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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Questions 

Children: Racist and Islamophobic Bullying 
Baroness Hussein-Ece: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps are being taken 
to address the reported increase in the number of children who contacted Childline in the 
last year complaining of racist and Islamophobic bullying. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash): My 
Lords, all schools must have a behaviour policy with measures to prevent all 
forms of bullying. Ofsted specifically considers how well schools tackle bullying 
and discrimination and we have strengthened teachers’ powers to discipline pupils 
for poor behaviour including bullying. We are also providing £4 million to four anti-
bullying organisations to tackle bullying in schools. The new curriculum also offers 
opportunities to address some of the underlying causes of bullying, including 
racist bullying, through developing greater understanding and tolerance. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: … Is he aware that ChildLine reported a 69% increase in this 
form of bullying in the past year alone, where students were forced to go to ChildLine 
rather than go to their school to have this matter addressed? Is he aware that ChildLine 
further said that it links this specifically to the intemperate language being used around 
immigration and with Muslim children being called “bombers” and “terrorists”? … 

 

Lord Nash: The noble Baroness is extremely experienced in these matters. 
Ofsted does look specifically at all types of bullying—cyberbullying and race and 
religion-related bullying—and in its inspectors’ handbook it says that they will look 
at the, “types, rates and patterns of bullying”, and at the school’s effectiveness in 
dealing with them. The noble Baroness raises a very good point on peer groups 
which I will undertake to discuss with Ofsted. … 

 

Lord Patel of Bradford: My Lords, the noble Baroness, Lady Hussein-Ece, mentioned 
the bullying of Muslim children and their being called “bombers”, linked to the media. The 
Government have a clear strategy—the Prevent strategy. Can the Minister tell me how 
his department links into the Prevent strategy and what it is doing to support teachers in 
that respect? 

Lord Nash: My department … has a particular group of people who carry out due 
diligence for it. It is also looking at concerns or issues about extremism in schools. 
We are heavily focused on this. …  

 

Baroness Afshar: My Lords, are the Government aware that  the  everyday  otherisation  
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of children in terms of their creed and colour results in their feeling that they do not 
belong in this society? It is hardly surprising that they grow up radicalised. Surely we 
have long since passed the time when you were defined by your creed or colour. What 
are the Government doing to eradicate from common-day parlance—in Parliament, in the 
papers and elsewhere—the definition of people by their religion? 

Lord Nash: My Lords, our society is now multiethnic. The only way we will 
succeed in making it truly civilised is if we eliminate all forms of racism and all 
celebrate the diversity of our country—I entirely agree with the noble Baroness. 
We expect all schools to teach tolerance and understanding of others in PSHE. 
We are heavily focused on this. The new national curriculum, which will come into 
force in September, will offer varied opportunities for pupils to learn about different 
cultures and religions. The citizenship programme is heavily focused on this, and 
the history curriculum should also celebrate the contribution of different races and 
ethnic groups to the history of our country. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140129-
0001.htm#14012956000428 
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Holocaust 

Prime Minister’s Questions 

Graham Evans: Holocaust memorial day took place on Monday. Would the Prime 
Minister join me in commending the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust in educating 
future generations about the holocaust? Would he comment on the Holocaust 
Commission that he formally launched this week? 

The Prime Minister: I am very grateful to my hon. Friend for his question. 
Holocaust memorial day is a very important day in our annual calendar and it 
gave me enormous pleasure to welcome to Downing street no fewer than 50 
holocaust survivors, who talked about their stories—incredibly moving and brave 
stories. We should thank them for the work they have done in going into school 
after school, college after college, to remind people of the dangers of what 
happened and how we should drive out hate and prejudice from every part of our 
national life. The Holocaust Commission has been set up—it is cross-party, with 
representatives from all parties—to ask the question: as, tragically, these 
Holocaust survivors come to the end of their lives, what should we do as a country 
to ensure that the memory of this never fades? Should that be a new museum, a 
new way of remembering, or a way of recording their memories?  
All those things will be looked at and I look forward to getting the commission’s 
report. I am sure it will have support across the House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140129/debtext/14012
9-0001.htm#14012950000005  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Speech given by the Secretary of State at the Holocaust Memorial Day 
commemoration 
… As Josef Stalin said, “A single death is a tragedy. A million deaths are just a statistic.” 
This is one day dedicated to remembrance reminds us of the people and the stories - not 
the  statistics.  The  walls of the  gas  chambers  cannot talk - and the  grass of the  killing  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140129-0001.htm#14012956000428
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140129-0001.htm#14012956000428
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140129/debtext/140129-0001.htm#14012950000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140129/debtext/140129-0001.htm#14012950000005
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fields have no voice. Human experience is the best memory. … 
Alongside the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Holocaust Education Trust - there 
are many other ways we combat anti-semitic, anti-muslim, and other hate crimes.  
The Anne Frank Trust uses her moving diary to educate others. Show Racism the Red 
Card has got top footballers behind it. And Tell MAMA brings unacceptable Muslim 
attacks to light. Their vigilant work stops the cracks of intolerance forming in today’s 
society. … 
The road back to Auschwitz is taken by steps. Small acts of intolerance can be very 
powerful. That is why we must always be vigilant. 
We are lucky enough to live in a largely tolerant society. But only a thin veneer separates 
us from committing such betrayals. Like the anti-semitic salute by a footballer - … 
I’d like to end with a quote. One which I think captures our responsibility - 
In Joel 1:3, he prophesises - “Tell it to your children, And let your children tell it to their 
children, And their children to the next generation.” Pledging to keep doing just that is 
what we all must do. We must continue to remember. 
Tor read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-trust  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Question 

Cwricwlwm Cymreig 
William Powell: Minister, earlier this week, I attended the national Holocaust 
commemoration at city hall, and this included a poignant address by the renowned Welsh 
author Heini Gruffudd, who spoke about the experiences of his own family under fascist 
oppression, and how the family found sanctuary in Wales. In the context of that, and 
given the work of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, would you undertake to consider 
incorporating into the Curriculum Cymreig some of the experiences of Welsh victims and 
survivors of the Holocaust, so that future generations may learn from the past? 

Huw Lewis: A very thought-provoking suggestion, I think, which, of course, I 
would be willing to consider. The Curriculum Cymreig, and the discussion that we 
will have around it as we roll out phase 2 of the curriculum review, will, I hope, 
take a very inclusive view of Welshness and the lived experiences of people who 
have been born or who have lived all or a part of their lives in Wales, and the role 
of Wales in the great sweep of history and those great events, such as the 
Holocaust, which we commemorate every year. So, yes, I will undertake to 
consider that. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/140129_plenary_bilingual.xml#126169  
[7 questions down] 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Question 

Middle East 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received of shipments of weapons from Iran to (a) Syria, (b) 
Lebanon and (c) the Gaza Strip. [184679] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain deeply concerned by reports, including from the UN 
Panel of Experts supporting UNSCR 1737 Committee, that Iran continues to 
transfer  arms  within  the  middle  east   and   Africa-including Syria,   Gaza,   and  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-trust
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/140129_plenary_bilingual.xml#126169
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Hezbollah in Lebanon-in violation of UN Security Council Resolutions. Iran must 
end such activity immediately. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140129/text/140129w0
005.htm#1401306000012  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140129-
0001.htm#14012956000437  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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