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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Community Relations 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent work has 
been undertaken by the taskforce on tackling extremism. [186290] 

James Brokenshire: The Prime Minister's Task Force on Tackling Radicalisation 
and Extremism convened for the final time on 26 November 2013. During the five 
months of its operation, the Extremism Task Force considered a range of 
measures to confront extremism in all its forms, including in communities, schools, 
prisons, faith institutions or universities. 
On 4 December 2013 the Government published a document that set out the 
conclusions of the Task Force discussions and the practical steps that Ministers 
have agreed to address the gaps in our response to extremism. These include: 
Taking steps to ensure local authorities are supporting people on the front line of 
tackling extremism, and intervening where they are not taking the problem 
seriously; 
Giving additional support to local communities which are on the frontline of 
tackling extremism, and intervening where they are not taking the problem 
seriously; and Addressing extremism in institutions by improving oversight of 
religious supplementary schools, finding trained Muslim chaplains to challenge the 
extremist views on campuses and restricting the ability of extremist and terrorist 
prisoners to radicalise others. 
Departments will now provide regular updates to the Prime Minister on how their 
measures are being implemented, their impact, and any further steps needed for 
an effective and comprehensive approach to dealing with extremism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0
002.htm#140211101000074  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Question 

Israel 
Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the regional effect of the Government's approach to trade 
with Israel. [187173] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not made any 
assessment of the regional effect of the Government's approach to trade with 
Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0
001.htm#14021197000011 
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Office of the Quartet Representative 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is the cost to the Exchequer 
of maintaining the Office of the Quartet Representative; and what estimate they have 
made of the economic successes of the Quartet in the last ten years.[HL5088] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government does not provide any financial contribution towards maintaining the 
Office of the Quartet Representative (OQR). However, we do currently second 
two civil servants to the Office of the Quartet Representative in Jerusalem to 
support the work of the Quartet in reinforcing the prospects of a resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We assess that the OQR has delivered important 
economic outcomes that are helping to change the situation on the ground and 
bring the prospect of a two-state solution closer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#140
21181000745  

 
Israel 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations 
to the government of Israel for the early release and trial of the following individuals from 
the village of Hares in the West Bank who have been in custody since March 2013: (1) 
Ali Shamlawi, (2) Mohamed Kleit, (3) Mohamed Mehdi Suleiman, (4) Tamer Souf, and (5) 
Ammar Souf.[HL5106] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv met with the Israeli Defence Force 
and the Israeli Ministry of Justice on 27 January to raise our concerns over the 
cases of the five boys from Hares village currently in Israeli detention. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they provided any funding 
for the residential and other structures which the Israel Defence Force (IDF) demolished 
on 26 January in the Bedouin villages of Ibziq and Khirbet Yarza; and what recent 
discussions they have held with the government of Israel concerning reparations for IDF 
demolition of European Union-funded structures.[HL5252] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK has not provided funding for any of the structures 
demolished by the Israel Defence Force on 26 January. 
The Government has not had any discussions with the Israeli authorities over 
reparations for demolitions of EU funded structures, as this is a matter for the EU. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her  Majesty’s  Government  what  representations  they  have  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0001.htm#14021197000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0001.htm#14021197000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000745
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000745
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made to the government of Israel concerning the recent death of Mohammed 
Mubarak.[HL5254] 

Baroness Warsi: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have not made 
representations on this specific case. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#140
21181000730  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what are their policy objectives in 
respect of Israeli settlers living in the West Bank.[HL5253] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
policy on settlements is that they are illegal under international law and an 
obstacle to peace. We warmly welcome the resumption of peace talks between 
the Israelis and Palestinians, which US Secretary of State John Kerry has 
confirmed are to cover all final status issues, including borders and settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#140
21181000732  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning Palestinian children killed by the Israeli Defence 
Force in 2013; and what effect, if any, their discussions concerning the use of live fire 
have had in limiting fatalities.[HL5084] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We frequently raise their policing of Palestinian protests and the use of live 
fire which have led to the deaths of Palestinians including children, with the Israeli 
authorities. The fact that we continue to raise the issue at high levels is indicative 
of our disappointment that we have yet to see significant changes in the approach 
adopted by the Israeli security forces. 
Recent contact includes written correspondence between our Ambassador in Tel 
Aviv and the Israeli Ministry of Defence, and discussions between our Embassy 
officials and the Israeli National Security Council and the Israeli Office for the 
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 16 January. 
It was also an issue we raised during Israel’s Universal Periodic Review at the UN 
Human Rights Council on 29 October. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of elected parliamentarians of the Palestinian Legislative Council currently 
held in Israeli prisons.[HL5086] 

Baroness Warsi: According to the Palestinian human rights organisation 
Addameer, the number of elected Palestinian parliamentarians currently being 
held in Israeli prisons as of December 2013 is 14. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#140
21181000731  
 

Gaza 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have had discussions 
with the Palestinian Authority about the delays imposed by its Ministry of Health on the 
transfer of medical supplies to Gaza. [HL5058] 

Baroness Northover: Although we are aware that there have been delays, we do 
not believe that any such delays can be said to have been imposed by the 
Ministry of Health. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what immediate action they have 
discussed with the government of Israel and the European Union in order to get  drinking  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000730
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000730
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000732
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000732
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000731
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000731


 4

 

water to the inhabitants of Gaza.[HL5087] 
Baroness Northover: DfID regularly raises with our Israeli and EU counterparts 
the importance of providing access to clean drinking water for the inhabitants of 
Gaza. We work closely with the EU to monitor and assess humanitarian needs in 
Gaza, including access to drinking water. The EU is currently supporting water 
and sanitation programmes in Gaza and discussions are ongoing regarding the 
construction of a desalination plant, the viability of which will be determined by a 
sustainable power supply. The UK recently agreed to provide a further £10 million 
of support to the International Committee of the Red Cross, which includes 
improving access to clean water for over 60,000 people, including through 
building wastewater plants in Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they intend to take to 
encourage accountability in Gaza; and whether they support the trial in international 
courts of soldiers and militants on both sides suspected of violations of international 
law.[HL5089] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
supports accountability for violations of international humanitarian law. In this 
context we have repeatedly pressed Israel to implement the recommendations set 
out in the Turkel Commission’s report on “Israel’s Mechanisms for Examining and 
Investigating Complaints and Claims of Violations of the Laws of Armed Conflict 
According to International Law”. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had, or plan 
to have, with the government of Israel about allowing into Gaza building materials to 
complete United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East projects which have been approved by the Israeli Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories.[HL5104] 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to organise a demarche from all 
states contributing to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to the government of Israel concerning (1) the rate 
of approval of new projects in the Gaza Strip by the Israeli Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories, (2) the costs incurred by UNRWA when importing materials 
into Gaza, and (3) whether UNRWA should receive any reimbursement from the 
government of Israel of costs incurred while importing materials into Gaza. [HL5105] 

Baroness Northover: We are deeply concerned by the detrimental effect that 
restrictions on access of construction materials into Gaza are having on the local 
populace. The November meeting of the Advisory Commission of UNRWA 
highlighted the issue of the cost and availability of construction materials for 
international projects in Gaza. We regularly urge the Israeli Government to ease 
restrictions on construction materials for both international projects and the private 
sector. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#140
21181000714  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Hezbollah 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if his 
Department will proscribe the whole of Hezbollah as a terrorist organisation. [186497] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000714
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000714
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James Brokenshire: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Home Department. 
The UK proscribed Hezbollah's External Security Organisation in 2001. In 2008 
the proscription was extended to include the whole of Hezbollah's military 
apparatus, namely the Jihad Council and all the units reporting to it. It is 
Government policy not to comment on whether, or not, a group is under 
consideration for proscription. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) what 
assessment his Department has made of the threat of Hezbollah to the UK's national 
interests; [186505] 
(2) what assessment his Department has made of Hezbollah fundraising activities in 
the (a) UK, (b) EU and (c) rest of the world. [186507] 
James Brokenshire: I have been asked tor reply on behalf of the Home Department. 

It is long-standing Government practice not to comment on intelligence 
assessments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0
001.htm#14021197000009  
 

Hezbollah 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice whether any individuals in England 
or Wales have been found guilty of fundraising for Hezbollah's proscribed military wing to 
date. [186506] 

James Brokenshire: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Home 
Department. 
Since the proscription of the Hezbollah military wing, no individuals have been 
convicted of fundraising for Hezbollah's military wing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0
003.htm#1402125000012  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0001.htm#14021197000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0001.htm#14021197000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0003.htm#1402125000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140211/text/140211w0003.htm#1402125000012
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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