? How can local communities in this 
country, where they identify radicalisation, be better supported? 

James Brokenshire: I thank my hon. Friend. I know the particular focus he 
attaches to this issue in relation to his constituency. Syria is the number one 
destination for jihadists anywhere in the world. Our priority, through the Prevent 
strategy, is to dissuade people from travelling there. Messages are given at a 
local level, and I note that in my hon. Friend’s Crawley constituency there has 
been a community briefing event to discuss Syria-related issues and that faith 
leaders are taking an active role. I welcome that community action. 

Barry Sheerman: Does the Minister agree that if we are to tackle extremism at the roots 
we must do something about our schools, which even now have been neglecting the 
whole citizenship agenda? Is he as disturbed as I am by certain spokespeople on the 
radio and television denigrating democracy as a form of government? Is it not at school 
that we should be extolling the virtues of living in a free and open democratic system? 

James Brokenshire: I thoroughly endorse what the hon. Gentleman says. Many 
Members from across the House go to schools to underline key points on 
democracy and the values that define our country, and that work continues in our 
schools. The Department for Education is a key partner in the work of Prevent and 
in examining steps to be taken forward by the Prime Minister’s extremism 
taskforce. 

 [902924] Michael Fabricant: My hon. Friend will know that there are websites and 
social media that seek to radicalise young Muslims in our community. What steps is the 
Home Office taking to try to interfere with, or completely stop, those websites and social 
media? 
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James Brokenshire: My hon. Friend makes an important point on the impact of 
online radicalisation. The counter terrorism internet referral unit is removing more 
illegal terrorist content than ever before—since 2010, it has removed more than 
26,000 pieces of illegal terrorist material online—but there is more work to do. We 
continue to work with the industry to ensure that, where we can prevent extremist 
material from getting into people’s homes, that is precisely what we will do. 

Julian Huppert: Has the Minister seen the evidence which shows that counter-speech is 
one of the most effective ways of driving people away from information online? Will he 
put more effort into supporting it, so that we can divert people from extremism? 

James Brokenshire: As the hon. Gentleman says, it is important to ensure that 
different perspectives and points of view are articulated online. I continue to have 
discussions with internet service companies about how we can best help them 
with the good work that many are doing in helping community organisations to 
provide that counter-narrative. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/14031
0-0001.htm#14031014000021  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools 
Andrew Griffiths: To ask the Secretary of State for Education how many pupils of each 
ethnicity who (a) were and (b) were not eligible for free school meals attended faith (i) 
primary and (ii) secondary schools in each year for which records are available. [190275] 

Mr Laws: The information requested can be produced only at disproportionate 
cost. 
Data on the characteristics of pupils and schools are provided in the Department 
for Education's annual statistical release 'Schools, pupils and their characteristics'. 
The latest release of ‘Schools, pupils and their characteristics' is available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-pupils-and-their-
characteristics-january-2013  
The following information is published: 
1. Table 2d (national tables) shows the number of pupils in schools by the 
religious character of the school. 
2. Table 3a (national tables) shows the number of pupils known to be eligible for 
and claiming free school meals. 
3. Table 4a (national tables) shows the number of pupils of compulsory school age 
by their ethnicity. 
4. The underlying data (school level schools pupils) contains the religious 
character of each school that returned school census information (where 
applicable), the number of pupils known to be eligible for and claiming free school 
meals and an ethnic breakdown of the pupils in each school, but does not 
combine these factors. 
Similar data for previous years are available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140306/text/140306w0
001.htm#14030696000026  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Fiona Bruce (1158) Guidelines on assisted suicide and public safety – That this 
House notes and draws to the attention of those wishing to change the law on assisted 
suicide, the remarks of the  Minister  of State at the  Department of  Justice,  Lord Faulks,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/140310-0001.htm#14031014000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/140310-0001.htm#14031014000021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140306/text/140306w0001.htm#14030696000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140306/text/140306w0001.htm#14030696000026
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during a debate on 5 March 2014 in the House of Lords, that since the publication of the 
Guidelines of Assisted Suicide four cases were referred onwards for prosecution for 
murder or serious assault; believes that the emergence of these cases shows how well 
the current guidelines are working; and reasserts its belief that to relax the current law 
would add further to the number of unlawful killings and murders and that the most 
important considerations are the protection of vulnerable people and public safety. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/1158  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the recent military action against 
worshippers at the Al Aqsa Mosque.[HL5489] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The Government’s understanding of the situation concerning Al Aqsa Mosque is 
that Israel has not taken military action but that Israeli security forces accompany 
Israeli groups to Temple Mount/Haram Al Sharif which has led to confrontations 
with protestors. We regularly urge the Israeli authorities to comply with their 
obligations under international law as an occupying power in East Jerusalem, 
including with regard to the protection of holy sites. We have also made clear that, 
given the particular sensitivities, provocative actions in the holy sites of Jerusalem 
pose a risk to the peace process and must be avoided. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#140
31010000306  

 
Gaza 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether there are plans for the 
emergency evacuation of Gaza if the humanitarian situation there worsens.[HL5486] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has no plans for the emergency evacuation of Gaza. We remain 
concerned by the humanitarian situation in Gaza and continue to press Israel to 
ease its restrictions on movement of goods and people. The Department for 
International Development (DFID) supports the Palestinian Authority and the UN 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide basic services, such as education 
and health, to the people of Gaza. DFID also funds the UN Access Coordination 
Unit to facilitate the transfer of vital humanitarian assistance, including medical 
equipment and supplies. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
reports that the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East was prevented by Hamas from taking advantage of Israeli expertise and 
equipment in building a water desalination plant in Gaza. [HL5560] 

Baroness Northover: The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East reports that it has no knowledge of any offer from the 
Israeli government to provide technical expertise or equipment to build a water 
desalination plant in Gaza. The UK Government is concerned about the 
availability of fresh drinking water for  Palestinians in Gaza.  According to the UN,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/1158
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#14031010000306
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#14031010000306


 4

 

over 90% of the water from the Gaza aquifer is unsafe for human consumption 
without treatment, and the coastal aquifer is set to become too polluted for use by 
2016.  

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Northover on 11 February (WA 120), what assessment they have made of the 
remarks of the head of the World Health Organisation in Jerusalem that the shortages of 
medicines are due to the conflict between the two Palestinian health ministers.[HL5561] 

Baroness Northover: The shortage of medicine in Gaza is a serious issue. 
Shortages of medicine have largely been due to restrictions on movements of 
goods into Gaza. Reduced access between Egypt and Gaza, with the closure of 
illegal tunnels in the south of Gaza, has also had a serious effect on the 
availability of medicine. According to the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, medical supplies donated by international 
actors, which had previously been transferred directly through the Rafah 
Crossing, are no longer entering via this route.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#140
31010000297  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hezbollah 
Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of involvement by Hezbollah’s political wing in terrorist activities. 
[190514] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not received any 
reports of involvement by Hizballah’s political wing in terrorism. 

Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of Hezbollah’s military presence in Syria. [190515] 

Hugh Robertson: We condemn Hizballah’s ongoing military support for the brutal 
Assad regime in Syria and its recent involvement in the fighting around Yabroud. 
We have consistently called for Iran, Hizballah and all other foreign fighters and 
forces to withdraw from Syria. 
We are very concerned by the impact of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon. We urge all 
parties in Lebanon to abide by Lebanon’s policy of neutrality with respect to the 
Syrian crisis. Lebanon’s hard-won peace must not become another victim of 
Assad’s determination to hang on to power at any cost. 

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of Iran's relationship with Hezbollah. [190527] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to have serious concerns about Iran's support for 
the military wing of Hezbollah. This support includes the provision of significant 
financial resources, training and weapons, in contravention of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1747. 

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of recent weapons transfers to Hezbollah from Syria. 
[190528] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain concerned by reports of continuing weapons 
transfers to Hezbollah. Any such transfers are in violation of Security Council 
resolution 1701 and pose a threat to Lebanese and regional stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0
002.htm#14031033000127  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#14031010000297
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140310w0001.htm#14031010000297
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0002.htm#14031033000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0002.htm#14031033000127
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Egypt 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether the 
Minister of State in her Department discussed the flow of humanitarian aid and the 
normalisation of trade across borders between Sinai and the Gaza Strip on her recent 
visit to representatives of the Egyptian Government in Cairo. [190746] 

Mr Duncan: No DFID Ministers have visited Egypt recently. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0
002.htm#14031033000116  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mark Durkan (1147) Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon – That this House recognises 
the current political situation in Lebanon and the need to affirm legitimate governance in 
a time of crisis; acknowledges the impact of Syrian refugees on Lebanon and the political 
concerns this is raising for the stability in the country; expresses deep concern over the 
discrimination against Palestinian refugees in Lebanon due to their status and the 
resulting lack of access to legal mechanisms; calls on the Lebanese authorities to ensure 
the safety and security of all Palestinian refugees within Lebanon; and further calls on the 
Government to assure Lebanon of the necessary support in assisting the refugees 
present in Lebanon, ensuring the provision of food, medical supplies and basic rights. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/1147  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/140310-
0002.htm#14031014000001  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0002.htm#14031033000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/text/140310w0002.htm#14031033000116
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/1147
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/140310-0002.htm#14031014000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140310/debtext/140310-0002.htm#14031014000001
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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