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Holocaust 

House of Commons Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
includes: 
col 520  Alistair Burt: … I thank—on behalf of all of us, I am sure—the Holocaust 
Educational Trust for its briefings and support, and for its extraordinary work in ensuring 
that a memory of the holocaust is kept alive by providing resources for education, the 
opportunity to visit Auschwitz, and the chance to meet remaining survivors. …  
A good definition of the holocaust is provided in the opening displays of the permanent 
exhibition at the Imperial War museum in London: “Under the cover of the Second World 
War, for the sake of their ‘new order,’ the Nazis sought to destroy all the Jews of Europe. 
For the first time in history, industrial methods were used for the mass extermination of a 
whole people. Six million were murdered, including 1,500,000 children. This event is 
called the Holocaust. 
The Nazis enslaved and murdered millions of others as well. Gypsies, people with 
physical and mental disabilities, Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, trade unionists, political 
opponents, prisoners of conscience, homosexuals, and others were killed in vast 
numbers.” …  
… Yad Vashem … tells the story of the holocaust through painful documentary, but, most 
poignantly of all, though family pictures and artefacts of the lost—the lost people and 
their lost homes, villages and towns. … 
Nearly one in every three senior citizens in Israel survived the camps or lived under Nazi 
occupation. According to a survey that was released earlier this year by the Foundation 
for the Benefit of Holocaust Victims in Israel, 37 Israeli holocaust survivors pass away 
each day. Of those who remain, many live alone and in poverty, psychologically and 
physically scarred by the trauma of their experiences. Those survivors often carry a deep 
need to share their stories, both to ease their personal pain and to educate others. In 
some cases, they crave the company of their fellow survivors—the only ones who can 
genuinely relate to their feelings and memories. As time goes by, the window of 
opportunity for reaching out to those ageing, vulnerable citizens grows smaller.  
The UK has been involved in co-ordinating finance from the Jewish community and 
others in this country to fund a series of centres where survivors can meet socially. … 
The holocaust is unique. There is no parallel—it was a cataclysmic event of such size 
and quantity that there can be none. …  
Anti-Semitism also pains the people of France, who saw three Jewish children  murdered  
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in Toulouse in May 2012, and where we currently see public demonstrations of support 
outside synagogues for an entertainer of clear anti-Semitic views, who has allowed a 
holocaust denier to share his stage. …  

 

col 526  Michael McCann: … The holocaust has always baffled me. If we are going to 
give away our age, I was born 20 years after those events. I have never understood how 
human beings in their millions could be so seduced by a message of hate that they could 
stand by and watch as other human beings were degraded, humiliated and murdered; 
how people could have stayed at the entrance to the gas chambers in Auschwitz, 
stripping people of their belongings and their last remnants of dignity, knowing that the 
fate that lay in store for them was a 20-minute, excruciatingly painful journey to death. …  

 

col 528  Stephen O'Brien: … Above all, I want to pay tribute in my brief contribution to 
the Holocaust Educational Trust. I have been a beneficiary over the last 12 months, and I 
visited Auschwitz-Birkenau with the trust in what is a Government-funded programme. 
We are accountable in respect of how worth while the experience is—and of that, I am in 
no doubt. …  
We do see some anti-Semitic behaviour in our midst today—on the football terraces, for 
example. … We must not allow the excuse of “What happens on the terraces stays on 
the terraces”. In this instance, with anti-Semitic behaviour, holocaust denial or teasing 
chants, the police must enforce the laws of the land. If we allow a chink in this armour, 
we start to excuse something that is historically inexcusable. … 

 

col 530  Louise Ellman: … It is absolutely essential for new generations to receive 
education about the brutality, the depravity, and the racial hatred involved in the 
organisation of the calculated mass murder of 6 million people. That lesson needs to be 
learnt so that people not only know about the unique horror of the holocaust, but 
understand where hatred and bigotry can lead, because that affects all of our society and 
all the people in it. …  
Sadly, anti-Semitism has not gone away, even following the horrors of the holocaust. A 
very recent European survey made disturbing findings in that regard. There is also anti-
Semitic discourse: not explicit anti-Semitism, but reference in writing, speech and films to 
images and words which invoke feelings of anti-Semitism. The Community Security Trust 
has listed incidents of anti-Semitic discourse in its recent report and they are extremely 
disturbing. … 

 

col 531  Lee Scott: … Anti-Semitism has not gone away. At the last general election… I 
was approached by some people while out campaigning and called a “dirty Jew” and was 
told they wished to kill me. On a fairly regular basis I still get anti-Semitic e-mails. Has 
anyone learned anything from history? …  

 

col 533  Ian Austin: … I have seen young people visiting Auschwitz with the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, and I have seen their lives being changed by witnessing the appalling 
evidence of the industrial-scale slaughter that took place at Birkenau. I have seen them 
return to Dudley to campaign against racism and build a stronger and more united 
community. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/14012
3-0003.htm#14012382000002 
 

col 541  Lyn Brown: … I have looked at some of this place’s wartime debates about the 
holocaust. They make it absolutely clear that there was a high level of awareness of the 
situation. In a debate on refugees on 19 May 1943, a Home Office Minister said that 
since the outbreak of the war, 8 million people in Poland had suffered barbarous 
punishment or death, and many others spoke knowingly of the Nazis’ intention to 
exterminate the Jewish people. … 
What makes the holocaust stand out is not only the sheer number of victims, but the 
concrete evidence of how the killing was organised and implemented on such a scale. Of 
great significance is the fact that every Jew was defined not by their religion or their own 
definition,  but by the  perpetrators’ definition.  Jews were singled out and registered on a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0003.htm#14012382000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0003.htm#14012382000002
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central database—its purpose was to expedite their murder—before being publicly 
marked, stripped of their citizenship, forced to hand over their possessions, dehumanised 
and, ultimately, deported to their death. I am astonished that the Nazis intended to 
expand the final solution beyond their borders: they drew up lists of Jews in the USA, 
Great Britain, Israel and so on. There has never before been such an event in history. … 

 

col 543  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Stephen Williams): … The British mainland escaped the horrors of Nazi 
occupation. Although some European Jews were able to flee here, most notably through 
the Kindertransport, for most of us the holocaust is not a family experience. …  
The first reason to remember the holocaust is to understand that minorities are our 
friends, our neighbours and our work colleagues. In the twisted minds of those who hold 
a prejudice, the minority could be ourselves. … 
The holocaust is a unique event and must be remembered and understood, particularly 
by young people for whom it is an historical event that took place long before they were 
born. It is right for the Government to support that, and many hon. Members have 
mentioned that they work with the Holocaust Education Trust, led by Karen Pollock. It 
facilitates school visits to Auschwitz, as well as talks in schools, such as those that took 
place in my constituency, to give young people a vivid account and an unforgettable 
memory. … 

 

col 546  Alistair Burt: … we must not believe that it cannot happen again. Above all, we 
should keep in our minds that it could happen again. It is the evil in human hearts, which 
is reflected the moment one begins, unjustifiably, to separate someone as the “other”, 
that provides the opportunity: so long as somebody can be “Untermensch”, so long as 
someone is not like you, so long as someone is not human, they can be disposed of. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/14012
3-0004.htm  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Presiding Officer to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 
The National Assembly for Wales’s Presiding Officer, Dame Rosemary Butler AM, will 
mark Holocaust Memorial Day at a ceremony in Cardiff on 27 January. … “It is only right 
that we should take time to remember the dreadful events that took place during the 
middle part of the last century, … The atrocities committed by the Nazis remind us all of 
humanity’s capacity to heap unspeakable pain and suffering upon their fellow human 
beings. “In order to stop these kinds of events from happening again we must remember 
them.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=253227&ds=1/2014  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

For the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the 
Holocaust, Monday, 27 January 2014 Statement by the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Navi Pillay 
“Today, we honour the memory of the millions of people - men, women and children - 
brutally murdered seven decades ago for the simple fact of being Jewish, Roma, Slav or 
homosexual, because they had disabilities, or were Jehovah’s witnesses or political 
opponents. … 
Each year, on 27 January, we take time to remember the victims of the Holocaust and to 
reflect  on  how it came about,  and  how the  world at large  failed so  dismally to prevent  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140123/debtext/140123-0004.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=253227&ds=1/2014
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=253227&ds=1/2014
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it. The Holocaust stands as a searing reminder of the perils of discrimination and 
intolerance, and of just how powerful and deadly the incitement to racial hatred can be. It 
also should make us more aware of the importance of reacting quickly and firmly to 
manifestations of discrimination, hostility or violence against individuals and entire 
communities, wherever they occur. … 
Even today, in many places around the world, people are persecuted or discriminated 
against because of their race, religion, origin, sexual orientation or political opinions, and 
in countries such as Syria, the Central African Republic and South Sudan, people are still 
being maimed and slaughtered because of the group to which they belong. 
We need to stop turning a blind eye to the warning signs of serious human rights 
violations whenever and wherever they appear. That much, at least, we can do to honour 
all those millions murdered en masse by their fellow human beings, who attempted to 
justify war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide with hate-inspired political 
philosophies and propaganda. We must also be aware that the seeds of such hatred are 
often sown in times of peace as well in times of war. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress they have made in 
persuading the government of Israel to implement recommendations in the Children in 
Military Custody report.[HL4683] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We welcome some recent progress in the implementation of some of the report’s 
recommendations. This includes a pilot to use summons instead of night-time 
arrests, and steps to reduce the amount of time a child can be detained before 
seeing a judge. We are encouraging Israel to continue this progress. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140124w0001.htm#140
12441000425  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact on the Israel–Palestine peace process of reconciliation between Hamas 
and Fatah; and what action they will take to encourage such a reconciliation.[HL4679] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We continue to follow closely developments regarding the issue of reconciliation 
between Hamas and Fatah. The British Government's position, and that of the 
EU, remains that Palestinian reconciliation, if agreed on the basis of the principles 
set out by President Abbas in his speech of 4 May 2011, would be a positive step 
for the unity of a future Palestinian state and for reaching a two state solution. We 
do not presently plan to take any action, as this is a matter for the Palestinians. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what actions they have taken to 
discourage JCB from supplying equipment to the Israeli authorities for the construction of 
illegal settlements and destruction of Palestinian property.[HL4682] 

Baroness Warsi: The  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Office  has online  advice  to  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140124w0001.htm#14012441000425
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140124w0001.htm#14012441000425
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raise awareness of the key security and political risks which UK businesses may 
face when operating abroad, including in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs). This includes guidance on Israeli settlements. We are advising 
British businesses to bear in mind the Government's view on the illegality of 
settlements under international law when considering their investments and 
activities in the region. This is voluntary guidance  to British businesses on doing 
business in Israel and OPTs. Ultimately it will be the decision of an individual or 
company whether to operate in settlements in the Occupied Territories, but the 
Government would neither encourage nor offer support to such activity. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have invited Sir 
Stephen Sedley to review progress on the recommendations of the Children in Military 
Custody report; and, if so, when his review is expected.[HL4684] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government is in discussion with the delegation who 
compiled the Children in Military Custody report about a possible return visit to 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in the near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140123w0001.htm#140
12369000246 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S4M-08835 Claudia Beamish: Thirsting for Justice—That the Parliament understands 
that the average daily consumption of water of Palestinian people to cover domestic and 
public service needs is around 70 litres per person; believes that this is well below the 
100 litre limit recommended by the World Health Organization; understands that Israeli 
policies and practices limit access to water for people in Palestine to less than they are 
entitled to under international law; believes that only 31% of West Bank residents have 
access to the sewage network and that there is only one waste water treatment plant 
operating in the area; considers that there are significant barriers to access to water for 
agricultural use; condemns what it sees as Israel’s refusal to grant the necessary permits 
or military security clearance for the construction and operation of sanitation and waste 
water treatment facilities; understands that the situation is far worse in the Gaza Strip 
where, it believes, over 30 kilometres of waterworks and 11 wells operated by the water 
authorities were damaged or destroyed by the Israeli military during its mission, 
Operation Cast Lead; understands that the Report of the United Nations Fact-
Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, which is known as the Goldstone report, deemed 
that the Israeli actions were “deliberate and systematic”; applauds the Thirsting for 
Justice Campaign, which, it understands, works directly with communities in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, and notes the campaign’s aim to encourage European citizens, 
including those in the south of Scotland, to demand that governments put pressure on 
Israel to comply with international law and for human rights to be respected in Palestine. 
Supported by: John Finnie 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08835&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

Note that the above Motion is identical to S4M-08169 which Claudia Beamish laid on 
4/11/2013, and which fell on 21/1/2014 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08169&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

and only very slightly different from S4M-07686 which John Finnie laid on 12/9/2013, and 
which fell on 26/11/2013 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07686&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140123w0001.htm#14012369000246
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140123w0001.htm#14012369000246
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08835&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08835&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08169&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08169&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07686&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07686&ResultsPerPage=10
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It is very unusual for identical or even nearly identical Motions to be laid, so Claudia and 
John are clearly pushing very hard for a debate. The new Motion has already achieved 
cross-party support, so that will, in due course, be decided by the Parliamentary Bureau. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

A statement of the results of the class inquiry into double defaulter charities in 
particular The Society of Friends of the Torah (registered charity number 238230) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/593561/the_society_of_friends_of_the_torah.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140123/am/140123s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140123/pm/140123s01.htm  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/593561/the_society_of_friends_of_the_torah.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140123/am/140123s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140123/pm/140123s01.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Political and Constitutional Reform Committee Report: The Government's lobbying bill: 
follow-up 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmpolcon/891/891.pdf  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
 

Supplementary Delegated Powers Memorandum 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/MCP_SDPM_.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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