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Holocaust 

House of Lords Debate 

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
includes: 
GC384  Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are their priorities 
during their chairmanship of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance in 2014. 
… Few countries in the world have as noble a record as the UK when it comes to 
Holocaust remembrance. This is the month in which the Government assume the chair of 
the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance … The Government are to be 
congratulated on the recent establishment of the Holocaust Commission, on legislating 
for the return of stolen art, including Holocaust education in the national curriculum and 
appointing a special envoy for post-Holocaust issues. They have also housed the 
Holocaust Archives at the Wiener Library in London and participated in the online 
publication of the global catalogue of looted art. … 
However … survivors need action as well as memorials. They need action to combat the 
resurgence of anti-Semitism in Europe and they need help to reclaim their cultural 
heritage. The Holocaust was not only genocide; it was the greatest theft in history. The 
Nazis, and in some countries the communists, took not just people’s lives but their 
religious heritage, their property, their professions and their assets. …  
Poland is isolated as the only European country not to have enacted comprehensive 
legislation and settle the claims; indeed, it has retained communist nationalisation laws 
despite urging by international organisations and, most recently, by US Vice-President 
Biden. Many survivors live in poverty while their property is inhabited by the now free and 
democratic citizens of their former country of residence. The fact that Poland was a 
victim country itself does not remove the obligation to restore stolen property from which 
its citizens continue to benefit. …  
This year, Holocaust remembrance needs to be refreshed and remodelled for future 
generations. There are already countless memorials around the world. There is a 
veritable tourist industry in trips to the sites of former concentration camps. In this country 
we have three Holocaust museums, memorial days and sophisticated education 
programmes. There is much to be gained by viewing “Schindler’s List” and reading The 
Hare with Amber Eyes and The Diary of Anne Frank, but these efforts are not an excuse 
for not taking the more difficult actions that survivors need. Moreover, all the conferences 
and education have failed signally to hold back the resurgence of anti-Semitism that we 
now see on the continent of Europe: …  
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights reported on Jewish experiences of 
anti-Semitism   in   eight  European  nations   in  2013:  76%  said   that  there  had  been  
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deterioration in the past five years and 21% had experienced an incident. I suggest to the 
Government that we need a vigorous search for, and return of, looted art, and use of the 
remedies that already exist in law to stamp on the anti-Semitic actions and words that are 
suffered every day. …  

 

col GC387 Lord Gold:  … The Government take up the chair as anti-Semitism is again 
rising in many places … It is often excused as criticism of Israel or support for animal 
welfare as, again, religious slaughter of animals is attacked … The sight of young men 
making the quenelle gesture in front of concentration camps and before the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem demonstrates how the message of the Holocaust risks being lost only 70 
years after being revealed to the world after the Second World War. …  
I fear for the future, for a time when there are no Holocaust survivors left to tell us what 
happened to them and when the Holocaust appears to many to be just another history 
lesson. Those who deny what happened are very clever. …  

 

GC388 Lord Wills: … Restitution is important because, while nothing can undo the evil 
that was done, it at least recognises that evil was done. …  

 

col GC391  Lord Finkelstein: … Holocaust remembrance is about to face its biggest 
challenge. We are going to need to think about how to keep the memory of the Holocaust 
alive when the distinct and irreplaceable voice of the survivors can be heard no more. I 
recall my mother preparing to speak at our synagogue and telling me for the first time 
that she and her sister had seen their family friends, Margot and Anne Frank, arrive in 
Belsen, and that her sister had recorded the event in a little pocket diary, the keeping of 
which was in itself a crime under the camp terms. She asked me if I thought the children 
would be interested. Yes, I thought they would be interested. My mum is still alive and 
continues to give talks about her experiences, but how do we replace that electrifying 
testimony? That is the job of the Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission to consider and 
should also be a priority during our chairmanship of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. …  

 

col GC393  Baroness Whitaker: … it is not enough to commemorate. One Roma man I 
talked to said, “There is a Kristallnacht every weekend in the Czech Republic. Today it is 
nothing extraordinary to see patrols of extremists in T-shirts with slogans such as ‘Burn 
the Gypsies’”. Segregated education of Roma children en masse exists. Forced 
sterilisation exists. Inhuman and degrading treatment by police exists. …  

 

col GC399  Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … I reassure all noble Lords that we will 
continue to raise our concerns about the lack of implementation of international 
declarations on restitution. Moreover, we will go on highlighting UK initiatives on 
restitution, including the Spoliation Advisory Panel, established in 2000 to advise 
claimants and institutions in the UK on claims for the return of works of art lost during the 
Nazi era …  
The Prime Minister, on visiting Yad Vashem in Jerusalem in 2006, wrote: “We owe it to 
those who died—and those who survived—to build a world in which this can never 
happen again”. The pledge of our Prime Minister is the pledge of our Government. That 
is why Britain will remember. That is why Britain will never stand by. That is why I say to 
everyone present, both domestically and internationally, the past will never die, and its 
valuable lessons will not be forgotten as we build our future and our tomorrow for the 
benefit not just of ourselves but of generations to come. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-
gc0001.htm#14022777000345  
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Israel 
House of Lords Debate 

Syria and the Middle East 
includes: 
col 1015  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … In the past 
month, more than 30 Palestinian protesters were injured by Israeli live ammunition, while 
two Israeli soldiers were injured. Both Israeli and Palestinian security forces have foiled 
terrorist attacks on Israel, allegedly planned by individuals in the West Bank. Attacks by 
settlers on Palestinian property also continued. Progress towards peace and a two-state 
solution is desperately needed …  

 

col 1020  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … One source of aid and relief which receives 
little publicity is from neighbouring Israel—a surprise to many people. Israel has given 
medical treatment to some 700 Syrians, and the IDF even set up a field hospital 
specifically for the purpose of treating Syrian refugees. It is estimated that the number of 
Syrians seeking medical treatment in Israel will rise in the next year. Through liaison with 
the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, the Israeli defence force—the 
army—organised for food and winter supplies to be distributed to the Syrian population 
close to the Israeli border. We are also informed that the IDF frequently leaves aid 
parcels along Israel’s border with Syria. 
The Israeli public have mobilised in aid of the Syrian population. More than 20,000 items 
of winter clothing were donated in response to an appeal by over 30 youth groups and 
Israeli Flying Aid, an organisation which supplies aid to countries with no diplomatic 
relations with Israel. Members of the Knesset of varying political parties have supported 
this campaign. On top of that, Israel has been working in partnership to support Syrian 
refugees in neighbouring Jordan, where there are thought to be half a million escaping 
the war … 
All that has been done despite the fact that Israel and Syria are still technically at war 
with one another … 
CNN carried the quote that a fighter, possibly a rebel, to whom Israel provided medical 
care said: “The regime used to make us hate it, but it turned out to be the best country”. 
That was just one man’s comment but the fact is that you achieve a lot more by helping 
people than bombing them, from within or without. … 

 

col 1032  Lord Wright of Richmond: …  to turn to the question of Israeli settlements, I 
hope that the Minister can update us on whether efforts by ourselves and our European 
partners to stop the continued expansion of these illegal colonies have met with any 
positive response. What representations have we made about the addition of 35 further 
settlements as national priority areas, or the demolition of Palestinian homes by the 
Israeli armed forces in the Jordan valley over the past three months? …  

 

col 1045  Lord Marlesford: The Israel-Palestine situation is entering an even more 
serious phase. It continues to drop its poison into the region and more widely, providing 
the leitmotif for the jihadists and making it ever harder for moderate Islamic interests, 
such as Fatah, to negotiate a long-term solution. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-
0001.htm#14022779000578  
 

col 1053  Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … Perhaps it is finally dawning on the two sets of 
protagonists that they can no longer count on the unquestioning support of their external 
backers. The fact that Prime Minister Netanyahu has been criticised for even 
contemplating the possibility that some Israeli settlers might find themselves living in a 
Palestinian state is surely a welcome first and a sign that some new thinking may be 
starting to percolate. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-0002.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-0001.htm#14022779000578
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-0001.htm#14022779000578
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-0002.htm
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Amnesty 

Trigger Happy: Israel’s use of excessive force in the West Bank 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE15/002/2014/en/349188ef-e14a-418f-ac20-
6c9e5c8d9f88/mde150022014en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0168/amend/pbc1682702a.1731-1732.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 (Consequential and Contrary Provisions 
and Scotland) Order 2014 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) (Jurisdiction and Recognition of Judgments) 
Regulations 2014 
Marriage of Same Sex Couples (Registration of Shared Buildings) Regulations 2014 
Marriage of Same Sex Couples (Use of Armed Forces’ Chapels) Regulations 2014 
 

House of Lords Motions to approve 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140227-
0002.htm#14022779000579  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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